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YOUR BANKING 
BEST FRIEND

At F&M Bank, we’re like the loyal pup by your side—always there when 
you need us. From easy mobile banking to personalized financial advice, 

we’ve got your back (and your future). Ready for a banking partner  
as steadfast as your four-legged friend? 

Fetch the loyalty you deserve with F&M Bank.

fmbnc.com
Member FDIC
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Remarkable healthcare is right
around the corner.
Make Novant Health your home for healthcare in Rowan County.

Novant Health is here for you with a network of award-winning hospitals and physician clinics.

Trusted experts: Our primary care and specialty doctors work together to ensure you get all
the care you need, from routine to advanced.

Compassion:We connect with you to understand and deliver what is important to you
and your family

Access for all: Our 24/7 virtual care options, extended clinic hours, walk-in care and same-day
appointments help you get the care you need, the way you need it.

Find your care team at NovantHealth.org/Doctors
© Novant Health, Inc. 2024

4/24 • GCM-1666983
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R O W A N  A T  A  G L A N C E
Population
(2020 U.S. Census)

• Rowan County: 146,875
• Salisbury: 35,540
• Kannapolis: 53,114
• China Grove: 4,434
• Spencer: 3,308
• Landis: 3,690
• Granite Quarry: 2,984
• Rockwell: 2,302
• East Spencer: 1,567
• Cleveland: 846
• Faith: 819

Race and ethnicity
(2020 U.S. Census)
• White alone, not Hispanic 

or Latino: 68.18%
• Hispanic or Latino: 10.85%
• Black or African-American 

alone: 15.48%
• Native American: 1.02% 
• Asian: 1.02%
• Pacific Islander: 0.05%
• Other/mixed: 4.12%

Land and water
• Total acres of land: 327,141

• Land area in square miles: 511.37

• Population per square mile: 287.2

• Total acres of farmland: 121,145 acres

• Water surface of High Rock Lake: 15,180 
acres (Rowan and Davidson)

• Shoreline total: 365 miles (Rowan 
and Davidson)

Business
and economy
• Median household income: 
$54,382

• Total employer 
establishments: 4,405

• Work distribution: 34% blue 
collar, 65% white collar

The Food Lion offices as seen from the top of the Plaza Building in Salisbury. (Jon C. Lakey photo)
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C O N T E N T S
A community 
just needs room 
to grow

Faith, smallest 
town in Rowan, 
continues adding 
to large slate of 
community events

Granite Civic 
Park renovation 
underway

Original 
Southern City 
continues to 
blossom

Spencer in the 
midst of burst of 
outdoor growth

‘We want to be 
a destination for 
residents, visitors 
and businesses 
alike’

Upgrades
anticipated at 
Rowan County 
parks

China Grove 
transforms 
its Main Street

Leaving a legacy: 
The late Linns 
offer Landis 
a crown jewel

Kannapolis plans 
new Eastside Park 
as part of 10-year 
wellness goals

8 36

12 42

18 48

24 60

30 68

On the cover
The lake at Granite Lake Park in Granite Quarry paints a serene picture.

(Andy Mooney photo)
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WWW.ROWANCOUNTYNC.GOV

The Rowan County Board of Commissioners is committed to serving and representing 
Rowan County through responsive and effective leadership.  We are honored to 
serve our residents and guests and are working hard to provide a wonderful quality 
of life for all who live, work and play in our community.  

We believe in working together to promote a cooperative, unified spirit as we 
address the key issues that impact our families, our businesses and our quality of 
life.  Providing competitive opportunities for industry is accomplished through the 
ready availability of land, buildings, infrastructure and a modern, highly-trained 
workforce.

Whether you are looking for a place to raise a family, locate a business or enjoy your 
hard-earned retirement, opportunity abounds here.  By working together we can 
show others how great it is to call Rowan County home.

A message from the Rowan County 
Board of Commissioners

The Rowan County Board of Commissioners is committed to serving and representing 
Rowan County through responsive and effective leadership.  We are honored to 
serve our residents and guests and are working hard to provide a wonderful quality 
of life for all who live, work and play in our community.  

We believe in working together to promote a cooperative, unified spirit as we 
address the key issues that impact our families, our businesses and our quality of 
life.  Providing competitive opportunities for industry is accomplished through the 
ready availability of land, buildings, infrastructure and a modern, highly-trained 
workforce.

Back Row: Mike Caskey, Jr., Judy Klusman, Craig Pierce
    

Front Row: Greg Edds, Jim Greene 

Back Row: Craig Pierce, Judy Klusman, Mike Caskey, Jr.   Front Row: Jim Greene, Greg Edds
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Salisbury Post Editor Chandler Inions and his wife Abby get into the groove during an event at Bell Tower Green.
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BY CHANDLER INIONS
chandler.inions@salisburypost.com

he lifeblood of a community 
is its people. To truly become 
a community however, those 
people must get to interact, 

co-mingle and socialize. After all, that 
engagement is what makes a community 
a community.

Rowan County’s municipalities rec-
ognize that to take place, those inter-
actions require shared space. In those 
spaces, community flourishes and not all 
those spaces look the same.

Some take on the form of parks, 
where the great outdoors transports 
you away from monotony and a breath 

of fresh air changes your entire day. 
Others can be places to wine, dine and 
patronize small business owners. Those 
business owners and bar room cohorts 
are your neighbors and fellow denizens.

The more time you spend in the pres-
ence of others, the more those others’ 
presence begins to mean to you. We nat-
urally care about people we know, but 
how do we get to know them? Maybe 
that first encounter only happened by 
chance, a casual passing nod. Howev-
er, the next time you see them, that nod 
turns into a smile, and then a hello. Be-
fore you know it, you’re inquiring about 
their day.

Other friendships happen almost 
instantaneously, like you have actually 

known them all your life. Where have 
you been, my long lost pal? The common 
thread in the fabric here is that they did 
not happen inside each other’s homes. It 
took being somewhere with someone for 
something to happen.

If you are sitting here reading this 
and thinking the author must be an ex-
troverted lunatic, well, you’d be right.

But only an icy-hearted cynic could 
walk through the Bell Tower Green 
on a warm afternoon, see the children 
running and laughing, others laying 
and reading, while more still break the 
bread of an outdoor lunch, and not feel 
endeared to the community. The same 
could be said for so many of Rowan 
County’s shared spaces and activities 

from China Grove’s Hanna Park to East 
Spencer’s Southern Soul Festival.

Within those spaces, we realize that 
we have a whole lot more in common 
than we do in difference. We like the 
same foods, fancy the same music and 
love to laugh.

For me, I found my new home in these 
spaces. Like a lot of people, I was mildly 
trepid about starting life over. Who did 
I know in Rowan County? My wife and 
I had a life, friends and good jobs in the 
home we left. It did not take long for me 
to realize that we were going to be just 
fine here. I met people and made friends 
walking around town, eating out and go-
ing to local events.

Before I knew it, I felt like a regular 

A community just needs 
room to grow

T
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Mon.-Sat. 8am-5pm | Closed Sundays
2281 Statesville Blvd., Salisbury

704-638-0082
godleysgardencenter.com

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR
LANDSCAPING NEEDS!

www.sasloop.com
704-857-5684

Servicing the Community
for 28 years

Established in 2016
Design • Install • Maintain

Licensed Insured
704-433-5360 • allscaperockwell.llc@gmail.com

Call us for yourTOTAL LAWNMAINTENANCE&more!

Licensed & Insured

Residential and Commercial

You Name It, We’ll Drain It!
704.279.1151 or 704.932.7090

www.carolinapipecleaninginc.com • carolinapipecleaning@gmail.com

Local Services GuideLocal Services Guide

A large crowd turned out for the annual Pops at the Post concert last year. The Salisbury Swing Band performed before the symphony concert in 
Bell Tower Green. (Andy Mooney, Salisbury Post)
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wvvw.dannicholas.net 
6800 Bringle Ferry Road,  

Salisbury, NC 28146 • 704-216-7800 
Like us on Facebook 

Visit our other exciting parks...

Don't miss our Autumn Jubilee! 
October 4th & 5th 10am - 5pm

Ellis Park 
3541 Old Mocksville 
Road, Salisbury, NC 

704-216-7783 

Eagle Point  
Nature Reserve

665 Black Road, Salisbury,  
NC 28146 

Dunns Mountain 
Nature & Historical Preserve
1740 Dunn’s Mountain Rd.

Salisbury, NC 28146

Sloan Park
550 Sloan Road, Mt. Ulla,  

NC 28125
704-637-7776

Woodleaf Park
9215 Gym St.

Woodleaf, NC 27054

part of the community and it is not just Salis-
bury. I love getting down to Landis and China 
Grove for events of all sizes or to just grab 
a bite or a beer and catch up. Cleveland wel-
comes me with open arms whenever I’m out 
west, whether that is for National Night Out 
or a concert on Depot Street. Some of the best 
oysters I’ve ever had were in Faith, and I’m 
from the coast, so that’s saying something.

Now that my wife and I live in Spencer, 
we love to walk our dog through town and 
pass other four-legged families. When we 
walk into Queso Salsa or Pinocchio’s, friend-
ly faces make us feel right at home, grateful 
to be a part of a community and in love with 
our little town.

Every town in Rowan County is growing 
though. The tight-knit communities that we 
all take for granted are going to get a little bit 
tighter, but this writer thinks that projection 
has potential to be great. Thanks in part to 
our towns and city having a vision for pub-
lic space enhancements, each new neighbor 
presents the chance for a future friend. We 
just have to get out there and meet them and 
all we need for that is a place to do it.

This year’s Spirit of Rowan shines a light 
on those efforts to bring us a better place to 
have that first encounter and to make that 
memory that we will cherish a lifetime.

So, what are you waiting for? Visitors at the 2022 Gold Hill Founders Day pan for gold. (Submitted photo)
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Long list of town projects will upgrade downtown space

Granite Civic Park 
renovation underway
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BY ROBERT SULLIVAN
robert.sullivan@salisburypost.com

RANITE QUARRY — When Rich Luhrs ran for election 
to the Granite Quarry Town Council, he said he did not 
want the town to continue to be viewed as simply the 
stop in between Salisbury, the seat of Rowan County, 

and Rockwell, the main center in the eastern part of the county.
The town is now moving towards and working on a multitude of 

projects improving both its downtown and outdoor spaces.
The first large-scale project that the town has begun working 

on is the renovation of the Granite Civic Park, the town’s primary 
park just off the town’s main street, North Salisbury Avenue, on 
West Peeler Street.

When the town approved its Downtown Master Plan in 2015, the 
documents included some comments from citizens that had been 
taken throughout the process. Some of the comments included the 
nice parks in the town being a favorite, people wanting the town to 
hold more and better promote events and music in the parks and 
people pointing to the town’s green spaces as large draws.

