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fmbnc.com
Member FDIC

F&M Bank was voted the  

“Best Financial Institution  

in Rowan County” for an  

incredible 12 years in a row!  

Every day, we work hard to 

earn your continued support. 

But truthfully? It’s pretty easy 

to offer the superior service 

you’ve come to expect when 

you work with such amazing  

people and communities. 

There’s nowhere we’d rather  

be than right here, having a  

ball with you!

WE’RE SO 
EXCITED!
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e hope readers will 
find this year’s Spirit 
of Rowan our best to 
date. Certainly we 

are excited to bring it to you. Rowan 
County is at a rare moment in time. 
We are not only recovering, but our 
economic development and job growth 
are way ahead of where 
we were just a few years 
ago. That’s something 
few would have ex-
pected, and even fewer 
can claim. The recent 
economic development 
news is so positive, in 
fact, it often sounds ex-
aggerated: Millions of 
square feet of business development, 
businesses with household names like 
Macy’s coming and more than 10,000 
new jobs being created.

And at the Economic Development 
Council’s recent annual meeting, 
keynote speaker Didi Caldwell of 

Global Location Strategies shed light 
on some trends that indicate there 
may be more to come. One comment 
that certainly made many ears perk 
up was that we did not need to worry 
about losing jobs to China — we lost 
them already. But tables have turned 
and now China is losing global market 
share, big projects and job growth. 
She pointed out that between 2008 and 
2017 North America had 30 percent 
of the world’s mega projects, but from 
2018 to 2021 North America leaped to 
53 percent of global market share, far 
outpacing all other regions, including 
China, which lost significant ground. 
She describes mega projects as those 
costing at least $1 billion in capital 
expense and creating 1,000 or more 
new jobs.

Bringing that home, North Caroli-
na is a leading destination for many 
of these mega projects. We are fifth 
in the entire country in announced 
projects, and first in manufacturing 

projects. Even closer to home, Rowan 
County is considered one the hottest 
Charlotte area market, if not the hot-
test, for large projects. Proximity to a 
major airport, the interstate and Char-
lotte; not being in a hurricane zone; 
still being comparatively affordable; 
and offering an exceptional quality of 
life make a combination that is hard to 
beat. The local chamber of commerce 
and economic development officials 
have been saying this for years, and 
now that message seems to be getting 
through better than ever. All recent 
EDC goals have been surpassed with 
big margins.

As much as all of this is exciting, 
people have been coming here, raising 
families and staying here for gener-
ations prior to the current economic 
trends. Along with mother nature, it 
is Rowan families that deserve the 
majority of credit for making this 
a desirable place. Generations have 
worked tirelessly to improve the coun-

ty they call home. Along the way, a lot 
of stories have been created, a lot of 
history made.

In this edition of the Spirit of 
Rowan, we focus of some of the less-
er-known new happenings, such as the 
recent growth of downtown Landis 
and Rockwell, along with looking back 
at some of the lesser-know stories 
about Rowan’s past that we think ev-
eryone here should know. Among the 
highlights are the Kepley Farmhouse, 
which has been standing since the 
early 1800s, how mill towns are rein-
venting themselves and the contribu-
tions that many women have made to 
Rowan’s history.

Rowan County is a special place 
and we know we are lucky to be here. 
We hope you enjoy this year’s Spirit 
of Rowan, and even if you have spent 
your life here, we hope you find a few 
stories that are new to you, and give 
us all the more reason we all like to 
call Rowan County home.

L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E  P U B L I S H E R

Now and then: Rowan County surges 
into the future, cherishes its heritage

W

R O W A N  A T  A  G L A N C E

Population
(2020 U.S. Census)

• Rowan County: 146,875
• Salisbury: 35,540
• Kannapolis: 53,114
• China Grove: 4,434
• Spencer: 3,308
• Landis: 3,690
• Granite Quarry: 2,984
• Rockwell: 2,302
• East Spencer: 1,567
• Cleveland: 846
• Faith: 819

Gender, race
and ethnicity
(2020 U.S. Census)
• White alone, not Hispanic 

or Latino: 68.18%
• Hispanic or Latino: 10.85%
• Black or African-American 

alone: 15.48%
• Native American: 1.02% 
• Asian: 1.02%
• Pacific Islander: 0.05%
• Other/mixed: 4.12%

Land and water
• Total acres of land: 327,141

• Land area in square miles: 511.37

• Population per square mile: 287.2

• Total acres of farmland: 121,145 acres

• Water surface of High Rock Lake: 15,180 
acres (Rowan and Davidson)

• Shoreline total: 365 miles (Rowan 
and Davidson)

Business
and economy
• Median household income: 
$54,382

• Total employer 
establishments: 4,405

• Work distribution: 34% blue 
collar, 65% white collar

John
Carr
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Local restaurants 
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tried-and-true 
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WWW.ROWANCOUNTYNC.GOV

The Rowan County Board of Commissioners is committed to serving and representing 
Rowan County through responsive and effective leadership.  We are honored to 
serve our residents and guests and are working hard to provide a wonderful quality 
of life for all who live, work and play in our community.  

We believe in working together to promote a cooperative, unified spirit as we 
address the key issues that impact our families, our businesses and our quality of 
life.  Providing competitive opportunities for industry is accomplished through the 
ready availability of land, buildings, infrastructure and a modern, highly-trained 
workforce.

Whether you are looking for a place to raise a family, locate a business or enjoy your 
hard-earned retirement, opportunity abounds here.  By working together we can 
show others how great it is to call Rowan County home.

A message from the Rowan County 
Board of Commissioners

The Rowan County Board of Commissioners is committed to serving and representing 
Rowan County through responsive and effective leadership.  We are honored to 
serve our residents and guests and are working hard to provide a wonderful quality 
of life for all who live, work and play in our community.  

We believe in working together to promote a cooperative, unified spirit as we 
address the key issues that impact our families, our businesses and our quality of 
life.  Providing competitive opportunities for industry is accomplished through the 
ready availability of land, buildings, infrastructure and a modern, highly-trained 
workforce.

Back Row: Mike Caskey, Jr., Judy Klusman, Craig Pierce
    

Front Row: Greg Edds, Jim Greene 

Back Row: Craig Pierce, Judy Klusman, Mike Caskey, Jr.   Front Row: Jim Greene, Greg Edds
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$20 MILLION IN LOCAL INVENTORY

NOBODY GETS IT TO YOU FASTER THAN THE TEAM 
AT QUEEN CITY AUDIO VIDEO & APPLIANCES

SAME DAY OR NEXT DAY DELIVERY

WE ALSO OFFER2166 Statesville Blvd.
Salisbury, NC 28144
Monday-Saturday 9am - 7pm
704-637-3966 | QueenCityOnline.com

$20 MILLION IN LOCAL INVENTORY

NOBODY GETS IT TO YOU FASTER THAN THE TEAM 
AT QUEEN CITY AUDIO VIDEO & APPLIANCES

SAME DAY OR NEXT DAY DELIVERY

WE ALSO OFFER2166 Statesville Blvd.
Salisbury, NC 28144
Monday-Saturday 9am - 7pm
704-637-3966 | QueenCityOnline.com

$25 MILLION IN LOCAL INVENTORY
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A classroom is forever
A look inside the life of two historic schools

BY CHANDLER INIONS
chandler.inions@salisburypost.com

reathing new life into a space 
that was once filled with the 
sounds of children playing 
and learning is proving a 

worthwhile endeavor for the people 
of Cleveland because the same places 
where they learned their multiplica-

tion tables are becoming community 
fixtures.

R.A. Clement School in Cleveland 
was built in the 1920s for Black chil-
dren during segregation. Students went 
through the 12th grade. However, the 
last graduating class was in 1968.

The school was built as part of the 
Rosenwald Fund, which supported con-
struction of more than 5,000 schools for 

Black students in the Southern states 
during the early 20th century.

After the school shut its doors, the 
West Rowan Neighborhood Center Ad-
visory Council took it over and started 
using it as a community center. As the 
building aged, cracks and infrastructure 
issues began to reveal themselves. A re-
pair budget was not always sufficient, 
but community members did what they 

could to keep the building in use.
Leonard Hall serves as the caretaker 

for the school today. For Hall, a former 
student, it’s important to keep it going, if 
no longer as a school, at least as a fixture 
of the town he grew up in.

“Our forefathers put money into this 
place to get it built, and we need to try 
to keep it going,” Hall said.

As the building has deteriorated, so, 

Leonard Hall takes care of the R. A. Clement School and does everything he can to make sure his organization gives back to the community, such as in the form of scholarships.
(Chandler Inions photo)

B



P R O G R E S S  E D I T I O N     9



1 0    S P I R I T  O F  R O W A N  2 0 2 3

too, have its appliances. Community 
members have done what they can to 
get by.

“We have been using window units 
to heat and cool the building,” Hall said. 
“We finally raised enough money to get 
central heating and air. We’ve been us-
ing the building all the time, but with the 
better system, we can heat and cool in the 
winter and the summertime.”

The building continues to house 
events, which range from family re-
unions to birthdays to the occasional 
block party.

“We’ve had some pretty good music 
programs down here, too,” Hall said.

Not far down the road is the Cleve-
land School, or what’s left of it anyway. 
In 2019, the bulk of the old school was 
torn down.

Cleveland School originally served 
students in all grades before the con-
struction of West Rowan High School, 

which opened in the fall of 1959. It then 
served as Cleveland Elementary School 
until the new West Rowan Elementary 
School opened nearby.

What was left standing, the school’s 
media center and auditorium, has been 
converted into the West Branch of the 
Rowan Public Library.

To build the branch, Rowan County 
renovated and repurposed the media 
center and auditorium of the former 
campus. The media center became the 
main library space, complete with books, 
desktop computers and laptops. As for 
the auditorium, it is now suitable for host-
ing live performances and other enter-
tainment, such as a recent recipe swap.

The library supervisor, Lyndsey 
Maloney, indicated a desire to see the 
library not just be a place where people 
came to check out written stories but to 
swap personal ones as well.

At the recipe swap, some Cleveland 

The former Cleveland Elementary School now serves as the West Branch of the Rowan Public Library system and its auditorium offers a space for the community to get together for events like a 
recent slow-cooker recipe swap, below. (Chandler Inions photos)
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FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
www.ncmanufacturinginstitute.com

Rowan-Cabarrus Community College:  
Wes Prosser • wes.prosser@rccc.edu 

704-216-3910
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these Rowan County employers 
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students graduating from the 
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thank you
for voting RDC

BEST MEDICAL FACILITY
in Rowan County

Celebrating 52 years of outstanding care!

Gastroenterology Primary Care Pulmonology
Dietician Sleep Medicine Rheumatology

704-633-7220  www.rowandiagnos�c.com

ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS

school alums, Connie Smith-Christy and Cyndi 
Allison, shared some memories and swapped 
old teachers’ names.

“Back then, they would not have enough stu-
dents to fill two classes,” Allison said. “When I 
was in first grade, there were not enough for 
two classes, but there were too many for one, 
so I was in a first-second combination class. I 
did second grade classes in first grade.”

She was in a regular second grade class 
the following year, so she had a leg up on her 
classmates.

Their fondest memory emanated from the 
cafeteria.

“They made everything from scratch, even 
the hamburger buns,” Allison said. “That was 
the best food ever. You were sitting there try-
ing to do your homework, and you could smell 
the yeast bread come wafting down the hall. 
They made homemade soup. They never did 
anything like those tater tots heated up.”

Sometimes the simplest things in life are 
the ones that mean the most to you.

“When it was really hot, we got to go out 
and have an orange juice,” Allison said. “The 
principal would bring the big tray out with all 
the little Dixie cups, and everyone would run 
over and get a frozen orange juice.”

Students may not be roaming the halls at 
R.A. Clement School or the Cleveland School 
anymore, but if they are willing, they can still 
learn a thing or two with a visit. Leonard and Darryl Hall like to keep their eyes on the former R.A. Clement School, serving as its caretakers. (Chandler Inions photos)
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catawba.edu

APPLY TODAY!

One of the Nation’s 

Best Colleges - 

Princeton Review 

Best 388 Colleges 

Guide 2023 Edition

Recieve a state 

of the art college 

education either in 
person or online

Learn skills you need to 
be highly marketable

 

in the workforce

CERTIFICATIONS

seniors in Rowan County 
Schools can take one FREE 

class each semester

JOINT ENROLLMENT

3 masters programs

to further your career

GRADUATE

 A variety of professionally-
focused degrees for 

the working adult

ONLINE

164
Rowan County Students 

call Catawba College home! 

70+ 
Academic Programs

99.1% 
of graduates are employed 

or in grad school within 
one year of graduation

23
NCAA Division II Sports

640 Statesville Blvd, Ste 3, Salisbury, NC 28144 • salisburyendodontics.com • 704-637-3636

Serving Salisbury/Rowan for over 25 years!

Quality patient care, pain diagnosis, root canal 
 therapy and dental trauma management.

Brett Henson, DDS

(704) 636-6681
www.snowbenefitsgroup.com

• Health Insurance • Dental • Vision
• STD • LTD • Life • Medicare

(704) 636-6681
www.snowbenefitsgroup.com

• Health Insurance • Dental • Vision
• STD • LTD • Life • Medicare
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BY CHANDLER INIONS
chandler.inions@salisburypost.com

owntown Salisbury is home 
to many restaurants, water-
ing holes, parks and plazas. 
With the help of some local 

developers, it will be home to many more 
people in the near future too.

Several older buildings in the down-
town area are being restored as resi-
dential spaces above the street-level 
storefronts. While they vary in size and 

scope, the developers’ missions align to 
bring more people to downtown Salis-
bury while preserving history.

Josh Barnhardt is one of those de-
velopers. He recently renovated “The 
Salisbury,” located at 121 W. Council St. 
The building is about 100 years old and 
was constructed by the Southern Bell 
Telephone Company. For many years, it 
was just offices.

The “Salisbury” now boasts 12 units, 
with six one-bedroom apartments and 
six two-bedroom units varying in size 

from 650 to 1,100 square feet, with four 
units on each floor. A lot of tenants are 
already moving in.

Barnhardt indicated 
that he loves what he does 
for several reasons.

“It’s really special see-
ing people make these 
spaces their home, espe-
cially seeing them fall in 
love with these spaces as 

much as I have,” Barnhardt said. “I have 
several people selling their homes they 

lived in for 30, 40 or 50 years to move in 
and make it their new home, and they 
couldn’t be more excited.

“When you get to the finished product 
and get to share with others, you really 
enjoy it, and it’s worth all the hard work, 
stress and risk.”

Barnhardt is working on projects 
around the region, but he’s got another 
one just up the street from the Salisbury 
building, the old Empire Hotel on Main 
Street. While the Empire Hotel is older 
and significantly larger than the Salis-

Downtown living
Reinventing home in the heart of historic Salisbury

Developers at the Empire Hotel intend to turn the large mezzanine and open floor space into a high-end restaurant. Other parts of the building will become apartments and hotel rooms. 
(Submitted photo)

D
Barnhardt
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MISSION:
To provide professional law enforcement 

to the citizens of Rowan County, North Carolina 

mission encompasses functions of courthouse 
security, civil process, operation of detention facility, 

investigations and community patrol.

   
268th Year of the

1754-1758 David Jones
1758-1759 Edward Hughes
1759-1763 Benjamin Miller
1763-1764 William Massey
1764-1767 Francis Locke
1767-1768 Griffith Rutherford
1768-1769 Andrew Allison
1769-1769 Adam Allison
1769-1771 William Temple Coles
1771-1772 James McKay
1772-1774 Daniel Little, Esq.
1774-1777 James Kerr
1777-1779 Galbraith Falls
1779-1779 George Henry Berger
1779-1779 Samuel Hughey
1779-1779 Josiah Rounsevall, Esq.
1780-1780 Moses Winslow, Esq.
1780-1781 William Brandon, Esq.
1781-1781 Peter Faust
1781-1782 James Craige
1782-1785 John Brevard Jr.
1785-1786 John Brevard Sr.
1786-1787 Hugh Terrence (Torrence)
1787-1790 Lewis Beard
1790-1792 Isaac Jones
1792-1794 John Braly (Brawley) Jr.
1794-1808 John Troy
1808-1813 Edward Chambers
1813-1814 John Smith, Esq.
1814-1818 Alexander Frohock
1818-1820 John Beard, Esq.
1820-1824 Samuel Jones
1824-1826 Charles Fisher
1826-1828 Isaac D. Jones
1828-1837 Fielding Slater
1837-1841 John H. Hardie
1841-1849 Richard W. Long
1849-1858 Caleb Kluttz
1858-1865 W. A. Walton
1865-1866 Solomon Kluttz

1867-1872 W. A. Walton
1872-1880 C. F Waggoner
1880-1890 Charles C. Krider
1890-1900 J. M. Monroe
1900-1906 D. R. Julian
1906-1908 Hodge Krider
1908-1914 J. H. McKenzie
1914-1928 J. H. Krider
1928-1930 R. P. Lyerly
1930-1931 W. Locke McKenzie
1931-1932 Cal Miller
1932-1950 J. H. Krider
1950-1966 Arthur J. Shuping
1966-1986 John Stirewalt
1986-1986 Junius L. “June” Bost
1986-1998 Robert “Bob” G. Martin
1998-2009 George Wilhelm
2009-2022 Kevin L. Auten
2022-Present Travis Allen

New Leadership-Proven Experience
Sheriff Travis Allen and the Rowan County Sheriff ’s 

Office are proud to serve the citizens of Rowan County.

