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Salisbury High School senior Jalon Walker
is the most heavily recruited athlete in
Rowan County history. He’s rated as the
second-best prospect in North Carolina

in the Class of 2022 and as the number 4
outside linebacker in the entire country.
Jalon will proudly represent Rowan County
at the University of Georgia.

BANK
A Tradition for Life ?‘

11 YEARS OF BEING YOUR
FAVORITE BANK?

Now That’s a Touchdown!

Thank you for voting us the “Best Financial Institution in
Rowan County” for an amazing 11 years in a row.
Living up to your confidence every day is part of our game plan!

ations in Salisbury,
kwell, Faith & China Grove
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LETTER FROM THE PUBLISHER

E.conomic springtime

s this is being written, grass
remains brown and decidu-
ous trees are still bare. It’s
changing quickly though. Al-
ready daffodils are in bloom. Magnolia

and redbuds are covered
in pink blooms. While we
will likely still get a cold
snap, winter is fading | |
away, and garden centers
are gearing up.

C A

Pretty soon the plant- John
ing, trimming and tending arr
of gardens will be going
full bore. If you are lucky
enough to have a neighbor or friend with
a garden, you may be gifted the best pro-
duce that is more than the owner can eat.
Rowan’s economic outlook is similar
in our view. Already, we see new busi-
ness blooming. Itis time to look forward

because there seems to be a lot more
coming our way.

Rod Crider, president and CEO of the
Rowan Economic Development Council,
noted a slew of activity in a recent pre-
sentation. The still-secretive projects in
the works were eye-opening. Five proj-
ects, with codenames Rabbit, Tailwind,
Excelsior, Whale and Bishop, could re-
sult in over 4,000 jobs and $2.6 billion
in new investment. Yes, billion. The
projects range from the 40-job, $10.5
million Excelsior project to 2,500-job,
$584 million project Rabbit. They are
not yet locked in and that crop may still
need some careful tending, but the po-
tential is fantastic.

This is on top of a successful 2021
which saw 284 jobs and over $33 million
in investment — all of which had to be
planned and put into motion in some of

the darkest days of the pandemic. That
is an impressive show of faith and con-
fidence in Rowan County, and we thank
those organizations for choosing to come
to Rowan.

Yes, we seem to have a bit to crow
about, but this isn’t the whole story of
Rowan County. In this year’s Spirit of
Rowan, we present stories for each letter
of the alphabet. Many stories are about
iconic Rowan topics, but some you may
not have thought about in a while.

Many of us have not given a lot of
thought to Millbridge Speedway or how
China Grove got its name. We all know
Gold Hill really does have gold, but do
we know how big a deal it was before
the quest for gold shifted to the West?

Another economic boom many have
forgotten was the quarry era. Our fa-
mous pink granite stands out in a num-

ber of downtown locations we pass
regularly. You will also read about the
history of Food Lion’s founding. This
may well be the most storied business
undertaking in Rowan’s long history.

Companies choosing Rowan as a
place to invest and set up shop have
lots of options. Good, competitive op-
tions. Yet, many still chose to be here.
It is probably safe to assume the efforts
of the economic development officials
have a lot to do with it. We like to think
Rowan has a special sauce as well. In
these stories, we hope to have touched
on a few of things that make Rowan
unique.

Most of all, we hope you enjoy spend-
ing some time with Spirit of Rowan,
and maybe even are reminded of some
things you have forgotten, or even learn
a few new things.

ROWAN AT A GLANCE

Population

(2020 U.S. Census)

* Rowan County: 146,875
* Salisbury: 35,540

* Kannapolis: 53,114

Gender, race
and ethnicity

(U.S. Census estimates)

* Men in Rowan County: 72,556

* Women in Rowan County:

* China Grove: 4,434 74,319

* Spencer: 3,308 * White alone, not Hispanic

* Landis: 3,690 or Latino: 79.4%

* Granite Quarry: 2,984 * Hispanic or Latino: 9.4%

* Rockwell: 2,302 * Black or African-American

* East Spencer: 1,567 alone:.l6.9% .

* Cleveland: 846 ’ Iﬁltl;::c(;g;)ndlan and Alaska
* Faith: 819

» Native Hawaiian and other

e Asian alone: 1.2%

People
* Births in Rowan County: 1,548 (2019)
* Deaths in Rowan County: 1,634 (2019)

Land and water

* Total acres of land: 327,141

* Land area in square miles: 511.37

* Population per square mile: 287.2

* Total acres of farmland: 121,145 acres

* Water surface of High Rock Lake: 15,180

acres (Rowan and Davidson)

* Shoreline total: 365 miles (Rowan

Pacific Islander: 0.1%

¢ Two or more races: 1.8%

4 SPIRIT OF ROWAN 2022

and Davidson)

Business and
economy

De New commercial building
permits in 2021: 36

. ¢ New residential building
: permits in 2020: 651

® Median household income:

$49,842

® Per capita income in past 12

. months: $25,630
* Persons in poverty: 14.4%

. ¢ Total employer establishments
in 2019: 2,682

. ¢ Total annual payroll of all
. employer establishments: $2.19
. billion
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On the cover: Blocks represent the ABCs of Rowan County, as seen at Bell Tower Green at night. Photo by Andy Mooney, Salisbury Post.
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A message from the Rowan County
Board of Commissioners

i
i

Back Row: Mike Caskey, Jr., Judy Klusman, Craig Pierce Front Row: Greg Edds, Jim Greene

The Rowan County Board of Commissionersiscommitted toservingand representing
Rowan County through responsive and effective leadership. We are honored to
serve our residents and guests and are working hard to provide a wonderful quality

of life for all who live, work and play in our community.

We believe in working together to promote a cooperative, unified spirit as we R‘wm
address the key issues that impact our families, our businesses and our quality of

life. Providing competitive opportunities for industry is accomplished through the ‘

ready availability of land, buildings, infrastructure and a modern, highly-trained

workforce.
NORTH CAROLINA

Whether you are looking for a place to raise a family, locate a business or enjoy your
hard-earned retirement, opportunity abounds here. By working together we can

show others how great itis to call Rowan County home. Be an Orlgl’na'l'

WWW.ROWANCOUNTYNC.GOV
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SAME DAY OR NEXT DAY DELIVERY

NOBODY GETS IT TO YOU FASTER THAN THE TEAM
AT QUEEN CITY AUDIO VIDEO & APPLIANCES
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e ey 1 _ KitchenAid'
$20 MILLION IN LOCAL INVENTORY
- 2166 Statesville Blvd.
X ';C 4 Salisbury, NC 28144 WE ALSO ﬁ[,?
! “EEHS ;m Monday-Saturday 9am - 7pm a —
AUDIO-VIDEO-APPLIANCES 704-637-3966 | QueenCityOnline.com
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BY NATALIE ANDERSON

natalie.anderson@salisburypost.com

hough it only scratches the

surface, the African-Amer-

ican Heritage Trial has

highlighted historic places,
leaders and experiences in the lives of
Black Rowan Countians for more than
20 years.

The project was established in 2000
with the support of Livingstone College
and the Rowan County Convention and
Visitors Bureau. It has since been ex-
panded to denote 20 sites in downtown
Salisbury, 24 across Livingstone Col-
lege’s campus and 11 scattered through-
out Rowan County.

Downtown sites highlight notable
people such as Joseph Ballard, a black-
smith and politician born into slavery
and freed with Emancipation, along
with Harry Cowan, a Baptist minister
who established 49 churches across
the state. One marker recognizes the
achievements of Wiley Immanuel Lash,
the city’s first Black mayor, a political
activist and humanitarian. William Val-
entine is honored for owning a barber
shop that marks Salisbury’s oldest ex-
tant commercial structure, the Innes
Street side of the building at 101 North
Main St.

A marker on the 120 block of West
Innes honors integration at historic
movie theaters following protests from
Livingstone students in 1962.

One site commemorates the office
of World War I veteran and dentist Lee
Clarence Jones at 118 North Lee St.,
which was once known as Roseman’s
Grocery. Historic Black churches are
also recognized, including Mount Zion
Baptist, established in 1867; Soldiers Me-
morial AME Zion Church, established in
186S5; Crown in Glory Lutheran Church,
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African-American
Heritage Trail
highlights Black

history, culture

e —— 11 - g, TN

Soldiers Memorial AME Zion’s church pews in 2006. (Salisbury Post file photo)

established in 1971; and Dixonville Bap-
tist Church, destroyed during urban re-
newal in the 20th century. Salisbury’s
first Black public school, Lincoln School,
along with the adjacent Dixonville Cem-
etery, are also recognized along the trail.

Other Salisbury locations along the
trail include Oak Grove-Freedman’s
Cemetery, the Rowan Museum, the
“Crossroads: Past and Present” mural
along the 100 block of West Fisher Street
and the Historic National Cemetery on
Government Street.

The Mowery block, spanning from
113 to 119 East Fisher St., is honored on
the trail for a history of Black business-
es operating in the area since erected
in 1902. Those businesses include the
Noble and Kelsey Funeral Home, Mow-
ery Tailor Shop, Union Drug Store and
doctors’ offices. Additionally, the Negro
Center at 223 East Fisher Street honors
the Negro branch of the Rowan Public
Library and currently houses the Noble
and Kelsey Funeral Home.

Markers across Livingstone’s cam-

pus honor the school and Union Hill
district, which were both part of the
Frohock plantation established in 1761.
The trail notes that when Union Gen.
Stoneman invaded Salisbury in 1865,
soldiers camped nearby in what’s now
known as Union Hill.

Markers on Livingstone’s campus
also highlight Lash and his family’s
homes, along with the Duncan Family
Home built in 1917 for Samuel E. Dun-
can Sr., who led the school’s math depart-
ment. Additionally, the trail recognizes
the homes of other notable Livingstone
faculty, including William O. Ferron,
James E. K. and Rose Douglass Aggrey,
Pinkey A. Stevenson, John C. Dancy and
Joseph Charles and Jennie Smallwood
Price.

The trail also recognizes the Mon-
roe Street School, the J. C. Price High
School, Moore’s Chapel A.M.E. Zion
Church, Oakdale/Union Hill Cemetery
and Miller Recreation Center.

Across the county, the trail marks the
North Carolina Transportation Museum

in Spencer. A number of schools are in-
cluded, such as the R. A. Clement School
in Cleveland, the Dunbar High School in
East Spencer, the Shuford Memorial El-
ementary School in Granite Quarry, the
gymnasium at the old Aggrey Memorial
High School and the Elizabeth Duncan
Koontz Elementary School in Salisbury.

The Gilliam Family Farm and Hood
Theological Seminary in Salisbury are
in Salisbury. In Landis, notable sites
include Sandy Ridge AME Zion Church
and museum, and both the White Rock
Community of Granite Quarry and the
Village of Gold Hill are marked.

Two decades later, and the trail is still
being viewed today.

Gretchen Witt, supervisor of the
Edith M. Clark History Room at the
Rowan Public Library, said patrons
continue to print copies of the brochure
that includes a map and description of
all the sites. The brochure can be picked
up free at the Rowan County Convention
and Visitors Bureau at 204 E. Innes St.
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Traeger, Green Egg and Weber Grills 8525 Hwy 52, Rockwell
Mon.-Fri. 8-6; Sat. 8-5, Sun. 1-5 704-209-1367
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a smile! FAMILY MEXICAN RESTAURANT
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www.LosJacubesMexicanRestaurant.com

F
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Barn Quilt

L)ffﬁd(fu. ailens

Elsie Bennett ar West Rowan Farm Home and
Garden on Sherrill’s Ford Road. (Salisbury
Post file photo)

BY BEN STANSELL

ben.stansell@salisburypost.com

Isie Bennett knew the feed
business wasn’t going to sus-
tain her 100-plus-year-old gen-
eral store.

Looking for a way to rejuvenate the
Bear Poplar shop, Bennett found an an-
swer in art.

When Bennett’s “mentor” Adele
Goodman mentioned her desire to bring
barn quilts to Rowan County, Bennett
saw an opportunity.

“After alot of prayer and thinking on
it and thinking on it and meeting Adele,
I said, ‘Why don’t we start teaching a
barn quilting class?’” Bennett said. “We
taught one class and the community
loved it.”

Quilt patterns have likely been paint-
ed on barns in America dating back to
colonial times, but the modern barn
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Barn quilts bring
meaning, color
to western

Rowan County

“Mildred’s Star” on the smoke house at the Henry C. Corriber home place on Corriber Springs Road. (Salisbury Post file photo)

quilt movement started with Donna Sue
Groves in 2001. Groves painted a quilt
block on her family’s Ohio tobacco barn
to honor her mother. The idea caught fire
and started a country-wide trend that is
still growing today.

Bennett and Goodman taught their
first barn quilt class in 2017 at West Row-
an Home and Garden.

“From there, it just kept going,” Ben-
nett said.

Bennett has helped make Rowan
County a barn quilt destination by add-
ing colorful motifs to buildings through-
out the rural countryside.

Her first big barn quilt was a color-
ful 12-foot-by-12-foot design at Patterson
Farm. Others soon followed and in 2019,
West Rowan Home and Garden set the
record for the largest barn quilt mural
in the country with a S04-square-foot

design on its outer wall.

Rowan County temporarily lost the
record to oversized barn quilt murals
elsewhere, but regained the honor when
Bennett and the town of Cleveland un-
veiled a 1,000-square-foot mural com-
posed of 160 pieces on the side of the
Cleveland Fire Department in October.

“It kept the title here in Rowan County
for now,” Bennett said.

While the Cleveland Fire Department
has the largest barn quilt mural in the
county and country, the single largest
barn quilt square in Rowan is on the side
of Carolina Malt House.

Coinciding with the unveiling of the
Cleveland Fire Department mural was
the launch of Cleveland’s barn quilt trail.
The 2.6-mile walking trail showcases 60
quilts. Barn quilt designs range from an-
imals to patterns, but almost all of them

carry significance.

“Barn quilts are more than painted
wood,” Bennett said. “You canreally use
art to tell a story, engage people and start
conversations.”

Bennett doesn’t plan on developing
another record-breaking barn quilt mu-
ral anytime soon, but she does want to
keep growing the barn quilt trail. She
is currently working with a company
to develop a map handout that will help
people navigate the trail.