When the team handling the plan drafted a community vision 
statement based on citizen’s input, the parks were featured prom-
inently.

“Granite Quarry is a quiet, small Carolina town with a safe, fam-
ily-friendly atmosphere. It is a place where residents enjoy a high 

G

The tennis courts at Granite Civic Park in Granite Quarry. (Andy Mooney photo)
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quality of life with nice parks, good schools and a 
convenient location with access to larger markets,” 
reads the first paragraph of the statement.

That work culminated in a master plan for the 
Granite Civic Park, a plan that is moving closer and 
closer to fruition, especially after the town received 
a half a million dollar grant late in 2024 from the N.C. 
Parks and Recreation Authority Trust Fund.

The adopted master plan includes seven goals that 
the town hopes to accomplish through the renova-
tions, ranging from continuing the park’s role as a 
civic center and better accommodating the annual 
Granite Fest to appealing to more visitors and in-
creasing usage by upgrading park facilities and al-
lowing for extended hours.

Those goals were the results of a months-long 
planning process by consulting firm Stewart that 
included public input sessions, electronic surveys of 
the community, postcards mailed to Granite Quarry 
residents and direction from the town council.

During its February meeting, the Granite Quarry 
Town Council officially approved the design contract 
with engineering firm Benesch for the design ser-
vices related to the Granite Civic Park upgrades. The 
contract totals approximately $294,000 and provides 

engineering, design, documentation and study ser-
vices for the first phase of the project, which includes:

• Existing picnic shelter renovations
• Playground
• Paved walking trail
• Existing tennis court resurfacing and pickleball 

conversion
• Splash pad
• Totem pole and sundial
• Basketball courts
• Associated sitework, utilities and landscaping 
The contract also lays out the expectations be-

tween the firm and the town for the second phase of 
the project, where the town will dig into some of the 
larger-scale projects, including:

• Dog park
• Amphitheater, covered stage and multi-use field
• Terraced granite seating
• Naturalized play hill slide
• Food truck area
• Restroom building
• Stream restoration
Picnic area and walkways at the American Legion 

building
Town Manager Jason Hord said that due to the 

The baseball field at Granite Civic Park in Granite Quarry. Photo by Andy Mooney, Salisbury Post.
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time constraints of the project and the town not wanting to 
interfere with Granite Fest, the town’s largest event of the 
year, construction in the park is not expected to begin until 
after the festival in October. However, he noted that the town 
is getting “closer and closer to being able to say we’ve (fully) 
funded” the project, with multiple grant funding sources and 
town revenue sources being identified, with Mayor Brittany 
Barnhardt adding that the town was already sitting around 60 
percent funding with multiple identified grants still pending.

While the Civic Park is currently the most prominent proj-
ect that the town is working on, it is far from the only one. The 
town has an agreement with the North Carolina Department 
of Transportation on a project that would build sidewalks in 
between the town’s three parks, Granite Civic Park, Granite 
Lake Park and the Centennial Park.

Town officials have also been continuously looking into ways 
to improve or further develop its downtown spaces. Recently, 
Hord said that the project has been ruled feasible and the town 
is exploring funding avenues, with both private and public grant 
funding being mentioned.

The park has been part of the town since the 1950s, when the 
land was donated by J.F. Crook to the independent Granite Post 
Park, Inc. Following the donation, the property was purchased 
by donations from residents and donated to the town.

The adjacent Granite Quarry Legion Building, which has 
effectively become part of the park and is part of the renova-
tion project, was given to the town in 2009 by the American 
Legion, who were unable to afford its upkeep due to declining 
membership. The building has been owned by the town and 
operated as an events center ever since.

“I just love that we’re not kicking cans (down the road) any-
more, and we’re actually running the marathon and we can 
see the finish line down there at the end. It’s exciting, so thank 
you to (the town) council and staff for the support. I know a lot 
of people don’t keep up with this boring part of contracts and 
studies and designs and all that, but when they start seeing 
the construction (at Granite Civic Park), they’ll really pay at-
tention. People are really excited, the ones that do know about 
it,” said Barnhardt.

Above: The paved 
walking track at 

Granite Civic Park in 
Granite Quarry.

(Andy Mooney photo)

Left: The playground at 
Granite Civic Park in 

Granite Quarry.
(Andy Mooney photo)

The picnic shelter at Granite Civic Park in Granite Quarry.
(Andy Mooney photo)
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BY ELISABETH STRILLACCI
elisabeth.strillacci@salisburypost.com

PENCER — The town of Spen-
cer adopted a full plan for the 
future of parks, recreation 
and outdoor living less than 

two years ago, and since then they have 
wasted no time in seeking grants, tack-
ling projects and growing the opportu-

nities for residents and visitors to enjoy 
outdoor living.

“But up until now, we’ve not had a de-
partment overseeing full calendar plans 
of events that larger cities have had like 
a summer concert series or movie nights 
or ongoing events,” said Town Manager 
Peter Franzese. “We have had groups of 
amazing volunteers who have planned 
individual events for different parts of 
the community, but not an actual depart-

ment or official within the town to over-
see our outdoor spaces and events on an 
ongoing basis.”

In November 2023, the town’s board 
of aldermen adopted the Creating Out-
door Recreation Economies (CORE) 
Strategic Plan, which was a step toward 
putting in place some actual oversight.

In developing CORE, the town col-
laborated with the N.C. Department of 
Commerce, Rural Economic Develop-

ment Division staff members and local 
stakeholders in a strategic planning 
process to identify and develop outdoor 
recreation assets that present economic 
growth opportunities. The idea was to 
use outdoor recreation sites to increase 
tourism, encourage small business de-
velopment, enhance quality of life for 
residents, plan for outdoor recreation 
site and infrastructure development, and 
even to grow and attract outdoor gear 

Spencer in the midst 
of burst of outdoor growth

S

New park construction in Spencer. (Chandler Inions photo)
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manufacturing industries. And part of 
that plan included recommended goals 
and objectives related to the creation of 
a Parks and Recreation Advisory Board.

In February of 2025, the town official-
ly approved the creation of that advisory 
board to work with the town council on 
the direction of outdoor living.

The new board will consist of five 
members. Anyone who lives within the 
“planning and zoning jurisdiction of 
Spencer” is eligible. Terms will be stag-
gered and town leaders hope residents 
will want to get involved.

The town also began the search for 
a new active living coordinator. While 
a formal director of parks and recre-
ation might make sense down the road, 
in discussions it became clear what the 
town will need first is someone who can 
be actively involved in the planning and 
execution of the plans for events and ac-
tivities, and who can be a liaison between 
the town council, the advisory board and 

residents.
For a town of about 3,500 residents, 

the plans for outdoor recreation are big.
In September of 2023, the town com-

pleted and opened phase one of the Row-
an County side of the Yadkin River Trail-
head Park. Davidson County had a head 
start on its side, but Spencer and Rowan 
have been determined to catch up. The 
first phase of the full plan for the site 
connects the Rowan side with the David-
son County side via the Wil-Cox Bridge. 
There are markers at the site where 
three of the 14 trails throughout North 
Carolina come together. In addition, the 
site is a historical marker for both Na-
tive Americans and military veterans. 
There is a bike repair stand on the site 
and future plans include not only more 
outdoor activities and connections to 
walking trails, but in time, a mixed use, 
higher density commercial and residen-
tial development on the former Finishing 
Plant site. Recently the town accepted an 

Thomas the Tank Engine at the N.C. Transportation Museum in Spencer.
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Stan Price and his son, Connor (4) sit on a blanket at the Library Park in Spencer reading the new Curious George book they got at the Rowan Reads program. (Jon C. Lakey photo)

An artistic rendering of the new Spencer Town Park. (Submitted image)



P R O G R E S S  E D I T I O N     2 3

WE KNOW  
WOOD

• Treated Lumber • Framing Lumber
• Western Red Cedar 

• T & G Ceiling & Flooring
• Wood Sidings • Specialty Patterns

• Hardwoods • Timbers 
• Industrial Hardwoods

• Rough or Dressed 
• Lengths to 40’ • Round Poles

3301 Salisbury Highway, 
Statesville, NC 28677 

704-872-3148
lilshavers.com

Monday-Friday 7:30 - 5:30
Saturday 7:30 - 3:00

additional micro grant of $50,000 from 
the North Carolina Railroad Company 
(NCRR) to help fund studies to figure 
out the best way to get the site safe and 
prepared for development.

But the Yadkin River Trailhead Park 
is not by any means the only outdoor ar-
ea the town is currently working on. In 
August of 2024, the aldermen directed 
Franzese to move forward with the con-
tract with Ike’s Construction of Concord 
to build a new town park in front of town 
hall.

Years ago, there was a town park 
on the property. Spencer Special Proj-
ects Planner Joe Morris said that “area 
churches all agreed to raise the money 
for the park and do the planting. The 
property was owned by the railroad but 
the community built the park. We can do 
it again, it’s in our DNA.”

The board had set aside funds for 
the park but after spending a little over 
$230,000 on planning, grant applica-
tions and other preparations, the town 
had $1.84 million left to spend on con-
struction.

The bid came in slightly over budget, 
but through “value engineering,” re-

considering some construction materi-
als and some design elements, the cost 
was brought down to $2,175,700 It left 
the town more than $330,000 short, so 
the board has agreed to launch a capital 
fundraising campaign that Morris was 
to oversee.

Some parts of the plan are non-nego-
tiable. One of the larger ticket items in 
the plan is an interactive water feature 
for children, and a $500,000 grant from 
the Parks and Recreation Trust Fund 
(PARTF) requires that element to be a 
part of the park. But between donations 
from residents and supporters and the 
continued search for additional grants, 
Franzese at last update though the town 
would have no trouble meeting the short-
fall.

There are other small parks for which 
the town continues to provide upkeep and 
improvements, and the long range goal is 
to connect walking trails from the Yad-
kin River Park all the way into downtown 
Spencer, reaching the city park in front 
of town hall one day.

“We’d love to make it possible for peo-
ple to walk to and from the river,” said 
Morris. “Someday.”

Adrienne and Will (right) Beatty along with their band emphasized gospel with their live songs. 
(Brad Dountz photo)
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BY KAREN KISTLER
karen.kistler@salisburypost.com

ome upgrades, several addi-
tions and events are being 
planned for Rowan County 
parks and community center.

Nick Aceves, who was named the di-
rector of the Rowan County Parks and 
Recreation Department taking on that 
role Dec. 9, 2024, mentioned two new 
things coming to Dan Nicholas Park, 

which should be ready for this year.
One, he said, is a very large ADA 

(Americans Disabilities Act) accessible 
playground that would replace several 
of the structures currently at the park. 