Sheriff Travis Allen

bury project, Barnhardt indicated that 
the processes are similar.

“As you start doing this, you figure 
out the looks that you know will work,” 
Barnhardt said. “You start to put togeth-
er the puzzle pieces that you know will 
fit. With every project, it is going to be 
unique. You try to figure out what the 
building is giving you.”

Identifying those assets takes time, 
but finding out what they are early on, 
Barnhardt indicated, illuminates the 
path to the final product.

“A lot of times you have to walk 
through the building when it’s wide open 
and spend time walking and thinking be-
fore you start to really find out what the 
space and the building are giving you to 
work with and then adapt to that,” Barn-
hardt said. “With each project, you have 
to dig in and spend time in it to start to 
visualize what can work where.”

When the Empire Hotel project is fin-
ished, there will be a restaurant, hotel 
rooms and about 40 apartments ranging 
in size and room counts.

Not far down the street from the Em-
pire Hotel is the Bell Block building. It 
is being renovated to include seven 
two-bedroom, two-bathroom apart-
ments by Bill and Cora Greene.

The Bell Block Building is named 
for the sister of David Gaskill, a tobac-

co magnate from around the turn of 
the 20th century, who nearly became 
Salisbury’s mayor. Its prominence and 
proximity to central downtown made it 
a popular location for business people.

“At the time, all the big-wigs had of-
fices here,” Bill Greene said.

The three-story 1898 Richardson Ro-
manesque structure sits on the north-
east corner of Main and Fisher streets. 
The granite exterior is enough to cap-
ture the attention of anyone who is just 
walking by, but inside lies even more to 
awe. A signature wooden staircase and 
high-wooden archways demand visitors’ 
attention.

Rumor has it that when George 
Clooney visited Salisbury while filming 
Leatherheads, he was so enamored with 
archways inside the Bell Block building 
that he commissioned replicas for his 
Italian estate.

Although the building has been home 
to various storefronts, the two upper 
floors have been vacant for decades.

The Greenes love Salisbury and want 
to see the downtown flourish.

“It is kind of a vanity project for my 
wife and me,” Greene said. “We are ded-
icated to downtown. And we really want 
to make it better.”

While a passionate development team 
bolsters any project, it cannot run off of 

Cora, left, and Bill Greene are reimagining the space in the top two floors of the Bell Block 
Building in downtown Salisbury. (Chandler Inions photo)
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that alone.
“A lot of things have to come togeth-

er to make something like this happen,” 
Greene said. “It’s a big project. It takes 
capital and imagination.”

Greene has taken advantage of appli-
cable tax credits that can be applied to 
projects such as his, and he also indicat-
ed that the city has been helpful in more 
ways than one.

“I’ll compliment the city,” Greene 

said. “For the last five years, the city 
has been very aggressive in putting in-
centives out because they know down-
town living is working for many other 
communities. A lot of other communities 
have challenges doing that, so they have 
had a very focused incentive program.”

With any project, especially a historic 
one, there will be challenges.

“I have seven units going in here,” 
Greene said. “Reality is, I probably 

needed nine or 10 units for all the costs. 
But where I lost them was the common 
area with the beautiful stairwell.”

He also indicated that splitting some 
of the apartments to get to that desired 
unit number would have compromised 
the quality of the apartments they were 
trying to create.

Since Greene’s building and those 
that Barnhardt has been working on all 
fall under Salisbury’s historic district, 

increased regulatory standards exist 
that can impact what they can do. It’s 
also a benefit because of the historic 
preservation tax credits.

It makes a difference, and it makes 
these types of projects possible. These 
renovations are just some of the many 
that are transforming downtown Salis-
bury into a place where people don’t just 
work but live, too, all the while preserv-
ing parts of Salisbury’s history.

Like us on Facebook 

Left: The Bell Block Building in downtown Salisbury will soon be home to seven apartments after renovations are completed. Right: A renovated kitchen space in the Salisbury building on West 
Council Street in downtown. (Chandler Inions photos)



P R O G R E S S  E D I T I O N     1 7

  YOUR
FUTURE
   IS HERE

+ AFFORDABLE AND HIGH-QUALITY CLASSES 

+ PERSONALIZED ATTENTION

+ ONLINE AND HYBRID OPTIONS

+ CREDITS THAT TRANSFER

THESE ARE JUST A FEW OF THE REASONS YOUR
BEST EDUCATION IS RIGHT AROUND THE CORNER.

START TODAY AT WWW.RCCC.EDU

North Campus:
1333 Jake Alexander Blvd., S.
Salisbury, N.C. 28146

South Campus:
1531 Trinity Church Rd.
Concord, N.C. 28027

Cabarrus Business &
Technology Center:
660 Concord Parkway, N.
Concord, N.C. 28027

North Carolina Research
Campus & Advanced
Technology Center (ATC):
399 Biotechnology Ln.
Kannapolis, N.C. 28081

College Station:
489 N. Cannon Blvd.
Kannapolis, N.C. 28081



1 8    S P I R I T  O F  R O W A N  2 0 2 3

Ashlee Flippin
Realtor
704-267-3371
c21ashlee@gmail.com

474 Jake Alexander Blvd. W., Salisbury
704-637-7721  www.century21tc.com Towne & Countr

Each o�ce independently owned.

As native of Salisbury, NC 
and a graduate of Catawba 
College, Integrated 
Marketing and Communi-
cations, I would be 
honored to help you in your 
next real estate 
transaction!

Cathy Griffin
33 years of real estate experience
Realtor

704-213-2464
Cathy is #1 in the state and 
#7 in the nation among 
Century 21 agents. 
Born and raised in Rowan 

c21cathy@bellsouth.net County

474 Jake Alexander Blvd W, Salisbury
Office: 704-637-7721

Effective,
Respected,
Connected.

HELMS PORTER GROUP

301 North Main Street, Salisbury, N.C.

Keith Knight
Realtor
704-363-0096
With 17 years of experience, 
I bring step-by-step personal 

perfect home for you.
Need or want to sell your 
home? I’ll show you how 
I’ll help you get more in a 
shorter time.   

No One Markets & Sales A Home 
Better Than I Do! 22 years 
experience born, raised, educated
in Salisbury NC. Find out your 
HOME’s  worth TODAY I can get 
your HOME on the market in 24 
hours or less! Mention this ad, 
list with me, get FREE Window 
Cleaning, FREE House Wash, FREE 
Staging & FREE Home Inspection.
Can’t list because you need 
Contractors? Contact ME!
Multi Year Top Producer At:

 

 

Keith Knight
Real Estate Consultant 

301 North Main Street, Salisbury, N.C.

Realtor
704-363-0096
With 17 years of experience, 
I bring step-by-step personal 

perfect home for you.
Need or want to sell your 
home? I’ll show you how 
I’ll help you get more in a 
shorter time.   

“List It Right, Call Keith Knight”

Justin Porter
HELMS PORTER 
GROUP
(704) 953-6396

“Extraordinary care
Exceptional service”

Leading Edge
108 N. Main Street Salisbury, NC 28144 

704-798-5726
JustinPorter.tv 

Melissa Yates
Broker/Realtor
704-239-3835
melissayates4u@gmail.com

Making your real estate 
dreams come true. 

Proudly serving Rowan,
Cabarrus, Iredell, Davidson
and Mecklenburg counties.

Contact one  of these

when Buying            OR Selling.

Making you feel right at home 



P R O G R E S S  E D I T I O N     1 9

www.maiasmith.com

Veteran, University of Michigan
Alumni, Charlotte Native
I love calling Historic
Salisbury HOME!   

Carmady Kruger
704-223-4842

CarmadyKruger@gmail.com
www.CarmadyKruger.com

Google Review - Carmady made buying 
a house in a tough market a very 
positive experience! She is beyond 
patient, diligent, prompt and open in 
communication. She understood what 
our vision was and made sure to follow 
through on every aspect. If I could give 
her more than 5 stars, I would!

704-239-3010
With over 20 years 
experience I will guide you 
through the increasingly 

and selling a home or 
business. 

The Dover Team
228 Statesville Blvd.
Salisbury, NC 28144

mleonardhampton@gmail.com
www.sellingsalisbury.com

Contact one  of these

when Buying            OR Selling.

is what they do best. 

Making you feel  right at home  

Contact one of these...

is what  they do best.

21 years of 

Justin Porter
Team Member/Associate

“Extraordinary care
Exceptional service”

Member of Jayne
Helms Group
(704) 953-6396

Leading Edge
108 N. Main Street Salisbury, NC 28144 

704-798-5726
JustinPorter.tv 

Teresa Rufty
GRI, SLS, NC & SC Licensed 
Realtor, NC Licensed General 
Contractor
16 Years
704-433-2582
tsrufty@aol.com

Ready to help you buy, 
sell or build the home of 
your dreams!

131 East Innes St., Ste. 305, Salisbury
704-245-6184 www.tmrrealtyinc.com

Veteran, University of Michigan 
Alumni, Charlotte Native
I love calling Historic  
Salisbury HOME!

You can have a smooth, pleasant 
real estate experience AND have 
a strong negotiator that will get 
you the best possible financial 
outcome. I do both! Don’t settle 
for one or the other, call me. 

Carmady Kruger
704-223-4842

CarmadyKruger@gmail.com
www.CarmadyKruger.com

Monica Poole
BIC/Realtor
 W here you will receive  
Knowledge, Integrity & Trust    

“A dedicated and motivated 
professional always working 
for YOU!”

121 E. Fisher St. Suite A
Salisbury NC 704-245-4628
monica@monicapoole.com

704-239-3010
With over 20 years 
experience I will guide you 
through the increasingly 

and selling a home or 
business. 

The Dover Team

Effective,

JAYNE HELMS GROUP

Respected,
Connected.

Melissa Yates
Broker/Realtor®

704-239-3835
melissayates4u@gmail.com

Making your real estate 
dreams come true. 

Voted top
realtor in

Rowan County!

107 N Main Faith St., Salisbury, NC 28146
704-245-6184 • www.tmrrealtyinc.com

18 Years

Monica Poole
BIC/Realtor
 W here you will receive  
Knowledge, Integrity & Trust    

“A dedicated and motivated 
professional always working 
for YOU!”

121 E. Fisher St. Suite A
Salisbury NC 704-245-4628
monica@monicapoole.com



2 0    S P I R I T  O F  R O W A N  2 0 2 3
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he Rowan County Library 
system may have the county 
covered nowadays, but like 
most things, it started out 

rather small.
In its early days, it hardly resembled 

a library at all but rather a collection of 
books shared among Salisbury’s elite.

Kerr Craige and J. F. Ross organized 
the first library association open to the 
public in 1877. It lasted until 1881. The 
association’s 23 books and 145 maga-
zines were housed in the office of Dr. J. 
F. Griffith, a Salisbury dentist.

Shortly after that, a literary society 
was formed and headed by Rev. Charles 
Storch. In a letter, he wrote that the so-
ciety had about 15 members.

“Their collection of books is good 
and during the years has become larg-

er,” the letter read. “Every month, the 
members meet to discuss the books they 
have read.”

The current library system officially 
began through the efforts of the Travel-
er’s Club, a study group that needed ref-
erence books and reasoned that others 
in the community might, too.

Under the sponsorship of the Trav-
eler’s Club, a library was opened in the 
Henderson Law Office at the corner of 
Fisher and Church streets.

Inspiration to make a permanent 
library came from an article entitled 
“How to Start a Public Library,” which 
appeared in the March-May 1910 North 
Carolina Library Bulletin.

“Any town, however small, can main-
tain some sort of a library, provided 
there are a few people in the town who 
really want one and are willing to work 
for one,” it read. “The best way to start 
a library is to ‘start’ one.”

Reading into it
A look back at Rowan County’s libraries

T

Children crowd around a book mobile in China Grove. Before the Rowan Public Library system expanded to include its many branches, the book mobile serviced people living outside of Salisbury. 
(Submitted photos)

Edith Clark, right, was the first trained and certified librarian in the Rowan Public Libraries 
system. The third floor history room at the library’s headquarters is named after her.
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At an Elks Lodge meeting in 1911, 
Mrs. James Moore set the wheels in 
motion. They selected a chairman and 
secretary that night to establish a li-
brary association. The Traveler’s Club 
contributed $100 to the fund. U.S. Sen. 
Lee Overman also gave $100.

Early librarian Elizabeth Hedrick 
volunteered, but her successor Mary O. 
Linton became the first paid librarian 
soon after.

City and county financial support 
began in 1921 when those entities voted 
to include $300 for the library in their 
budget.

According to the North Carolina Li-
brary Bulletin, the number of volumes in 
1920 was 2,215. It had more than doubled 
by 1934.

Edith Clark was the first professional-
ly trained librarian. The third floor of the 
Rowan County Library headquarters is 
named after Clark. She had been a teach-
er in Salisbury public schools before ac-
cepting the public library position.

Clark’s first task was to classify and 
catalog the roughly 5,000 volume hold-
ings in the library. They had to close 
the library briefly while that task was 
completed.

It reopened in 1936 with three sepa-
rate rooms; a reference and periodical 

room, a fiction room and a children’s 
room sponsored by the Salisbury Junior 
Woman’s Club.

New rules for the library were sub-
mitted at the July 1936 Board of Trust-
ees meeting. Membership in the library 

would be for “white citizens of Salisbury 
who may qualify to register for voting.”

The Board of Trustees explored 

A bookmobile makes a stop in Granite Quarry at the Mary Ann Beauty Parlor. (Submitted photos)

This view of the Henderson Law Office and the residence of Salisbury Mayor A. H. Boyden shows where the first portion of the Rowan Public 
Library headquarters now sits.
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extending services to the Negro Civic 
League, saying the board would be glad 
to cooperate with them in any efforts to 
secure a branch for Blacks.

The first branch of the library in 
Salisbury was opened in 1937 and was 
designed for the use of Negroes.

In 1937, Rowan County borrowed 
a bookmobile from the N.C. Library 
Commission for September. The truck 
traveled to all sections of Rowan County, 
stopping at stores, homes, schools and 
filling stations.

Marjorie Beal, the director of the 
N.C. Library Commission, visited Salis-
bury to discuss possible plans for future 
libraries to service the county and city.

At that time, Rowan County had one 
book for every six people. Beal pointed 
to the limits to service because of the 
crowded conditions at the library. Mem-
bers of the board recognized the urgent 
need for larger quarters.

A $100,000 bill for public libraries 
passed the NC. General Assembly, and 
each county got $900. At that time, Row-
an County ranked seventh in wealth but 
18th in its support of libraries.

Unfortunately, the emergence of 
World War II hindered the purchase of 
a permanent bookmobile and other de-
velopments that might have expanded 
library services to the county.

That is when Clark went into the var-
ious communities of Rowan to get their 
support.

In 1943, steps were taken to start sev-
eral branch libraries.

A station library opened at Yadkin 
under the auspices of the Yadkin Com-
munity Club. The mayor of Spencer also 
met with library officials about a branch 
there. By October 1943, a branch was 
open in China Grove at the city hall.

With the war, no additional branches 
were opened until early 1945.

The Rockwell Civitan Club was the 
originator of the first county branch to 
open after the war. The first home of 
the branch was in the Holshouser Mo-
tor Company.

The much-anticipated bookmobile ar-
rived in April 1948. It was a green Chev-
rolet truck equipped with shelves inside 
and out. It could hold around 500 books. 
The truck began its rounds in May.

A new branch in Landis was orga-
nized by the Civitan Club in 1949. Like 
its China Grove counterpart, that li-
brary was also in the town hall.