“Iwould love to help promote tourism
through art in Rowan County,” Bennett
said. “It’s a passion of mine because I feel
God is using me to make a difference,
brighten the world and tell the stories
within my community.”

Bennett sells barn quilt calendars and
take-home barn quilt kits at her store, in
addition to assorted inventory.



NEIGHBORS

We find the home that makes everyone in your life happy.

Call us today.

Ashlee M. Flippin
BROKER /04-26/-3371

c2lashlee@gmail.com

Cathy Griffin
BROKER /04-213-2464

www.cathygriffinhomes.com

Cathy is "1 in the state & "9 in the nation
among Century 21 agents. Born and
raised in Rowan County.

21 Centu ry 21 474 Jake Alexander Blvd., West

Towne & Country

Salisbury, NC - 704-637-7721
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How China Grove
carned its distinet

Nnaimnic

BY BEN STANSELL

ben.stansell@salisburypost.com

he very name of the town
seems to beg the question.

Why is it called China
Grove?

Chartered in 1889, the southern Row-
an County town is named for the grove
of Chinaberry trees that once stood near
the old train depot. Although the exact
reason why the non-native trees were
planted is unknown, the shade their
branches provided was likely appreci-
ated by travelers on hot summer days.

The Chinaberry tree is native to Pa-
kistan, India, southeast Asia and Aus-
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tralia. The tree can grow up to SO feet
tall with alarge spreading canopy and is
said to exude a pleasant fragrance. The
light yellow berries produced by the tree
are toxic to humans and other animals,
but are eaten by some birds.

The Chinaberry was likely intro-
duced to the United States in the 1700s or
1800s as an ornamental tree. The trees
are still cultivated in some nurseries
today, but are now classified as an inva-
sive species in the southeastern United
States because they spread quickly, can
crowd out native plant species and have
few ecological competitors.

An exact number of Chinaberry trees
planted near the train station was not
recorded, only that it was a “grove,”

The China Grove Roller Mill. (Salz’sbu Po:t file phoro)

defined as a small group of trees. The
grove eventually died, its few remaining
trees lasting until the early 1900s. The
train depot was dismantled in 1974.
People not native to the China Grove
area might recognize the town’s unique
name thanks to The Doobie Brothers.
The band’s 1973 hit “China Grove”
climbed to No. 1S on the Billboard Hot
100 and has remained popular since.
Lyrics to the catchy, easily recogniz-
able tune were actually written about a
fictional town in Texas, but that doesn’t
stop China Grove residents from singing
along when the song is inevitably played
at town gatherings. Doobie Brothers
band member Tom Johnson didn’t know
it when he wrote the song, but there is an

actual China Grove, Texas, that happens
to be near San Antonio.

Rowan County’s China Grove has pro-
moted its distinctive name in its brand-
ing. The “I” in the municipal logo is the
trunk of a colorful Chinaberry tree and
the town’s official motto is “come grow
with us.”

“It is definitely a unique name and I
love the name of China Grove because of
it being unique and I think China Grove
is a unique town,” Mayor Charles Sea-
ford said.

Although the old train depot and the
original grove of Chinaberry trees are
no more, there are said to be a few Chi-
naberry trees still standing in China
Grove.



BY JOSH BERGERON

Josh.bergeron@salisburypost.com

an Nicholas could sell ice to
an eskimo, but he had a tough
time giving away a park to

county government.
Nicholas was a Salisbury-born busi-
nessman and entrepreneur in the days
before websites and smartphones. He
found success in ventures ranging from
ice cream to fuel. In the 1950s, Nicho-

ABCIURWARD!
WANTSYOUTO

Dan Nicholas’
senerosity sparked
vision for county’s
top park

las worked with another
Salisbury man to import
horses from France to
create a racing stable
here. But the idea for his
longest-lasting legacy
found its spark at a Roa-
noke, Virginia, park.
While in Roanoke in the mid-1960s,
Nicholas watched kids playing on the
slides and swings as well as how an
animal zoo generated big smiles on the
faces of children there. He came home,

Nicholas

found 100 acres on Bringle Ferry Road
and tried talking to the Jaycees, city of
Salisbury and county government about
it.

The Jaycees couldn’t afford to take
on the project. The city of Salisbury
didn’t want to talk about a park outside
of the city limits. Nicholas first offered
100 acres, but state planners said that
wasn’t large enough for proper devel-
opment. So, he purchased an option on
200 more. The county finally accepted
the deal in the late 1960s after Nicholas

invited commissioners to a steak dinner
to make the presentation.

“Dan Nicholas is probably the only
man in town who ever had to pay some-
body to take something for nothing,”
wrote then-Salisbury Post reporter Ned
Cline.

The park opened Aug. 2, 1968, more
than a year after the county accepted
the land and about two years before
Nicholas’ death.

See DAN, 14

KNOW THE LAW!

Under 21 it is ILLEGAL to

* purchase alcoholic beverages

®* POSSESS alcoholic beverages
°* COoONsuUume aicoholic beverages

* use fake ID to attempt to buy
alcoholic beverages

o drive after drinking
ANY AMOUNT

of alcoholic beverages

SUPPORTING OUR
COMMUNITIES
BECAUSE

g@/;ﬂ%er% Care.

Rowan-Kannapolis

ABC Board

Safer Communities. Stronger Knowledge.

Learn More at talkitoutnc.org
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a girl’s best friend since 2006

FINE GIFTS - JEWELRY - APPAREL
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WWW.SHOPCANICHE.COM
704.638.5522
200 S. Main Street

Downtown Salisbury

Follow us on #shopcaniche
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People spend time walking on trails and fishing ar Dan Nz'cho Par,

(Salisbury Post file photo)

DAN

Continued from 13

Rowan County Tourism Director
James Meacham says the park today is
a key part of the local economy.

“Seeing close to 700,000 visitors per
year, the park offers a large number of
unique attractions and events for fami-
lies,” Meacham said. “It is rare to find
a park in the state as versatile as Dan
Nicholas, and we are honored to promote
it to both visitors and residents alike.”

Phyllis Cornelison, who worked for
the county from 1985 to 2016, usually
handled the park’s budget and remem-
bers its early days. Many of the ameni-
ties were in place when she started, in-
cluding a mini golf course, paddle boats,
some picnic shelters, outdoor theater
and part of the nature center.

“But it was nothing like it is today,”
Cornelison said.

Just as the park is a key tourism draw
today, Cornelison said it was popular in
its earlier years, too.

“We didn’t have anything remotely

like that around here,” she said. “We had
people come from everywhere, all dif-
ferent counties, to make reservations,
for shelters, for family reunions and
things like that.”

Bob Pendergrass, who works today as
the county’s animal services supervisor,
was an early employee of the park —
working weekends at the campground
in high school in the late 1970s. It was
his first job. And while it was one that
prevented him from hanging out with
other people on the weekends, it wasn’t
too bad.

During the school year, he went into
work on Friday and worked and slept at
the campground until Sunday. During
the summer, he went in on Thursday
and left on Sunday. He kept the camp-
grounds clean, took money, confirmed
reservations and responded to camper
requests.

Today, Pendergrass says the county
is lucky to have Dan Nicholas Park and
that it has exceeded initial expectations.

“Everybody always knew it was a di-
amond in the rough,” Pendergrass said.

As the summer heat begins to climb, The Water Plaza at Dan Nicholas Park becomes a popular
spot for park visitors to come and cool off, if just for a few minutes. (Salisbury Post file photo)



BY CARL BLANKENSHIP

carl.blankenship@salisburypost.com

agle Point Nature Preserve has been fulfilling its

mission for more than 20 years.
The park, about 180 acres, is a passive preserve
that keeps the natural environment at the fore. Its
only amenities are trails, picnic tables, canoe access and a

portable toilet.

Rowan County says the preserve is home to a number of
wild animals, including barred owls, varieties of egrets, king-

See EAGLE, 16
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ROCKWELL, NC 28138

704-279-7241 PowlesFuneralHome.com
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EAGLE

Continued from 15

fishers, great blue herons, white-tailed
deer, wild turkeys, raccoons and the tit-
ular bald eagles that fish in Goldeneye
Cove.

The park opened in 2001. The county
acquired the first 100 acres in 1998 via
purchase from Neal Sansovich and was
placed under a conservation easement
with what would become Three Rivers
Land Trust.

Rowan County Animal Services Di-
rector Bob Pendergrass said the addi-
tional 80 acres was originally under a
long-term lease with Alcoa, but last year
that property was given to the county.

Pendergrass was involved in the cre-
ation of the park. He was the county na-
ture center supervisor at the time. He
said the land that hosts the preserve is
rocky. So, the idea to make it part of the
county park system was raised.

“It came about as a result of an oppor-
tunity,” Pendergrass said, adding places
like the preserve make a difference for
wildlife.

Pendergrass said Jim Foltz, county
parks and recreation director at the
time, was good at rallying people to

support projects. The department cre-
ated a presentation for people who would
support the project. Pendergrass noted
Fred and Bill Stanback were supporters.
“The funds were raised fairly quickly
to acquire the land,” Pendergrass said.
A professor at Catawba College per-
formed an ecological survey on the
property and the county decided to limit
the development to just provide access
to the park and some walking trails to
highlight the natural aspects of the area.
There are some plant identification
signs on the “plant loop” trail. Pender-
grass said one year an Eagle Scout proj-
ect created a guidebook for plants and
nature walks at the property. He said
over the years those have continued.
The preserve was named Eagle Point
because of the bald eagle sightings, but
Pendergrass said it was not created spe-
cifically because of the presence of the
eagles. The eagles are a success story
of species recovery efforts. The spe-
cies was reclassified from endangered
to threatened in 1995 and removed from
the list entirely in 2007.
“It’s a neat place to go,” Pendergrass
said, adding it is one of his favorite proj-
ects he has been involved in.

us for Support

No one likes to think about what they would do if they
were facing advanced illness. But knowing where to
turn for guidance and expert care can bring peace of
mind. Our team is here to provide support - a shoulder
to lean on - and personalized care that brings comfort
to patients and their families.

Trusted for over 40 years.
Ask for us by name.

T R E I_ L | Please visit TrellisSupport.org

) Su pportive Care or call our Salisbury office

at 704-637-7645.

Palliative « Hospice *« Family Support
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BY NATALIE ANDERSON

natalie.anderson@salisburypost.com

Philanthropist Ronnie

Smith says there’s no way

his father, Wilson, and fellow

Food Lion founders Ralph and

Brown Ketner could have known their

“little bitty store” in Salisbury would
reach the impact it has today.

“They never ever dreamed it would
become ‘one of the largest and most
successful and fastest-growing grocery
store chains in the nation,”” Smith said.
“They were thinking, ‘Maybe we’ll have
one store. Maybe we’ll have two.””

The three founders had a history of
working in the grocery business. The
trio worked in Glenn Ketner’s grocery
stores until they were merged with
more than a dozen Piggly Wiggly stores
across eastern North Carolina and then
sold to Winn-Dixie in 1956. The trio used
the synergy among them to put up half
of the $125,000 needed to start their
own grocery chain comparable with
the Winn-Dixie chain.

The other half was raised and put
up by community members, which in-
cluded teachers, bankers, doctors, mail
carriers and mill workers. Then, on a
bitterly cold day in December 1957, they
opened the first 15,000-square-foot Food
Town store in the west end of Salisbury.
A second location was opened a year lat-
er to survive the price war among other
Salisbury grocery stores.

A decade later, Food Town opened
more than a dozen stores and closed or
sold nearly 10. But Ketner, who was the
company’s president at the time, decid-
ed to take a gamble on a new concept
that has defined the chain and its culture
ever since: offering the lowest food pric-
es in North Carolina.

“I’d rather make five fast pennies

Food Lion started
as ‘little bitty’
srocery store in

Salisbury

Wilson Smith and Ralph Ketner in fron of the first Food Town store in the Ketner Center in 1971. (Salisbury Post file photo)

than one slow nickel,” Ketner said years
after making the successful gamble.

In 1983, the store name was changed
to Food Lion in order to expand to states
where Food Town already existed. By
the early 1990s, the chain grew to 800
stores, exceeding the growth rates of
other retail giants such as Walmart and
Winn Dixie and placing it among the na-
tion’s top 10 grocery chains. Today, the
chain operates more than 1,000 stores
across 10 states in the Southeast and
Mid-Atlantic regions.

In 1974, Belgium-based Delhaize
Group acquired Food Lion. In 2016,
Delhaize Group and Netherlands-based
Ahold merged into Ahold Delhaize, the

conglomerate that owns and operates
Food Lion today.

But Food Lion’s reach stretches be-
yond the grocery industry. When one
thinks of Food Lion, they can also think
about Catawba College and the Rowan
Regional Medical Center, Smith says.
The Smith Family Foundation, founded
by Wilson Smith, contributed millions of
dollars to a capital campaign that ended
in 2008 to improve the hospital. Addi-
tionally, philanthropic families such as
the Hurleys have used Food Lion stock
to fund campaigns for Catawba College,
a private university.

Food Lion’s charitable efforts over
recent years have been focused on pro-
grams and initiatives tackling food inse-

curity. Food Lion annually contributes
to local charities, such as the Rowan
County United Way and Rowan Helping
Ministries, and to larger programs like
the American Red Cross and the Chil-
dren’s Miracle Network. Since 2000, it
has partnered with Feeding America to
reduce food waste and donate hundreds
of millions of meals to local communi-
ties. The Food Lion Feeds Charitable
Foundation, a nonprofit founded in 2001,
has supported more than $10 million
in hunger-relief initiatives, primarily
targeting at-risk children and feeding
agencies.

“And all of that started right here in
Salisbury, North Carolina,” Smith said.
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Gold Hill boasts
a rich mining
heritage

Hikers check out the

Y 18405 Gold Hill

|\ Powder House, which is
a stop on the Gold Hill
Rail Trail. The Historic
Gold Hill and Mines
Foundation offers
several hiking tours of

| the trail each year, but

| the trail is accessible to
the public year round.
(Photo submitted)

BY BEN STANSELL

ben.stansell@salisburypost.com

alifornia might be the state most Americans as-
sociate with gold mining, but North Carolina ex-
perienced its own golden age before prospectors
flooded west.
Gold Hill was in the thick of it all.
In 1799, 12-year-old Conrad Reed discovered a 17-pound
gold chunk in Little Meadow Creek in Cabarrus County. His
finding was the first documented discovery of gold in the

See GOLD, 23
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Next-Level Cancer Care,

Right Here in Salisbury.