Aceves said that they hope it will be 
built by the beginning of May, adding 
that information would be provided as 
to when the old playground structures 
would be removed.

“It’s going to be very impressive. It’s 
going to be exciting,” Aceves said.

The playground, which is located 
near the miniature golf area, would be 
a larger structure with more amenities 
and new swings and other items, which 
will be “more accessible to persons of all 
abilities,” he said, with a poured-in rub-
ber-type ground instead of the mulch.

A second new feature that visitors 
can see this year will be at the nature 
center and Rowan Wild as Aceves said it 
will have the red wolf exhibit open to the 
public this year with three new wolves. 

Additional plans, which he said would 
not be ready this season but anticipates 
them for the next season, are updates to 
bathrooms at the county parks and the 
bathhouses at the campground at Dan 
Nicholas Park.

“We have just started the design pro-
cess to upgrade most of our park bath-
rooms starting with the bathhouses at 
the campground to make them fully 
ADA accessible,” said Aceves.

Therefore, the bathrooms will be up-

Upgrades anticipated 
at Rowan County parks

S

A family exits Rowan Wildlife Adventures at Dan Nicholas Park. (Ben Stansell photo)
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dated and new as they will demolish the current facilities and build 
new ones.

Aceves said that the county “had an ADA transition plan complet-
ed in 2021-22 and are committed to going through that plan and mak-
ing corrections where the recommendations are made for that plan.”

These recommendations include updating and correcting some of 
the bathrooms, getting two bathhouses and a multi-staff bathroom 
at the shelter area at Dan Nicholas Park.

While they don’t have a start date to build as of yet, they have met 
with a designer and will move from there to the parks over the next 
year and a half and begin the process of rebuilding or renovating, 
depending on the needs at the various parks.

One of the county parks, Eagle Point Preserve, does not have 
bathrooms, only port-a-johns, he said. Because these are hiking trails 
on the lake, they would not install plumbing or anything in this area; 
therefore, this park would not change but they would remain ADA 
accessible port-a-johns. 

In addition to reviewing the bathrooms, Aceves said that they 
would be adding a larger new shelter at Woodleaf Park, which opened 

Above: A new red wolf pup stands under his father, Clay, at Dan Nicholas Park. 
Right: A red wolf pup at Dan Nicholas Park. (Submitted photos)
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this past spring. He said that the park has been es-
tablished for almost a year, which he said is exciting.

He said that Don Bringle, who was the previous park 
director, “worked on that project and was able to get 
that completed prior to retiring. It’s a nice little park 
in Woodleaf,” adding that it is ready for the season.

Another upgrade that is being considered is the 
train at Dan Nicholas Park, which is currently down 
and will not be open this season for attendees to ride, 
“but we are looking at upgrading the train,” Aceves 
said.

New pickleball and tennis courts were added last 
year at Dan Nicholas Park, and in a previous article 
about the Senior Games, Jeremy Bates, co-coordinator 
of the Senior Games and Silver Arts, said that Ellis Park 
has two new pickleball courts.

“We’ve got plans to look at other amenities at some of 
the parks,” Aceves said, “but nothing is finalized yet.”

There are six parks in the Rowan County park sys-
tem, he said, including Dan Nicholas Park, 6800 Bring-
le Ferry Road, Salisbury; Dunn’s Mountain Park, 1740 
Dunn Mountain Road, Salisbury; Eagle Point Nature 
Preserve, 665 Black Road, Salisbury; Sloan Park, 550 
Sloan Road, Mt. Ulla; and Woodleaf Park, 9215 Gym 
St., Woodleaf.

Another location that is now under the Parks and 
Recreation Department is the Rowan Community 
Center, the former Salisbury Mall, said Aceves. In 
the center, is a new event center, which he said is nice.

The event center, which is located off of Jake Alex-
ander Boulevard, has space available that the commu-
nity can rent for a wide variety of occasions including 
conferences, wedding showers or receptions or for 
whatever, Aceves said.

“It’s a nice, beautiful space. It looks really good,” 
he said.

 Dunn’s Mountain view of the former quarry on the mountain shows where the granite was cut from the mountain. (Wayne Hinshaw photo)

Nick Aceves, director of the Rowan County Parks and 
Recreation Department
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BY CHANDLER INIONS
chandler.inions@salisburypost.com

ANDIS — Several times a 
year, residents in the town of 
Landis will congregate in a 
park on North Central Avenue 

for various community events. Soon, the 
space that has become the designated 
meeting place will have a park worthy 
of its people.

The D.C. and Frances Linn Commu-
nity Park will transform 115 North Cen-

tral Avenue in the heart of downtown 
Landis into a destination for concerts, 
picnics or just casual strolls.

The park is possible because of the 
Linns’ vision for a shared community 
space in the middle of the town that they 
loved.

According to the Landis website, 
D.C. was a lifelong Landis resident. 
Meanwhile, Frances was born in Chi-
na Grove. D.C. was president and CEO 
of D.C. Linn Engineering, Kannapolis 
Transit Mix Concrete and D.C. Linn Inc., 

where he and Frances worked together. 
The couple also served on many boards 
overseeing community projects creat-
ed to benefit their community. Some of 
those boards included the South Rowan 
YMCA, Historic Salisbury Foundation 
and the Rowan County Sustainable Com-
munity Development Commission.

“I don’t claim to be an authority on 
the Linns, but what I have learned is that 
they did quite a bit of philanthropic ser-
vice not just in this community but in 
Rowan County,” said Michelle Grey, who 

chairs the committee behind the park’s 
creation.

That same page described the Linns 
as world travelers, saying they enjoyed 
going to parks in every country they 
visited as they found them tranquil and 
often serene.

“Linn decided he would like to share 
that tranquility with the citizens in 
Landis and set up a donation of land to 
the town for a future community park,” 
the website says.

For her part, Grey said that she is ea-

Leaving a legacy: The late Linns 
offer Landis a crown jewel

L
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All ages had fun on the train that went around the park. (Karen Kistler photo)
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Magnolia “Maggie” the Bloodhound

ger to see the central location transformed into a landmark that will make 
Landis proud. She’s also just happy about what the amenities will mean.

“I would really like to see a beautiful green space in our community 
where I could walk,” she said. “Currently, I drive and walk at 5 a.m. in 
Kannapolis. I would much prefer to drive a third of that way and come down-
town and be able to walk a green space there and take my dogs on walks.”

When she volunteered for the committee, she considered what the park 
could bring to Landis.

“I think it is a great central area for community events,” she said. “I 
really liked the idea of having a community park.”

The space is already a centralized meeting place for Landis residents 
and members of surrounding communities, as it is currently the de facto 
setting for many of the town’s events. For instance, the Landis Fall Festival 
happens up and down Central Avenue every year during the harvest sea-
son. The temporary amenities of the festivity weave their way through the 
space, including several of Landis’ historic buildings that remain on the site.

As Grey explained, the new park will utilize those historic buildings, 
capturing the essence of Landis’ yesteryear and offering a renewed sense 
of town pride.

“I think that the renewed word is essential,” she said. “We are utilizing 
some structures that are on that space currently that were preserved. They 
are historical buildings like the depot. Our jail, which, if you have not seen, 
is a quick walk in … We have the post office and the doctor’s office as well, 
so those will be preserved.”

Grey indicated that D.C., a lover of history, especially mechanical his-
tory, was intentional in his wishes to see those treasures of Landis’ past 
incorporated into the community park.

“It is about pride of place where people can observe, in a Main Street 
area, our historical buildings, but also where we can do exhibits on the his-
tory of Landis and have different things being shown,” Grey said. “There 
are a lot of stories about this town. It’s been through a lot of iterations and 
I have learned a lot since I have been on the committee that I have found 
is really interesting.”

That process of self-discovery rests at the core of Grey’s vision for what 
the park will mean to Landis.

“Finding out who we were and people able to gather to find out who we 
are,” she said. “I think that gives a very big open space for us to have a va-
riety of community events to bring people together but also just a space to 

Landis Elementary School music teacher Brandon Lane reacts to being recognized as the Rowan-
Salisbury School System’s teacher of the year. (Emily Nance photo)
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go for moms to play with their kids or sit on a lunch break and have 
a quiet moment to honor veterans in our veteran’s memorial area.”

Maintaining a park can be expensive. D.C. planned for that. In 
addition to leaving behind the land for the park, the couple also be-
queathed several other properties to be sold, allowing that money to 
be used instead of leaving behind a tax burden for Landis residents.

“So the properties around town are sold, and that money goes 
into the maintenance of the park,” Town Manager Michael Am-
brose said.

The town is also exploring grant opportunities.
“We’ve got several nonprofits that we’re reaching out to about 

receiving grant funding,” Ambrose said in 2024. “We’re also look-
ing at (Parks and Recreation Trust Fund) grants. We’ve contacted 
the state parks and recreation about those.”

As a way to give the town of Landis a vested stock in the park’s 
creation, the town conceived the idea of selling memorial bricks 
and park benches.

“These will be engraved,” Gray said at a board meeting in 2024. 
“There will be three lines, up to 18 characters on each line.”

There will be multiple options for the type of brick that donors 
want to purchase. Gray explained that if the brick is purchased 
by, in honor of, or memorializing a veteran, then it will cost $75.

“These will be placed all throughout the park starting with 
those that are purchased in memorial to veterans in the veterans 
memorial area,” Gray said.

The other option will be $100 for a citizen or other prospective 

donor, and those bricks will be scattered throughout other areas 
of the park.

Brains behind the brick fundraising effort decided it would be a 
great way for Landis residents to leave their own mark on the town.

Groundbreaking is set for May, with a staggered rollout for 
various portions of the park.

“We have broken it down into phases so that we could break 
this larger project into fundable pieces and have done that in a 
way that we don’t have to redo anything along the way,” Grey 
said. “In between those phases, we can allow the community to 
enjoy the park.”

Expanding on that Ambrose said that phase one is “moving 
the buildings, the doctor’s office, and then making the little Main 
Street, and also installing a lot of the groundwork, like the sewer, 
sanitary sewer system for any bathrooms that may be there, water, 
electrical, any sidewalks, things like that.”

Phase two runs into where they start with fences, sidewalks, 
lamp posts etc. By phase three, they’ll install bathrooms as well 
as start landscaping where visitors will start to see some of the 
park’s elegance.

Phase four involves the concession stand, storage and plant ir-
rigation systems. Finally, phase five will see the finishing touches 
put on from playground equipment to the wedding arbor.