Unfortunately for Rowan County 
youth, the polio epidemic prevented 
children from coming to the bookmo-
bile in 1948.

A new 10,000-square-foot library 

facility was opened in 1951 near the 
library’s first home. The family of the 
late Burton Craig donated the property 
and substantial funding to help build a 
new library.

In 1954, the research papers of Mrs. 
J. Frank ‘Mamie’ McCubbins were do-
nated to the library, firmly establishing 
the library as a significant genealogy 
research center. During the last 69 
years, additional collections have been 
added, making Rowan Public Library’s 
history room one of Southeast’s premier 
genealogical research centers.

Interlibrary loans, where books are 
borrowed for library users from other 
libraries throughout the Southeast, be-
gan in 1955. Rowan Public Library was 
one of four pilot libraries in the state for 
the new service.

In 1969, the Rowan Citizens for Bet-
ter Libraries was organized. The group 
spearheaded an effort that resulted in 
a complete renovation of the library 
in the early 1970s. The library also 
acquired adjacent property for future 
expansion. That expansion would occur 
in 1989 when the library headquarters 
grew to its current size of 47,500 square 
feet.

In the mid-1970s, an adult outreach 
service was established to extend li-
brary services to homebound persons 
and residents of care facilities.

The following decade would prove 
integral in the expansion of the library 
system.

The South Branch, the first full-ser-
vice branch in the county, was estab-
lished in 1982 in Landis. Two years lat-
er, the library system began providing 
microcomputers for public use.

The second full-service branch, the 
East Branch, was opened in Rockwell 
in 1986.

Automation came to the system in 
1990, which improved circulation and 
catalog functional efficiency. By 1996, 
Rowan Public Library was offering 
access to the internet and developed a 
website. It was among the first five li-
brary systems in the state to do so.

In 2004, the library opened a new fa-
cility in China Grove called the South 
Rowan Regional Library.

The latest addition to the library sys-
tem opened only a couple of years ago 
when the former Cleveland Elementary 
School’s media center and the auditori-
um were repurposed to create the West 
Branch of the Rowan Public Library. It 
officially opened on June 1, 2021, bring-
ing the library system to its current 
count of one headquarters building and 
three distinct branches.
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oments lost in time can be 
difficult to retrieve, but 
an economic rebound in 
Landis has revived a once 

barren Central Avenue into a destina-
tion for shoppers and conversationalists 
alike.

Looking at Central Avenue today, one 
can envision how it used to be thanks to 
a series of revived storefronts and the 
lively shopkeepers within.

“I remember when stuff was happen-
ing up here,” said Chuck Freeze, owner 
of Chuck’s Trains and Hobby Depot, 
located at 131 Central Avenue. 

Freeze grew up in Landis and was 
around for the block’s heyday. 

“The post office was right here,” 
Freeze said. “There was a doctor’s of-
fice. The building I was in (previously) 
was an arcade at one point and a place 
where you learned macrame. Then 
where the hair place is, was Noah’s, a 
five and 10-cent store.

“The sheriff’s department was a li-
brary, and they always had something 
going on in there. The street had a lot 
of business back in the day.”

Chuck and his wife, Deanna, began 
their business 17 years ago in a small-
er Central Avenue storefront than they 
are in now. They were about the only 
business open on Landis’ main drag for 
a long time.

The hobby depot had a saving grace, 
though, as their reputation for purvey-
ing hard-to-find items meant they did 

a lot of business online and catered to 
out-of-towners. 

With bustling activity and regular 
foot traffic now, the Freezes have a rea-
son for optimism. 

“It’s coming back,” Freeze said. “I 
talked to an ex-alderman, and he said 
that in his lifetime, he didn’t think this 
place would ever see a come-back.”

Deanna Freeze added, “Everyone 
is so excited. The look on people’s fac-
es says it all. They walk in and are 
like, wow, this place has really turned 
around. As far as the whole area, peo-
ple are happy to see it come back to life 
because it looked dead.”

Fletcher and Gaines
Another part of the Landis rebirth 

has been Fletcher and Gaines Salon, 

located at 119 South Central Avenue. 
Owner Heather Mariano grew up in the 
area and graduated from South Rowan. 

She started her career renting a chair 
at salons in Concord and Kannapolis and 
she credits a mentor during this stage in 
her career for “breathing life” into her 
dreams of salon ownership.

In 2017, while working there, Maria-
no did bridal work on the side. She called 
that business Sweet Magnolia Beauties. 
The business was booming, and she and 
her partner realized she needed more 
space.

“We had a God opportunity to come 
to Landis and open a studio called Sweet 
Magnolia Beauties,” Mariano said. “I 
felt like I was meant to open something 
bigger and felt like God was putting me 
together with another business partner, 

Discover Central Avenue
Small business owners revitalize Landis strip

M

With new businesses opening up, South Central Avenue in Landis is making a comeback. (Chandler Inions photo)
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Trinity Oaks is an affiliate of Lutheran Services Carolinas in Salisbury, NC.

Welcome Home
Home is not a place, it’s a feeling.

Trinity Oaks is an affiliate of Lutheran Services Carolinas in Salisbury, NC.

Welcome Home
Home is not a place, it’s a feeling.

Whether you want to take the grandkids to the park 
or explore downtown Salisbury, Trinity Oaks has been 

providing retirees with choices that fit the lifestyle 
they desire since 1993. With supportive services, 

convenient amenities, and access to quality care, you 
have everything you need to do the things you love 

with the people you love at Trinity Oaks.

Learn more about our Independent Living 
residences, with access to

Assisted Living, Health & Rehab, and Memory Care 
when you scan the

QR code, call 704-603-9202, or visit TrinityOaks.net.

The mural in Landis pays homage to the businesses that once lined Central Avenue while also projecting a positive growth outlook for future businesses in the town. (Submitted photo)

and we opened a salon in Kannapolis 
called Maven (in 2020). It was great, 
but I felt like my heart was being pulled 
back to Landis.”

She was only there a year and a half 
before selling her partnership in the 
business and returning to Landis. Some 
colleagues she made in Kannapolis fol-
lowed her.

“We needed a name,” Mariano said. 

During this period in her life, Maria-
no’s grandmother offered some advice.

“For arrows to be shot, they have to 
be pulled backward first,” her grand-
mother said.

Feeling reassured that she was mak-
ing the right choice, Mariano searched 
for a new name for the studio and looked 
over a list of possible baby names she 
had considered for her children. 

“Fletcher was on top of Gaines on 
the list,” Mariano said. “Fletcher means 
maker of an arrow, and gain means to 
increase, exceed or win.”

A perfect fit for the name, Mariano 
laughed and said, “It’s named after my 
Grandma without being called Lerline.”

Mariano’s stylists have built expan-
sive clientele lists, drawing out-of-town-
ers far and wide to Landis.  

“People come in and are from Fort 
Mill or the other side of Charlotte,” 
Mariano said. “We have someone come 
down from Virginia. Somehow we 
moved to a small town and got bigger.”

She’s thrilled with the move, though, 
because of the hometown atmosphere 
that Landis provides. 

“If you have your door propped open 
because it’s a nice day and the weather 
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is nice, people are going to walk in and 
say hey,” Mariano said. “People pop in 
here to say they remember when it was 
X, Y or Z shop. Some people say they 
have lived here for so many years and 
just want to see what’s new and going 
on.”

Mariano indicated that the support 
goes all the way to town hall.

“The mayor (Meredith Bare-Smith) 
will be up here leaf-blowing in the mid-
dle of the night to prepare for an event 
we are having for the next day,” Mariano 
said.  

Whether in the market for gifts 
(Sweetest Beginnings), party goods 
(The Paper Factory), model trains 
(Chuck’s), a haircut (Fletcher & Gaines) 
or just a warm cup of joe (Willowbrook 
Grounds), Landis has it all again. 

Landis’ latest coffee shop, Willow-
brook Grounds, has provided connois-
seurs with a new hangout. The space 
has become a popular meeting ground 
for friends looking to swap stories or for 
working professionals to get a mid-day 
caffeine reboot.

Before the store opened, its owner 
Torrie Jarrett, saw the relatively blank 
canvas of Central Avenue but could also 

envision the possibilities. 
“I keep feeling like every time I 

drove through Landis, I just felt like, 
OK, it’s going to be here,” Jarrett said. 
“I am going to bring life back to Landis.”

Patrons at Willowbrook are feeling 
the love. 

Trisha Ritchie has lived in Landis for 
21 years but is originally from Rockwell.

“The whole stretch has changed, and 
I am so glad it has happened,” Ritchie 
said. “I will come and just hang.”

When we caught up with Ritchie in 
mid-February, she was enjoying a green 
matcha tea but said she intended to try 
everything on the menu. 

“It’s good to see this happen,” Ritchie 
said. “I think neighboring towns have 
grown. I kept thinking, when is it com-
ing to Landis? Why do I have to go to 
Kannapolis or Salisbury? When this 
came to fruition, I thought yes. I hope 
it stays for the long haul.”

Fletcher & Gaines is one of the storefronts in Landis helping revitalize the previously popular 
stretch of road in the downtown area. (Chandler Inions photo)

www.salisburypost.com
www.salisburypost.com
www.salisburypost.com
www.salisburypost.com
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704-279-2500

1899 ~ 124 Years

Faith Lutheran Church
Love God, Love Each Other,  

Serve Humanity
Pastor Rob Crawford

205 S. Main St.
Faith, NC 28041

www.faithlutheranfaithnc.com

704-637-6759

1913 ~ 110 Years

Dorsett Chapel Church
Rick Galloway, Pastor
1280 Hollywood Drive

Spencer, NC 28159
www.dorsettchapel.org

WORSHIP 
HONOR 

ROLL

WORSHIP 
HONOR 

ROLL

BEEF & SAUSAGE, INC.
Since 1936

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Monday-Thursday 7:30am-4:00pm

Friday 7:30 am-12 noon

704.857.5519
940 Daugherty Rd China Grove

Country Ham
Sausage

Liver Mush 
Famous Hot Dog Chili
Gift Boxes Available

.com/dining

Businesses… it is free to list!

find your spot with
the new 

online directory
.com/dining

Businesses… it is free to list!

find your spot with
the new 

online directory
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1660 N.Main Street, China Grove NC  • BareFurnitureCo.com 704 857-2619

LL Goodnight 
& Sons, Inc.

SUPPLIES FOR YOUR:
Lawn - Garden - Farm - Pets
Livestock - Horses & More!
605 Saw Rd, China Grove

704-857-7207
Mon – Fri  8:00 am – 5:30 pm

Sat 8:00 am – 3:00 pm

Proudly serving our community since 1955.

We're proud to serve our community with
personal, compassionate care. Rely on us to
take care of all the details to create a unique

and meaningful memorial.

LINN-HONEYCUTT
FUNERAL HOME

spacerChina Grove

704-857-2401

Taking care of each other is what
community is all about.

Proudly serving our community since 1955.

We're proud to serve our community with
personal, compassionate care. Rely on us to
take care of all the details to create a unique

and meaningful memorial.

LINN-HONEYCUTT
FUNERAL HOME

spacerChina Grove

704-857-2401

Taking care of each other is what
community is all about.

Taking care of each 
other is what

community is all about.
We’re proud to serve our 
community with personal, 
compassionate care. Rely on 
us to take care of all the 
details to create a unique 
and meaningful memorial.

Proudly serving our community 
since 1955.

Proudly serving our community since 1955.

We're proud to serve our community with
personal, compassionate care. Rely on us to
take care of all the details to create a unique

and meaningful memorial.

LINN-HONEYCUTT
FUNERAL HOME

spacerChina Grove

704-857-2401

Taking care of each other is what
community is all about.

Taking care of each 
other is what community 

is all about. 
We’re proud to serve our community with 
personal, compassionate care. Rely on us 
to take care of all the details to create a 

unique and meaningful memorial. 

Proudly serving our community 
since 1955. 

LINN-HONEYCUTT
FUNERAL HOME | CHINA GROVE

704-857-2401

704-857-0166

Your Source and 
Transportation of
• Masonry Supplies 
• Landscape 

Materials 
• Natural Building 

Stone
PICK-UP OR PROMPT DELIVERY

225 CORRIHER GRAVEL RD.
OFF HWY 29 CHINA GROVE, NC

HRS 8:00 - 5:00 M - F • 8:00 - 12:00 SAT

SINCE 1939

SAND & STONE, INC.

Welcome to China Grove!
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333 North Main Street
China Grove 704.857.2466

Discover
what’s happening

in The Grove…
For 2023 Events visit 

www.ChinaGrovenc.gov

Town of China Grove

@townofchinagrovenc

Welcome to China Grove!
COMMUNITY 
EVENTS
The Town of China Grove welcomes you to at-
tend our community events that take place throughout 
the year.   The town strives to provide residents and visitors the 
opportunity to attend a variety of family friendly events.  Events 
contribute to the quality of life by bringing the community to-
gether to instill a sense of community pride. 

Download a printable copy of our 2023 Schedule of Events HERE 
(full page portrait) or HERE (landscape with calendar), and find 
out more information about each of these events by click on the 
listings below:

• Easter Egg Hunt
• Cruisin the Grove
• Farmers Day
• Downtown Trick or Treating
• Christmas Tree Lighting
• Southern Rowan Christmas Parade
• Christmas in the Grove

Visit
ChinaGroveNC.gov
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BY CHARLIE DRAPE
charles.drape@salisburypost.com

n 1844, a two-story Federal style 
house with a central hall, two 
rooms on the first floor, two rooms 
on the second, an extended porch 

and two brick chimneys was constructed 
by an unknown builder in the western 
part of Rowan County near Dan Nicholas 
Park. It may look different now, but few 
would have thought that house would still 
be standing.

For almost 40 years, the house would 
remain in its Federal style, a popular 
type of architecture in the United States 
from 1785 to 1815. The White House is a 
perfect example of Federal architecture.

But the times were changing, and so 
was the architectural style of houses 
throughout the nation. Americans were 
tired of the Federal-style and craved 
something new.

So in 1883, the original house un-
derwent a major renovation. Enter the 
Queen Anne style. Instead of the even, 

square shape of Federal houses, Queen 
Anne style was more asymmetrical with 
steeped roofs and a round or polygonal 
front corner tower.

According to a report created for 
the Rowan County Historic Landmark 
Commission, during the 1883 renova-
tion “the west wall of the house and the 
chimney on the west wall were removed. 
The rooms on both floors were extended 
approximately eight feet. A two-story ell 
was added to the right side of the front 
elevation with an interior chimney built 

between the two rooms. A one-story ell 
was added to the left side of the rear 
elevation that contained a dining room 
and a kitchen separated by an interior 
chimney.” An ell is a wing of a building 
perpendicular to the length of a main 
portion of a house, getting its name from 
the shape of the letter L.

But that wasn’t the last chapter in the 
house’s long journey.

In 1975, the North Carolina Depart-
ment of Transportation announced “The 
Widening of Bringle Ferry Road” proj-

The test of time
The 1844 Kesler Newsom Kepley Farmhouse is still standing

I

The 1844 Kesler Newsom Kepley Farmhouse has undergone several renovations throughout the years. (Charlie Drape photo)
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ect. NCDOT acquired most of the home’s 
front yard for the project, so the house 
had to be moved approximately 150 feet 
south.

“They put beams underneath the 
house and they jacked it up and tore off 
the back porch then hooked it up to a big 
truck and just pulled it down the hill,” 
said Bill Kepley, whose parents had pur-
chased the house before the project.

Kepley was in his early 20s when his 
parents decided to buy the house and had 
started a company called “Restoring and 
Remodeling Consultants.”

“My parents paid me to be the project 
manager of this and I drew the plans and 
helped them decide what the additions 
would look like and sort of help them pick 
out the wallpaper,” Kepley said.

His parents had bought the house to 
restore it to its former glory because 
by the 1970s it had fallen into disrepair. 
They were trying to “really restore the 
house and follow the period architecture 
and style that it was done in and have 
more of an authentic house,” Kepley said.

The renovations were completed in 
1978 and Kepley’s parents moved in that 
year. A garage was added to the house in 
1985. They would spend the rest of their 
lives in the house until their deaths in 
2022.

In January, the Rowan County His-

toric Landmark Commission and the 
Rowan County Board of Commission-
ers voted unanimously to designated the 

house, now called The Kesler Newsom 
Kepley Farmhouse, and the 1.57 acres 
it sits on as a Rowan County historic 

landmark.
The house is now listed for sale at 

tmrrealtyinc.com. 