Get the compassionate, expert cancer care you
deserve at Novant Health Wallace Cancer Institute.

- Your own personal nurse navigator to guide you through treatment and recovery
- Medical and radiation oncology

« Access to clinical trials

« Infusion, lab and imaging

« Genetic counseling

« Access to support groups and a social worker

At Wallace Cancer Institute, you’ll have next-level cancer care
that’s miles ahead — not miles away.

Tour us from the comfort of your home at

A4 NovantHealth.org/WallaceCancer

Novant Health Wallace Cancer Institute
631 Mocksville Ave., Salisbury, NC 28144

B NOVANT |
m HEALTH Medical Oncology 704-210-7600
© Novant Health, Inc. 2021 Radlatlon Oncology 704-210_6870
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BY CARL BLANKENSHIP

carl.blankenship@salisburypost.com

igh Rock lake is an iconic

part of Rowan and David-

son counties for recreation,

economic development and
manufacturing.

The reservoir was created in 1929 as
part of a dam project of the aluminum
manufacturer Alcoa. When it was con-
structed, it was the largest reservoir in
North Carolina. It was named for nearby
High Rock Mountain.

It is one of a series of dam projects
built to supply electricity to the Alcoa’s
smelter in Badin, which closed in 2007.

Alcoa held onto its hydroelectric proj-
ect on the Yadkin River until 2016, when
it was sold to Cube Hydro, which was
later acquired by Canadian firm Ontar-
io Power Generation. High Rock Dam
currently operates under Eagle Creek
Renewable Energy, a subsidiary of OPG.

Norman Ribelin has been a contract
surveyor for the project since 200S. Ri-
belin said he measures the dams every
year to make sure they are not moving.

Ribelin said engineering require-
ments for the dam are federally regu-
lated because the Yadkin flows beyond
state boundaries.

“They require a certain amount of
monitoring to establish the stability of
the structures,” Ribelin said.

Functionally, Ribelin said, High Rock
is the first lake in a system and serves
as a sediment trap.

Ribelin said much of the original
equipment at the dam had been in use
until recently, but in 2019 Eagle Creek
installed some upgrades aimed at im-
proving the environmental impact of
the dam.

The company added an aerating tur-
bine and valve to the dam to improve the

20 SPIRIT OF ROWAN 2022

High Rock Lake

a vital part
of Rowan County

dissolved oxygen level of water passing
through the dam, which improves con-
ditions for wildlife in the water. A fed-
eral laboratory also tested a new water
quality monitoring system.

There is more to the lake than the
engineering and industrial efforts that
created it in the first place. The Rowan
County Economic Development Council
says the 15,180-acre lake has 365 miles

High Rock lake is an iconic part of Rowan
and Davidson counties for recreation,
economic development and manufacturing.

(Salisbury Post file photos)

of shoreline.

The lake has become a hub for recre-
ation and real estate. It is known for its
quality fishing and homes now dot the
shore of High Rock and it hosts events
throughout the year.

Notably, it hosts the Rowan County
Chamber of Commerce’s annual Dragon
Boat Festival. The free admission event
brought out 25 teams to compete in 2021.

The lake has also hosted the Bass-
master Classic several times. The major
tournament has rotated through venues
since its inception in 1971.
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BY NATALIE ANDERSON

natalie.anderson@salisburypost.com

istorically, Rowan County’s

proximity to transportation

routes such as the Yadkin

River and the N.C. railroad
have played a major role in its economic
viability.

Today, interstate widening in Rowan
and Cabarrus counties continues to fac-
tor into the county’s ongoing economic
prosperity.

In December 2014, the North Car-
olina Department of Transportation
and then-Gov. Pat McCrory unveiled a
10-year Transportation Improvement
Plan, which included the widening of
I-85 in southern Rowan County to eight
lanes. That project effectively removed
the “bottleneck” many had come to en-
dure when commuting between Char-
lotte and Greensboro.

The interstate expansion for Rowan
and Cabarrus counties began just north
of Exit 5SS and extended about seven
miles northeast through Kannapolis and
the U.S. 29 connector in China Grove.
From there, the interstate just north of
Moose Road was extended more than six
miles to Exit 68 in Rowan County.

Rowan Economic Development Coun-
cil President Rod Crider says the expan-
sion is a major factor in many taking a
stronger interest in the county.

“Everybody knew that the bottleneck
we used to have was an issue for people’s
perception of distance and time to Char-
lotte in particular,” he said.

The more than 13-mile, eight-lane
stretch that was expanded in Rowan and
Cabarrus counties ultimately shaved off
about 25% of the travel time to Char-
lotte, Crider said.

The interstate expansion aided the
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Interstate 85

expansion
continues to

spur development

area’s ability to reach other markets.
In addition to its central location in the
state, Rowan County is also well-nestled
between major cities such as Miami and
New York City or Washington D.C. and
Atlanta, Crider said.

The interstate expansion has been
a key factor for economic develop-
ments in Rowan County, such as the
700,000-square-foot fulfillment center
for online pet retailer Chewy.com on
Long Ferry Road, for example. Crider
said interstate projects help further
facilitate the movements of goods and
people and open a labor pool for poten-
tial developers. He also sees now as an
opportune time to benefit from the cur-
rent trend toward e-commerce and the

Construction on 1-85, just north of the Dale
Earnbardt Boulevard exit
in Kannapolis in 2017.

demand for speedy delivery of goods.

Crider said developments are being
planned for every exit in Rowan Coun-
ty at this time except Exit 76, which
leads straight to Innes Street in down-
town Salisbury and is already bustling
with commercial activity. In Septem-
ber, county commissioners approved
a tax incentive agreement to bring a
675,000-square-foot distribution or
manufacturing facility to Webb Road,
which will be called the “I-85 Commerce
Center.”
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Additionally, commissioners also
signed off on a tax incentive deal in
January to construct an e-commerce
fulfillment center in the southern ar-
ea of the state, near Exit 68 in China
Grove. If Rowan County is chosen, it
will be the largest jobs announcement
ever because the project proposes the
creation of 2,500 full-time and 2,600
seasonal part-time jobs.

In February 2022, Rowan’s Rep.
Harry Warren stated he and Sen. Carl
Ford, who represents Rowan and Stan-
ly counties, would be advocating for the
creation of an interchange at McCanless
Road and I-85, connecting East Spencer
and High Rock Lake for future devel-
opment.



GOLD

Continued from 18

United States and kicked off the explo-
ration of other potential gold mining
sites nearby.

In 1823, the federal government con-
ducted a geological survey to identify
other gold deposits in the region. The
survey determined the highest probabil-
ity of discovering rich gold deposits was
in the vicinity of eastern Rowan County,
said Vivian Hopkins, vice president and
director of education for the Historic
Gold Hill and Mines Foundation.

Studying that survey, farmer An-
drew Troutman made the first discov-
ery of gold in Gold Hill in 1824. The first
vertical underground mine, called Bar-
ringer Mine, was constructed a year lat-
er. Neither the Troutman discovery nor
the Barringer Mine drew significant
attention to the town, Hopkins said. It
wasn’t until 1842 when London-based
Gold Hill Mining Co. dug the Barn-
hardt mine that Gold Hill became a
boomtown.

The Gold Hill Mining Co. construct-
ed 24 mines in southeastern Rowan
County, according to a map drawn
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NIKO HARALAMBOUS
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JACKIE KING
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Miners and employees of Gold Hill Mining Company gathered together in Gold Hill in the
1890s. (Photo courtesy of Vivian Hopkins)

in 1884 by Joseph J. Newman for the
company. The Barnhardt and Randolph
mines were the two most productive.
The Randolph Mine was one the deepest
in the Southeast, stretching 850 feet into
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the ground. The two mines produced an
estimated $6-9 million in gold. Histori-
ans estimate $12-15 million in gold was
extracted from the Gold Hill mines alto-
gether. Millions more was likely lost due

CANNON PHARMACY

MEDICARE

NAVIGATORS

DELIVERY

SALISBURY | 1401 Jake Alexander Blvd. South » 980-892-0700

to inefficient recovery methods.

Gold mining operations largely
ceased in Gold Hill in 1915, but the
town’s rich mining heritage is still alive
today. Gold Hill has harnessed its his-
tory to become a tourism destination. A
walking trail through the 70-acre Gold
Hill Mines Historic Park takes visitors
to several of the former mining sites. At
the Randolph Mine, an enclosed bridge
provides a peak at what was once one of
the most productive mines in the region.

The Historic Gold Hill and Mines
Foundation has produced a self-guid-
ed tour booklet and trail brochure,
which is available at the Montgomery
General Store. The store, built in 1840,
offers customers a chance to enjoy old
fashioned candies, long-neck sodas and
Hershey’s ice cream, all in a historic
setting. Live bluegrass music is played

at the store on Friday nights.

“(Gold Hill) is a rare authentic gem
unknown to many in Rowan County or
across North Carolina,” Hopkins said.
“It doesn’t take much ‘digging’ to find
the influence of our gold mining indus-
try at Gold Hill in every aspect of North
Carolina’s economic development.”

BEST CUSTOMER
SERVICE

CARING
PHARMACISTS

O FREE DELIVERY
O DRIVE-THRU
O IMMUNIZATIONS
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BY NATALIE ANDERSON

nataliec.anderson@salisburypost.com

ven though Salisbury activist

Joseph Charles Price died at

the early age of 39, his impact

in the community continues to
be felt today.

Without him, there may not be the Liv-
ingstone College we know today, says J.C.
Price American Legion Post Commander
Ollie “Mae” Carroll.

Price was a Black educator, orator and
civil rights leader born in Elizabeth City
in 1854 to a free mother, Emily Pailin, and
aslave father, Charles Dozier. When Doz-
ier was sold and sent to Baltimore, Price’s
mother married David Price and passed
along the surname. The family moved to
New Bern during the Civil War, where
Price enrolled in St. Andrews School.
Less than a decade later, Price would go
on to teach at a Black school in Wilson
before resuming his own education. He
set out to study law at Shaw University
in Raleigh before transferring to Lincoln
University in Pennsylvania to study min-
istry in the AME Zion Church, a Black
church established in the late 1700s.

Soon after his ordination, and at the
age of 28, he worked with AME Zion
Church and members of the Salisbury
community to establish Livingstone Col-
lege and served as its first president. The
school was originally called Zion Wes-
ley College but was changed to honor
African explorer and missionary David
Livingstone in 188S.

Price’simpact extended beyond Salis-
bury and North Carolina as he would
soon be recognized on a national scale.
In 1888, then-President Grover Cleveland
asked Price to serve as minister to Li-
beria, though Price declined because he
said he felt he could do more for his peo-
ple by remaining in Salisbury. Two years
later, he was elected president of both the
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J.C. Price’s legacy

St1

Afro-American League and the Nation-
al Equal Rights Convention and named
chairman of the Citizens’ Equal Rights
Association, though conflict among those
groups would soon lead to their end.
Fast forward more than two centu-
ries, and local American Legion Post
107 named in Price’s honor continues

Joseph Charles Price (Salissbury Post file photo)

to uphold his legacy. It was first estab-
lished in 1922, with the Joseph Charles
Price Post Auxillary organized in 1934.
One particular effort Carroll says would
make Price proud is the establishment of
an at-risk school in 1986, a partnership
with Livingstone College. Carroll said 12
computers were donated to the school,

Il alive today

which operated for several years with
Black and white instructors.

“Nobody had ever seen anything like
this (at the time),” Carroll said. “We
changed the whole atmosphere and came
up with something that J.C. Price would
be proud of, I feel.”

Though funding and decreasing mem-
bership and participation has prevented
the Legion from hosting a number of
annual events, about 48 plaques on the
walls of the building located at 1433
0Ol1d Wilkesboro Road highlight impacts
across decades. Legion members contin-
ue to provide scholarships for students
attending Boys State and Girls State, for
example. Additionally, they annually host
an Easter Egg hunt and Christmas fes-
tivities and participate in small projects
to honor Memorial Day week, including-
feeding local students. The Legion Post
also donates annually to the Central Chil-
dren’s Home in Oxford and the United
Negro College Fund.

“It’s nothing to the magnitude of what
we used to do, but we do choose a small
project during Memorial week,” Carroll
said.

In 2009, the Legion Post made histo-
ry when its queen, Ticora Jones, took the
crown during Faith’s Fourth of July cele-
bration. She was the first and only Black
woman to be recognized with such honor,
Carroll said.

In 2010, the J.C. Price High School

was recognized as a landmark in the
National Register of Historic Places.
The school closed in 1969 and was the
first one established for Black students in
Salisbury. Members of a national alumni
association with chapters spanning sev-
eral states continue to raise money for
scholarships and keep the school alive
despite challenges from the COVID-19
pandemic.

“If it hadn’t been for him, we may not
have Livingstone College,” Carroll said.
“He gave us a great foundation.”



BY BEN STANSELL

ben.stansell@salisburypost.com

onstructed by Joseph Kerr

around 1823, Kerr Mill was

for years the primary source

of flour, cornmeal and feed

for Kerr’s western Rowan County plan-
tation and its surrounding neighbors.

The grist mill, located next to Kerr

Creek in what is now Sloan Park, is a

two-story, gable-roof brick building with

a water wheel in the rear. The mill is

Storied Kerr Mill

poised for a water
wheel replacement

one of several that gave name to Mill-
bridge, which was by some accounts the
first settlement in Rowan County. The
mill was operated by the Kerr family for
several decades after its construction,
bu itt was sold to James Samuel McCub-
bins in 1872. McCubbins and his partner,
John Harrison, transitioned the mill into
a steam engine-powered roller mill in
the late 1880s.

The mill changed hands several more
times and was eventually purchased by
James W. Sloan in 1908. He sold it to his
nephew, James Andrew Sloan, in 1927.

James A. Sloan and his wife Carrie gift-
ed the mill and surrounding property
to Rowan County in 1973. Kerr Mill
was listed on the National Register of
Historic Places in 1976 and is now the
centerpiece of Sloan Park, which opened
to the public in 1983. The mill has long
been out of operation, but was working
for more than 100 years.