The full park is expected to cost approximately $6 million, but 
the ripples of life that its creators hope to give to Landis are sure 
to be priceless.
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280 Years
Organ Lutheran Church

Pastor Tonya Brittain
Visit our website at www.organlutheran.church 

for service times and events.

 

 1515 Organ Church Rd., Salisbury, NC | 704-279-3096 
www.organlutheran.church

BEEF & SAUSAGE, INC.
Since 1936

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Monday-Thursday 7:30am-4:00pm

Friday 7:30 am-12 noon

704.857.5519
940 Daugherty Rd China Grove

Country Ham
Sausage

Liver Mush 
Famous Hot Dog Chili
Gift Boxes Available

Michelle Gray, 
right, chair of the 
D.C. Linn Park 
shows the fundraiser 
raffle tickets to Kyle 
Robinson, treasurer 
of the partnering 
501(c)(3). (Karen 
Kistler photo)
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BY ROBERT SULLIVAN
robert.sullivan@salisburypost.com

AITH — Over the past few 
years, the town of Faith has 
made a concerted effort to 
upgrade its event offerings, 

with 2024 and early 2025 bringing the 
“Fun in Faith” series and a Veteran’s 

Day parade. When added to the town’s 
preexisting Fourth of July festivities, 
the Street Dance and the Faith Frosty 
Fest, the smallest town in Rowan County 
has one of the larger slates of events.

Early in 2023, town organizers an-
nounced the “Fun in Faith” series, a long 
list of concerts, outdoor movie nights 
and National Night Out. The series al-

so lines up with the town’s preexisting 
events, which include the Faith Oyster 
Roast, the Street Dance and the town’s 
Independence Day events, including the 
parade, one of the more famous events 
held in Rowan County.

The series was aimed at providing 
members of the community more op-
portunities to meet and be with their 

neighbors as well as just enjoying the 
town.

“There was a time and day when I 
knew every single person that lived in 
Faith growing up here. And so this is an 
outreach to get out and meet people in 
the community and get everybody in-
volved, and it’s good family fun,” said 
Fun in Faith Committee Chairman Dale 

Faith, smallest town in Rowan, 
continues adding to large slate 

of community events

F

The streets of Faith are lined with visitors awaiting each passing float during the 4th of July parade. (Chandler Inions photo)
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Faith 4th of
July Celebration:

All activities take place on the
Faith American Legion Park and
Faith Elementary School grounds.

faith4th.com

civic and community volunteers prepare
consists of the following:

4500 pounds of
barbecued shoulders
5000 hot dogs
7000 hamburgers

1800 pound of
country ham
5000 ice cream cones
20,000 drinks

2500 pounds of cabbage
for making a slaw

WWWWW.FAITHACADEMYNC.ORG • 704-603-8437

Growing to K-11 for 2025 - 2026
....and K-12 in 2026 - 2027

FAITH ACADEMY CHARTER SCHOOL
Creating community-minded leaders

• Located in Faith, NC
• Small class sizes
• Community-focused
• Life Skills Courses
• Guided Literacy Program
• College & Career Ready
• Tuition-free public charter

June 27th - July 5th

All-American
Fun for Everyone!

FAITH 4TH OF JULY
CELEBRATION

CELEBRATING
79 YEARS

www.faith4th.com

Fireworks on July 4th

great food | live music | vendors | parade
games & prizes | rides | kids’ zone
Amusement rides by Magic Midways

YouTube broadcast -
Faith Lutheran Church - Faith, NC
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Peeler before the 2024 rendition of the 
series.

None of the events are run by the 
town itself, although town officials work 
closely with the organizers and some-
times provide funding and assistance 
when necessary. Instead, they are run 
by committees of community residents. 
While Peeler has since been elected to 
the town’s board of aldermen as mayor 
pro tem, he was not on the board when 
the series first began. The same is true 
for Faith Mayor Randall Barger, who 
was part of the Faith Fourth of July 
events committee and served as the 
entertainment chairman before being 
elected to the board himself.

The Independence Day festivities 

may be one of the largest events in Row-
an County. The event actually lasts for 
multiple weeks, with the Faith Street 
Dance kicking it off near the end of 
June. Following the street dance, the 
town opens up food booths, rides and 
hosts concerts every weekend night in 
the park behind the town hall.

The event is officially sponsored by 
Faith American Legion Post 327, Faith 
American Legion Auxiliary Unit 327, 
the Faith Civitans and the Faith Jaycees.

The celebration has been recognized 
as one of the biggest Fourth of July Cel-
ebrations in the state of North Carolina. 
That recognition was on display in 1992, 
when then-President George H. W. Bush 
stopped by, participated in a community 

Hungry guests look on as a new batch of oysters hits the table in Faith. (Chandler Inions photo)

Spectators line the street to watch the parade at the Faith Frosty Fest on Saturday.
(Chandler Inions photo)
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WHAT CHOICES ARE YOU 
MAKING TODAY THAT WILL 
AFFECT YOUR TOMORROW?

Proactively together we do programs 
to teach our community that:  
“The preparation for the game  
of the life does not include the 
practice of underage drinking” 

~ Terry Osborne

• At least 7% revenue goes back 
into our community for education

• Our initiative reaches more youth 
than any other in the state

• 200,000 students reached so far

• Our board is top in the state for  
proactive community outreach

• Recognized by State Legislators: 
Governor, Lt. Governor, Senators, 
former & current local community, 
city & county leaders

Supporting Our Community 
Through Educational

Programs.

Questions? Nanette Dillon 313-610-7705

ABCABC
UPWARD!UPWARD!

•  At least 7% revenue goes 
back into our community for 
education

•  Our initiative reaches more 
youth than any other in the 
state

•  207,000 students reached  
so far

•   Our board is top in the state 
for proactive community 
outreach

•  Recognized by State 
Legislators: Governor, Lt. 
Governor, Senators, former & 
current local community, city 
& county leaders

Supporting  
Our Community 

Through Educational 
Programs.

•  At least 7% revenue goes back into our 
community for education

•  Our initiative reaches more youth than any  
other in the state

• 230,000 students reached so far
•  Our board is top in the state for proactive 

community outreach
•  Recognized by State Legislators: Governor, 

Lt. Governor, Senators, former & current local 
community, city & county leaders

Supporting Our Community
Through Educational Programs.

Proactively together we do programs to teach 
our community that: 

“The preparation for the game of the life does 
not include the practice of underage drinking”

~ Terry Osborne

ABC  ABC  
UPWARD!UPWARD!

Adalynn Compton, left, Josiah Allen and Preslie Allen get their photo made with Frosty at the 
festival of the latter’s namesake in Faith. (Chandler Inions photo)

NC State Rep. Harry Warren hands out candy to one onlooker at the Faith 4th of July 
Parade. (Chandler Inions photo)
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baseball game and gave a speech with 
then-Governor James Martin and sev-
eral Congressmen in attendance as well.

“You know what it means to be 
good neighbors. You know what it is to 
have families, strong and united; good 
schools; safe neighborhoods; job-creat-
ing economy; and a world at peace. Now, 
you go over to the Faith Soda Shop or the 
Hairport or R&I Variety, and you’ll see 
the values that can achieve these goals. 
One is faith in self-reliance. You believe 
in equal rights for all Americans. Don’t 
let anybody knock your town. You stand 
with me against bigotry and against rac-
ism. You believe in what is good and what 
is right,” said Bush during his speech.

Bush also spoke during his visit about 
the town’s clearly visible support for the 
local veterans. That outward support 
brought results early in 2025, as the 

Rowan County Veterans Council looked 
for a new home for the annual Veterans 
Day Parade.

Josh Dobbs, service officer for the 
council, said that the organizers had 
received some uncertainty from the 
previous host, the city of Salisbury, 
and so were looking for a new home 
for the future. Because of their percep-
tion of Faith as being particularly vet-
eran-friendly, the town was their first 
choice.

“We have some ideas to make it a very 
special day, especially for your families. 
It’s just such an honor to be honest. We’re 
so happy to have the (American) Legion 
here to begin with, just look at our mural 
out there, this town supports our veter-
ans daily,” said Alderman Jayne Lingle 
when the aldermen agreed to allow the 
parade.

Lingle and the other members of 
the board have voiced their desire to 
turn the Veteran’s Day Parade into a 
fully-realized event, one with food ven-
dors, craft tents and other attractions 
all aimed at providing a fun environ-
ment for the families of veterans from 

throughout the county.
“Eisenhower spoke of ’the great and 

priceless privilege of growing up in a 
small town.’ Well, (First Lady) Barbara 
Bush and I are privileged to be in a small 
town that proves how right Ike was,” 
said Bush in 1992.

Jesse C. Carson High School cheerleaders get the crowd going at the Faith 4th of July parade. (Chandler Inions photo)
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www.salisburypostdigital.com
sales@salisburypost.com
336-608-1190

ARE YOU REACHING CUSTOMERS?
  It’s a digital world, we have digital solutions

-DIGITAL AD TARGETING STRATEGIES
Includes site retargeting, contextual targeting, search 
retargeting, geo-targeting down to address specific levels.

-TARGETED EMAIL MARKETING 
Using massive database of verified opt-in consumers that 
allow marketers to reach relevant prospects.

-WEBSITE DESIGN AND HOSTING
Affordable website designs that can get any business up and 
running affordably, and give a business with a dated site a 
fresh makeover that can increase google search results.
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BY ELISABETH STRILLACCI
elisabeth.strillacci@salisburypost.com

AST SPENCER — The 
Southern Railway Spencer 
Shops of the Southern Rail-
way, a locomotive repair 

facility in Rowan County, gave birth to 
both the town of Spencer and the town of 
East Spencer, originally named “South-
ern City.”

The shops, which were located in 
what is now the Transportation Muse-
um, needed housing for its employees. 
East Spencer, located to the south of 
Spencer and separated by the railroad, 
was where Black workers from the rail 
shops settled, and in 1901 it was incor-

porated under its current name.
A small community of 1.6 square 

miles with about 1,600 residents, the 
town is a landlocked area that for many 
years has been primarily residential. 
Schools that were originally located in 
East Spencer, including Dunbar High 
School, closed once integration became 
the law of the land.

But the community has always been 
a tight-knit collection of families and 
neighbors, and when needed, residents 
have always come together for its good.

In 1978, trustees of the Spencer Royal 
Giants Baseball Club donated land for a 
park to the town, and the Royal Giants 
Park was established. The community 
banded together to raise $300,000 for 

the park to meet a matching grant from 
the Parks and Recreation Trust Fund 
(PARTF) and those funds brought the 
park to life, including a swimming pool.

A number of residents can recall 
going to the park in childhood to meet 
friends, to play ball, and to enjoy being 
outside safely.