The farmhouse and the 1.57 acres property is a Rowan County historic landmark. (Charlie Drape photo)
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BY CHARLIE DRAPE
charles.drape@salisburypost.com

t seems like you turn a corner in 
Rowan County and you’ll run into 
a mural these days.

Drive through downtown 
Salisbury and you’ll see one on local 
businesses such as Yummy Bahn Mi, a 
Vietnamese restaurant on North Long 
Street, or at The Fish Bowl, a bar off of 
East Innes Street. Or drive on U.S. 52 
and you’ll see a mural across from Rock-
well’s town hall. Take your car down 
North Main Street in China Grove and 
you’ll see one on the side of the Grove 
Cartel Brewing Co. Cruise through 
Faith’s downtown and you’ll see one on 

the side of the old Faith fire house.
You get the point.
Murals have become a popular way 

for towns and businesses to show their 
uniqueness and have added to the beau-
ty in the county. But they’ve come a long 
way.

At first, murals were simply adver-
tisements. Before television and radio 
commercials flooded the airwaves, 
open walls on buildings were seen as a 
creative and cheap way for businesses 
to advertise their products. A garage, 
barn, warehouse or city high-rise all 
became canvases.

According to Terry Holt, chairman 
of the Rowan Museum board of direc-
tors and former history teacher, these 

ads really took off in the 1920s, ’30s 
and ’40s, especially when 32nd Presi-
dent Franklin D. Roosevelt created the 
Works Progress Administration as part 
of his New Deal program. Artists and 
painters were hired by advertisement 
firms to create large-scale ads on the 
sides of buildings for around $40. If they 
saw an open-wall on a building that they 
thought could be used for an advertise-
ment, they would ask the business own-
er if they could paint a one.

“The business owner would ask, 
‘Well, what’s it going to cost me,’ and 
they would say, ‘It won’t cost you any-
thing,’ ” Holt said. “And so usually the 
business owner would agree.”

With the creation of electric signs, 

painted wall advertisements slowly fad-
ed from popularity. But that didn’t stop 
the artists.

Graffiti emerged in the 1970s and 
became popular throughout the 1980s, 
especially in New York City, as artists 
took to abandoned buildings and sub-
way trains to spray paint, wanting to 
have a freer and bigger space to show 
off their art. Early pioneers of graffiti, 
also known as street art, like Keith Har-
ing and Jean Michael-Basquiat became 
some of the most notable figures in the 
art world during this time, going on to 
showcase their pieces in art galleries 
throughout New York City and the coun-
try. But views toward the graffiti started 
to shift. Some thought it was dirty and 

The art of the matter
Rowan County has seen a mural explosion

I

Years ago, murals were seen as a creative and cheap way for businesses to advertise their products. (Charlie Drape photo)
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These businesses were
voted the BEST in

Rowan County!

See a complete list of winners at rocogold.com/winners
Look for a new season of voting this August!

Thank you
to everyone who 

nominated
& voted.

Bedding/Furniture 

R&J 
FURNITURE 

XPRESS

Chiropractic

JETER CHIROPRACTIC

Dentist

Elementary/Middle School       

Garden Center

2281 Statesville Blvd.
Salisbury, NC

(704) 638-0082 
godleysgardencenter.com

229 East Main St.
Rockwell, NC

(704) 279-5269
acehardware.com/store-details/14578

2281 Statesville Blvd.
Salisbury, NC

(704) 638-0082 
godleysgardencenter.com

611 Mocksville Ave.
Salisbury, NC

(704) 633-7220
rowandiagnostic.com

1030 Freeland D.
Salisbury, NC

(704) 636-5300
elpatronsalisburync.com

6800 Bringle Ferry Rd.
Salisbury, NC

(704) 216-7800
rowancountync.gov/185/Dan-Nicholas-Park

6800 Bringle Ferry Rd.
Salisbury, NC

(704) 216-7800
rowancountync.gov/185/Dan-Nicholas-Park

1007 E Innes St., Salisbury, NC  
(704) 633-9585

2050 Statesville Blvd., Salisbury, NC 
(704) 639-9500

bluebay-seafood.com

428 N Main St.
Salisbury, NC

(704) 636-1850
ralphbakershoes.com

6800 Bringle Ferry Rd.
Salisbury, NC

(704) 216-7800
rowancountync.gov/185/Dan-Nicholas-Park

2916 S Main St.
Salisbury, NC

(704) 636-1100
lazy5vets.com

1015 N Salisbury Ave.
Spencer, NC

(704) 633-4677
rjfurniturexpress.com

1001 N Main St.
Salisbury, NC

(704) 633-5156 
jeterchiro.com

1834 Jake Alexander Blvd W.
Salisbury, NC

(704) 636-1848 
fortnerdentalgroup.com

1000 School St., Faith, NC
 (704) 603-8437

faithacademync.org

Hardware Store            Hardware Store            

Landscaping Service

Medical Facility

Mexican Cuisine

Park

Place to Entertain Kids 

Seafood

Shoes

Tourist Attraction              Tourist Attraction

Veterinary Service

OF ROCKWELL
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wanted to clean it up.
“In New York City in the ’80s they 

had a bad graffiti problem and they had 
a mayor who said, ‘We need to stop this, 
we need to crush it,’ so he made a point 
to put funding toward buffing all the 
graffiti and snubbing it out because it 
was kind of out of control and they did,” 
said Shane Pierce, a local mural artist 
in Salisbury. Pierce is also known as 
Abstract Dissent.

Calling Pierce a “local mural artist” 
doesn’t give the artist enough credit. A 
better title would be “the preeminent 
mural artist of Rowan County,” because 
most of the murals you see around the 
county are his work. He credits the rise 
in popularity of murals in Rowan, and 
also around the country to three things:

• A British documentary called 
“Exit Through the Gift Shop,” that fol-
lows anonymous street artist Banksy 
and others as they create art pieces in 
cities around the world became mas-
sively popular, being nominated for an 
Academy Award for Best Documentary 
Feature.

• The rise of social media, which has 
made it easier for street artists to show-
case their work, while also making it 
easier for fans to view it.

• Better and more controllable spray 

paint has been created that allows street 
artists to add more detail to murals. 
Pierce said the spray paint now could 
be used for “fine art.”

When asked why he thought his 
murals have become so popular in the 
county, Pierce couldn’t really say.

“I came up here and painted and 
people started asking for it. To me, I 
didn’t know why they were making a 
big deal about it,” Pierce said. “It’s like 
there was a void in town and they were 
waiting for somebody like me to come 
fill it. It was the strangest thing.”

Pierce only started spray-paint-
ing five years ago, an incredible feat 
if you’ve ever seen his work. He isn’t 
exactly sure how many he has done in 
Rowan, but thinks it’s upwards to doz-
ens. The first mural he ever completed 
was in North Rowan Elementary and he 
has completed more for other schools.

The demand for his murals hasn’t 
slowed down since he first started and 
it doesn’t look like it will anytime soon. 
He said that the community has really 
come together and has supported his 
art and the murals you see all over the 
county.

“We all support each other now...I’m 
going to do whatever the town asks and 
try to be involved,” Pierce said.

Feet  
Hurt?

We can  
help!

428 N. Main Street | Salisbury, NC
704-636-1850 • www.RalphBakerShoes.com

Locally owned & locally operated
HOURS: MON. - SAT. 9:30-5:30

Feet
Hurt?

We can
help!

Advertising signs on buildings were popular in the 1920s, ’30s and ’40s,. (Charlie Drape photo)
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For all of  
your auction needs!

NEW warehouse location!
1560 Julian Road, Salisbury

Auctioneer:  
Greg Wagoner, NCAL3779

704.231.4101 • gsw4101@aol.com
Find Us On Facebook: Greg Wagoner Auctioneer

Serving Rowan &  
surrounding counties  

SINCE 1969

1005 S. Main St., China Grove, NC 28023 • 704-857-1186

New Installs • Repairs • Free
Estimates • Financing

Mon.-Sat. 8am-5pm | Closed Sundays
2281 Statesville Blvd., Salisbury

704-638-0082
godleysgardencenter.com

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR 
LANDSCAPING NEEDS!

Established in 2016
Design • Install • Maintain

Licensed Insured
704-433-5360 • allscaperockwell.llc@gmail.com

Call us for your TOTAL LAWN MAINTENANCE & more!

Storm Damage Specialist
Call NOW for your FREE quote!

704-754-2796

For Complete Home Remodeling,
Repair & Additions

www.jjsconstructioncompany.com
704-279-3452

www.sasloop.com
704-857-5684

Servicing the Community
for 25 years
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BY BRAD DOUNTZ
brad.dountz@salisburypost.com

emeteries can tell so many 
kinds of stories: mysteries, 
romances and even horror. 
Seeing the names and dates, 

people can infer what happened to those 
who lived and died hundreds of years 
ago. They tell of a rich history that may 
seem like a missing puzzle piece that 
shows a glimpse of the average person 
who lived in Rowan County.

The Organ Zion Lutheran Church 
in Salisbury still has its original stone 
church that has been renovated over the 
years since it was completed in 1794. 
Next to it is the cemetery that has been 
around for just as long. Littered about 
are faded, worn down headstones that 
are barely legible. Across the street, the 
church has a cemetery that people can 
be buried in today, but the bygone cem-
etery is still there to act as a museum 
for Rowan County.

The graves go back as far as the Revo-

lutionary War. The headstones are more 
simple, quaint and smaller compared to 
ones that are made now. It shows the 
passing of time as most graves are no 
longer maintained by the families due to 
a multitude of reasons. Keeping up the 
graves of a relative that someone never 
met may not be a priority. People still 
call the church to see if their ancestors 
are buried at the cemetery. There is also 
a website for people to search and see if 
any relatives are still there.

Back then, churches and cemeteries 

were more interconnected when com-
pared to modern cemeteries that deal 
with funeral homes. People had to hand 
dig graves back then and do everything 
manually. In the middle of the cemetery, 
there is space with no headstones. This 
is because it is a mass grave where 
bodies were laid to rest and acts as a 
reminder to how far Rowan County 
has come in honoring those who have 
passed.

The Chestnut Hill Cemetery in Salis-
bury was established in 1888. Around 

Silent history
Cemeteries can tell a lot about who we are

The Organ Zion Lutheran Church in Salisbury is over 200 years old. (Brad Dountz photo)

C
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10,000 people are buried there now with more than 
100 people added every year. The city owns and 
operates it.

The headstones are in better condition than the 
ones at Organ Zion Lutheran Church, the reflection 
in the granite is still visible even on a cloudy day. 
A separate business across the street sells head-
stones and monuments but is not affiliated with the 
cemetery.

“Most of the plots in Chestnut Hill are already 
sold. We only have about maybe 200 spaces left,” 
Cemetery Administrator Linda Davis said.

Davis says Chestnut Hill has to keep up with con-
temporary trends with how people wish to be laid 
to rest. “They say cremations are going to be the 
thing in the future, but we don’t know. Right now, 
we’re going back and forth,” Davis said.

Columbariums at Memorial Park built were built 
to prepare for cremations to be displayed above 
ground. People can call Chestnut Hill directly to 
see if they can bury cremains there, but for full-
sized burials a funeral home would need to make 
those arrangements. Overall, there are more op-
tions today if people want to be cremated or if they 
still want to be buried.

“A lot of people are going to cremations now in-
stead of full-sized burials, now we’re still burying 
a lot of cremains. If you’re cremated you can be 
buried in the ground, you don’t have to just not,” 
Davis said.

Many of the plots at Chestnut Hill were bought 
many years ago but are left unused because those 
people’s decedents have not committed to the same 
resting place as they did.

“Those were sold way back when, early 1900s 
and further. People back then thought that their 
family was going to stay in Salisbury forever. So if 
they had five kids, they bought an eight-grave plot 
thinking mom and daddy and five kids were going 
to be buried there. But as you know kids grow up 
and they move away,” Davis said.

Maintenance at Chestnut Hill is key to being suc-
cessful. Public Works helps mow the grass, trim the 
trees, collect leaves and trim hedges. The city also 
does an annual clean up toward the end of January. 
Salisbury says that can be hard because people do 
not always follow the guidelines of what is accept-
able to place on the graves.

Luckily, workers don’t have to dig the graves by 
hand anymore. Chestnut Hill has an excavator they 
use to dig the graves in only 30 minutes. The graves 
are actually only four-and-a-half feet instead of the 
presumed six.

Chestnut Hill has no budget to repair headstones, 
so the older ones start to look like those at Zion 
Lutheran.

“We have some markers at Chestnut Hill that 
are broken, a lot of real thin ones like 1800s that 
are broken. What we try to do if they break, we 
take them and lean them against the base because 
those families are nowhere to be found,” Davis said.

Cemeteries have always been prevalent in Rowan 
County. It may seem macabre to dwell on cemeteries 
and what happens to certain people years after they 
have been laid to rest. In fact, it’s very important 
because after a while these graves show people now 
who populated Rowan County and how they chose 
to forever be a part of the area.

Above: A child’s grave at the cemetery is a gut-
wrenching thing to see. Right: The graves at 
Chestnut Hill Cemetery are in higher quality 
compared to Organ Zion Lutheran Church. 

(Brad Dountz photos)

The grave of a Revolutionary War veteran is at the cemetery. 
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BY CHARLIE DRAPE
charles.drape@salisburypost.com

chools are more than just insti-
tutions for learning, they are 
institutions for a community.

How many people meet their 
lifelong friends at school? Or how many 
parents meet others because their chil-
dren attended the same place? Or how 

many teachers build friendships with 
their co-workers?

When Woodleaf Elementary closed 
in 2017, it left a void in the Woodleaf 
community. So many residents had 
some sort of association with the school, 
whether it was former students, parents 
whose children went there, teachers or 
people who lived next to it.

“Woodleaf Elementary was the heart 

of Woodleaf,” said Michelle Hastings, 
a former kindergarten teacher at the 
school. “They had a caution light, a BP 
gas station and the school. The school 
was the center of the community.”

Hastings is still a kindergarten 
teacher, but moved to West Rowan El-
ementary, which is the new school the 
Rowan-Salisbury Schools system built 
when Woodleaf Elementary merged 

with Cleveland Elementary. But her 
connection to the school is more than 
the fact that she used to teach there. 
Her husband and both of his brothers 
are graduates of the school, as are her 
son-in-law and his grandpa. Hasting’s 
mother-in-law also used to volunteer at 
the school.

Hastings said she was nervous on her 
first day of school so many years ago, 

Filling the void
Woodleaf Elementary to live on as park

S

Plans for the new Woodleaf Park. (Submitted image)
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Your Trusted Residential & Commercial IT Partners

704-209-7000

409B S Salisbury Ave Granite Quarry, NC

Walk-in service + appointments available
mention this ad for 10% off

Smart Home Automation
Custom PC Builds + More!

Computer Repair + Upgrades
New + Refurbished Retail Sales

Rowan
PRECISION
MACHINING

INC.
Reginald Hall

Owner

Special Machining 
& Repair

Small Tool &  
Die Work

All Types of  
Brazing & Welding

707 N. Salisbury Ave, Granite Quarry, NC

704-279-6092  Fax: 704-279-5280  
rowanprecisionmachine@windstream.net

704.279.2579
110 E. Bank Street

Granite Quarry

704.856.2579
North End Plaza

422 N. Hwy. 29 - China Grove

2 Convenient Locations in Rowan County

408 South Salisbury Ave., Granite Quarry
Mon.-Sat. 10am-9pm 704-209-1024

follow us on:

HOMESTYLE COOKING MADE FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY

215 N Salisbury Ave, Granite Quarry
(Located beside GQ Police Station)

(980) 332-0220
cagneyskitchen.com

Great Daily Specials!
Open for Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Breakfast Served All Day
Online Ordering & Delivery | Catering Available

Granite Tire & 
Alignment, Inc.

Chris Brown - Owner
Granite Quarry, NC

105 North Salisbury Avenue

704-279-6427

Open for Brunch, Lunch & Dinner  Daily Specials

128 S. Salisbury Avenue
Granite Quarry, NC  (980) 332-0615

Welcome to Granite Quarry!
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302 Link St., Rockwell, NC 28138 • 704-279-4115 • www.CozartLumber.com

Serving Rowan
County for over

75 Years!

BUY OR RENT TO OWN!
(704) 209-3700

Bark And Mulch • Driveway Stone • Masonry Sand
• Pine Straw • Grain Straw • Paver Stones

• Top Soil • Yard Decor 
• Wind Spinners • Flag Poles & Flags

Mail Box Covers • Seasonal

7295 HIGHWAY 152 EAST - ROCKWELL, NC

Carports
Gazebos
Sheds

Always a Discount for Military & First Responders!