The original water wheel used at the
mill was lost and has not been recovered.
But in 1989, Keith Yount built a replica
wheel for the park at his Sherrills Ford
Road construction company. When the

new wheel was placed on Kerr Mill,
it was so well balanced that the wind
turned it for about 30 minutes, accord-
ing to a Salisbury Post article published
at the time. Time and weather took a toll
on the wheel over the years, causing the
wooden blades to break and fall apart.
Parks and Recreation Director Don
Bringle said Sloan Park visitors have
often inquired about the wheel over the
years, advocating for its repair or re-
placement.

See KERR, 26
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Continued from 25

A restoration effort started in 2018,
but no progress came. The county re-
newed plans to revitalize the wheel last
year. The project was awarded to C&R
Millwork, a company based in Gold Hill.
The restoration of the wheel will be more
of arebuild, since the interior metal hub
islikely the only salvageable piece. Brin-
gle said the wooden part of the wheel will
have to be rebuilt entirely, likely with a
more durable, water and weather resis-
tant lumber such as cypress.

C&R plans to begin work in late
spring. The project will cost Rowan
County about $40,500. Having a func-
tioning water wheel will be worth the
price, Bringle said.

“It will basically bring character back
to what Kerr Mill is all about,” Bringle
said.

. .
s '

Men observe the water wheel at Kerr Mill just after it was installed in 1989. The replica wheel was constructed by Keith Yount and mimicked the
original water wheel that propeled the mill in its early days. The replica wheel has been damaged by time and weather over the years and a project
to replace it is underway. Salisbury Post file photo.
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Brett Henson, DDS

Quality patient care, pain diagnosis, root canal
therapy and dental trauma management.

640 Statesville Blvd, Ste 3, Salisbury, NC 28144 - salisburyendodontics.com ¢ 704-637-3636
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TARMEEL SAPE
& LOCK INC.,

Your Physisal Security Specialist

Family owned and operated local business
licensed by the state of North Carolina

Tarheel Safe &
Lock, Inc.

provides full line
security services:

Lic# 0424

* Locks Rekeyed
* Safe Sales (New Safes & Old Safes)
* Safe Openings & Repair

* Alarm System Sales & Monitoring
* Access Control Systems

* Closed Circuit Surveillance systems (CCTV)

You and Your Family Can
Feel SAFE Because of
Tarheel Safe & Lock, Inc.!

704-857-6957

g
T8

PROGRESS EDITION

29



BY PARIS GOODNIGHT
parisgoodnight@salisburypost.com

istory was made on a snowy
December day in 1892.
Two groups of men gath-
ered on the front lawn of the
Livingstone College campus and — de-
spite heavy snow from a recent storm —
played the first game of football between
Black colleges in American history.

Things have changed since that first
game on the lawn. Last year, Livingstone
began work on a $2.8 million project to
upgrade its facilities so when Johnson
C. Smith University arrives for the
next matchup in Salisbury, it will be in
a newly remodeled stadium with a field
converted from grass to synthetic turf
in Livingstone blue.

For the original game, team mem-
bers had to come up with money to pur-
chase a regulation football. The players
equipped their street shoes with cleats,
removing them after practice, while
the young women of the Livingstone’s
industrial department made uniforms
for both teams. Players from Biddle
Memorial Institute, now Johnson C.
Smith, traveled by horse and buggy to
Salisbury.

The game featured two 45-minute
halves. W.J. Trent, who later became the
longest-serving president of Livingstone
College, was on the original Livingstone
team and scored its only touchdown on a
fumble recovery. However, no point was
awarded as snow had covered the field’s
markings and referees argued that the
fumble was recovered out of bounds.
That gave Johnson C. Smith the victory
S5-0.

A celebration of that historic game
between Livingstone and Johnson C.
Smith is marked every year as histor-
ic Black colleges gather for football. In
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Livingstone part
of historic first
Black college
football game

2009, the schools revived the tradition
and now play a Commemorative Classic
game at Livingstone each year. Local

proclamations named the week of Oct.
29 through Nov. 4 as Commemorative
Black College Football Week. In 2017,

Above: The Livingstone Blue Bears
take the field during a game against St.
Augustines University last year. (Salisbury
Post file photo) Left: Rendering of
Livingstone’s new field with blue turf:
(Submitted image)

Gov. Roy Cooper proclaimed the Septem-
ber through November football season as
the 125th anniversary of Black college
football in North Carolina.

That first football game led to a lot of
opportunities for a lot of people, includ-
ing Pro Football Hall of Famer Willie
Lanier.

“Livingstone College is where it all be-
gan,” Lanier said last fall when he came
to Salisbury. “What occurred on Living-
stone’s front lawn nearly 130 years ago
paved the way for people like me.”



New lights will
spotlight racing
activity at
Millbridge Speedway

BY PARIS GOODNIGHT son earlier this month.
parisgoodnight@salisburypost.com Owners Jeremy and Ashly Burnett
now have about 13 years of running the

. Millbri
track just off N.C. 150. Though Outlaw s ;fj:,jgei; home
uring COVID-19 pivoting, Karts and Wednesday nights are the 7 vy
s , . to racing for karts,
Millbridge Speedway was track’s mainstay, they also have Satur-
. . . . . Outlaw Karts,
forced to split racing night day racing and have broadened offerings . .
. . .. . Micro-Sprints,
from just Wednesdays to to include competitions in Legend cars,
. ; . .. Legend cars and
add Tuesday nights for younger drivers. micros,lawn mowers and Mini-Cup cars. >
. . . . Mini Cup cars.
But the premier dirt track for Outlaw Since so many of the people involved (Andy Moon
Karts and Micro-Sprints found it sosuc-  at the speedway are also involved in NA- » /mj; v

cessful that it will continue that format
for this year, which opened the 2022 sea- See MILLBRIDGE, 35
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BY JOSH BERGERON

Josh.bergeron@salisburypost.com

drianna and Kimberly

Kelsey’s childhood memo-

ries of their family’s busi-

ness, Noble & Kelsey Funer-
al Home, aren’t too different.

“As I child, my memories were just
going up there with my mom when I
came home from school and just hang-
ing out and following the guys around,”
Adrianna said. “ ... It was a family
owned business that basically helped
raise me in a sense.”

At9yearsold, Kimberly remembers
traveling to the funeral home after
school, too.

“From 9 until the age of 16, I was up
here every day, Monday through Fri-
day and maybe on Saturday,” Kimberly
said.

Today, Kimberly is the chairwoman
of the funeral home and Adrianna, her
daughter, is vice president and commu-
nity relations director. They represent
the third and fourth generation of the
Kelsey family, respectively, to work at
the business.

Since 1902, Noble & Kelsey Funeral
Home has been committed to excel-
lence, Adrianna says. The funeral home
plans to celebrate its 120th anniversary
this year with a commemoration at 223
E.Fisher St. in Salisbury. Plans are still
being finalized.

The business started 120 years ago
with a partnership between two men
whose names still grace the funeral
home. Stephen Noble worked for other
funeral homes and owned horses and a
wagon. William Kelsey Sr., Kimberly’s
grandfather, was a local barber. Wil-
liam saw the potential for keeping the
burial of African Americans within the
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At 120th anniversary,
Noble & Kelsey
moving into fourth
seneration

Black community as part of the part-

nership, states the book “Gender and

Jim Crow: Women and the Politics of

White Supremacy in North Carolina,

1896-1920” by Glenda Elizabeth Gilm-

ore. When the two began, embalming

wasn’t a common practice. Relatives

laid the dead on a “cooling board,” the

barber “dressed” the body and the buri-
al took place the same afternoon or the
next morning, Gilmore wrote.

While William saw the business as a
side project because he enjoyed being
abarber, wife Lula Kelsey realized the
future potential of the funeral business
and went to embalming school, becom-
ing one of the first female licensed mor-
ticians in the state.

Noble & Kelsey'’s first location was

The first location of Noble and Kelsey Funeral
Home in the 100 block of East Fisher Street
in Salisbury in spring 1927. From left to right
is Stephen Noble, William E Kelsey Sr., Lula
Spaulding Kelsey and William F Kelsey Jr.
(Submitted photo)

in the 100 block of East Fisher Street.
It moved into its current location, a
former Black library and agricultural
building, because it needed more space.
It’s the second-oldest Black funeral
home in the state of North Carolina.
A.R. Kelsey, Kimberly’s father took
over ownership of the business in 1946,
and Kimberly officially joined the fu-
neral home’s leadership staff in 1994
after spending years as a teen and

young adult helping out with opera-
tions. After graduating from Salisbury
High School and Winston-Salem State
University, she worked elsewhere — at
IBM in Charlotte, the Internal Reve-
nue Service and for a hospital in Rich-
mond, Virginia — before she decided
the funeral business “was really in
my blood,” she told the Post in a 1994
article.

She received her license to practice
about two months after the death of her
father and was reissued A.R. Kelsey’s
license number in her name — No. 7.

Kimberly expresses excitement
about Adrianna’s energy about com-
munity relations and that the business
is staying in the family.

“She is pumped up,” Kimberly said.
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Odd tacts trom

Rowan County

There is a

BY CARL BLANKENSHIP

carl.blankenship@salisburypost.com

id you know Rowan County
used to stretch to the Pacific
Ocean?

In theory, at least, Rowan County
was a slice of frontier before the map of
the United States looked anything like
it does today and before European col-
onists understood what lay beyond the
Tennesseean frontier.

Rowan County was so large in the
18th century the first land records in
Tennessee were recorded in the county.
For much of its history, North Carolina
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was not divvied into the 100 counties
wedged into its borders. The last county
was not created until 1911, when pieces
of Caldwell, Mitchell and Watauga coun-
ties were combined into Avery.

According to a book recording ab-
stracts of deeds in Rowan from 1753
to 1785, some of the deeds at the time
were not recorded until years after land
changed hands. In addition to Tennessee,
27 counties were formed out of what used
to be Rowan County at the time.

Here are some other odd facts about
Rowan County:

e There is a rumor of a horse being
buried under the Presbyterian Session

o | .
—~iy m

PALTE,

——

rumor of a horse buried under the Presbyterian Session House next to the Bell Tower. (Andy Mooney photo)

House. Thisisnot correct. The Chambers
name is most closely associated with the
Utzman-Chambers House, but Maxwell
Chambers specified a family grave site
in his will and the Session House was
built over it. There are 10 graves for the
Chambers family, but no equine.

e Spanish explorers were in the area
from 1567-1568. This was the first re-
corded appearance of the Europeans in
what would become Rowan County. This
was the expedition of explorer Juan Par-
do and it established a Catholic church.

The buildings of the Pardo expedition
inthe area are lost to history and the area
was settled by the English many years

later. Rowan County was incorporated in
1753 and named for Matthew Rowan, the
British governor at the time.

e Salisbury was a hub for wagon mak-
ing for the Continental Army in the area
during the American Revolution.

e Spencer Shops inspired the name
for the town, rather than the other way
around. Completed in 1896, the steam
locomotive repair station was named
for Southern Railway President Samu-
el Spencer. The town was not incorpo-
rated until 190S. At one point it was the
railway’s largest repair depot, but was
phased out as diesel engines supplanted
the steam models serviced at the shops.



MILLBRIDGE

Continued from 31

SCAR, the midweek events give youngsters time to race
while their parents can see them before they head out to
weekend events on the bigger circuits. Over the winter,
Ashly Burnett said the track usually had one race a month,
just so the kids don’t forget the skills they’ve picked up
during the regular racing season, which runs to October.

Millbridge Speedway offers racing for S- to-13-year-
olds (Beginner Box Stock and Box Stock) on the Tuesday
night lineup. Those 9 to 14 race Box Stock and Interme-
diate, while the open series includes teens and adults. Ba-
sically, drivers from 4 to 40 are competing at the 14-acre
site just off NC 150.

Burnett says wait until you see the lighting changes as
new LED fixtures are going in to replace stadium light-
ing that hadn’t been updated in years. She also lamented
the fact that crowds of people are coming to the track
from the Mooresville side of N.C. 150, but she feels like
she’s losing the connection with people coming from the
Salisbury side.

“Where else can you go for $15 and see NASCAR stars
and walk right up to them?” she asked, mentioning some-
one like Kyle Busch, who would be there to witness the
younger generation of racers sharpening their skills at
the dirt track before heading out for his own Cup Series

race on a bigger track. ,’/{/‘

Millbridge Speedway’s adult tickets are $15, kids 7-12 Cars zoomround Millbridge Speedway as part of a back-to-school event that raised money for Food for %ugbt.
. (Salisbury Post file photo)

are $10 and those 6 and under get in free. The speedway
will also continue this year as one of seven tracks with
races being shown on DIRT Vision under a subscription
package.

FIND THE

Right
Mattress

FOR YOU

ingsdown, Inc.

Within minutes,
bed bedMATCH® measures

your body and analyzes
M ATC H thousands of calculations

to determine which = 27 i) A
mattresses fit you best. o 1 KI NGS DOW N

Create EST. 1904
-I Your Profile

Find
Your Match

Choose
3 Vieuir Maltiress 4011 STATESVILLE BLVD. SALISBURY, NC 28147 (704) 636-9191

Powered by SleeptoLive

AnneRolandFurniture.com Info@AnneRolandFurniture.com

PROGRESS EDITION 35



Adding ice cream
was a sweet treat
for Patterson Farm

BY PARIS GOODNIGHT
paris.goodnight@salisburypost.com

olks at Patterson Farm were busy over the
winter getting ready for this year’s growing
season and regular crowds coming back to

take advantage of all they have to offer.
Michelle Patterson, the farm’s director of fun and
market and tour organizer, said some of the adaptations
during the pandemic like offering a curbside pickup
option will likely continue and the time ticketing re-
quirement for picking your own strawberries will also

Patterson

Farm sells its
strawberries
only a few
hundred feer
from the field
in its market,
as well as in
grocery stores up
and down the
eastern seaboard.
(Salisbury Post
file phoro)

be in effect.