“I remember growing up there and 
my parents sending me outdoors to 
play,” said Gerald Brown, who grew up 
in East Spencer before moving to Lex-
ington. “My buddies and I would go to 
the park, to hang out, play ball, whatever, 
and we’d be there all day. My parents 
didn’t worry about us being there. They 
knew we were safe. And the park has 
always been that kind of place for kids 

in town.”
During the renovations, it was de-

termined the pool was beyond repair, 
and plans for a new water feature were 
designed. With the funds raised by res-
idents along with the grant money, the 
town was able to plan for a new splash 
pad. But in 2019, COVID caused the park 
to close and renovations to be put on hold. 
Town Manager Michael Douglas made 
additional renovations and upgrades to 
the park a priority, however, and in 2022, 
the North Carolina Department of Com-
merce awarded East Spencer a $580,000 
Rural Transformation Grant to update 
and improve the park.

At the time, Douglas acknowledged 
that the park “is the hub of the com-

Original Southern City 
continues to blossom

E

The Something for the People Band delights the crowd at the Southern Soul Festival in East Spencer. (Chandler Inions photo)
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704.279.2579
110 E. Bank Street

Granite Quarry

704.856.2579
North End Plaza

422 N. Hwy. 29 - China Grove

2 Convenient Locations in Rowan County

Rowan
PRECISION
MACHINING

INC.
Reginald Hall

Owner

Special Machining
& Repair

Small Tool &
Die Work

All Types of
Brazing & Welding

707 N. Salisbury Ave, Granite Quarry, NC

704-279-6092 Fax: 704-279-5280
rowanprecisionmachine@windstream.net

408 South Salisbury Ave., Granite Quarry
Mon.-Sat. 10am-9pm 704-209-1024

follow us on:

HOMESTYLE COOKING MADE FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY

215 N Salisbury Ave, Granite Quarry
(Located beside GQ Police Station)

(980) 332-0220
cagneyskitchen.com

Great Daily Specials!
Open for Breakfast, Lunch &Dinner

Breakfast Served All Day
Online Ordering &Delivery | Catering Available
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munity.” He said the park was busy ev-
ery Sunday with cookouts and families 
coming together. In May of that year, the 
park celebrated its grand reopening. In 
addition to the intricate splash pad, there 
were improvements to playing fields, re-
stroom facilities and a walking path. The 
basketball courts were resurfaced with 
a new material that gives cushion to feet 
and knees and is easier on bodies that 
fall, and the concession stand has been 
upgraded and the parking lot expanded 
and resurfaced.

Douglas has said there is one last im-
provement planned for Royal Giants Park, 
located at 200 Robinson Road with a side 
entrance from Andrews Street and a main 
entrance on Long Street. The final step 
will be new fencing around the baseball/
softball field. The town has received bids 
but no selections have been made yet.

“That will be the last thing at the park, 
at least for a while,” Douglas said. “We’ve 
done a lot there, and I’m proud of that 
park.”

Royal Giants may be small, but it houses 
an important piece of the Carolina Trails. 
Just under a half mile of the trails passes 
through the town including connecting to 
the park, and Douglas made sure to make 
the trails available.

Douglas and members of the board of 
aldermen, including Mayor Barbara Mal-
lett, have worked to breathe life back into 
the community in recent years. The com-
munity has long depended on residential 
taxes with few commercial properties to 
contribute. But in the last two years, new 
commercial development has come to East 
Spencer, giving the town a stronger foun-
dation for growth.

More residential development is also 
coming, in part to prepare for those new 
workers, and in part because the town is 
actively working to remove blighted prop-
erties and replace them with new housing. 
With growth comes the need for new ame-
nities for residents.

“We have to continue updating; we have 
to start giving more amenities so that peo-
ple want to come and stay,” said Douglas.

Mallett has long been a supporter of the 
park in the community, and when the ren-
ovations were begun in 2016, then put on 
hold because of COVID, she was thrilled 
when the park was not only able to reopen, 
but do so with some great improvements 
in 2022.

“We waited a long time, but the park is 
an asset, not only for East Spencer com-
munity but the whole northern Rowan 
community,” she said.

Debra Currence and Timothy Ray dance during Saturday’s Southern Soul Music Festival in East Spencer. (Mark Wineka photo)

Mayor Pro Tem Shawn Rush, left, and Alderman Albert Smith, right, serve as volunteers 
for East Spencer’s Community Day. The event was held to give away free supplies to anyone 

who might need them. (Robert Sullivan photo)
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The younger 
attendees at the 
Southern Soul 
Festival in East 
Spencer had a 
grand time in the 
bouncy house on 
the slide, even 
if most of them 
did come down 
backwards.
(Elisabeth 
Strillacci photo)
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Contact one  of these

when Buying            OR Selling.

Making you feel right at home 

228 Statesville Blvd.
Salisbury, NC 28144

mleonardhampton@gmail.com

Monica Poole
BIC/Realtor
 W here you will receive  
Knowledge, Integrity & Trust    

“A dedicated and motivated 
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for YOU!”

121 E. Fisher St. Suite A
Salisbury NC 704-245-4628

monica@monicapoole.com
301 North Main Street, Salisbury, N.C.

Keith Knight
Realtor
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home? 
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RichardYates4u@gmail.com
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dreams come true.

Richard Yates
Realtor
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704-754-3301
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BY KAREN KISTLER
karen.kistler@salisburypost.com

ALISBURY — Downtown 
Salisbury is continuing to see 
growth and improvement, and 
with the Downtown Revitaliza-

tion Grant that was awarded last year, 
that growth will come in the form of 
more residential and retail spaces.

Salisbury has three grant programs 
that are specific to downtown that oper-
ate out of the Planning and Neighbor-
hoods department last year, said Sada 
Troutman, downtown development di-
rector.

These include the Municipal Service 
Improvement Grant, the Industry Im-
provement Grant and the Downtown Re-
vitalization Grant, which was awarded 

last year to Alley and Main, a project at 
119 and 121 N. Main St., Salisbury.

Troutman said that they received 
$150,000 for this project to go toward 
their four residential units and two retail 
spaces that are going in.

“They are hoping to open those this 
year,” she said. “So we are really excited 
for that to come because the downtown 
residential has been really key for Salis-

bury particularly the upper story that is 
being developed.”

Troutman said that when she start-
ed three years ago, there were approx-
imately 170 residential units and when 
the Alley and Main project is completed, 
it will take that number to more than 
200 units, “so a lot more residents for 
the downtown.”

As for the timeframe for when the 

‘We want to be a destination 
for residents, visitors 
and businesses alike’

S

The crowd at the 2022 Cheerwine Festival. (Andy Mooney photo)
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640 Statesville Blvd, Ste 3, Salisbury, NC 28144 • salisburyendodontics.com • 704-637-3636

Serving Salisbury/Rowan for over 30 years!

Quality patient care, pain diagnosis, root canal 
 therapy and dental trauma management.

Brett Henson, DDS

A class does yoga at 
SoFul’s studio in 
downtown Salisbury. 
The studio, owned by The 
Forum, moved during the 
pandemic from its former 
home on South Fulton 
Street. (Submitted photo)
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Sonya Rhoades, front left, uses a brush to paint a fence in front of the Utzman-Chambers house in downtown Salisbury. (Josh Bergeron photo)
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Monday through Friday  9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Open to the public.
WHOLESALE 

DISTRIBUTORS
Candies — Fishing Tackle — Knives — Rods & Reels

COLLECTIBLES
Sport & Non-Sport 

Cards

FLEMING CANDY CO.
3680 S. MAIN ST., SALISBURY • 633-4251

SINCE 1935

different phases of this particular 
downtown project are to be completed, 
she said that the first phase, “as part of 
their agreement, has to be completed 
construction by October 2026.”

As for phases two and three, she 
said there are no deadlines because 
they want to “give them a fair shot at 
getting the first section done as they’re 
working through the fundraising for the 
next phases.”

Dependent on the city’s budget, 
grants are typically available after the 
budget passes in July, she said, as the 
city council has to approve the money 
in the budget for these grant programs. 
Therefore, she said, “I’ll add the caveat 
up front, it’s always budget dependent.” 

Troutman did add that the grant pro-
grams do open annually after the pass-
ing of the budget. Information about 

these programs as well as who the staff 
liaison is and the application deadlines 
are updated on the city’s website.

When asked how many the grants 
help, Troutman said they have the three 
different grants and also who applies 
varies from year to year. As for the fa-
cade grants, she said these are smaller 
and matching grants and that number 
would be between eight and 15 people 
annually. These grants, which include 
the Municipal Service District Grant 
Program and the Industry Service 
Grant Program, help with visual im-
provements to the fronts of buildings, 
including planters, signage, awnings or 
painting.

There was only one application sub-
mitted for the Downtown Revitalization 
Grant Program last year; therefore, 
there was just the one person that was 

Salisbury Academy is inviting interested students, rising eighth and ninth grades, 
to participate in their Scholarship Saturday. SA Upper School students enjoy the 

community as their classroom with convenient access to partnerships with downtown 
businesses and organizations. (Submitted photo)



Where hometown
charm is plentiful,
and residents

can enjoy the quality
of life they desire.

Hours: Mon.- Thurs. 11am-9pm, Fri.- Sat. 11am-10pm, Sun. 11am-8pm
Serving all your favorite Mexican cuisine!

704-762-9779 • 320 S. Salisbury Ave. Spencer

$5.00 OFF order of $30.00 or more
(Offer valid through 6-30-25)

We’re building
a model
small-town
community.

Find out more at spencernc.gov or call 704-633-2231.

460 S Salisbury Avenue, Spencer, NC 28159

Specializing in Pre-Owned
Harley Davidson BikerWear & Goods

HD Consignment & BikerWear
1960 N US Hwy 29 • Salisbury, NC | (765) 265-0027 Like us on

Come visit us
and relive some great
childhood memories!

NC Museum of Dolls,
Toys & Miniatures

est. 2012
ncmdtm.org

704-762-9359
440 S Salisbury Avenue, Spencer

NEW LOCATION

R&J FURNITURE
XPRESS

Voted Best Furniture Store 9 Years in a Row!
1015 N. Salisbury Ave., Spencer

(704) 633-4677
Store Hours: Mon-Fri 8:00-5:00, Sat 8:00-4:00

www.rjfurniturexpress.com

WE
DELIVER

NO INTEREST
FINANCING

Spencer Deli serves made-to-order sandwiches,
rotating hot foods and Hershey’s ice cream.

408 S Salisbury Ave, Spencer, NC
(704) 431-4059

Like us on



awarded it. But, Troutman said, “in the 
past, we have had as many as four or five 
recipients to that grant.”

Having these new residential and 
retail spaces and revitalization taking 
place in downtown means a lot of things 
to the city, said Troutman.