BUY OR RENT TO OWN!
(704) 209-3700

Bark And Mulch • Driveway Stone • Masonry Sand
• Pine Straw • Grain Straw • Paver Stones

• Top Soil • Yard Decor 
• Wind Spinners • Flag Poles & Flags

Mail Box Covers • Seasonal

7295 HIGHWAY 152 EAST - ROCKWELL, NC

Carports
Gazebos
Sheds

Bark And Mulch • Driveway Stone • Masonry Sand • Pine Straw
• Grain Straw • Paver Stones • Top Soil • Yard Decor • Wind Spinners 

• Flag Poles & Flags • Mail Box Covers • Seasonal

7295 HIGHWAY 152 EAST - ROCKWELL, NC

BUY OR RENT TO OWN!

Town of Rockwell
North Carolina

Remembering The Past While 
Looking Towards The Future

Visit us online at rockwellnc.gov or 
facebook.com/townofrockwell

We take pride
in our food…

from selecting 
the best 

ingredients 
through serving 
the food with 

a smile!

966 W. Main Street (Food Lion Shopping Center)
Rockwell • 980-332-0010 

www.LosJacubesMexicanRestaurant.com

Traeger, Green Egg and Weber Grills

Mon.-Fri. 8-6; Sat. 8-5, Sun. 1-5 
229 East Main St., Rockwell, NC | 704.279.5269

Hardware
of Rockwell 

The helpful place.

You’ll find some of the finest  
living in Rockwell.

That’s why our population has grown 
steadily since 2000.

to explore, shop and live. 
Rockwell
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Follow us on 

•  ESTATE  
AUCTIONS

• APPRAISALS
•  ONLINE  

AUCTIONS
•  ANTIQUES &  

COLLECTIBLES
• BUY & SELL

214 E Main St., Rockwell
704-279-1414

lot14onmain.hibid.com

Wall-to-Wall Value
Carpet • Area Rugs • Tile 
Hardwood • Laminate • LV Flooring

Fast Installation

Putnam’s Carpet
418 China Grove Hwy. Rockwell
(704) 279-3526 
www.putnamscarpet.com

Rockwell     704-209-0400

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner
BBQ | Seafood | Catering

Open 7 Days A Week 
Mon-Sat 5:30am-9pm; Sun 7am-9pm

The Flower Basket 
Full service florist in the Rockwell 
and surrounding area since 1982

 
We will design breathtaking floral 

arrangements for all occasions from 
sympathy, weddings, anniversaries, 
birthdays, get well and just because.

319 Broad Street (704) 279-4985 www.RockwellFlowers.com

Furniture and Home Decor For Every Room In Your Home!

Furniture and 
Home Decor

For Every Room 
In Your Home!

8525 Hwy 52 Rockwell, NC   704-209-1367

1003222

8525 Hwy 52, Rockwell

704-209-1367
Check us out on 

The Historic Rockwell Museum
To Arrange Tours Contact: Rockwell Town Hall at 704-279-2180

105 East Main Street, Rockwell, N.C. 28138

Museum Gazebo
The gazebo at the museum offers  

fesitive displays throughout the year.

Veterans Memorial:
“In Memory Of All American Veterans”

to explore, shop and live. 
welcomes you
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but remembers the support from the 
community really helped her settle in 
and feel comfortable. The support and 
involvement from the Woodleaf parents 
was much greater than her previous 
school in Ohio, where she is originally 
from and where she first started her 
teaching career. She quickly told her-
self that this was going to be home.

“The people there and the communi-
ty made you feel like you were home,” 
Hastings said. “There’s so many con-
nections and I think that’s what was so 
painful about losing Woodleaf: all those 
connections that people had there.”

Taking a second to think about it and 
then laughing to herself, Hastings told 
a story about her favorite memory: A 
small, black pig had gotten loose from 
a neighboring farm and was running 
around the playground while school 
was in session. So, Hastings and a few 
other teachers went into animal control 
mode. They chased the pig all around 
the school grounds until they finally 
captured him.

She also said the irreplaceable 
friendships she made were among her 
favorite memories.

“That was hard for Woodleaf to 
swallow, that their school was being 
taken away,” Hastings said when the 
community first heard that the school 
was being closed. She said the last 
day before its closing was a tough one. 
It was a somber atmosphere, but the 
teachers had a little bit of excitement 
because of the move to a new school.

“I just miss being in the communi-

ty,” said Kris Wolfe, the former prin-
cipal of Woodleaf Elementary from 
2014-2019.

Wolfe is now the current principal 
of West Rowan Elementary. She also 
said she missed doing activities in the 
school’s auditorium and gymnasium, 
which were the oldest buildings in the 
school and reminded her of the gym-
nasium that the University of Indiana’s 
basketball team played in.

“The gym reminded me of the movie 
‘Hoosiers’ because it was just that old-
time gym,” Wolfe said.

But with sad endings come new 
beginnings. The county is in the 
pre-stages of building Woodleaf Com-
munity Park on the school’s former 
site. The park features include a play-
ground for toddlers, a playground for 
older children, two picnic shelters, a 
multi-use field, an outdoor exercise ar-
ea, a memorial orchard, a gazebo, an 
amphitheater plaza, a 1.2-mile walking 
trail that loops around the park, two 
parking lots and restroom facilities. 
Bids have opened for construction of 
the park and it is estimated to be com-
pleted within the next year or earlier, 
according to the Rowan County Parks 
and Recreation Department.

“In so many of our small, unincor-
porated communities, the schools are a 
major hub for activity for the residents,” 
said Rowan County Commissioner Jim 
Greene, who spearheaded building the 
park. Bringing that back to Woodleaf 
was a major part of why the commis-
sioners wanted to build the park.

(Submitted photo)
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FO R YO U

Right 
Mattress

Within minutes, 

bedMATCH® measures 

your body and analyzes 

thousands of calculations 

to determine which 

mattresses fit you best.

Create

Your Profile

Find

Your Match

Choose

Your Mattress 4011 STATESVILLE BLVD. SALISBURY, NC 28147  |  (704) 636-9191

AnneRolandFurniture.com  |  Info@AnneRolandFurniture.com

7th Year Best in Mexican Cuisine!
Fifth year best in Mexican Cuisine
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BY BRAD DOUNTZ
brad.dountz@salisburypost.com

imple food is often the best food. 
If it’s made by someone who 
cares about what they serve, it’s 
going to taste pretty good. More 

often than not, it’s going to be delicious. 
There are countless restaurants in Row-

an County that offer more than just 
a nice meal or dessert, but act as a 
consistent pillar in an ever-chang-
ing landscape.

Gary’s Barbecue in China Grove 
has been open for over 50 years. 
When driving down the road it looks 
like a place that hasn’t changed 
since it opened. Inside of the restaurant, 

the walls are lined with old signs 
and pictures that make custom-
ers feel like they’ve traveled 
back in time.

“I don’t like change, but I’m 
getting used to it...I try to keep 
everything simple,” owner Gary 
Ritchie said.

Ritchie is committed to staying the 

same as much as he can. He doesn’t ac-
cept credit cards, only cash or checks.

“I started back in ’71 and nobody ever 
used a credit card much back then and 
so I just hate change. I decided to leave 
everything the way it was,” Ritchie said. 
They have settled on a compromise by 
having an ATM on the premises.

The customers who have loyally re-

The best recipe
Local restaurants stick with tried-and-true formulas

S

Gary’s Barbecue is a classic American restaurant that has changed little since it opened. (Brad Dountz photo)

Ritchie



P R O G R E S S  E D I T I O N     4 5

Cathy is #1 in the state & #7 in the nation 
among Century 21 agents. Born and 
raised in Rowan County.

Ashlee M. Flippin
REALTOR 704-267-3371
c21ashlee@gmail.com

REALTOR 704-213-2464

474 Jake Alexander Blvd., West
Salisbury, NC • 704-637-7721

FAMILY, FRIENDS and 
NEIGHBORS

We find the home that makes everyone in your life happy. 

Call us today.
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turned over the years love the nostalgia 
and the fact the food still tastes like it 
used to without getting too expensive.

“I try to keep things reasonable. 
When we opened a hamburger was 15 
cents and the barbecue was a quarter 
and a drink was a dime. Now things are 
drastically different because every-
thing costs so much now,” Ritchie said.

As time goes on, Gary’s has become 
a place that people can rely upon for 
being there like it was when they were 
younger. Even as China Grove and Row-
an County go through changes, Gary’s 
is sticking to what they know.

“When we started here, China Grove 
had about 2,200-2,300 people and now it’s 
probably about 5-6,000 and it’s growing 
pretty quick now because they’re build-
ing houses and businesses everywhere. 
I’m not sure how it’ll affect the business, 
but I’m sure it will improve it, which 
is good the way it is. I like it the way 
it is, but whatever happens happens,” 
Ritchie said.

After eating some delicious barbe-
cue, something nice and sweet is always 
a welcomed addition to a meal. Since the 
1950s, the Dairy Queen in Salisbury has 
been another blast from the past that 
people can’t stop coming to. All of the 
exterior still rocks a vintage design, but 
unlike Gary’s, they started taking cards 
a few years ago.

Dairy Queen has been owned and op-
erated by Robert and Melissa Utley for 
over 40 years. Just like Gary’s, Melis-
sa values that Dairy Queen has stayed 
the same even with Rowan County con-

stantly developing and growing.
“I don’t think it’s changed much. 

We still have children and the smiling 
faces that are delighted to see you dip 
their ice cream cones. It’s still a happy 
place,” Utley said. “We’ve basically just 
stuck to what we’re good at...80 percent 
of our products are the same as they 
were 40 something years ago...We try 
to keep everything the same...We are 
what we were 45 years ago.”

Utley thinks the reason Dairy Queen 
has been such a popular spot is because 
it has been around for so long, people 

can’t imagine their lives without it.
“The next generation and the gener-

ation after. We hear stories all the time, 
‘My grandfather used to bring me here 
and now I’m bringing my grandkids 
here!’ It’s kind of a generational favor-
ite spot,” Utley said.

Besides believing that Dairy Queen 
hasn’t changed, Utley is adamant that 
it doesn’t change going forward. Her 
brother has worked at Dairy Queen for 
most of his life and her kids plan on 
running it in the future.

“There’s nothing like the feel of West 

Innes. You couldn’t match it if you went 
and built a new one. It’s the memories of 
people and people who come by and tell 
stories and pictures. You can’t replicate 
that. We’re very, very grateful to have 
been here for as long as we have been,” 
Utley said.

Recently, Rowan County has gone 
through its own evolution to figure out 
what it’s going to be for those living 
here in the long term. Luckily, people 
will always be hungry and Gary’s Bar-
becue and Dairy Queen will always be 
there.

Gary’s has a retro feel that people of all ages can enjoy. (Brad Dountz photos)

Owner Melissa Utley is proud of the fact that Dairy Queen has stayed the same. 
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www.salisburypostdigital.com
sales@salisburypost.com
336-608-1190

ARE YOU REACHING CUSTOMERS?
  It’s a digital world, we have digital solutions

-DIGITAL AD TARGETING STRATEGIES
Includes site retargeting, contextual targeting, search 
retargeting, geo-targeting down to address specific levels.

-TARGETED EMAIL MARKETING 
Using massive database of verified opt-in consumers that 
allow marketers to reach relevant prospects.

-WEBSITE DESIGN AND HOSTING
Affordable website designs that can get any business up and 
running affordably, and give a business with a dated site a 
fresh makeover that can increase google search results.
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BY CHARLIE DRAPE
charles.drape@salisburypost.com

efore the town of Rockwell 
was incorporated into Rowan 
County by an act of the North 
Carolina General Assembly in 

1911, it was a large camping site in the 
1800s for travelers who were making 
their way to the South Carolina coast-
line for salt.

The campers would hop off their 
horses, let them rest and set up their 
tents around a large rock well. That’s 

how the town became Rockwell.
“It was a pretty place with great oak 

trees hewed out for the horses to drink 
from,” said Mabel Kluttz in a 1953 bi-
centennial edition of the Salisbury Post. 
Kluttz, known as the “First Lady of 
Rockwell,” was a highly regarded town 
historian.

Now the camping site has turned into 
an up-and-coming town of 2,200 resi-
dents and two of Rockwell’s town alder-
men are looking to make the future even 
better, while also reflecting on the time 
they spent growing up there.

Memories of Rockwell’s past
Town of Rockwell Alderman Chris 

Cranford, 67, was born 
in Rockwell in 1955 and 
remembers the town for 
the simple pleasures it 
had to offer during his 
childhood. He remem-
bers organizing games of 
football, basketball and 
baseball with his friends 

against other kids in town, and just gen-
erally always being outside, which is a 
joy Cranford said kids nowadays don’t 

understand.
“We had the best time, best envi-

ronment as far as being a kid — better 
than they do today. We were out play-
ing sports all the time and doing things 
and now they’re doing this all the time,” 
Cranford said as he mimicked texting 
on a phone.

He admitted that there weren’t ma-
ny places to go as far as restaurants or 
places to hang out, so most of his time 
was spent playing at Rockwell Park and 
eating dinners at home with his family. 
He also remembered going out hunting 

Boomtown
Rockwell has seen steady increase of residents, businesses 

B

The town of Rockwell recently built a new police station. (Charlie Drape photo)

Cranford
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June 29 - July 4

All-American 
Fun for Everyone!

Fireworks on 
Saturday, July 1st and
Tuesday, July 4th at 10:30.77 YEARS

We are honored to 
have been voted the 

BEST Elementary / Middle School 
in Rowan County. THANK YOU!

FAITH ACADEMY CHARTER SCHOOL
Creating community-minded leaders

Growing to K-9 for 2023 - 2024
....and K-12 in 2026 - 2027

Located in Faith, NC
Small class sizes
Community-focused
Life Skills courses
Guided Literacy Program
College & Career Ready
Tuition-free public charter

WWW.FAITHACADEMYNC.ORG • 704-603-8437WWW.FAITHACADEMYNC.ORG 704-603-8437

We are honored to have been voted the 
BEST Elementary / Middle School 

in Rowan County. THANK YOU!

Growing to K-8 for 2022 - 2023
....and K-12 in 2026 - 2027 

L o c a t e d  i n  F a i t h ,  N C
S m a l l  c l a s s  s i z e s
C o m m u n i t y - f o c u s e d
L i f e  S k i l l s  c o u r s e s
G u i d e d  l i t e r a c y  p r o g r a m
C o l l e g e  &  c a r e e r  r e a d i n e s s
Tu i t i o n - f r e e  p u b l i c  c h a r t e r

C r e a t i n g  co m m u n i t y - m i n d e d  l e a d e r s
FAITH AC ADEMY CHARTER SCHOOL

Open from 
7am - 9pm 
everyday 

except 
Tuesday

Serving all your favorites for 
Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner.

(704) 209-1010 •115 N. Main St. Faith, NC

Completely 
Renovated and 

Under New 
Ownership

Follow us on

EACH VEHICLE IS FULLY DETAILED
AFTER REPAIRS ARE COMPLETED.

1685 Kluttz Road, Salisbury, NC 28146

 

(704) 209-1203 or (704) 279-5605
crossroadsautobody1685@gmail.com

FREE ESTIMATES

QUALITY 
PAINTING & 
COLLISION 
REPAIRS

YouTube broadcast -
Faith Lutheran Church - Faith, NC

Faith 4th of  
July Celebration:

“The Fourth of July offers an old-fashion good time.”

All activities take place on the  
Faith American Legion Park and  

Faith Elementary School grounds.

faith4th.com

Explore FaithExploreExplore FaithExplore
The menu on the Fourth of July that the  
civic and community volunteers prepare 

consists of the following:
✳ 4500 pounds of  

barbecued shoulders
✳ 5000 hot dogs
✳ 7000 hamburgers

✳ 1800 pound of  
country ham

✳ 5000 ice cream cones
✳ 20,000 drinks

✳ 2500 pounds of cabbage 
 for making a slaw
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for rabbits.
“I’ll say it til the day I die: I lived 

during the best time for a kid to grow 
up in Rockwell,” Cranford said.

Cranford was first elected as alder-
man in 2019 and said his main reason for 
running was because he wanted to see 
more people who were “born and bred 
in Rockwell.” But although he is remi-
niscent of his childhood in Rockwell, 
he said he understands that growth is 
necessary for any town to survive.