See PATTERSON, 43

SNOW_BENEE ROUP

HEALTH INSURANCE SERVICES

'BEEF & SAUSAGE INC o

€JONEDIGITAL

Country Ham
Sausage
Liver Mush
Famous Hot Dog Chili
Gift Boxes Available

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Monday-Thursday 7:30am-4:00pm

Friday 7:30 am-12 noon (704) 636-6681
704.857.5519 www.snowbenefitsgroup.com

940 Daugherty Rd | China Grove - Health Insurance - Dental « Vision

« STD « LTD . Life « Medicare
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Contact one of these...

Melissa Yates

Broker/Realtor® GRI, SLS, NC & SC Licensed
| Realtor, NC Licensed General
704-239-3835 ' | Contractor
melissayates4u@gmail.com | 17 Years
Voted top wﬁ 704-433-2582
realtor in teresa@tmrrealtyinc.com
1
Rowan County! Simece Ready to help you buy,

sell or build the home of

| Making your real estate |
.| your dreams!

dreams come true.
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Meligge Yatey

REALTOR®
[ &y o

REALTY, INC.

131 East Innes St., Ste. 305, Salisbury
704-245-6184 www.tmrrealtyinc.com

Making you feel

REALTY AND DEVELOPMENT
—— Let Us Guide You Home ——

The Bean Jayne Helms Justin Porter
Realty Group Effective Team Member/Associate
21 years of Respected, Member of Jayne
experience serving Connected. Helms Group

Rowan, Cabarrus,
Mecklenburg, Iredell &

J surrounding counties
Full line of services representing buyer and sellers as
well as property and HOA management.

Callus
wdwd

Beth Bean 704-640-5230
Rob Bean 704-433-4951

Serving your Real Estate
needs in Rowan County
and the Greater Charlotte
Area.

JAYNE HELMS GROUP

REMEX

| Leading Edge

108 N. Main Street Salisbury, NC 28144

704-798-5726
www.JayneHelms.com

(704) 953-6396

“Extraordinary care
Exceptional service

REMEX

Leading Edge
108 N. Main Street Salisbury, NC 28144
704-798-5726

JustinPorter.tv 00®

"

BRE

BEAMN REALTY GROUP
LLC

Carmady Kruger
704-223-4842

Monica Poole

Mike Brincefield BIC/Realtor

brincefieldmike@gmail.com

704-239-3010

With over 20 years
experience | will guide you
through the increasingly
difficult process of buying
and selling a home or
business.
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The Dover Team

MONICA

Where you will receive
Knowledge, Integrity & Trust

“A dedicated and motivated
professional always working
for YOU!”

POOLE
Realty

121 E. Fisher St. Suite A
Salisbury NC 704-245-4628
monica@monicapoole.com

Veteran, University of Michigan
Alumni, Charlotte Native

I love calling Historic
Salisbury HOME!

You can have a smooth, pleasant
real estate experience AND have
a strong negotiator that will get
you the best possible financial
outcome. | do both! Don't seftle
for one or the other, call me.
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-.When Buying OR Selling.

EXperts

Ashlee Flippin
Realtor/Broker
704-267-3371

c21ashlee@gmail.com

As native of Salisbury,
NC and a graduate

of Catawba College,
Integrated Marketing and
Communications, | would
be honored to help you
in your next real estate
transaction!

right at home

474 Jake Alexander Blvd. W., Salisbury
704-637-7721 www.century21fc.com

Cathy Griffin
30 years of real estate experience

704-213-2464

Cathy is #1 in the state and
#9 in the nation among
Century 21 agents.

Born and raised in Rowan
County

c21cathy@bellsouth.net
www.cathygriffinhomes.com

| f]a]in]
474 Jake Alexander Blvd W, Salisbury
Office: 704-637-7721

Sheila Sadighi
704-640-7784

Whether you're moving across
country or across town, |
welcome the opportunity to
assist you with your real es-
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in assisting buyers, sellers
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Marie
Leonard-Hampton
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Keith Knight
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Robin Huden
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BY BEN STANSELL

ben.stansell@salisburypost.com

hen German immigrant

Michael Braun was in

need of building materi-

al to construct his home
in eastern Rowan County, he didn’t have
to go very far.

Thanks to ancient geological process-
es that occurred millions of years ago,
Rowan County has arich cache of stone,
particularly granite. Braun tapped into
that supply when he used granite quar-
ried from about a mile away to build
his Old Stone House in the 1760s. The
home is the oldest in Rowan County and
among the longest standing in the Pied-
mont region.

Braun wouldn’t be the last to tap into
the county’s stone stockpile.

Quarrying was happening in Rowan
County before the Civil War and contin-
ued in the early 1900s when the area’s
unique, rose-colored granite, dubbed
“Salisbury Pink” or “Balfour Pink,” be-
came a sought-after material for memo-
rials and paving stones. Granite mined
by the Harris Granite Quarries Compa-
ny was used to build roads in cities like
New York and New Orleans.

Granite quarried in Rowan was al-
so used in construction of the Whitney
Dam, which started around the turn of
the century on the Yadkin River. The
ambitious effort brought skilled stone
cutters from England, Italy and other
European countries to quarries in Row-
an, but ultimately went bankrupt before
it was finished.

The town of Granite Quarry has long
been the epicenter of rock extraction in
Rowan County.
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uarries: Rowan
ounty’s history

IS set 1n stone

“By far the most concentration of
quarries, be it abandoned or currently
active, are around Granite Quarry it-
self,” said Norman Ribelin, a land sur-
veyor in Rowan County.

Some quarries around the town have
been repurposed while others have been
abandoned or filled in with groundwater
over time. Polycor sells Salisbury Pink
from its quarry near Dunn’s Mountain.

Granite Quarry isn’t the only place
in Rowan County where rock has been
unearthed. Even in western Rowan
County, known for its fertile farmland,
quarrying occurred in some capacity.
Rose LaCasse, a Mount Ulla historian,
has seen evidence of small-scale granite
quarrying near Bear Poplar.

Quarrying is still a major part of
Rowan’s economy today.

Atits Gold Hill quarry, Vulcan Mate-
rials extracts a metamorphic rock that’s
crushed and used primarily in construc-
tion activities. About half of Vulcan’s
rocks go right next door to Stalite’s plant,
where it is heated to make a lightweight
aggregate. The Gold Hill quarry, about
150 acres of which are currently being
quarried, provides over $18 million in
economic impact annually.

“You can’t build without a rock, so
when you have a resource nearby that
can provide the rock you need, it’s a big
advantage,” said Denise Hallett, man-
ager of government and community
relations for Vulcan Materials.

At its 450-foot-deep Woodleaf quar-
ry, Martin Marietta produces stone ag-
gregates used to construct roads and
homes. The company also operates a
quarry near Kannapolis.

The rocks quarried in Rowan have
become critical in the development of
North Carolina’s infrastructure.

Above: Vulcan
Materials Companyss
Gold Hill quarry,
where the company
extracts rock that

is turned into
aggregates and used in
infrastructure projects.
(Photo courtesy of
Vidcan Materials
Company)

Lefi: Quarry in
Granite Quarry,
(Salisbury Post photo)
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BY CARL BLANKENSHIP

carl.blankenship@salisburypost.com

here is some disagreement

between sources on how ma-

ny Rosenwald schools were

built in Rowan County, but
the best answer appears to be five.

The schools were among more than
5,000 projects built with some funding
from the Rosenwald Fund, which was
part of a partnership between Sears
president Julius Rosenwald and educator
Booker T. Washington.

Their purpose was to provide educa-
tion for Black children in the South in
the early 20th century, where segregat-
ed public education completely lacked

Rosenwald Schools
educated Black
children in the early

20th centu

One of the
entrances, and
an original
water fountain,
at the RA.
Clement School
in Cleveland.
(Carl
Blankenship
photo)

equality or necessary funding.

Some lists on file with the state show
only three of the schools in Rowan Coun-
ty, in Cleveland, north Spencer and Rock-
well, but Fisk University’s database of
schools lists five and includes funding
breakdowns for how much was contribut-
edlocally and by the fund for each school.

Tom Hanchett, a Charlotte-based his-
torian who has written extensively about
Rosenwald schools, told the Post that
Fisk’slistis likely more complete. Hanch-
ett said neither list had reason to inflate
or deflate the number of entries and it is
likely the database in Nashville received
more information about schools after the
initial list was created in Raleigh.

The schools in the Fisk database in-
clude a four-teacher school in Bear Poplar

built 1930-1931, a four-teacher school built
1929-1930, a two-teacher school in north
Spencer with no date in the database, a
one-teacher school in Rockwell with no
date in the database and a 16-teacher
school in Salisbury built 1931-1932.

One of the schools, R.A. Clement,
is being restored by a local association
dedicated to its preservation and is a des-
ignated national historic site. The school’s
report to be placed on the national regis-
try cites five schools in the county as well.
The main building of the school is in its
last stages of restoration.

Angelo Franceschina, a contractor
with an interest in restoring Rosenwald
schools, has been working with the as-
sociation on the project since the early
2000s.

Association member Leonard Hall at-
tended the school. He remembers being
there in first grade, moving between the
buildings, basketball games and gradu-
ation exercises.

“This is part of the community,” Hall
said.

Local educator Catrelia Hunter also
attended the school and has fond memo-
ries of attending there. She said it was a
supportive environment and noted many
alumni went on to become notable educa-
tors as well.

The original J.C. Price High School
building is still standing in Salisbury as
well. It was originally housed in Monroe
Street School, which is being restored
by Livingstone College with the help of
grant funding.
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PATTERSON

Continued from 36

“We’ve learned it enhances the experience, so it’s
not so crowded,” she said.

Reservations can be made online at visitpatter-
sonfarm.com, where you can also check the timing of
what’s being grown. Michelle says they’ll know about
30 days out when the season will start, all according
to Mother Nature’s way of telling you when the time
is right.

One of the biggest draws was when they started
making ice cream to sell at the market, which opens
April 1 on Caldwell Road.

Randall Patterson is president and director of field
operations for Patterson Farm. With 70 acres dedicated
to three varieties of strawberries, it is one of the larg-
est such farms in the state. During growing season,
which stretches from mid-April until mid-June, the
farm expects to harvest roughly 1.4 million pounds of
fruit from approximately that many strawberry plants.
Tomatoes have long been the farm’s most prevalent
crop, but the gap shrunk in recent years as both bell
peppers and strawberries made up ground.

When speaking with Michelle in mid-February,
they were busy with seeding peppers. The farm also
grows sweet corn and pumpkins.

Besides attending conferences over the winter
months, Michelle said the farm operation depends on
things like Reemay to keep plants blanketed from the
cold before warmer weather arrives and the growing
season kicks into high gear.

Douglas Patterson, vice president of Patterson

Randall Patterson checks bis strawberry blooms at Patterson
Farms in 2018. (Salisbury Post file photo)

Farm, offers the best advice for recently picked straw-
berries is to refrigerate them immediately so they’ll
stay fresh longer. Of course, the quicker they’re eaten
after being picked, the better, he said.

The Patterson family has been farming for over 125

years and members held a celebration of their history
at the site of the original James A. Patterson Farm on
Patterson Road in 2019.

Patterson Farm has become one of 65 farms, restau-
rants, wineries and breweries from Rowan County list-
ed on the Visit NC Farms app, which was developed
by the N.C. Department of Agriculture and Consumer
Services in 2020 as a way to connect local vendors
with consumers.
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BY CARL BLANKENSHIP

carl.blankenship@salisburypost.com

pencer was an important place
more than 120 years ago, before
the town even existed.

“The new shops near Salis-
bury, N.C., will furnish long-needed
and adequate facilities for maintaining
the rolling stock used on the main line
and branches between Washington,
Richmond, Pinners Point and Atlanta,”
a 1896 report from Southern Railway
stated. “The total cost of these shops
will be about $250,000, of which about
one-half had been expended prior to
June 30, 1896. The land, 168 acres, was
purchased in March 1896 and the work
of construction was begun immediately
thereafter. The plant will be in operation
by Sept. 15.”

An excerpt from a report in 1897 de-
scribed the completed shops as “new,
of modern design, and well equipped.”
The buildings had heating and electric
lighting. Many of the shop’s machines
were pneumatic.

The shops would become Southern’s
largest steam repair station. Spencer it-
self was not incorporated until 1905, and
it took the name of the shops, which were
named after Southern President Samuel
Spencer.

In 1938, the Post ran what were la-
beled as the “first pictures ever made
of the interior of Southern’s great shops
at Spencer.” The story was about local
Kiwanis Club members touring the shop.

The shops were the foundation of
Spencer. Post archives include photos of
men who worked for Southern parading
on the day Japan surrendered and ended
World War II on Aug. 15, 1945.

In 1939, the Post reported the South-
ern Railway was the biggest industry in
the county.

The Post reported there was an explo-
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Spencer Shops
were the heart
of the town betore

it existed

sion at the shop in 1908 which killed and
injured several people. The explosions
shook houses in Salisbury.

The end of the shops would be slow.
The mid-20th century saw diesel en-
gines begin to replace steam locomo-
tives. Work began to slow at the shops
and in 1979 the shops closed completely.

According to Post archives, the shops
were being equipped to handle diesel en-

Spencer Shops in the mid-1940s showing
roundhouse to the left and the freightyard
and other shop buildings in foreground.
Town of Spencer is in background.
(Salisbury Post file photo)

gines in the 1950s.
What used to be the core of heavy in-
dustry in the county has now been pre-

served as the N.C. Transportation Muse-
um and has been placed on the National
Register of Historic Places.

The museum still prominently fea-
tures antique rail cars and hosts train
ride events throughout the year and is
celebrating its 45th year. It currently
hosts an exhibit about what it was like
to be abrakeman during the move from
steam to diesel-powered engines.



Trading Ford

carried
travelers across

the Yadkin

77715 sketclo sbows Y}adzng Ford ﬁom t/}e szzdson County side in 1849.
(Artwork by Benson J. Lossing)

BY JOSH BERGERON

Josh.bergeron@salisburypost.com

efore cars zipped over Inter-

state 85 or the Wil-Cox bridge

carried two lanes of U.S. 29,

a similar spot was used by

travelers to cross the Yadkin River on
horseback, wagon or by foot.