“I would say the most impactful, 
because it has multiple definitions for 
us, is the vibrancy,” she said. “It really 
improves the vibrancy of our downtown 
because in downtown Salisbury we don’t 
want to just be somewhere people pass 
through, we want to be a destination. 
And we want to be a destination for res-
idents and visitors and businesses alike. 
We want to be able to serve all of those 
stakeholders to be able to live, work and 
play in downtown.”

Mayor Tamara Sheffield said they 
are “very excited for this opportunity 
for our downtown. We’re looking for-
ward to leveraging the grant.”

Sheffield credited Salisbury Rowan 
Utilities, which has “done a great job in 
doing some pre-work over the last few 
months so that hopefully we don’t have 
any big surprises. We’ve also had the 
opportunity to learn from some other 
communities on how to move it forward 
as fast as we can but do it in the right 
way and we’re excited for our business-

es once we get through this to do a real 
huge revitalization as downtown as it 
continues to grow and thrive.”

In addition to the project included 
in the Downtown Revitalization Grant 
Program, Troutman said there are oth-
er projects taking place in downtown. 
One such project that many ask about 
and are interested in is the Empire 
Project.

In October 2024, developers pur-
chased the first phase of the building, 
she said, which was 15,000 square feet 
at the corner of Bank and Main streets. 
Called the Efird’s section, which they 
are working on, she said they are put-
ting in two, two-story row homes, sev-
en, one-story apartment units and one 
retail section. 

Demolition has begun and where 
windows were once bricked up, “you 
can see there are windows again, so it’s 
really exciting,” Troutman said. 

Plus the fundraising stage for the 
second and third phases are taking 
place, which will include hotel rooms, 
the ballroom, more retail spaces and a 
steakhouse.

“The Empire is very impactful for 
the downtown,” she added.

Another project that the city is work-
ing on in the downtown area is the for-

mer Wells Fargo Building, located at 
130 S. Main Street. 

It is “under planning to become more 
of an event center and offices for city 
staff. So that’s going to be a big change 
bringing people to downtown,” said 
Troutman.

In the Downtown Salisbury impact 
report, it shared that there is a Main 
Street Project that will improve side-
walks, streets and infrastructure. More 
information will be coming on this proj-
ect and she said there are others coming 
that are pending at this time.
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compasshcr.com
1404 Salisbury Ave., Spencer • 704-633-3892

Salisbury Police Chief Patrick “P.J.” Smith (left) and Downtown Development Director Sada 
Troutman (right) have a productive dialogue during the city’s strategic planning workshop.

(Brad Dountz photo)
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1905 ~ 120 Years

131 W. Innes St.,  Salisbury, NC
salisburypost.com
704-633-8950

1877 ~ 148 Years

Leading Rowan
Brokerage, Development, Property
Management, Investment Property

and Philanthropic Projects

wallacerealty.com | 704-636-2021

1882 ~ 143 Years

Think . Serve . Lead . Believe . Since 1882

salisburycatholicschool.org

Learners to Leaders

Salisbury, NC

Enrolling Now
for 2025-2026!

704-633-2841

www.organlutheran.church

1745 ~ 280 Years

Organ Lutheran
Church

Pastor Tonya Brittain
Visit our website at

www.organlutheran.church
for service times and events.

1515 Organ Church Rd.
Salisbury

704-279-3096

Celebrating 280 Years!

 1851 ~ 174 Years

Our 100th Year in Salisbury!

2300 West Innes Street
Salisbury, NC 28144

800.228.2922

Learn More
catawba.edu

Thank you and congratulations to all our businesses  

that have continued to provide quality service,  

entertainment and patron care for up to 280 years.

BUSINESSBUSINESS
HONOR ROLLHONOR ROLL
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We’re a family owned company  
specializing in residential and commercial  

pest management services.
1903 South Main St., Salisbury, NC

704-633-2938

1948 ~ 77 Years1938 ~ 87 Years

Ribbons - Silk Flowers
Wedding Supplies

Candles - Lots more! 

1109 N. Salisbury Ave.
Spencer, NC

704-633-2701

Raper’s
of Spencer

1907 ~ 118 Years

117th

1934 ~ 91 Years

Great Parts, Great Service
Great People - Come See Us! 

330 Depot St., Salisbury, NC

704-636-1041

Rouzer Motor Parts

1934 ~ 88 Years

Great Parts, Great Service
Great People - Come See Us! 

330 Depot St., Salisbury, NC

704-636-1041

Rouzer Motor Parts

1913 ~ 112 Years

Carolina Beverage 
Corporation:

 makers of Cheerwine

1413 Jake Alexander Blvd S.
Salisbury, NC

704-637-5881
www.cheerwine.com

1909 ~ 116 Years

704-633-1772

1907 ~ 118 Years

Family Owned and Operated 

1315 W. Innes Street, Salisbury, NC 28144
www.summersettfuneralhome.com

704-633-2111

1935 ~ 90 Years

“Serving the Area with Quality for 90 Years”
Brad Cauble/Danny Cauble Owners

1601 North Ridge Avenue
Kannapolis, NC

704-933-2143

BUSINESS
HONOR ROLL



5 6    S P I R I T  O F  R O W A N  2 0 2 5

Whitley, Jordan, Inge & Rary, P.A.
Attorneys and Counselors at Law

704-637-1111

1973 ~ 52 Years

305 N. Main St.
Salisbury, NC 28144

wjilaw.com

1970 ~ 55 Years

418 China Grove Hwy
Rockwell, NC 28138

704-279-3526
putnamscarpet1@gmail.com

www.putnamscarpet.com

Putnam’s 
Carpet 

Sales Inc.

1970 ~ 55 Years

Ritchie’s Steamway
Carpet & Upholstery

Cleaners

 

704-633-9418

1969 ~ 56 Years

 704-633-0462

WAGGONER
REALTY CO.
We're a family-owned 

company specializing in 
property management 

and real estate sales.
119 West Council Street

Salisbury
www.waggonerrealty.com

1969 ~ 56 Years

704-636-6037

Experience
More of Life

Better Hearing
512 Klumac Rd Ste 7,
Salisbury, NC 28144

1967 ~ 58 Years

From living room to dining room, 
lighting to rugs, we are here

to assist you with great products

1660 N. Main St.
 China Grove, NC 28023

barefurniture.co

704-857-2619

1965 ~ 60 Years

“Salisbury’s Place Since 1965”
Restaurant & Catering 

117 Statesville Blvd.

704-633-9953

1964 ~ 61 Years

Tuesday-Saturday
5 am-4 pm 

1760 North Main Street, 
China Grove

704-857-9417

1959 ~ 66 Years

704-636-1882

123 East Liberty St.
Downtown Salisbury

www.waterworks.org

Providing diverse opportunities
in the visual arts for all people

1950 ~ 75 Years

“Locally owned & operated”
Many thanks to all our customers!

1004 West Innes Street, Salisbury, NC

employment application!

OPEN ALL YEAR!

1950 ~ 75 Years

Since 1950, our family-owned 

and the surrounding communities 

215 N. Main St. 
Salisbury, NC 28144

704-639-1900

1949 ~ 76 Years

Salisbury Venetian
Blind, LLC

4101 Statesville Blvd.

Replacement Windows &
Window Coverings.

Salisbury, NC 28147
www.salisburyvenetianblind.com

704-636-4641
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BUSINESS
HONOR ROLL
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Lik
eUs!SeeUs!

1989 ~ 36Years

704-638-0082

Your Complete One Stop Nursery, Landscaping Service,
Garden Center & Christmas Shop!

2281 Statesville Blvd., Salisbury NC 28147
www.godleysgardencenter.com

www.ngkceramics.com

704-664-7000

119 Mazeppa Rd., 

NGK CERAMICS
USA, INC

Mooresville

1988 ~ 37 Years1986 ~ 39 Years

 Voted Best Hotdog
 in Rowan County

for nine years!
116 North Main Street
Downtown Salisbury

Tues.-Fri., 11 am-4 pm;
Sat., 11 am-3 pm

1985 ~ 40 Years

Special Machining & Repair 
Small Tool & Die Work. 

All types Brazing & Welding 

Reginald Hall, Owner
707 N. Salisbury Ave.

Granite Quarry 

704-279-6092

Rowan Precision
Machining, Inc.

“Your source for indoor comfort solutions”

205 Cedar Springs Road, Salisbury
www.stoutheatingandair.com

704-633-8095

1984 ~ 41 Years1984 ~ 41 Years

1810 W. Innes St.
Salisbury, NC  28144

Your local jewelry 
manufacturer, proudly 

serving the Salisbury area 
since 1984

windsorgalleryjewelers.com

704-633-7115

1981 ~ 44 Years

Salisbury’s Best Choice  
for Highest Quality Floor 

and Upholstery Care
Commercial & Residential

Free Estimates 
Senior Discounts

704-633-7030

Tom’s
Carpet
Care

1980 ~ 45 Years

CENTURY 21
TOWNE & COUNTRY

Dianne Greene, Broker/Owner
474 Jake Alexander Blvd. W.

Salisbury, N. C. 28147

704-637-7721

1979  ~ 46 Years

Voted Rowan County’s 
best place to buy health/

organic products for  
8 years in a row!

128 East Innes St.
Downtown Salisbury

simplygoodnaturalfoods.com

704-636-0889

Salisbury’s  
Most Complete 

Health Food Store 
Since 1979

1977 ~ 48 Years

Lumber • Hardwood • Plywood
PPG Paints • Stains • Flooring
Sakrete Plumbing • Electrical

& More!
3301 Salisbury Hwy

Statesville, NC 28677
lilshavers.com

704-872-3148 

1975 ~ 50 Years

BUSINESS
HONOR ROLL
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1999 ~ 26 Years

Fully Stocked  
Discount Golf Shop

890 W Ritchie Rd. 
Salisbury, NC  28147
 704-639-0011

3570 S. Main Street 
Salisbury, NC 28147

 superiorwallsnc.com

704-636-6200

1998 ~ 27 Years1997 ~ 28 Years

Replacement Experts

24 Hour Emergency 
Service

Service Contracts &  
Financing Available

www.sasloop.com

704-857-5684

1997 ~ 28 Years

228 Statesville Blvd.
Salisbury, NC

mleonardhampton@gmail.com
Selling Salisbury...Successfully!