“The world is bigger. It’s the sign of 
the times, you’ve got to grow to be able 

to exist,” he said.
A ld er m a n  D i l lo n 

Brewer, 30, has seen 
that growth during his 
childhood in Rockwell 
and is set on creating 
more while he is on the 
board. When asked what 

he remembers about the town when he 
was a kid, Brewer said “a lot of empty 
lots.” But in the last 10 to 15 years he has 
seen businesses like McDonalds, CVS 
Pharmacy, Sonic and O’Reilly’s take up 
residence in the town.

As Cranford did when he was a kid, 
Brewer said his childhood days were 
spent going to the park, playing sports 
and spending days with friends and 
family.

Brewer was heavily involved in stu-
dent government in middle school and 
high school. He was vice president of 
the North Carolina Association of Stu-
dent Councils his senior year. Once he 
graduated, he went straight to work in 
the auto industry, but he always wanted 
to get back to helping with his commu-
nity. He was elected as an alderman 
in 2021.

“I just wanted to take an additional 
step to serve my neighbors,” Brewer 
said. “There’s a lot of growth in certain 
areas that I thought I could help with 
in my community.”

The new Rockwell
With new housing developments be-

ing built, the town’s population is ex-
pected to double in the next 10 years 
to close to 4,500 residents.

The influx of people means more 
businesses will be setting up shop 

in the town. In fact, some have al-
ready. Bojangles has been approved 
by the board of aldermen, as well as 
The Morning Glory coffee shop. The 
Rowan-Kannapolis ABC Board is also 
building a new store. Brewer is hop-
ing that even more businesses will see 
how thriving Rockwell has become and 
want to follow suit.

Rockwell residents also recently 
voted for a liquor-by-the-drink ref-
erendum in the November election. 
The referendum allows alcoholic 
mixed-beverages, such as margaritas, 
to be sold at restaurants in town. And 
to address the growing population the 
town also built a state-of-the-art police 
department located on U.S. 52.

More business in town is always a 
good thing, but Both Cranford and Brew-
er said they would like residents of the 
town to be more involved in community 
activities, which is something they have 
been working on as aldermen. To help 
new residents find out about commu-
nity events, the town redesigned their 
website and launched its first “Town of 
Rockwell” facebook page, which gained 

700 likes in three days.
“That’s one of the things when I’m 

going somewhere, I want to look at their 
town’s website or Facebook to see what 
kind of events they have,” said Brewer, 
who helped spearhead the redesign of 
the town’s website and create the Face-
book page.

Brewer also helped create the first 
Town of Rockwell Cornhole Tourna-
ment last year, which he wants to be-
come an annual event. There were 48 
teams and around 200 people showed up. 
But that’s just the start. The big event 
that is being planned for this summer 
is the “Rock the Park” festival which 
will feature live music, food trucks 
and vendors. There are also plans for 
a Food Truck Friday Festival where 
food trucks from all over the county 
will be able to drive in and sell to res-
idents. Lastly, the town is planning to 
celebrate a home every month with a 
“Yard of Month” competition.

“We’re just trying to do more events 
to bring a sense of community to Rock-
well. It’s something we’ve really been 
missing out on,” Brewer said.

Questions? Nanette Dillon 313-610-7705

Brewer
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We’re building
a model

  small-town
     community.

Find out more at spencernc.gov or call 704-633-2231.

460 S Salisbury Avenue, Spencer, NC 28159

PINOCCHIO’S
Italian Restaurant

Tuesday-Thursday 5:00-9:00 • Friday-Saturday 5:00-10:00

518 S. Salisbury Ave., Spencer

704-636-8891
Follow us on

Hours: Mon.- Thurs. 11am-9pm, 
Fri.- Sat. 11am-10pm, Sun. 11am-7pm

Serving all your favorite Mexican cuisine!

Now  Open in  Spencer

Now  Open in  Spencer

704-762-9779 • 320 S. Salisbury Ave. Spencer

R&J FURNITURE
XPRESSWE 

DELIVER
NO INTEREST 
FINANCING

Voted Best Furniture Store 7 Years in a Row!
1015 N. Salisbury Ave., Spencer 

(704) 633-4677 

Store Hours: Mon-Fri 8:00-5:00, Sat 8:00-4:00 
www.rjfurniturexpress.com 

NC Museum of Dolls, Toys & Miniatures
Come visit us and relive some great childhood memories!

108 Fourth St., Spencer
704-762-9359 • ncmdtm.org • Like us on 

500 S Salisbury Ave | Spencer, NC 28159
(704) 637-8717 • www.littlechoochooshop.com

Tuesday - Saturday 10am-5:30pm

We have an experienced team of model railroad enthusiasts 
prepared to help you make the most of the hobby we all love.

Welcome to the gateway to  
Rowan County, NC – Spencer, NC.

Where hometown charm is  
plentiful, and residents can enjoy  

the quality of life they desire.
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BY BRAD DOUNTZ
brad.dountz@salisburypost.com

onnie Smith knows Food Lion 
like the back of his hand. As he 
should — his father co-found-
ed it nearly 70 years ago.

“Truthfully, I’ve been with the com-
pany 66 years. I started when I was 11 
years old. That was in 1957 when we 
opened our first Food Town store and I 
was too young to earn a salary. So my 
dad who, with Mr. Ketner, started the 
company, put me to work shining apples 
and I didn’t get paid,” Smith said.

In 1957, Ralph and Brown Ketner 
along with Wilson Smith, Ronnie’s fa-
ther, worked for Winn-Dixie in Salis-
bury. They were told they were moving 
their headquarters to Raleigh, but they 
all decided they didn’t want to move. 
There was a building with space for a 
grocery store and they decided to start 
their own business.

The only problem was that they didn’t 
have enough capital to get everything off 
the ground. In total, they had $60,000 to 

$65,000, but needed $125,000. In order to 
get the rest of the money, they reached 
out to everyone they knew in the area 
for help.

“They decided, ‘Well, let’s issue stock 
in the company.’ The company didn’t 
even exist, it was brand new,” Smith said. 
They were selling shares in their com-
pany at $10 each. Most people laughed at 
them and said, ‘No, we’re not interested.’ 
But they found enough people to raise 
the total $125,000. They did it.”

Later, Food Town was bought by a 
company from Brussels, Belgium — the 
DelHaize Group. They wanted to expand 
beyond the state of North Carolina, but 
had a problem and also a solution.

“When that happened, we could not 
move into other states out of North Car-
olina because there was a Food Town in 
Memphis, Tennessee, there was a Food 
Town in another state and we were not 
able to use the name Food Town. So, 
we said, ‘OK, the logo for the DelHaize 
company was a lion...and we changed our 
name from Food Town to Food Lion...We 
only had to change two letters and that 

Investing in community
Food Lion’s reach goes further than just good deals

R

Food Lion started out as a single grocery store in Salisbury and is now in 10 states. (Brad Dountz photos)

Ronnie Smith’s (pictured) father, Wilson Smith, helped start Food Lion thanks to the help of 
local residents who invested in the company. 
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© Novant Health, Inc. 2023 

3/23 • GCM-1276536a 

Our team is expanding to deliver even more comprehensive care for women, 

with the compassion and expertise you expect.

Susan Patterson, WHNP, is a board-certified nurse practitioner specializing in 

prenatal care, family planning, contraception, well-woman checks and gynecologic 

conditions. Kimberly Holshouser, CNM, is a board-certified nurse-midwife specializing 

in full scope midwifery care, including prenatal care, family planning, contraception and 

well-woman checks.

Expect Remarkable Care Near You.

Kimberly Holshouser, CNM

Susan Patterson, WHNP

Salisbury 
911 W. Henderson St., Suite 300 • 704-636-9270

China Grove 

1955 S. U.S. Highway 29 • 704-855-7611

Novant Health Carolina Women’s Health Associates

saved the company millions of dollars in 
signage,” Smith said.

DelHaize invested $7 million for 49 
percent of shares of Food Town. When 
that happened, things really got going.

“The stock that the few investors had 
purchased back in 1957 took off like a 
rocket...A stockholder that bought as 
little as $500 worth of stock way back 
when became millionaires,” Smith said. 
“It lit a fire under this community and 
the stockholders got real excited. They 
would go to the Salisbury Post everyday 
and read the stock. The stock would start 
going up, up, up, up.”

Most of the money that the original 
stockholders had was invested back into 
the community once they died. Catawba 
College, Novant Health, Rowan Helping 
Ministries, churches and foundations all 
received money from the original inves-
tors in Food Lion.

“So without that, this community 
probably would have not been able to 
grow and prosper like it’s done. For 
that reason, I think people still look at 
Food Lion and say, ‘Thank God it started 
right here in Salisbury, North Carolina,’” 
Smith said.

Smith is still involved with Food Li-
on to this day, working with Food Lion 
Credit Union and Food Lion Foundation. Wilson Smith and Ralph Ketner in front of the first Food Town store in the Ketner Center in 1971. (Salisbury Post file photo)
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Smith says his father’s work ethic was 
“ingrained” in him and that persever-
ance has been rewarded.

“If I worked with you in the office or 
the store I felt like you were part my 
family...The sacrifices that were made in 
the early, early days really paid off later 
on in the company,” Smith said.

Food Lion is still driven to serve its 
community. Joey Williams is the direc-
tor of operations of Food Lion in Salis-
bury/Rowan County. He has been with 
the company for over 40 years and over-
sees 23 stores. He describes all the ways 
Food Lion, not just as a company but as 
employees, have assisted in giving back 
in anyway they can.

“For me and my team, we volunteer 
whenever needed at Rowan Helping Min-
istries and what we try to do is when they 
have a need we send folks, volunteers to 
help prepare and to feed folks in the com-
munity in need,” Williams said.

Food Lion supports the food pantry at 
Livingstone College and partners with 
Rowan Vocational Opportunities. Last 
year they donated $1 million for Second 
Harvest Food Bank and $125,000 to the 
non-profit Partners in Learning to build 

teaching kitchens.
“We do this because we truly be-

lieve that we are the communities that 
we serve. Our associates obviously live 
here and work in the towns and cities we 
serve and that is especially true here in 
Salisbury,” Williams said.

Food Lion hasn’t forgotten what it 
takes to be a success like it was back in 
the day. Low prices were a huge factor 
in their expansion and even though there 
is more local competition to deal with, 
Food Lion folks are not worried because 
the company retains the same values that 
it used to.

“Price is what made Food Lion and 
being there for our customers. We contin-
ually do everything we can to save where 
we can so we can reinvest in price to keep 
prices down. We know by doing that we 
keep our prices lower than our competi-
tion in most cases,” Williams said.

Food Lion isn’t afraid to adapt to how 
customers or the county think. “We’re 
going to change when our customers tell 
us to change. We’re trying to keep our 
stores updated and we’re going to keep 
our prices down,” Williams said.

Food Lion’s focus has always been to keep prices as low as possible. (Brad Dountz photo)
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130 West Kerr St., Suite 100
704-856-9502

stowelawfirmnc.com

SERIOUS 
REPRESENTATION
•  Criminal Defense
•  Traffic Violations
• DWI
• Expungement

Voted Best Law Firm  
in Rowan County
“Thank You To All Who Voted!”

Voted Best Law Firm
in Rowan County

129 North Main Street  | 704-856-9502
stowelawfirmnc.com
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BY BRAD DOUNTZ
brad.dountz@salisburypost.com

erry Holt can still smell the 
burning. Back in 1964, Holt 
was just a kid when he was 
exposed to a Ku Klux Klan 

rally that took place in Rowan County 
and he still remembers it to this day.

“I remember going by on the school 
bus and smelling the kerosene soaking 
on the three crosses. People came and 
parked in our yard, put on their Klan 
robes, and walked a half a mile to get 
over,” Holt said.

To paint a better picture of what that 
time was like, Holt suggests checking 
out “Klansville, U.S.A.” a book about 
the Klan in the civil rights era, which 
shows a rally taking place in downtown 
Salisbury.

“If it had not rained a heavy rain on 
that day, there would’ve been dead people 
in the streets. There was a huge Klan ral-
ly here and a huge response rally and the 
police really just didn’t know what to do. 
It was about to break loose and God said, 
‘OK, enough of this!’ and it just torrential 

Through the years
Growing up with Rowan County through the generations

T

Downtown Salisbury and the rest of Rowan County has changed drastically over the years. (Brad Dountz photo)

Left: Terry Holt and his wife Eunice at their home that used to belong to his grandmother. (Brad Dountz photo)
Right: Terry and Eunice Holt the day of their wedding. 
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BUSINESS 
HONOR ROLL

1877 ~ 146 Years

Leading Rowan
Brokerage, Development, Property 
Management, Investment Property

wallacerealty.com

704-636-2021

1851 ~ 172 Years

2300 West Innes Street
Salisbury, NC 28144

800.228.2922

Learn More
catawba.edu/staylocal

1882 ~ 141 Years

Enrolling Now
for 2023-2024!

Salisbury, NC
704-633-2841

salisburycatholicschool.org

Think . Serve . Lead . Believe . Since 1882
Learners to Leaders

1905 ~ 118 Years

131 W. Innes St.,  Salisbury, NC
salisburypost.com

704-633-8950

1907 ~ 116 Years

Family Owned and Operated 

1315 W. Innes Street, Salisbury, NC 28144
www.summersettfuneralhome.com

704-633-2111

1907 ~ 116 Years

116th
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1955 ~ 68 Years

 Linn-Honeycutt 
Funeral Home

China Grove
704-857-2401

1948 ~ 75 Years

We’re a family owned company  
specializing in residential and commercial  

pest management services.

1903 South Main St., Salisbury, NC

704-633-2938

1950 ~ 73 Years

“Locally owned & operated”
Many thanks to all our customers!

1004 West Innes Street, Salisbury, NC
  Come fill out an

employment application!

OPEN ALL YEAR!

1947 ~ 76 Years

Lawn & Garden Supplies
Feed • Seed • Fertilizer

605 Saw Rd.
China Grove, NC

704-857-7207

1945 ~ 78 Years

HARRISON’S 
FLORIST

Yes we are still open.
We sell the real rose - dipped in 24k gold 

1012 Holmes Ave.
Salisbury, NC

704-636-4251

1939 ~ 84 Years

“A tradition of reliable 
products and services”

225 Corriher Gravel Rd.
China Grove, NC

704-857-0166

1938 ~ 85 Years

Ribbons - Silk Flowers
Wedding Supplies

Candles - Lots more! 

1109 N. Salisbury Ave.
Spencer, NC

704-633-2701

Raper’s
of Spencer

1935 ~ 88 Years

Towel City Tire
Since 1935

“Serving the Area with
Quality for 87 Years”

Brad Cauble/Danny Cauble
Owners

1601 North Ridge Avenue
Kannapolis, NC

704-933-2143

1936 ~ 87 Years
Frank C. Corriher

Beef & Sausage, Inc. 

940 Daugherty Rd.
China Grove

Sausage • Country Ham
Livermush • Chili
Other Beef & Pork 

Products

704-857-5519

1934 ~ 89 Years

Great Parts, Great Service
Great People - Come See Us! 

330 Depot St., Salisbury, NC

704-636-1041

Rouzer Motor Parts

1934 ~ 88 Years

Great Parts, Great Service
Great People - Come See Us! 

330 Depot St., Salisbury, NC

704-636-1041

Rouzer Motor Parts

1913 ~ 110 Years

Carolina Beverage 
Corporation:

 makers of Cheerwine

1413 Jake Alexander Blvd S.
Salisbury, NC

704-637-5881
www.cheerwine.com

1909 ~ 114 Years

704-633-1772

1959 ~ 64 Years1959 ~ 64 Years

Whatever the individual’s 
needs, our well-trained 

team is dedicated to 

and compassion.
LONG OR SHORT TERM STAYS 

909 N. Salisbury Ave.
Spencer, NC

o�ce.manager@bethamyretirement.com

704-633-1985

BETHAMY
ASSISTED LIVING CENTER
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1963 ~ 60 Years

338 N. Main St., China Grove
704-857-5938

HARDWARE
UPSTAIRS!

Garden Tools,  
Lawn Grass Seed,

Pet Food and Supplies,
Feed and Seed

PRODUCTS AVAILABLE!
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1985 ~ 38 Years

1628 W. Innes St.
Ketner Center

 Salisbury, NC 28144

704-633-5310

Rowan Precision
Machining, Inc.
Special Machining & Repair 
Small Tool & Die Work. All 

types Brazing & Welding

Reginald Hall, Owner
707 N. Salisbury Ave.