That spot, known as Trading Ford, is

roughly in the area where bridges cross
the Yadkin River today. Not unlike major
highway intersections or interstate exits,
civilization found a place near the banks
of the Yadkin River at Trading Ford, said
Ann Brownlee, who leads the Trading
Ford Historic District Preservation As-
sociation

Today, there are gas stations and con-
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BY BEN STANSELL

ben.stansell@salisburypost.com

n 2005, Davidson County Broad-

casting applied to build a large

radio tower in rural Mount Ulla.

The close-knit community rallied
against the tower, eventually winning
the battle.

The radio tower was never erected,
but the proposal did catalyze the cre-
ation of the Mount Ulla Historic Preser-
vation Society. Since then, members of
the group have worked to document and
preserve the community’s rich history.

Located in western Rowan, Mount
Ulla is the smallest of Rowan County’s
14 townships by population. The present
day Mount Ulla Township encompass-
es more land than the smaller, historic
Mount Ulla community. Unincorporated
areas including Bear Poplar and Mill-
bridge are now within the Mount Ul-
la Township but were once their own
distinct communities when the main
methods of transportation were horse
or foot.

Settled by Scotch-Irish in the mid-
1700s, Mount Ulla is likely among Row-
an County’s oldest communities. There
are several theories regarding Mount
Ulla’s unique name. Perhaps the most
popular version of the tale credits A.Y.
Lockridge, a minister at Back Creek
Presbyterian Church, with giving the
community its title.

The true origin of Mount Ulla’s
name is a mystery, but there’s never
been a doubt that the area boasts fer-
tile farmland. Mount Ulla has always
been an agricultural community. In the
early 1800s, alarge flour mill was built
close to where the current post office
stands, providing farmers a place to
take their grain. The mill was critical
to Mount Ulla’s development.
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Mount Ulla’s rich
tarmland may

only be rivaled
by its history
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“It was a more active rural commu-
nity than most because of the mill,”
said Rose LaCasse, a founding member
of the Mount Ulla Historic Preserva-
tion Society.

Early Mount Ulla was principally
organized around the mill, a general
store and Back Creek Presbyterian
Church, LaCasse said, with most of the
farming being done in fields around Sills
Creek, Back Creek and Withrow Creek.
Back Creek Presbyterian Church is one
of several Mount Ulla structures list-

A photo on the Mount Ulla flour mill
constructed in the 20th century. The third
Sflour mill built roughly on the same site, it
was one of largest in the area at one point.

(Submitted photo)

ed on the National Register of Historic
Places, along with the Rankin-Sherrill
House and the John C. and Anita Sher-
rill House.

Mount Ulla’s flour mill burned in
the early 1900s, was rebuilt and then

burned again near the middle of the
20th century. It was rebuilt for a sec-
ond time and stood as one of the largest
mills in the area, but eventually closed
and was torn down altogether in 200S.

Mount Ullais still a thriving farming
community today as new generations of
farmers take advantage of its well-re-
garded soil. The Historic Preservation
Society has paused during the pan-
demic, but plans to continue to collect
and keep the area’s history for years to
come.
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BY NATALIE ANDERSON

natalie.anderson@salisburypost.com

ne of President Franklin

D. Roosevelt’s last offi-

cial acts was approving

the construction of a VA
Medical Center in Salisbury in April
1945.

The W. G. (Bill) Hefner VA Medical
Center, located at 1601 Brenner Ave., is
the headquarters of a system that now
serves more than 287,000 veterans liv-
ing in a 21-county area of the central
Piedmont region of the state. Other
sites within the system are located at
Kernersville and the south and north
Charlotte areas. The VA includes the
Veterans Health Administration, the
Veterans Benefits Administration and
the National Cemetery Administration.

Congress announced in January
1944 it would spend $500 million on
the construction of VA hospitals across
the nation. The Salisbury Chamber of
Commerce made a bid for the establish-
ment of a VA system in September 1944.
Then-President Leo Wallace along with
J. F. Hurley and Carroll T. Overton of
the Hospital Action Committee said the
application touted Salisbury’s geograph-
ically centered location, with 500,000
veterans living within 120 miles from
the proposed site. Additionally, Salis-
bury was located on the main line of
the Southern Railway system and at the
center of the state’s highway systems.

Months later, in December, engineers
from the federal VA Department made a
trip to visit the site. On April 3, 1945, the
Sunday Post reported Roosevelt signed
off on a site location in Salisbury. At the
time, it was the county’s largest building
project to date.

The VA Medical Center sits on 98
acres that had been donated by the
American Legion Samuel C. Hart Post
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Salisbury was center

of veteran activity
with VA hospital
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14, which is currently located at 5865
South Main St. Additionally, Duke Power
sold a 42-acre tract for the project at only
a third of what it was worth.

Salisbury’s campus also includes
the Salisbury National Cemetery An-
nex, which accommodates full casket
and in-ground cremated interments for
veterans.

Another article from September
1951 reported the groundbreaking for
the last of more than a dozen buildings
constructed for the VA at a total cost of
about $15 million. The main buildings
were also constructed with connecting
tunnels.

Salisbury VA Medical Center Chief of
Staff Dr. Randall Gehle said the doors
opened to patients for the first time in
October 1953, offering 21 buildings and
around 970 beds. At the time, many pa-
tients were receiving mental health-re-

The V.A. Medical Center.
(Salisbury Post file photo)

lated services.

In 1999, the Salisbury VA medical
center was named in honor of Willie
Gathrel Hefner, a Democrat who repre-
sented Rowan County in Congress for
12 terms beginning in 1974. He owned
radio station WRKB in Kannapolis and
was a southern gospel singer. During
his time in Congress, Hefner built a
reputation for advocating for veterans
and programs for senior adults such as
Social Security and Medicare.

Gehle said while other areas today
such as Charlotte and Winston-Salem
have become such hubs, Salisbury’s
branch employs almost 3,000 employees
and serves more than 30,000 veterans at
its facility alone. Approximately 100,000

" "
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unique veterans are serviced within the
medical system spanning Kernersville
and Charlotte.

Gehle said VA systems continue to
undergo market assessments and im-
provements today. In addition to being
aNavy veteran, Gehle is also a physician
who spent nearly two decades practic-
ing medicine in the private sector. Gehle
said it’s difficult to provide comprehen-
sive health care to all patients within the
private sector, but with the VA health
care system every patient has an entire
team dedicated to their health care from
day one. Veterans seeking services at
the Salisbury location are assigned so-
cial workers, primary care physicians,
nutritionists, pharmacy doctors and
mental health specialists and other med-
ical professionals.

“This is the health care that they’ve
earned,” he said.
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BY MIKE LONDON

mike.london@salisburypost.com

n 1997, after nearly 40 years of
football, West Rowan owned the
least tradition of any of Rowan
County’s schools.

Salisbury, North Rowan, South Row-
an and East Rowan had celebrated
championships and produced legendary
teams, but things had been relatively
quiet in Mount Ulla.

West had enjoyed a few good teams
and a few exciting teams, but no great
ones. There had been 147 wins, 240 loss-
es, 12 ties — and zero conference cham-
pionships.

West principal Henry Kluttz set out to
change that pattern. He hired a former
East Rowan lineman who was employed
as a Davie County assistant.

The new head coach’s name was Scott
Young.

oo

Young’s first season
at West Rowan was 1998.
Young was quite young,
\| only 26, when that season
got under way. He was
still learning. West went
3-8.

But the culture began
to change by 1999. Young was building
awinning staff and a winning program.
West started strong and finished 8-3.

Young’s third season, 2000, brought
that long-awaited first conference cham-
pionship for the men in light blue and
their patient fans. It was achieved in
the hardest way possible, by prevailing
on back-to-back weeks in fierce games
against the perennial neighborhood bul-
lies — A.L. Brown and Concord.

In 2001, West began a streak of win-
ning against county opponents that
would roll on and on and on.

In 2005, the Falcons put together
an undefeated regular season, but an

Young
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West Rowan’s

football dynasty

extended run in the state playoffs re-
mained elusive.

In 2008, the Falcons started out 1-1,
but that’s when West discovered the
perfect storm of junior running back
K.P. Parks, sophomore quarterback
B.J. Sherrill and a stellar defense that
included future NFL player Chris Smith.

That’s the season the Falcons cleared
that third-round hurdle.

Trailing Carver 16-7 at home with the
final minute ticking away in the third
quarter, West struck suddenly for a
60-yard touchdown on a pass thrown by
receiver Jon Crucitti to Brantley Hor-
ton. That was a future West Pointer and
a future Naval Academy man teaming
up. West would win — the most import-
ant victory the program ever had on its
home field— on a S0-yard run on a faked
punt by defensive back Austin Green-
wood.

That inspiring rally would galvanize
the fan base as never before. The Fal-
cons would roll on to their first 3A state
championship in 2008.

West would evolve into a true dynas-

West Rowan'’s KP Parks runs against
South Rowan High School during a
game in 2009. (Salisbury Post file photo)

ty. The Falcons would win the 3A state
championship again in 2009 with a per-
fect 16-0 season. Parks put up astound-
ing numbers and broke state records.

Parks would rush for 10,915 yards
in his four-year career and score 158
touchdowns. As a senior, he amassed
3,794 rushing yards and scored an in-
credible 59 TDs.

Then the Falcons went 16-0 again
and won 3A again in 2010, even without
Parks.

At that point, the Falcons had won 46
straight and accurately could boast that
they owned the nation’s longest active
winning streak.

In 2011, with all the legends gone, the
winning streak ended on opening night,
but it was still a program filled with the
belief that it would win every Friday. On
sheer will, those Falcons (13-3) made it
back to the state championship game and

finished as 3A runner-up.

West’s famed county winning streak
lasted for 11 years. It ended in dramatic
fashion in 2012 at East Rowan, 13-7, with
the Mustangs making a game-saving
tackle on their 1-yard line on the final
play.

A bit of magic slowly ebbed from
West’s program after that loss and some
of the mystique was shattered, although
steady winning continued and playoff
appearances were automatic.

When health issues forced Young to
step aside following the 2014 season, he
did so with a 172-54 record, three state ti-
tles and nine conference championships.

He had led the transformation of
West into a winning program. When he
finished, West was 292-201-12.

Young died on a November morning
in 2017. He was 46.

The night he died the football stadium
lights stirred to life and illuminated the
night sky not just at West, but at every
high school in the county at exactly 7:30
p.m. — Kickoff time — because Young
raised the bar for all of them.



Kayakers access the Yadkin River from the York Hill wildlife boat access near the Wil-Cox and
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U.S.29 bridges in the Trading Ford area. (Salisbury Post file photo)
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venience stores at major intersections
and interstate exits. Then, there were
camps on either side of the river for
travelers to dry off or purchase provi-
sions. Roads in the area still follow the
general direction of the centuries-old
trading path.

Trading Ford’s origins are lost in his-
tory, but a history compiled by Brownlee
says the Spanish built a fort inthe areain
1567, and the journals of early explorers
documented the location in 1670, 1674
and 1701. It became a major ford in the
Yadkin River as Europeans settled the
area.

Brownlee says the first bridge over
the Yadkin River in the Salisbury area
was the covered Beard Bridge in 1818,
just behind former N.C. Finishing Com-
pany site. Until then, travelers needed to
cross Trading Ford or use a ferry.

Modern bridges over the river are
much more recent. The current bridge,
which replaced twin spans that opened
in the mid 1900s, opened in 2012. The
Wil-Cox bridge, today only a pedestri-
an path, also wasn’t built until the 20th
century.

The oldest part of the ford in the riv-
er was about a mile downstream from
where bridges are today. Brownlee says
there are traces of roads used to get to
the ford on Duke Energy’s property near
the river, with large gullies cut into the
land by thousands of wagons passing
over it.

Today, Brownlee calls Trading Ford
aplace time has largely forgotten in the
21st century. That’s due in large part to
High Rock Dam’s construction in the
1920s, which flooded low-lying areas
at Trading Ford and prevented it from
being passable. The islands once used
to cross the river, however, can still be
seen east of the I-85 bridge.
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Tallest point
in county gets
Young name
rom old figure

Youngs Mountain in the Cleveland area as seen _from the intersection of Mountain Road and Lone Mountain Trail on the north side. The most prominent features of the mountain are radio,
cellphone and data towers on its peak. (Josh Bergeron photo)

BY JOSH BERGERON

Josh.bergeron@salisburypost.com

n a clear day, visitors to

Dunns Mountain can see

the skyline of uptown Char-

lotte or further, but the am-
bitiously named hill isn’t the tallest point
in Rowan County.

That title belongs to Young’s Moun-
tain, a point that rises nearly 1,100 feet
into the sky near the western Rowan
County town of Cleveland.

On Young’s Mountain, there is no
county park or viewing platform to look
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toward nearby cities. Instead, it’s home
to cellphone and internet broadcast
towers — a longtime use for the land-
mark. A few homes are on one side of
the mountain. Most of the western side
is owned by Myers Forest Products.

Young’s Mountain gets its name
from Samuel Young, who was born in
Scotland in 1721, emigrated to North
Carolina when it was a colony and died
in Rowan County in 1793.

Young represented Rowan County
in the 1774 provincial congress, which
met in New Bern, as well as the 1775
provincial congress in Hillsboro. He
was one of the county’s magistrates be-

fore the Revolutionary War. Then, the
magistrates had a much different set of
duties than today’s magistrates in their
downtown Salisbury office. He also was
named chairman of the Rowan Safety
Committee in 1775, which required him
to make an address to militia companies
in the county. He was also military trea-
surer for the county.

Cleveland Mayor Pat Phifer got to
know Young’s Mountain during vari-
ous childhood exploits. There are wild
turkeys, deer and old wildlife living on
the mountain, he said.

Phifer knows a bike that starts high
enough on the mountain can get up to 62

mph because of a friend who installed
a speedometer on his bicycle. The road
to the top isn’t paved anymore, which
makes cycling down difficult.

A snowstorm hasn’t dropped
enough precipitation in many years,
but Young’s Mountain is the best sled-
ding spot with a little advanced snow
packing preparation, he said. Today,
locked gates prevent the same kind of
mountaintop adventures, but it remains
a landmark for the western part of the
county.

“From our standpoint, it’s as close to
amountain as we’re going to get in west
Rowan,” Phifer said.



West Rowan’s
Chris Smith
blocked several
passes by Eastern
Alamance’s
Lamar Ivey

during a game in
2009. (Salisbury
Post file photo)

LAZYO VETS

We are your

ALL-IN-ONE

place for pets.