704-239-3096

jeterchiro.com

1001 North Main St.
Salisbury

704-633-5156

1996 ~ 29Years

1995 ~ 30 Years

704.647.0340

105 S. Main St., Salisbury,  
NC 28144

Custom Picture Framing
Fine Art & Gifts

1994 ~ 31 Years

Open for dinner,
7 days: 5:00-9:00 pm

123 East Fisher Street
Downtown Salisbury

Call for reservations 

704-637-7144

728 Klumac Road, Salisbury, NC
www.trinityoaks.net

704-603-9202

1993 ~ 32 Years

1993 ~ 32 Years

Emporium

antiques, local artwork, furniture,  
home decor & much more!

230 East Kerr St., Downtown Salisbury

704-642-0039

1992 ~ 33 Years

215 Lash Drive
Salisbury 

laurelsofsalisbury.com

704-637-1182

A Skilled Nursing and 
Rehabilitation Center

1992 ~ 33 Years

ameripriseadvisors.com/michael.j.wright

704-754-5950

112 Moses Road
Suite B

 Rockwell, NC 28138

Michael J. Wright, CFP®
Over 30 years experience

& investment management

1990 ~ 35 Years

barnhardtjewelers.com

704-633-0618

112 E. Innes St.
 Salisbury, NC 28144

Barnhardt
Jewelers
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2010 ~ 15 Years

1030 Freeland Dr
Salisbury, NC 

 
www.elpatronsalisburync.com 

704-636-5300 

2009 ~ 16 Years2009 ~ 16 Years 

704-754-7733

in Rowan County
for nine years!

329 North Main Street
Downtown, Salisbury

2009 ~ 16 Years

Broker in charge

www.tmrrealtyinc.com

704-245-6184
704-433-2582

107 North Main Faith St.
Salisbury, NC 28146

2008 ~ 17 Years

112 S. Main St.
Salisbury, NC 28144

conferencewear.com

704-637-5144

2008 ~ 17 Years

caprianositaliancuisinenc.com

231 Faith Road
Salisbury, NC

704-636-3333

2006 ~ 19 Years

200 S. Main St.
Salisbury, NC 28144

shopcaniche.com

704-638-5522

Your one-stop
shop for gi�s,

home accessories,
and apparel!

2003 ~ 22 Years

In home sales and service for all of
your medical supply needs

Ketner Center
1706 West Innes Street, Salisbury, NC 28144

penrodmedical.com
704-630-1155

2003 ~ 22 Years

Adding value to our local
communities since 2003

108 S. Main Street
Downtown Salisbury

Support • Security
Cloud • Strategy

Hardware

2002 ~ 23 Years

IMAGE MATTERS

Salisbury, NC
MillerDavisAgency.com

704-637-5363

• Logo Development/Branding
• Website Development/SEO
• Video Production
• Digital/Social Marketing
• Vehicle Wraps/Lettering
• Business Signage
  (Exterior/Interior)
• Printing Services
• Photo Op Creation 
• Customized Event Printing 

2000 ~ 25 Years

Assisting you in wellness of your
Body, Mind & Spirit

120 E. Council St. Suite 400
Downtown Salisbury

salisburytherapeuticmassage.com

Salisbury Therapeutic
Massage

704-633-7623

2000 ~ 25 Years

Kepley & Son
Tractor Repair
& Restoration

2315 Briggs Road
Salisbury, NC

Gene & Billie Kepley III

704-633-7756

2003 ~ 22 Years

1510 W. Innes St.
Salisbury, NC 28144

romanositaliantogo.com

704-636-2221
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BY CHANDLER INIONS
chandler.inions@salisburypost.com

HINA GROVE — Making 
your way to downtown Chi-
na Grove typically promises 
for a pleasant outing no mat-

ter what the occasion. 
Whether you are going out to shop, 

eat, have a drink or visit the park, there 
is something to look forward to. And 

now, that experience is going to get even 
better.

Town staff and the council are tak-
ing steps to make parking, walking and 
accessing all that China Grove has to 
offer safer for visitors and residents. 
The Main Street Corridor Study and 
Streetscapes redevelopment is a com-
prehensive project that seeks to beau-
tify and revamp China Grove’s quaint 
downtown charm.

In 2022, the town of China Grove 

completed a planning study for the 
Main Street corridor. The study iden-
tified improvements for Main Street 
including new crosswalks, sidewalk im-
provements, placemaking, landscaping 
and more. The town and its consultant 
team continued that progress by devel-
oping plans for construction of Main 
Street from Ketchie Street to Patterson 
Street, including Hanna Park, with the 
intention of beginning construction in 
early 2025, hoping to have it ready for 

the town’s signature event Farmers’ Day 
in the summer.

Parks and Recreation Director Jill 
Sellers said that about 90 percent of the 
events that China Grove hosts take place 
downtown. With increased foot traffic 
as an inherent feature of those events, 
safety can become a concern.

“Our plan is going to improve park-
ing, improve some of the pedestrian 
safety, which is a really big thing, be-
cause we don’t have any crosswalks 

China Grove transforms 
its Main Street

C

The fun run start at the China Grove Main Street Challenge. (Aaron Cress photo)
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2023 ~ 2 Years

Your regional source for glass art supplies,
the works of local glass artists and stained glass 

and fusing classes since 2023
135 South Main St., Salisbury, NC 28144

glassingenuity.com
704-985-5157

Spencer Deli serves
made-to-order sandwiches,

rotating hot foods and
Hershey’s ice cream.

Like us on
(704) 431-4059
408 S Salisbury Ave , Spencer, NC

2025 ~ New

The 1st commissary in
Rowan County, located
in Spencer, provides a
shared kitchen for food
entrepreneurs to prepare

and package their products.

(347) 617-6441

2023 ~ 2 Years

Follow us on

1205 N Salisbury Ave., Spencer

2020 ~ 5 Years

204 South Main St.
Downtown Salisbury

Voted RoCo Gold No. 1
for four years in a row!

salisburydanceacademync.com

704-213-1137

2016 ~ 9 Years

1406-B West Innes St., Salisbury, NC
brickedandmore.com
704-603-4597

A�er School Programs 
• Summer Camps • Field Trips 

• Birthday Parties • Homeschool
• Teacher Training

• Robotics Competitions
 • Adult Programming

2016 ~ 9 Years

timelesswigsandmarvelousthings.com

704-633-0169

121 West Innes St.
Downtown Salisbury

Alternative Hair Solutions
for Women, Men & Children

2017 ~ 8 Years

• Criminal Defense

• DWI
• Expungement
• Family Law

129 North Main Street,
Downtown Salisbury 

704-216-1950

2016 ~ 9 Years

 
allscaperockwell.llc@gmail.com

Call us for your 
TOTAL LAWN MAINTENANCE 

& more!

Design • Install • Maintain
Licensed / Insured

704-433-5360

2013 ~ 12 Years

210 East Innes St.
Salisbury

www.salisburysalonspa.com

704-310-5941

210 East Innes St.
Salisbury

 Hair Salon, Massage, 
Skin Care, &  

Nail Care

2011 ~ 14 Years

1714 W. Innes St.,  Salisbury, NC 28144
mykonosgrillnc.com

704-762-9590

2011 ~ 14 Years

111 W. Innes St., Downtown Salisbury

Premium bicycles, gear,
apparel, service & repairs

skinnywheels.com

704-762-9537

2019 ~ 6 Years

704 B J. Alexander Blvd W
 Salisbury, NC 28147

phenomwellcbd.com

980-330-3073

2024 ~ 1 Year

Cloward Realty
105 N. Main Street, 
Salisbury, NC 28144

 (704) 502-8383

clowardrealty.com
jessicacloward1@gmail.com
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In the Spirit of Excellence

livingstone.edu

Dr. Jo-Sette Wilkes
Associate Professor,
Chemistry

livingstone.edu

Dr. Jo-Sette Wilkes
Associate Professor,
Chemistry

In the Spirit of ExcellenceIn the Spirit of ExcellenceIn the Spirit of ExcellenceIn the Spirit of ExcellenceIn the Spirit of Excellence

FULLY INSURED

24 HOUR EMERGENCY TREE WORK

Check out our work 

downtown, and this is going to put a cou-
ple of them in, and that’s going to help a 
lot,” Sellers said.

Nestled in the middle of China Grove 
is Hanna Park. It offers a stage and 
green space in a central location for the 
town’s get togethers. 

Sellers indicated that planned im-
provements to Hanna Park are aimed 
to make it more “inviting for people,” 
since because there’s going to be lights 
and there’s going to be picnic tables for 
people to sit.

“We were fortunate to get enough 
money to include Hanna Park,” Sellers 
said. “It really ties into events because 
it is going to make the event process a 
lot more friendly for people who come to 
Farmers Day and any event that brings 
people to downtown.”

The project has a few components.
Bulb-outs will create a greater op-

portunity for landscaping, branding 
and placemaking elements while prov-
ing horizontal deflection that can calm 
traffic speeds when deployed correctly. 
Bulb outs also serve to minimize the 
crossing distance for those walking. 

Crosswalks added at intersections 

along Main Street will provide safe, 
visible locations for pedestrians to cross 
that don’t currently exist. When couple 
with the bulb-outs, the pedestrian cross-
ing experience is made better by short-
ening crossing distances and allowing 
for those walking to better see around 
parked vehicles.

The bulb outs offer a chance for en-
hancing downtown beautification by cre-
ating a space for landscaping. Under-sto-
ry trees and native species can enhance 
the overall appearance of Main Street 
and improve the pedestrian space by 
providing shade and vegetated buffers. 

Wayfinding to direct people to plac-
es of interest within the downtown area 
was one of the most popular sentiments 
expressed to the project team during the 
stakeholder interviews with Main Street 
business owners. 

Seating can be provided in Hanna 
Park for people wishing to eat downtown 
and the benches along the road can be 
reoriented away from the street to face 
each other and provide for better gath-
ering spaces. 

“It may not seem like big changes, but 
I feel like there’s gonna be a lot of small 

Bill and Juanita Allman dance to the musical stylings of the Cat 5 Band in Hanna Park at 
Farmers Day in China Grove (Chandler Inions photo)
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A Skilled Nursing and Rehabilitation Center

704-639-9500
2050 Statesville Blvd. 1007 East Innes St.

704-633-9585

Family Style
Seafood at its Best!

Serving Rowan County Since 1984
Follow us onBlueBay-Seafood.com

Choral Director Amber Edwards directs several dozen China Grove middle 
schoolers as they belt out the words to some of the most beloved Christmas songs.

(Ben Stansell photo)
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205 Cedar Springs Rd, Salisbury, NC 28147
www.stoutheatingandair.com

704-251-5548704-251-5548

EVERY TRANE AIR CONDITIONER, FURNACE AND 

HEAT PUMP IS ENGINEERED, BUILT AND TESTED 

TO RUN, RUN AND RUN—JUST LIKE YOU.

WE RUN
TOGETHER.
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WE RUN
TOGETHER.

changes that come together and really 
make some of our events feel a lot more 
community based,” Sellers said.