Granite Quarry

704-279-6092

1985 ~ 35 Years1984 ~ 39 Years

1810 W. Innes St.
Salisbury, NC  28144

Your local jewelry 
manufacturer, proudly 

serving the Salisbury area 
since 1984

windsorgalleryjewelers.com

704-633-7115

305 N. Main St.
Salisbury, NC 28144

Whitley, Jordan, Inge
& Rary, Attorneys and

Counselors at Law, P.A.

wjilaw.com

704-637-1111

1973 ~ 50 Years

1981 ~ 42 Years

Salisbury’s Best Choice  
for Highest Quality Floor 

and Upholstery Care
Commercial & Residential

Free Estimates 
Senior Discounts

704-633-7030

Tom’s
Carpet
Care

1977 ~ 46 Years

Lumber • Hardwood • Plywood
PPG Paints • Stains • Flooring
Sakrete Plumbing • Electrical

& More!
3301 Salisbury Hwy

Statesville, NC 28677
lilshavers.com

704-872-3148 

1980 ~ 43 Years

“Technology helps  
us stay connected, but 

nothing replaces face to 
face communication” 

474 Jake Alexander Blvd.

704-637-7721

1975 ~ 48 Years

spgi�s.com

704-637-0708

104 S. Main St.
 Salisbury, NC  28144

Voted best gi� shop 
in Rowan County

1973 ~ 50 Years

Group Plans
Medicare Products 

Salisbury, NC 28144

704-636-6681

1970 ~ 53 Years

Ritchie’s Steamway
Carpet & Upholstery

Cleaners

 

704-633-9418

1967 ~ 56 Years

salisburysymphony.org

704-216-1513

204 E. Innes St.
 Salisbury, NC 28144

We seek to educate, entertain,
inspire, engage and enrich
our community through 

orchestral music

1967 ~ 56 Years

From living room to dining room, 
lighting to rugs, we are here

to assist you with great products

1660 N. Main St.
 China Grove, NC 28023

barefurniture.co

704-857-2619

1971 ~ 52 Years

Shoes and boots for men 
and women since 1971 

207 N. Main Street
Landis

704-857-5690

1970 ~ 53 Years

418 China Grove Hwy
Rockwell, NC 28138

704-279-3526
putnamscarpet1@gmail.com

Putnam’s 
Carpet 

Sales Inc.

1964 ~ 59 Years

Tuesday-Saturday
5 am-4 pm 

1760 North Main Street, 
China Grove

704-857-9417

1965 ~ 58 Years

“Salisbury’s Place Since 1965”
Restaurant & Catering 

117 Statesville Blvd.

704-633-9953

1969 ~ 54 Years

 704-633-0462

WAGGONER
REALTY CO.
We're a family-owned 

company specializing in 
property management 

and real estate sales.
119 West Council Street

Salisbury
www.waggonerrealty.com
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Serving Rowan &  
surrounding counties  

SINCE 1969

1005 S. Main St., China Grove, NC 28023
704-857-1186

New Installs • Repairs
Free Estimates

Financing
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2003 ~ 20 Years

 
Call NOW for your

FREE quote!

704-754-2796

Storm Damage
Specialist

1998 ~ 25 years

3570 S. Main Street 
Salisbury, NC 28147

 superiorwallsnc.com

704-636-6200

1997 ~ 26 Years

228 Statesville Blvd.
Salisbury, NC

mleonardhampton@gmail.com
Selling Salisbury...Successfully!

704-239-3096

1996 ~ 27 Years

jeterchiro.com 

1001 North Main St.
Salisbury

704-633-5156

1996 ~ 27 Years

120 S. Main St.
Salisbury, NC 28144

Historic downtown 
Salisbury’s favorite lunch spot

sidewalkdeli.com

704-637-3354

Sidewalk 
Deli

1995 ~ 28 Years

1502 W. Innes St.
 Salisbury, NC 28144

djsrestaurant.com

704-638-9647

1995 ~ 28 Years

4011 Statesville Blvd.
Salisbury, NC

Tuesday-Friday
9:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Saturday
9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

annerolandfurniture.com
704-636-9191

1994 ~ 29 Years

329 S. Church St.
 Salisbury, NC 28144

lacavarestaurant.com

704-637-7174

728 Klumac Road, Salisbury, NC
www.trinityoaks.net

704-603-9202

30

1992 ~ 31 Years

ameripriseadvisors.com/michael.j.wright

704-754-5950

112 Moses Road
Suite B

 Rockwell, NC 28138

Michael J. Wright, CFP®
Over 30 years experience

in �nancial planning
& investment management

1993 ~ 30 Years

artwork, furniture, home 
decor & much more! 

230 East Kerr St.
Salisbury, NC

704-642-0039

Salisbury
Emporium

1989 ~ 34 Years

Your complete One Stop Nursery, Landscaping,
Garden Center & Christmas Shop 

2281 Statesville Blvd., Salisbury NC 28147
www.godleysgardencenter.com

704-638-0082

Lik

e Us! SeeUs!

1991 ~ 32 Years

Cindy Morgan
Insurance Agency Inc.

Assisting my Salisbury neighbors with 
their insurance needs for over 30 years

109 West Cemetery Street
 Salisbury, NC 28144

704-638-9822
cindymorganagency.com

1990 ~ 33 Years

barnhardtjewelers.com

704-633-0618

112 E. Innes St.
 Salisbury, NC 28144

Barnhardt
Jewelers

1992 ~ 31 Years

215 Lash Drive
Salisbury 

laurelsofsalisbury.com

704-637-1182

1989 ~ 34 Years

ALAN F. BURKE CPA, PA

Accounting, Financial  
Planning, Bookkeeping, 
Payroll, Tax Preparation

430 Jake Alexander Blvd. W.
Salisbury, NC

www.AlanBurkeCPA.com

704-633-8697

1987 ~ 36 Years

Your Physical Security 
Specialist 

Family owned and 
operated local business 

licensed by the state of NC

704-857-6957

1986 ~ 37 Years

 Voted Best Hotdog
 in Rowan County

for seven years!
116 North Main Street
Downtown Salisbury

Tues.-Fri., 11 am-4 pm;
Sat., 11 am-3 pm
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2018 ~ 5 Years

118 East Innes Street
(Side Entrance)

Downtown Salisbury

Call and Book your
Theme, Date & Time
704-431-8636

2019 ~ 4 Years 

980-432-8287

115 North Main Street
 Salisbury, NC 28144

Facebook: @TSTESalisbury
Instagram: @spiceandtea.salisbury

2019 ~ 4 Years

704 B J. Alexander Blvd W
 Salisbury, NC 28147

phenomwellcbd.com

980-330-3073

2023 ~ New

�e 1st commissary in Rowan 
County, located in Spencer, 

provides a shared kitchen for food 
entrepreneurs to prepare and 

package their products. 

1205 N Salisbury Ave., Spencer
(347) 617-6441

Follow us on           

2017 ~ 6 Years

• Criminal Defense
• Traffic Violations
• DWI
• Expungement

129 North Main Street,
Downtown Salisbury 

704-856-9502
stowelawfirmnc.com

2018 ~ 5 Years

“Our door is always open!”
166 North Broad Street
Mooresville, NC  28115

980-444-9151

2016 ~ 7 Years

 
allscaperockwell.llc@gmail.com

Call us for your 
TOTAL LAWN MAINTENANCE 

& more!

Design • Install • Maintain
Licensed Insured

704-433-5360

2013 ~ 10 Years

210 East Innes St.
Salisbury

www.salisburysalonspa.com

704-310-5941

2011 ~ 12 Years

1714 W. Innes St.,  Salisbury, NC 28144
mykonosgrillnc.com

704-762-9590

2011 ~ 12 Years

111 W. Innes St.
Salisbury, NC 28144

Premium bicycles, gear,
apparel, service & repairs

skinnywheels.com

704-762-9537

2011 ~ 12 Years

Branson Owner/Operator
ASE Certi�ed Shop

 1685 Kluttz Rd.
Salisbury, NC

(704) 209-1203
(704) 279-5605

2010 ~ 13 Years

1030 Freeland Dr
Salisbury, NC 

 
www.elpatronsalisburync.com 

704-636-5300 

2009 ~ 14 Years 

704-754-7733

Voted best co�ee shop
in Rowan County 

for seven years!
329 North Main Street
Downtown Salisbury

2006 ~ 17 Years

200 S. Main St.
Salisbury, NC 28144

home accessories, 
 

and clothing!

shopcaniche.com

704-638-5522

2009 ~ 14 Years

Broker in charge

www.tmrrealtyinc.com

704-245-6184
704-433-2582

107 North Main Faith St.
Salisbury, NC 28146

2003 ~ 20 Years

In home sales and service for all of
your medical supply needs

Ketner Center
1706 West Innes Street, Salisbury, NC 28144

penrodmedical.com
704-630-1155

2009 ~ 14 Years2003 ~ 20 Years

1510 W. Innes St.
Salisbury, NC 28144

romanositaliantogo.com

704-636-2221
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down poured and sent everybody on his 
way. I sat beside one of the Klan mem-
bers in church every Sunday,” Holt said.

Holt, a retired teacher, has lived in 
Rowan County for most of his life. The 
only time he lived anywhere else was 
when he moved to Virginia for eight 
years for a teaching job. It can be easy 
to take for granted how far America has 
come since those days of unrest. Even 
something as innocent as getting a drink 
of water took on whole new dimensions a 
few decades ago. Holt remembers a time 
when he was at the store with his mom 
and witnessed a powerful scene.

“A little girl had climbed up on the 
water fountain to get water and just 
about the time she was drinking this 
woman clothes-lined her off of the wa-
ter stand because she had climbed up on 
the ‘colored’ water fountain,” Holt said. 
“I remember asking my mom, ‘Why 
does the water have a color?’ And her 
response was, ‘Well for right now, son, 
it just does.’ ”

Holt was born on Mt. Hope Church 
Road. An only child, his parents both 
used to work at the Cannon Mills. Look-
ing back at how important those mills 
were to so many people, Holt can’t be-
lieve that they are gone now.

“I would never have thought in my 
life time that I would’ve watched the 
entire Cannon Mills torn down. My 
mom and dad made their living there. 
I worked there three years, partially in 
the summer. I never thought...”

One of the places that Holt and his 
friends always hung out at was “Drag-
ging Town,” in his words, “It was just a 
place for teenagers to run miles up on 
their parent’s cars.” He can personally 
attest to this.

“So, I’m in Dragging Town, I picked 
up a buddy of mine. We’re just up and 
down, up and down. I got home and I’m 
asleep in the bed and my door comes 
open and I’ve never seen my dad this an-
gry....He said, ‘How in the world did you 
put 656 miles on that car in one day?’”

Holt can’t help but notice all the 
changes to Rowan County since he was 
a kid. Like when all the big chains left 
Salisbury, he barely recognizes it any-
more. “ I remember eating at the Wool-
worth’s counter...Watching China Grove 
change, the stores changed. I was there 
when the A&P store was still downtown.”

Holt taught history and worked with 
the Rowan Museum once he retired. The 
past has always fascinated him no mat-
ter what kind of history came his way. 
He went to Mount Hope Church where 
his mom taught Sunday school while 
his father was Sunday school superin-
tendent. The original church was built 

in 1865, but was later demolished. Holt 
couldn’t help but go  through the rubble 
to get a souvenir.

“I went down and got some of the 
bricks that had the initials in it, had the 
little trinity markings on it. So I have 
that remembrance of my home church.”

He thinks back to bring into scope 
how far his family have had roots here in 
Rowan County. His sixth great-grandfa-
ther on his mother’s side was a Hessian 
soldier who fought in the Revolutionary 
War, but deserted the military. He found 
his way to Rowan County where other 
Germans lived. His father’s side, also 
from Germany, came here, too.

“They kept me here. Just those eight 
years in Virginia, rest of my life has 
been in Rowan County.”

Jonathan Barbee, 24, has also lived in 
Rowan County his whole life. He is very 
active in the community, where he has 
been a member of Civitans, Leadership 
Rowan and Salisbury Citizens Academy. 
He attended Salisbury High School and 
Catawba College. Barbee has always 
cared about where he grew up and has 

appreciated how much it’s improved.
“When other things started coming 

in, that became a central point for the 
community to actually hang out and 
stuff,” Barbee said. “Locals like a walk-
able city. The idea is of the diversity of 
things which we can go to. We do want 
to see these things filled up.”

Barbee can truly appreciate Bell 
Tower Green as a nice hub for residents 
to take in nice weather or be the de facto 
destination for fun events on weekends. 
All of the growth that has happened 
makes Barbee remember what the coun-
ty was like when he was growing up not 
that long ago.

“I remember when Life Church and 
Juice Life used to be the Winn-Dixie,” 
Barbee said. “We’re maintaining the 
culture, doing responsible growth to 
make sure we’re not letting it go by the 
wayside.”

Barbee is also a part of the Rowan 
Chamber of Commerce Young Profes-
sionals organization. He thrives on be-
ing around like-minded individuals who 
share his need to do better for the com-

munity. The fact that it’s younger people 
taking charge in this way is what makes 
Barbee so excited about it.

“To be able to have something like 
that and have people who want to share 
a bond with you that is self improvement, 
finding connections, how to better help 
an individual... I’m happy that there are 
other people in my demographic group 
that have that mindset,” Barbee said.

Barbee will continue to do his best to 
make Rowan County live up to its full 
potential and be a place for future gen-
erations to call home.

“I love this place. I haven’t learned 
enough to make me feel comfortable that 
I have to go outside the nest when there 
was such a rich history and qualitative 
things that we can do to improve before 
I end up leaving.”

People who choose to stay in Rowan 
County have their reasons for doing so. 
Sometimes it’s due to familiarity or a de-
sire to see where it’ll be going forward. 
It doesn’t matter how old you are, Rowan 
County will always be home to those that 
love it.

The safe that is still located in the city council chambers is one of the clear ways that show city hall used to operate as a bank. (Brad Dountz photo)
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— Looking back —

East Innes Street from an earlier time. (Salisbury Post file photo)

Zesto Snack Shop on North Main Street. (Salisbury Post file photo)

Rowan County celebrated its 250th anniversary in 2003 with 
a parade in downtown Salisbury. (Jon C. Lakey photo)

Train depot in Rockwell. (Salisbury Post file photo)

NC Transportation Museum volunteers Charlie Jarrell, C.E. 
Spears and Jim Mesimore work on a steam engine in June 

1987. (Wayne Hinshaw photo)
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BY ELISABETH 
STRILLACCI

elisabeth.strillacci@salisburypost.com

ike many communities in 
North Carolina, Rowan 
County relied heavily on 
mill work to provide income 

as farming began to ease its way out the 
fabric of many lives.

Until about 1870, Salisbury was the 
largest town in western N.C., when all 
towns began experiencing industrial 

growth.
In 1887, James William Cannon 

founded the Cannon Manufacturing 
Company in Kannapolis. His goal was 
to produce a basic textile product in-
stead of yarn or another intermediate 
material. Towels were produced under 
the name “Cannon Towels.”

Like many large manufacturing 
companies, Cannon created an entire 
community for its employees, including 
hundreds of homes for mill workers, a 
company store, and, amazingly, a world-

class YMCA facility, which had the 
largest membership in the world at the 
time. Cannon donated land and money 
for school construction and education. 
That year, the first school, McIver was 
opened.

Cannon erected stores, businesses 
and churches. In 1917, Cannon arranged 
a life insurance policy for all Cannon 
employees. This had never before been 
done for employees of a company.

In 1924, the company hit its stride, 
and in 1928, Charles Cannon organized 

nine textile companies into one large 
corporation, Cannon Mills. At least 
300,000 towels were being produced 
each day, and it soon became the world’s 
largest producer of textile products.

But the history of the textile mills 
had some hiccups. In 1889, a related cot-
ton mill was opened in Salisbury with 
the specific goal of providing safe work 
“for white women and children, so they 
would not have to work with Black men 
or women,” said Evin Burleson, direc-
tor of the Rowan Museum. Blacks were 

Run of the mill
Industry may have faded, but county identity remains

L

Young mill worker at Kessler Mills, which became Cannon Mills. (Getty Images)
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We Know Wood!
If wood confuses you, call or come by...

We’ll clear it up for you!
Lumber • Hardwood

Plywood • PPG Paints
Stains • Flooring

Sakrete Plumbing
Electrical & More!

We Know Wood!  
If wood confuses you,

call or come by...
We’ll clear it up for you!