2916 S. Main St. Salisbury, NC

oA Eroc sl
Sallishury Post

1st Place

BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS THAT LAST A LIFETIME!

704.636.1100

Lazy5vets.com

" ete'una’zy Senvice
st place
oandmg/Szttmg Senvice

\,{“r Ist place
G’zoommg,Se'zwce
* I-Ist place

2021
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1st Place 1stPlace 1stPlace 1stPlace Salisbury Post

1st Place

ROWAN COUNTY
267th Year of 1y,
O ﬁ'\C eo f Sh e’?.ﬂ‘
MISSION: To provide professional law enforcement
to the citizens of Rowan County, North Carolina
through efficient and effective methods. This
mission encompasses functions of courthouse
security, civil process, operation of detention facility,
investigations and community patrol.

1754-1758 David Jones 1837-1841 John H. Hardie
1758-1759 Edward Hughes 1841-1849 Richard W. Long
1759-1763 Benjamin Miller 1849-1858 Caleb Kluttz
1763-1764 William Massey 1858-1865 W.A. Walton
1764-1767 Francis Locke 1865-1866 Solomon Kluttz
1767-1768  Griffith Rutherford 1867-1872 W.A. Walton
1768-1769 Andrew Allison 1872-1880 C. F Waggoner
1769-1769 Adam Allison 1880-1890 Charles C. Krider
1769-1771 William Temple Coles 1890-1900 J.M. Monroe
1771-1772  James McKay 1900-1906 D. R. Julian
1772-1774 Daniel Little, Esq. 1906-1908 Hodge Krider
1774-1777 James Kerr 1908-1914 ].H. McKenzie
1777-1779  Galbraith Falls 1914-1928 ].H. Krider
1779-1779 George Henry Berger 1928-1930 R.P. Lyerly
1779-1779  Samuel Hughey 1930-1931 W. Locke McKenzie
1779-1779 Josiah Rounsevall, Esq. ~ 1931-1932 Cal Miller
1780-1780 Moses Winslow, Esq. 1932-1950 ].H. Krider
1780-1781 William Brandon, Esq. ~ 1950-1966 Arthur J. Shuping
1781-1781 Peter Faust 1966-1986 John Stirewalt
1781-1782  James Craige 1986-1986 Junius L. “June” Bost
1782-1785 John Brevard Jr. 1986-1998 Robert “Bob” G. Martin
1785-1786 John Brevard Sr. 1998-2009 George Wilhelm
1786-1787 Hugh Terrence (Torrence) 2009-Present Kevin L. Auten
1787-1790 Lewis Beard
1790-1792  Isaac Jones
1792-1794 John Braly (Brawley) Jr.
1794-1808  John Troy
1808-1813 Edward Chambers
1813-1814  John Smith, Esq.
1814-1818 Alexander Frohock
1818-1820 John Beard, Esq.
1820-1824 Samuel Jones
1824-1826 Charles Fisher
1826-1828 Isaac D. Jones
1828-1837  Fielding Slater Sheriff Kevin L. Auten

" DIAL 911 TO REPORT CRIMES « TOUGH ON DRUGS "
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ROWAN-KANNAPOLIS

ABC BOARD

SAFER COMMUNITIES. STRONGER KNOWLEDGE.

* Atleast 7% revenue goes back into our
community for education

e Our initiative reaches more youth than any
other in the state

e 207,000 students reached so far

* Our board is top in the state for proactive
community outreach

* Recognized by State Legislators: Governor,
Lt. Governor, Senators, former & current local

& _— S N - ~
Lo ) . v b | H & . \

commun ii'y, Cify & cou nl‘y leaders Above: A photo likely taken in the 1890s shows Benny Martin, a Gold Hill resident and mine
worker, recovering gold by washing away debris. Water sprayed by Martin would keep the

G unwanted material moving while allowing the gold to stick to the mercury on the table. (Photo
Waﬁw @M m@’ courtesy of Vivian Hopkins)

Below: Patterson Farms seasonal favorite of various colored poinsettias is a popular gift for
decorating for the Christmas season. (Salisbury Post file photo)

UBWA'RD

Questions? Nanette Dillon 313-610-7705

Proactively together we do programs to teach
our community that:

“The preparation for the game of the life does

not include the practice of underage drinking”

~ Terry Osborne
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REALT VY. COM

Leading Rowan

Brokerage, Development, Property
Management, Investment Property

wallacerealty.com

704-636-2021

Rowan
Mutual Fire

BUSINESS

Excellence in Education
Enrolling NOW!
385 Lumen Christi Lane

704-633-2841 704-633-2676

S UMMERSETT “Celebrating our 114th Year Anniversary”

FUNER% HoMmE Goodman Millwork
A Century of Knowledge Applied to Craft
CREMATION CENTER T

and FE. Goodman Construction
Family Owned and Operated BANK

201 Lumber St., Salisbury NC

) fmbnc.com
www.goodmanmillwork.com

1315 W. Innes Street, Salisbury, NC 28144

www.summersettfuneralhome.com . .
Quality & Service are our most Important Assets

704-633-2111 704-633-2421 704-633-1772

Carolina Beverage

Corporation: S ALISBU RY RDUZER

MOTOR

| | MOTORCOMPANY

Great Parts, Great Service

salisburymotorcompany.com Great People - Come See Us!

1413 Jake Alexander Blvd S.
Salisbury, NC 700 W Innes Street, Salisbury 330 Depot St., Salisbury, NC

70%637-5881 704-636-1341 704-636-1041

PROGRESS EDITION
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The barn quilt mural on the side of the Cleveland Community Volunteer Fire Department. (Salisbury Post file photo)
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Towel City Tire

Since 1935

“Serving the Area with
Quality for 87 Years”

Brad Cauble/Danny Cauble
Owners

1601 North Ridge Avenue
Kannapolis, NC

704-933-2143

“Locally owned & operated”
Many thanks to all our customers!

1004 West Innes Street
Salisbury, NC

Like us on Facebook:
West Innes St., Dairy Queen

OPEN ALL YEAR!

G é o

4

‘%pa rbec;o‘o\
“bury, Nort®

“Salisbury’s Place Since 1965”
Restaurant & Catering

117 Statesville Blvd.

704-633-9953

BUSINESS HONOR ROLL

1935 ~ 87 Years

1950 ~72 Years

Frank C. Corriher
Beef & Sausage, Inc.

s = *;,‘ —
940 Daugherty Rd.
China Grove

Sausage « Country Ham
Livermush ¢ Chili
Other Beef & Pork

Products

704-857-5519

1947 ~ 75 Years

Az,

L.L. GOODNIGHT
AND SONS, INCORPORATED

YOUR LOCAL FARM & GARDEN CENTER

Lawn & Garden Supplies
Feed - Seed - Fertilizer

605 Saw Rd.
China Grove, NC

704-857-7207

11950 ~72Years

DAVIS . DAVIS

ATTORNEYS AT LAW, PC

e

1959 ~ 63 Years

ASSISTED LIVING CENTER

Raper’s HARRISON’S
of Spencer FLORIST
Wedding Supplies . .
Candles - Lots morel We sell the real rose - dipped in 24k gold
1012 Holmes Ave.
1109 N. Salisbury Ave. Salisbury, NC
Spencer, NC located off Grove St. near Novant Hospital
704-633-2701 704-636-4251

e SHOWROOM
CHAMBERLAIN with competitive
‘ey(termmators,LLc . e 1
<X pricing.

We're a family owned company
specializing in residential and commercial

pest management services. Plum bing
Supply, Inc.
1903 South Main St., Salisbury, NC —
S ol
704-633-2938 %ﬁ 704-857-2284

BETHAMY
= S nc.

Whatever the invidual’s
needs, our well-trained

team is dedicated to

- 1965 ~ 57 Years

From living room to dining room,
lighting to rugs, we are here
to assist you with great products

1660 N. Main St.
China Grove, NC 28023

We seek to educate, entertain,
inspire, engage and enrich
our community through
orchestral music

204 E. Innes St.

Salisbury, NC 28144
salisburysymphony.org barefurniture.co
704-216-1513 704-857-2619

China Grove

Serving all your
HVAC & Electrical
needs!

704-857-1186

Since 1950, our family-owned fulfilling them with respect Tuesday__saturday
firm h d ;
anfmeii;f;‘f;dﬁw‘m%%%es and compassion. 1205 Lln‘COInton Rd. 5 am-4 pm
215 N. Main St. LONG OR SHORT TERM STAYS Sallelll‘Y
Salisbury, NC 28144 909 N. Salisbury Ave. descor 1760 North Main Street,
davislawfirmnc.com berﬁfﬁ;ﬁgaﬁlﬁom «descoinc.com China Grove
704-639-1900 704-633-1985 704-633-6331 704-857-9417
1967 ~ 55 Years 3l 1967 ~ 55 Years 1969 ~ 53 Years
{ Salisbury / ‘ _
o ==
Bare < Beltone
E FURN'TU“E Helping the world hear better
' ] Co. . "
Z Gl 1005 South Main St. We help you hear

what you have
been missing.
Don't just live life,

n

hear it as well

704-636-6037

PROGRESS EDITION
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BeMedicine
Shoppeé

PHARMACY

LL

For over 50 years, we
are proud to be a local
pharmacy committed
to quality care

1357 W. Innes St.
Salisbury, NC 28144

medicineshoppesalisbury.com

704-637-6120

Ritchie's Steamway
Carpet & Upholstery
Cleaners

704-633-9418

Whitley, Jordan, Inge
& Rary, Attorneys and
Counselors at Law

305 N. Main St.
Salisbury, NC 28144

wjilaw.com

704-637-1111

Towne & Country

@ Centu ry 21 CLENN'S HAVES

“Technology helps
us stay connected, but
nothing replaces face to
face communication”

= SHOPPE
SRR RRRLL)

474 ]ake Alexander Blvd. Glenn S. Hayes, Attorney
110 West Innes Street
Salisbury, NC 28144 - 704-636-7100
7 04'63 7 = 7 7 2 1 Email: ghayes@glennshayesattorney.com

CTOoUT

B HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC. ™2

“Your source for indoor comfort solutions”

4243 South Main St., Salisbury

www.stoutheatingandair.com

704-633-8095

BUSINESS HONOR

SPIRIT OF ROWAN

42 Years Legal Experience/Lifetime Antiques

Putnam’s
Carpet
Sales Inc.

418 China Grove Hwy
Rockwell, NC 28138

704-279-3526

putnamscarpet1@gmail.com

SBG

SNOW_BENE
HEALTH INSURANCE SERVICES

Group Plans
Medicare Products

ROUP

Salisbury, NC 28144
snowbenefitsgroup.com

704-636-6681

See us for
antiques, art

& holiday decor
Wed.-Fri. 11 am-4 pm
Saturday 11 am-2 pm

Rowan Precision
Machinind nc.

Special Machining & Repair
Small Tool & Die Work.

All types Brazing & Welding

Reginald Hall, Owner
707 N. Salisbury Ave.
Granite Quarry

704-279-6092

LUKE’S
CORNER

Shoes and boots for men

and women since 1971

207 N. Main Street
Landis

704-857-5690

Stitchin’ PostyGifts

Voted best gift shop
in Rowan County

104 S. Main St.
Salisbury, NC 28144

spgifts.com

704-637-0708

Tom’s
Y
Care

Salisbury’s Best Choice
for Highest Quality Floor
and Upholstery Care
Commercial & Residential

Free Estimates =
Senior Discounts \___/

704-633-7030

!*‘w\ JISBUR
f-”““l SR

dg” SHOP

1628 W. Innes St.
Salisbury, NC 28144

flowersofsalisbury.com

704-633-5310

GARY'’S
[BAR-B-QUE]

Tuesday-Saturday
11 am-9 pm

620 North Hwy. 29,
China Grove

704-857-8314

GEHTRELLIS
S

Supportive Care

Trellis
Supportive

Care
TrellisSupport.org

704-637-7645

Windsor Gallery

JEWELERS

Your local jewelry
manufacturer, proudly
serving the Salisbury area
since 1984

1810 W. Innes St.
Salisbury, NC 28144

windsorgalleryjewelers.com

704-633-7115

TMIIEI.SAFE
& LOGK INC.

Your Physical Security
Specialist

Family owned and
operated local business

licensed by the state of NC

704-857-6957



NGIK

Sidewalk
Deli

Historic downtown
Salisbury’s favorite lunch spot

120 S. Main St.
Salisbury, NC 28144

sidewalkdeli.com

704-637-3354

BUSINESS HONOR ROLL

% NGK CERAMICS USA, INC.

SO/IATF 16949 Certified « ISO 14001 Certified
BS/OHSAS 18001 Certified

119 Mazeppa Rd., Mooresville

www.ngkceramics.com

704-664-7000

BARNHARDT

112 E. Innes St.

Salisbury, NC 28144

barnhardtjewelers.com

704-633-0618

T RI/NTTY
OAKS

728 Klumac Road, Salisbury, NC

www.trinityoaks.net

704-603-9202

JETER

Chiropractic Clinic

Know Chiropractic. Know Health.
SINCE 1949

jeterchiro.com

1001 North Main St.
Salisbury

704-633-5156

A

ALAN F. BURKE CPA, PA

Accounting, Financial
Planning, Bookkeeping,
Payroll, Tax Preparation

430 Jake Alexander Blvd. W.
Salisbury, NC

www.AlanBurkeCPA.com

704-633-8697

Ameriprise %

Financial

Michael J. Wright, CFP®
30 years experience
in financial planning

112 Moses Road
Suite B
Rockwell, NC 28138

ameripriseadvisors.com/michael jwright

704-754-5950

Y Cava c%esfaumnf

329 S. Church St.
Salisbury, NC 28144
lacavarestaurant.com

704-637-7174

HEE?I':;IU (.7 funﬁﬁ}l
Replacement Experts

24 Hour Emergency
Service

Service Contracts &
Financing Available

www.sasloop.com

704-857-5684

Godleyss

0 vsls,

quc

GARDEN :h““'
CENTER e VisA

& NURSERY, i

sior e BT
- Sress

Your complete One Stop Nursery, Landscaping,
Garden Center & Christmas Shop

2281 Statesville Blvd., Salisbury NC 28147
www.godleysgardencenter.com

704-638-0082

LAURELS

F SALISBL R Y
\s////\ nd Rehabilitation Center

215 Lash Drive
Salisbury

laurelsofsalisbury.com

704-637-1182

Anne Roland

Furniture

4011 Statesville Blvd.
Salisbury, NC

i

P Tuesday-Friday
’ 9:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Saturda
““93011;11 4§/Op.m.

annerolandfurniture.com

704-636-9191

LEONARD-HAMPTON

228 Statesville Blvd.
Salisbury, NC

mleonardhampton@gmail.com
Selling Salisbury...Successfully!