At the end of the day, its about quality 
over quantity and ensuring that China 
Grove gives its visitors and residents ev-
erything they expect when they come 
downtown.

Town Manager Franklin Gover in-
dicated that the town has been on the 
receiving end of various form as as-
sistance including N.C. Department 
of Commerce Rural Transformation 
grants.

“We received two RTG Grants 
$49,999 for planning and $775,000 for 
downtown revitalization,” Gover said in 
an email.

China Grove also received a large sum 
from the N.C. legislature. 

“Our local legislators helped the town 
receive a generous appropriation from 
the General Assembly for $825,000,” he 
said. 

Sellers and town staff are excited 
about the lineup of events for 2025 and 

what the improved setting will mean for 
them. 

“We listened to the residents and lis-
tened to our downtown businesses and 
listened to our Parks Board and our 
stakeholders,” Sellers said, adding that 
they started to explore what they had 
done traditionally and how they could 
improve upon the town’s offerings. 

“We took a step back and looked at all 
of our events,” she said. “... There is a new 
fall event that’s going to happen down-
town, and that’s going to be kind of like 
a little mini Main Street Fall Festival. 
And then our other big event is Christ-
mas in the Grove, which is also a Main 
Street festival that is all about commu-
nity. That’s kind of like our key word, the 
theme of 2025, is community.”

Not every event is going to fill the 
streets like Farmer’s Day, but that 
doesn’t change the goal.

“It may not be like huge events where 
you see, like, 5,000 people but if we can 
make it a meaningful event for 500 peo-
ple, that’s just as important,” Sellers said.

Jason Atkins sings as he plays piano as one of the entertainers at Farmer’s Day on Main Street, 
China Grove. (Elisabeth Strillacci photo)
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Above: A farmer smiles at waving 
spectators as he drives his tractor through 

downtown China Grove.
(Ben Stansell photo)

Left: Eric Sutton (left), co-founder of 
Metabolic Life Centers, speaks with Jim 
Barrett (right) at the community health 

fair in China Grove. (Brad Dountz photo)
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RockwellRockwell
to explore,to explore,
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welcomes youwelcomes you
shop and live.shop and live.

Authentic
Mexican Cuisine

(980)-332-0010
www.LosJacubesMexicanRestaurant.com

966 W. Main Street
(Food Lion Shopping Center)

Rockwell, NC

Open Monday - Sunday

Follow us on

• ESTATE
AUCTIONS

• APPRAISALS
• ONLINE

AUCTIONS
• ANTIQUES &

COLLECTIBLES
• BUY & SELL

214 E Main St., Rockwell
704-279-1414

lot14onmain.hibid.com

Bargain Store Furniture

Josey Collection reclining living room suite by Best Home Furnishings
Available in many colors & upholstery styles!

Lifetime mechanism warranty. Made in America.

Unity Collection sectional by Best Home Furnishings
Available in many colors, upholstery styles & leather!
Lifetime mechanism warranty. Made in America.

Bargain Store Furniture
8525 Hwy 52, Rockwell, NC

(704) 209-1367
Check us out on

Wall-to-Wall Value
Carpet • Area Rugs • Tile
Hardwood • Laminate • LV Flooring

Fast Installation

Putnam’s CarpetPutnam’s Carpet
418 China Grove Hwy. Rockwell418 China Grove Hwy. Rockwell
(704) 279-3526(704) 279-3526
www.putnamscarpet.comwww.putnamscarpet.com
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BY ELISABETH STRILLACCI
elisbeth.strillacci@salisburypost.com

ANNAPOLIS — The city 
may have just celebrated 
its 40th birthday, but it has 
long been ahead of the curve 

with its outdoor and recreational plans, 
revisiting the issue every 10 years.

In March of 2024, the city council 
approved the 2024-2034 Parks and Rec-
reation Comprehensive Master Plan. 
Parks and Recreation Director Gary 
Mills said the current master plan has 
been “under construction” since late 
2022. As always, the city relied heavily 
on input from residents in determining 
the role parks and recreation facilities 

and events would be used, letting their 
feedback help the city select an ongoing 
theme.

“Our brand is ‘Discover a Healthy 
Life’,” said Mills. “When we receive 
input from residents, their top priori-
ties are consistent with having healthy 
spaces and activities. Everything from 
greenways to parks to sidewalks for 

people to have access to public spaces.”
In the work to update the new 10-year 

plan, the city turned to the consulting 
firm Benesch, which aided the city in 
conducting surveys, focus group and 
community input meetings. Residents 
provided details such as what parks they 
visit most often, what aspects of parks 
and recreation are most important to 

Kannapolis plans new 
Eastside Park as part of 
10-year wellness goals

K

This rendering of the location of and plans for Eastside Park in Kannapolis capture the scale of the future facility.
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them, and where they would prioritize 
funding. After collecting all the perti-
nent information, Benesch staff listed 
out the plan’s main recommendations for 
facilities and programming.

The city has five greenways: Bakers 
Creek, 8th Street, Rocky River, Safrit 
and Irish Buffalo Creek. One result of 
the studies for the new plan was the fact 
that people want the city to continue with 
the greenways, both in maintenance and 
in development.

Among other recommendations, resi-
dents hoped for the construction of East-
side and Westside parks.

“We do not have a park on this side 
of the city,” said Mills, “and input from 
the public indicated that this was an area 
where they would like the city to provide 
parks and recreation opportunities for 
our residents.”

But this did not happen overnight. 
The park has been many years in the 
making. In 2017, Kannapolis bought 33 
acres off of Midlake  Avenue as the site 
for the park. the parcel begins just be-
yond Pond Ridge Road, and runs behind 
Forest Pond Road.

Once the decision was made to move 
forward with the location of this next 
park, the information gathered was used 
to determine what amenities would be 
offered. The Eastside Park master plan 
was approved in 2019 with plans for 
picnic shelters, lakefront walking trails 
and access to area lakes including Fish-
er Lake in Concord, a playground, a dog 
park, a splash pad, paddle boats and open 

“The Pre-Insulated Basement Specialist ”
• Basements • Stucco houses

Office buildings

www.superiorwallsnc.com

877-896-9255 • 704-636-6200
704-636-6289 Fax

3570 South Main Street 
Salisbury, NC 28147

Kannapolis Cannon Ballers mascot Boomer 
strikes a pose at the Jiggy with the Piggy 

festival.
(Brad Dountz photo)

The farmers market in Kannapolis is a popular event. (Submitted photo)
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space. Plans show one entrance and exit, 
and the dog parks, for small and large 
dogs, will be at the front of the park. 
Much of the property will remain green 
space for walking/biking trails, with a 
back portion cleared parking and the 
amenities. There are also plans for a 
possible pollinator garden and an os-
prey platform, nods to existing nature 
on the site.

Access to the park, trails, playground 
and dog park will be free, but Mills said 
there may be a nominal fee for things 
like the paddle boats.

Because the park abuts Fisher Lake, 
it was important that Kannapolis and 
Concord have a good working relation-
ship, which Mills says is in place.

“We have a strong, healthy relation-
ship with Concord that spans decades. 
We work positively with them on a num-

ber of initiatives,” he said.
The total cost of the park, $5.2 mil-

lion, includes a $500,000 NC Parks and 
Recreation Trust Fund (PARTF) grant. 
Construction is expected to begin this 
fall and be completed in 2026.

The city has a population close 
to 54,000 residents, with continued 
growth each year. In addition to the 
parks and amenities, the city supports 
its healthy lifestyle brand with events 
and activities, such as Loop the Loop. 
There are designated walking loops 
downtown and at the city schools, 
though participants aren’t required to 
use the loops. Participation involves 
logging distances of walks, runs or bike 
rides, and participants can even regis-
ter their dogs. The goal is to complete 
150 miles by the end of the year. At the 
end of each quarter, participants are 

eligible to earn prizes, including ones 
for canines.

When the city gathers input from 
residents, Mills said it is always in-
teresting to see suggestions that show 
up for activities that are currently in 
vogue. Throughout the years, there 
have been suggestions for cricket, for 
a skate park, and most recently, splash 
pads have been popping up at nearly 
every public park.

The parks and recreation depart-
ment has also expanded its horizons, 
with a Cultural Arts/Historic Preser-
vation program that has been funded 
in the department. Which means in ad-
dition to outdoor activities, this addi-
tional program plans and promotes cul-
tural events and historic preservation 
activities. The program also includes 
the Kannapolis African-American Mu-

seum and Cultural Center. 
Overall, however, open spaces and 

outdoor activities and amenities have 
been priorities desired by residents 
and recognized by city leadership for 
decades.

“Our residents have given us input 
that their health is a priority,” said 
Mills. “It is our brand, and residents 
contributed to the research and design 
of that brand. They continue to let us 
know that parks and recreation is a 
priority. Our parks and greenways are 
always busy with people who are run-
ning, walking, cycling or playing games 
with their children and dogs. Tennis 
courts, ballfields and pickleball courts 
are full. Every summer the splash pads 
are crowded. Our outdoor spaces are 
fully utilized and we love that people 
are using them.”

The Cannon Ballers take to the field in Kannapolis. (Jon C. Lakey photo)
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Join the Journey

 • Master of Divinity • Master of Theological Studies
 • Doctor of Ministry • Master of Arts in Chaplaincy 
 •Master of Arts in Christian Education
•Master of Arts in Christian Ministry
•Graduate Certificate Programs • Continuing Education

Gifted Faculty Accessible
Campus

Diverse
Community

Hood Theological Seminary is sponsored by the A.M.E. Zion Church, 
approved by the University Senate of The United Methodist Church, 
and fully accredited by the Association of Theological Schools. 

CONTACT US:
1810 Lutheran Synod Drive, 
Salisbury, NC 28144 
hoodseminary.edu       704-636-7611 

Affordable 
Tuition

On-Campus and Online
Classes Available

Admissions: 
704-636-6455         admissions@hoodseminary. edu

The carousel in 
Kannapolis is 
always a hit, 
especially during 
the holidays. 
(Submitted photo)
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VOTING CARMAZONE THE BEST!VOTING CARMAZONE THE BEST!

Flexible Financing Options!

428 Jake Alexander Blvd, S. Salisbury, NC 28147

CALL 704.216.1500 TODAY!

www.carmazone.com

Two 
States, 
Driven 
By One 
Team!

Thanking the community for 
VVOOTTIINNGG  CCAARRMMAAZZOONNEE  TTHHEE  BBEESSTT!!

With below-market 
pricing, an extensive 
selection of quality 

vehicles, and flexible 
financing options tailored 
to fit your budget, getting 

behind the wheel has 
never been easier!