Lumber • Hardwood • Plywood
PPG Paints • Stains • Flooring

Sakrete Plumbing • Electrical & More!

3301 Salisbury Highway  
Statesville

704-872-3148
lilshavers.com

704-639-9500
2050 Statesville Blvd. 1007 East Innes St.

704-633-9585

Family Style
Seafood at its Best!

Serving Rowan County Since 1984
Follow us onBlueBay-Seafood.com

Monday through Friday  9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Open to the public.
WHOLESALE 

DISTRIBUTORS
Candies — Fishing Tackle — Knives — Rods & Reels

COLLECTIBLES
Sport & Non-Sport 

Cards

FLEMING CANDY CO.
3680 S. MAIN ST., SALISBURY • 633-4251

SINCE 1935

Contact us Today

704-727-7145

www.BeaverBrothersInc.com

Specializing In: Solar Energy Installations, 
Geo-Thermal Heat Pumps & Radiant Floor Heating Systems

Contact us Today

704-727-7145

www.BeaverBrothersInc.com

Specializing In: Solar Energy Installations, 
Geo-Thermal Heat Pumps & Radiant Floor Heating Systems

Contact us Today

704-727-7145

www.BeaverBrothersInc.com

Specializing In: Solar Energy Installations, 
Geo-Thermal Heat Pumps & Radiant Floor Heating Systems

104 

Specializing In: Solar Energy Installations,
Geo-Thermal Heat Pumps & Radiant Floor Heating Systems

www.BeaverBrothersInc.com

1919-2023

104 

 215 Lash Drive | Salisbury, NC 28147 | 704-637-1182 | www.laurelsofsalisbury.com

1834 Jake Alexander Blvd West, Suite 504, Salisbury
704-636-1848 www.FortnerDentalGroup.com

It is an honor to be your choice 7 years in a row

Family &
Cosmetic Dentistry

New Patients Welcome!

Don Fortner, DMD
Zachary Williams, DMD
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278 Years
Organ Lutheran Church

Pastor Tonya Brittain
Visit our web-site at www.organlutheran.church 

for service times and events.

 

 1515 Organ Church Rd., Salisbury, NC | 704-279-3096 
www.organlutheran.church

Cannon Mills postcard
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Gifted faculty  Accessible campus  Affordable tuition  Diverse community 
On-Campus and Online Classes Available

 
 

 

 

 
Master of Divinity  •  Master of Theological Studies  •  Doctor of Ministry 

Gifted faculty  Accessible campus  Affordable tuition  Diverse community 
On-Campus and Online Classes Available  

 
Visit our website at www.hoodseminary.edu 

Apply online at http://www.hoodseminary.edu/admissions.cfm 
1810 Lutheran Synod Drive, Salisbury, NC 28144 

www.hoodseminary.edu | 704-636-7611 
Admissions 704-636-6455 | admissions@hoodseminary.edu. 

 
Theological Preparation for Effective Leadership in a Diverse Society 

Master of Arts in Chaplaincy • Graduate Certificate Programs • Continuing Education 
 

Hood Theological Seminary is sponsored by the A.M.E. Zion Church,  
approved by the University Senate of The United Methodist Church,  

and fully accredited by the Association of Theological Schools. 

Join the Journey... 
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essentially permitted “just to work in tobacco 
factories, which were not especially clean.” The 
cotton mill was a place for low-income women and 
children to work who needed to help support their 
families. White women from middle class families 
were still expected to stay home and care for fam-
ilies and homes after marriage. It was not until 
after World War II that Blacks were employed at 
the textile mills.

Also tied into the history of textile mills was 
the empty mill in Salisbury that became the only 
military prison in N.C. during the Civil War. Sev-
eral weeks after North Carolina joined the Con-
federacy, Gov. Henry Clark was commissioned to 
construct a prison for incoming Union prisoners 
of war. An empty textile mill in Salisbury was se-
lected. In May of 1862, nearly 1,400 prisoners were 
imprisoned, but by October 1864 the population 
of Northern war inmates had increased to about 
10,000. The overcrowding and poor sanitation of 
the prison led to a death rate of over 25 percent, 
and 4,000 prisoners died during the prison’s op-
eration. Today, the Salisbury National Cemetery 
exists to commemorate the Union soldiers who 
lost their lives at the Confederate prison during 
its operation.

However, the mills were a huge part of the 
development of the entire county, and many res-
idents still have memories of parents working in 
the mills, or spending some summers working 
there themselves.

“I worked (at Cannon Mills) for three summers 
because my parents worked there,” said Terry 
Holt. He spent two of those summers working 
in the sewing room with his mother. His job was 
getting pieces to each seamstress for finishing, 
and “it was a challenge to keep up with some, they 
moved so fast.” In addition, if there were special 
orders, the piecework would pay more, and Holt 
had to watch carefully to be sure he evenly distrib-
uted the higher-paying pieces among the workers. 
“Or I’d hear ‘you gave her more than you gave me,’ 
and they’d be mad for a bit.”

“I remember working one summer there in 
the sewing room,” said Amelia Hedges. “I was 
17, and thought I might not like to go to college, 
even though I had a scholarship. So my father ar-
ranged for me to work there for a summer to see 
what my future might hold if I didn’t get on with 
my education. I ended up with a lot of respect for 
the people that did that work all day. I did not have 
the fortitude to do it. I admire them.”

Over time, labor overseas began to be cheap-
er, and in the 1970s and 1980s, the lower costs 
combined with less stringent labor laws meant 
manufacturing in the U.S. began to decline.

And a lot of people who had depended on those 
factories for providing for their families were 
worried — and looking at the idea of having to 
move to where there were still jobs. Some com-
munities worried that they might not survive the 
loss of industry.

But survive they have, many reinventing 
themselves with revitalized downtowns, housing 
numerous small businesses and restaurants, and 
offering new or reinvented entertainment.

In addition, there have been some minor re-
placements, with some of the largest employers 
being Food Lion, Chewy, the VA Medical Center, 
Daimler, the Novant Health Rowan Medical Cen-
ter and clinics, Rowan-Salisbury Schools, Row-
an-Cabarrus Community College, Rowan County, 
Gildan, Teijin Automotive, and soon, Macy’s Dis-
tribution Center.

“There hasn’t been a resurgence of jobs on the 
same level that factories provided,” said Burleson, 
“but the communities are finding their way for-
ward and thriving.”

Workers at Salisbury Cotton Mill
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BY ELISABETH 
STRILLACCI

elisabeth.strillacci@salisburypost.com

owan County has a feminine 
side.

In fact, the first leader 
historically documented in 

what is now Rowan County was a wom-
an. Known today only as Guatari Mico, 
which was the term used by the Native 
American Wateree tribe for chief, she 
had 39 chiefs under her. She was the rul-
er discovered by the Spanish expedition 
of Juan Pardo in 1567, who changed the 
name from Guatari to Salamanca. Sad-
ly, the actual name of the chief is not 
known.

Rowan County initially was a much 
larger territory, with an undefined west-

ern border. Rowan was the birth place 
of multiple N.C. counties, as numerous 
others were carved out of what was 
originally Rowan. In 1770, Guilford 
County was created from an eastern 
slice of Rowan and a western piece of 
Orange County. About a year later, the 
northeastern portion of the remaining 
Rowan became Surry County. In 1777, 
the most western portion of Rowan 
became Burke County. Following the 
Revolutionary War, the western part of 
what was left of Rowan became Iredell 
County. Then 1822, Davidson County 
was carved from an eastern section, 
and finally, in 1836, the portion of Rowan 
north of the South Yadkin River became 
Davie County, leaving the Rowan Coun-
ty on maps today.

The history books mention a number 

of men and relate numerous stories of 
male adventures and accomplishments, 
but as Rowan Museum Director Evin 
Burleson confirms, there “is no compila-
tion of women in history, so to find their 
stories, we had to really work.”

But there have been some standouts.
Sarah Reeves Johnston might have 

been the original liberal, by today’s stan-
dards. Born in 1822 in Rowan, Johnston 
was a successful school teacher in her 
home county. But during the Civil War, 
she began taking care of all soldiers who 
needed it, regardless of whether they 
were Union or Confederate. Unfortu-
nately, that branded her as a Union sym-
pathizer, and all of her students were 
withdrawn from her classes. According 
to the history that still exists, she went 
so far as to bury soldier Hugh Berry of 

Oshkosh, Wisconsin, in her back yard to 
keep him out of an unmarked grave. His 
body was later moved to the National 
Cemetery here in Salisbury.

In 1846, Frances Fisher Tiernan was 
born, and under the pen name Christian 
Reid, became a prolific author of 50 
novels. Fisher took her pen name from 
Christian, a family name on her moth-
er’s side, and Reid on her father’s. Her 
parents were Colonel Charles Frederick 
Fisher and Elizabeth Clarissa Caldwell. 
In 1870, she published her first novel, 
“Valerie Aylmer,” and in 1876, published 
one of her most popular works, “The 
Land of the Sky.”

In 1881, Lula Marie Spaulding was 
born, and when she moved to Salisbury 
to care for her ailing parents after grad-
uating and becoming a teacher, she met 

Driving force
Women have played key roles in Rowan’s history

R

Sarah Reeves Johnston buried a soldier in her garden to save him from an unmarked grave. Lula Marie Spaulding Kelsey was the first female mortician in NC and founder of the Salisbury 
Colored Women’s Civic League.



P R O G R E S S  E D I T I O N     6 9

Start your subscription today by calling 704-797-4213
or visit www.SalisburyTh eMagazine.com

9 Issues of SALISBURY the magazine for only $18  Gi�  Subscriptions Also Available!

DISCOVER EVERYTHIN

G YOU
 L

O
V

E 
A

BO
U

T 
RO

WAN & THE PIEDMONT      IN
 SA

LISBURY the magazine



7 0    S P I R I T  O F  R O W A N  2 0 2 3

William F. Kelsey and they married in 
1907. Kelsey was a barber by trade but 
as a side business, had partial owner-
ship in a funeral home. Lula took that 
on and became one of the first female 
licensed morticians in the state. She 
eventually owned three funeral homes 
in N.C., and in her spare time, became 
founder and president of the Salisbury 
Colored Women’s Civic League in 1913, 
leading the organization for at least two 
decades.

Lula served as president of the State 
Federation of Negro Women’s Clubs 
from 1942-46. In 1944,  the N.C. Gov. 
Robert Gregg Cherry appointed a com-
mission of five to organize a “training 
school for Negro delinquent girls,” in-
cluding just one woman — Lula.

In 1899, Alice Slater Cannon Guille, 
of the Cannon Mills family, was born, 
and she was one of the founders of the 
Rowan Museum, for which we rely on 
much of this information.

In 1919, Elizabeth Duncan Koontz 
was born in Salisbury, and in her life-
time had tremendous impact on educa-
tion. It started early for her, the daugh-
ter of Samuel Duncan, the high school 
principal at Dunbar High School in East 
Spencer. He also taught at Livingstone 
College, serving as well as its sixth pres-
ident. Her mother, Lena Duncan, was 
a teacher at Dunbar. So education was 
essential in the Duncan household.

Koontz’s second job as a teacher was 
at Price High School in Salisbury, and 

in her long career she was a lifelong 
member of the National Education As-
sociation, serving as president of its 
largest department, the Association of 
Classroom Teachers during the 1965-66 
school year, and in 1968, she became 
the first Black president of the NEA. 
In 1969, she was appointed by Richard 
Nixon as the first African-American di-
rector of the United States Department 
of Labor Women’s Bureau.

She was a U.S. delegate to the Unit-
ed Nations Commission on the Status 
of Woman in 1975, and counselor to the 
Secretary of Labor on women’s pro-
grams. Koontz was the assistant state 
school superintendent in North Carolina 
in 1975 until she retired in 1982.

The year 1923 brought a political 
powerhouse to Rowan County with the 
birth of Jamima Demarcus. She broke 
through the invisible but very solid wall 
for women in politics, when in 1975 she 
became the first woman elected to the 
China Grove Board of Aldermen, and 
then in 1982, the first female elected to 
the Rowan County Board of Commis-
sioners.

In an interview in 1982 when she was 
preparing to run for the commissioner’s 
seat, she said, “We are more than half 
the population, and women have learned 
that what happens in government from 
the local to national scene affects them 
and their families. People are looking 
for qualified candidates now, whether 
they’re male or female.”

In 1936, Sen. Elizabeth Hanford Dole, 
wife of the late Sen. Robert Dole, was 
born in Salisbury. Although she did not 
make her adult home in Rowan Coun-
ty, she remained a proud native of her 
hometown and state throughout her 
life. During her lifetime she served as 
U.S. Secretary of Transportation from 
1983-1987, Secretary of Labor from 
1989-1990, and president of the Ameri-
can Red Cross from 1991-2000, and she 
ran for U.S. president in 2000.

In 1944, one of the best loved sto-
rytellers of our time was born. Jackie 
Torrence was born in Chicago, spent her 
first six years with her maternal grand-
parents in Second Creek, N.C., before 
being sent to live and start school in 
Salisbury with a spinster aunt.

Torrence told her first story at a li-
brary in High Point in 1972, and during 
a career that was sadly cut short when 

she died at the age of 60 in 2004, she 
became the matriarch of storytelling, 
and her appearances included at the Na-
tional Storytelling Festival in Jonesbor-
ough, Tenn., on CBS’ “Sunday Morning” 
with Charles Kuralt, on NBC’s “Late 
Night with David Letterman” and on her 
nationally televised Halloween special, 
“The Teller and the Tale.”

There are numerous other women 
who have had an impact on the history 
of Rowan County, up to and including 
today’s leaders. East Spencer’s Mayor 
Barbara Mallett will, at the end of her 
current term, be the longest serving 
mayor of her community. The hope is 
that in 50 years, when the history books 
look back on our time, the women will 
have their spot.

464 Jake Alexander Blvd W.
Salisbury, NC 28147
704-633-0023

www.hearingsolutionsofnc.com

U.S. Sen. Elizabeth Dole holds a rally at her state headquarters on Innes Street in Salisbury in 2008. (Jon C. Lakey photo)
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section!WEDDINGS

Getting married?

For more information, call 704-797-4220

Melissa Darby Withorn and Bennett William Wineka were united in marriage 

on June 3, 2016, overlooking the El Yunque Rainforest, Rio Grande, Puerto Rico. 

Officiant Cynthia Moss  presided over the 5:30 p.m. ceremony.

The bride’s parents hosted a fantastic reception that included authentic cigar 

rolling and a special Pleneros band with dancers.

The bride is the daughter of Gloria and Thomas J. Withorn Jr. of Marietta, Ga. 

She is the granddaughter of Jean “Dinky” Withorn and the late Thomas J. Withorn 

and Hazel and Ernest Hale.

Melissa is a graduate of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and 

Portfolio Center of Atlanta, Ga. She is an associate creative director at Public 

School, Atlanta, Ga.

The bride was given in marriage by her father and attended by four of her dear-

est friends, Laura Ritchie of Durham; Claire Conarro of Atlanta, Ga.; Lauren 

Hughes of Atlanta, Ga.; and Sarah Whitworth of Washington, D.C.

The groom is the son of Lindsay and Mark Wineka of Salisbury. He is the grand-

son of David Robert Alford III of Oak Ridge, Tenn., and the late Dorothy G. Al-

ford and the late Nancy and Charles W. Wineka of Dover, Pa. Benn is a gradu-

ate of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. He is a local broadcast 

manager at INFORM. He was attended by four best friends, including Samuel 

Have Wineka of Falls Church, Va.; Kyle Conarro of Atlanta, Ga.; Benjamin Cox of 

Raleigh; and Seth Leonard of Raleigh. 

They will celebrate again in the fall of 2016 with a trip to California.

&Withorn       Wineka
RIO GRANDE   •  PUERTO RICO  •  CAROLINE PETTERS PHOTOGRAPHY

Best. Wedding. Ever.

TIPS:  We can use images from CD, DVD, USB drive or by email: celebrations@salisburypost.com. Files should be a minimum of 300 dpi. Do not scan; please get 
digital files from your photographer. Write-ups that are too long will be edited at our discretion, so it’s best to stay within the word count. Double-check all 
name spellings. Remember, our format requires the exact number and orientation of photos as shown above.

SALISBURY the magazine is all about life in and around Rowan County and the Piedmont. 
Readers get the true flavor  of the area through features about people, places, food, homes, 
history, recreation and more — something for every season.  The magazine is filled with 
beautiful pictures by award-winning photographers. SALISBURY the magazine is distributed 
in racks throughout Rowan County or by subscription.  
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