704-239-3096

Salisbury
Emporium

85 unique shops filled
with gifts, antiques, local
artwork, furniture, home

decor & much more!

230 East Kerr St.
Salisbury, NC

704-642-0039

1995 ~ 27 Years

1502 W. Innes St.
Salisbury, NC 28144

djsrestaurant.com

704-638-9647

Kepley & Son

Tractor Repair
& Restoration

2315 Briggs Road
Salisbury, NC

Gene & Billie Kepley I1I

704-633-7756

PROGRESS EDITION
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BUSINESS HONOR

BR©

BEAN REALTY GROUP
LLC

Offering a full line of real estate
services, including property
and HOA management

beanrealtygroup.com

1 Buffalo Avenue NW,
Suite 206, Concord

980-248-1756

2006 ~ 16 Years

Your one-stop shop for gifts,
home accessories,
and clothing!

200 S. Main St.
Salisbury, NC 28144

shopcaniche.com

704-638-5522

Premium bicycles, gear,
apparel, service & repairs

111 W. Innes St.
Salisbury, NC 28144

skinnywheels.com

704-762-9537

2013~ 9Years

SalisburySalop&Spa

210 East Innes St.
Salisbury

www.salisburysalonspa.com

704-310-5941

SPIRIT OF ROWAN 2022

1510 W. Innes St.
Salisbury, NC 28144

romanositaliantogo.com

704-636-2221

112°S. Main St.
Salisbury, NC 28144

conferencewear.com

704-637-5144

475 Jake Alexander Blvd W #101
Salisbury, NC

704-636-0200

118 N. Avalon Drive
Salisbury

704-603-8338

Penrod Medical
EQUIPMENT
In home sales and service
for all of your medical
supply needs

1806 W. Innes St.
Salisbury, NC 29144

penrodmedical.com

704-630-1155

2009 ~ 13 Years‘:»

F’LiTax
Consultants

Providing tax
preparation and
accounting services.

1121 Old Concord Rd
Salisbury, NC 28146

704-638-5895

Mamﬁ eam

Grooming, pet food
and supplies ... See our
inventory of reptiles!

5675 South Main Street
Salisbury

704-642-0004

il

REALTY, INC.
Teresa Rufty « Owner
Broker in charge
131 E. Innes St., Suite 305
Salisbury, NC 28144

www.tmrrealtyinc.com

704-245-6184
704-433-2582

Taste ;;;_-_Greece

-
Fresh & Healthy

1714 W. Innes St., Salisbury, NC 28144
mykonosgrillnc.com

704-762-9590

Faye’s
Microblading

Brows ¢ Eyeliner

See Faye
at Shear
Creations

806 S. Salisbury Ave.
Granite Quarry

980-332-9050

THE og
ete

FARMHOUSE

Vintage Inspired Home
Decor & Unique Gifts

“Our door is always open!”
166 North Broad Street
Mooresville, NC 28115

980-444-9151

)X(
Cabarrus Rowan

Community Health
Centers, Inc.

Health care at 10
locations, including
Salisbury, China Grove,
Spencer and Concord

crchc.org

Pitro

MEXICAN GRILL & CANTINA

A Mexican Tradition

1030 Freeland Dr
Salisbury, NC

www.elpatronsalisburync.com

704-636-5300

&M/@M

Formerly Neil's Paint & Body Shop
Branson Lefler,
Owner/Operator

ASE Certified Shop

1685 Kluttz Rd., Salisbury, NC

(704) 209-1203
(704) 279-5605

704 B J. Alexander Blvd W
Salisbury, NC 28147

phenomwellcbd.com

980-330-3073




DAN www.dannicholas.net
g% 6800 Bringle Ferry Road, Salisbury, NC

L2
N ‘ m 28146 *704-216-7800 or 1-866-767-2757

IAI

> an original.

665 Black Road, Salisbury, NC 28146

550 Sloan Road, Mt. Ulla, NC
28125 704-637-7776

Dunns Mountain Road, Salisbury, NC
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DREAMERS
Fodex

r Rowa“

LET US HELP YOU
CELEBRATE!

Custom Yard Cards
Birthday
Graduation
Retirement
Gender Reveal
& More

(704) 239-5263 &) © ... . iondreamerstowancom

PROGRESS EDITION 61



SPIRIT OF ROWAN

20

Above: Aerial
photo of the
1-85 Yadkin
River Bridge
project in 2012,

Left: A family

exits Rowan

Wildlife
Adventures at
Dan Nicholas
Park. (Salisbury
Post file photos)




The Back S/aop in operation at Spencer Shops in 1905. (Salisbury Post file photo)

Fortner
DMD

Don Fortner, DMD
Zachary Williams, DMD

Family &
Cosmetic Dentistry

New Patients Welcome!

It is an honor to be your choice 6 years in a row

ROCO: ROCO : ROCO : ROCO ROCO : ROCOj
g\l bt Pol gSallsbunPost gbahsburyPosl gwhsburyl’ost gSaJISburvPosl 341 buryPo[

1st Place 1stPlace 1stPlace 1stPlace 1stPlace 1stPlace

1834 Jake Alexander Blvd West, Suite 504, Salisbury
/704-636-1848 www.FortnerDentalGroup.com

e %ﬁfd[lﬂ% —

Organ Lutheran Church

Pastor Tonya Brittain

Visit our web-site at www.organlutheran.church
for service times and events.

515 Organ Church Rd Sallsbury, NC| 704-279- 3096
www.organlutheran.church
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OLD FASHION CANDY AND GIFT SHOP

Monday - Friday ¢ 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Saturday ¢ 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM

15725 Mooresville Road ¢ Mooresville, NC 28115

704-660-0971

e
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WE A RaLeH
BAKER'S SHOES

-

Locally owned & . 428 N. Main Street | Salisbury, NC
locally operated :

HOURS: - 704-636-1850

MON.- SAT. 9:30-5:30 | www.RalphBakerShoes.com
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JEWELERS

Pﬁ‘ffk'lﬂm S P E N c E R ONTIME!

History lives at the N.C. Transportation Museum - the home
of Spencer Shops, the largest remaining Roundhouse in North
America, locomotive restorations, train rides, big events,
and so much more!
Plan your visit today at Over 30 vears serving
www.nctransportationmuseum.org. the Rowan C()lll]i}_' area

I-85 at Exit 79 - Spencer, NC | 704.636.2889 112 E. Innes St. Downtown Salisbury  704.633.0618

PROGRESS EDITION



WORSHIP HONOR RC

Congratulations to the following worship centers from Rowan and surrounding counties!

Unity
Presbyterian Church
885 Woodleaf Barber Rd.,
Cleveland, NC 27013
704-278-4248
unitypresbyterianchurch.com
“To praise our GOD through worship,
prayet, music, and to glorify HIM forever”

) 1895 ~ 127 Years <

Luther’s
Lutheran Church
4955 Richfield Rd.,
Richfield, NC 28137
704-279-4974
lutherslutheran.org
Founded 1828

1899 ~ 123 Years

Oakgrove Baptist Church
1205 S. Main Street
China Grove, NC 28023
www.theoakgrovebc.com

704-857-3208

Faith Lutheran Church
Love God, Love Each Other,
Serve Humanity
The Rev. Rob Crawford
205 S. Main St.
Faith, NC 28041
www.faithlutheranfaithnc.com

704-279-2500

1882 ~ 140 Years

Providence United
Methodist Church

6450 Bringle Ferry Rd.,

Salisbury, NC 28146
704-633-5326

https://www.pumc-salisbury.org

Founded 1838

“Growing together in God’s Grace”

First Baptist Church

of Salisbury

223 N. Fulton St.,
Salisbury, NC 28144
704-633-0431
www.fbcsalisbury.org
Founded 1849

Concordia
Lutheran Church

A congregation of the
North American Lutheran Church

Rev. Ken Reed
170 Concordia Church Rd.
At Hwy 152 West
China Grove NC
concordia-lutheran.org
concordial85@gmail.com

704-857-2163

> 1941 ~ 81 Years ¢

Baptist Church

2785 Dunn’s Mountain Rd.,

Salisbury, NC 28146
704-637-9324
Founded 1899
“A Place of Love, Hope,
and Transformation”

> 1953 ~ 69 Years < >

1964 ~ 58 Years

North Main
Baptist Church
1501 North Main St.,
Salisbury, NC 28144
704-637-2929
www.northmainonline.com
Founded 1909

Word of Life Family
Worship Center
726 East Liberty St.,
Salisbury, NC 28144

704-633-2431

wordoflifefwcc.org
‘A Christ-Centered Church reaching

the entire family with the love of Christ”

CHRE]
»

(R

R
RCA Church

923 N. Salisbury GQ Ave.,

Salisbury, NC 28146
704-279-6676

www.RCAchurch.org

info@RCAchurch.org
Founded 1964

“Serving Rowan Co. since 1964”

New Covenant
Baptist Church
1400 Stone Ave.,
Kannapolis, NC 28083
704-933-6523
Founded 2016
“A loving caring church”

U

i

Immanuel
Presbyterian Church
365 Brown Rd.,

China Grove, NC 28023
704-855-5555
presbyterianchurchchinagrove.com

«Qpoa A€t

congreg inistering fo

all, especially to older adults”
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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AC/Heating Service Garden Center Park

STOUT HEATING & AIR GODLEY’S GARDEN CENTER DAN NICHOLAS PARK

4243 S Main St, Salisbury 2281 Statesville Blvd, Salisbury 6800 Bringle Ferry Rd, Salisbury
(704) 633-8095 (704) 638-0082 (704) 216-7800

stoutheatingandair.com

Bedding/Furniture

godleysgardencenter.com

Landscaping Service

R&J FURNITURE GODLEY’S GARDEN CENTER
1015 N Salisbury Ave, Spencer 2281 Statesville Blvd, Salisbury
(704) 633-4677 (704) 638-0082
rifurniturexpress.com godleysgardencenter.com
Car Wash Mexican Cuisine
SAM’S CAR WASH EL PATRON
800 East Innes Street, Salisbury 1030 Freeland Dr, Salisbury
(704) 636-8101 & (704) 636-5300
1022 West Innes Street, Salisbury elpatronsalisburync.com
(704) 633-4256
samscarwashkl.com Retirement/

Assisted Living Facility
Chiropractic TRINITY OAKS
JETER CHIROPRACTIC 820 Klumac Rd, Salisbury
1001 N Main St, Salisbury (704) 637-3784
(704) 633-5156 trinityoaks.net
jeterchironc.com

Pre-Owned Car Dealer
Dentist SALISBURY MOTOR COMPANY
FORTNER DENTAL GROUP 700 West Innes St., Salisbury
1834 Jake Alexander Blvd W., Salisbury (704) 636-1341
(704) 636-1848 salisburymotorcompany.com
fortnerdentalgroup.com

Funeral Service Provider

POWLES STATON
FUNERAL HOME

913 W Main St, Rockwell
(704) 279-7241
powlesfuneralhome.com

Seafood

BLUE BAY

1007 E Innes St, Salisbury
(704) 633-9585

2050 Statesville Blvd, Salisbury
(704) 639-9500

- . AT

See a complete list of winners at www.rocogold.com

rowancountync.gov/185/
Dan-Nicholas-Park

Place to Entertain Kids

DAN NICHOLAS PARK

6800 Bringle Ferry Road, Salisbury
(704) 216-7800
rowancountync.gov/185/
Dan-Nicholas-Park

Prom/Bridal

A PERFECT DRESS

590 Corriher Gravel Road, China Grove
(704) 855-2427

aperfectdresscg.com

Shoes

RALPH BAKER'’S SHOES
428 N Main St, Salisbury
(704) 636-1850
ralphbakershoes.com

Sushi

KATANA

475 Jake Alexander Blvd W #101, Salisbury
(704) 636-0200

katanafusion.com

Veterinary Service

LAZY 5 VETS
2916 S Main St, Salisbury
(704) 636-1100

b,

R A ESihae g
These were voted
THE BEST in Rowan County!

Thank you to everyone who nominated and voted.

Look for a new season of voting this August!
G- s
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 The
manufacturing
process for
making

& headstones at
" the quarry at

\ Granite Quarry.
' (Salisbury Post

. ﬁle photo)

WE N|C GARDE“ .
YOUR TIRES, E“EUESIRE'R
Oil Change * Brakes * Shocks

USED TIRE GENTER

118 North Avalon Drive - Salisbury  Visit us at
7104-603-8338

. s.la‘zuu.ied umn-| . s.|.|Dg Bmzng siopaag pdig - seLuu.D pu

godleysgarden center.com

n
.
L
Q
«Q
7]
L]
B
0
=
o
5
~<

INM -

SALISBURY

M Ritchie ‘s Steamway =/ =7 Miﬂ

the magazine

SUBSCRIBE today by calling

704-797-POST
Or use the online form at
www.SalisburyTheMagazine.com

Salisbury Post Salisbury P

Carpet&Uphds[ery 151 lace Ts pace T

get bathroom tile cleaned 3 rooms $100

ADVERTISE in SALISBURY for 50% off.

the magazine by calling
704-797-4235 or emailing A
sales@salisburythemagazine.com v

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

52+ years in business.
704.633.941 WE ALSO CLEAN
ORIENTAL RUGS

Salisbury Post

Place

FREE Deodorization

CIeaners with any service.

Tile & Grout cleaning available.  50% off onsite run cleaning.
Get your Kitchen tile cleaned & Sofa, & 1area $100.

ness.
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ARE YOU REACHING CUSTOMERS?

It’s a digital world, we have digital solutions

-DIGITAL AD TARGETING STRATEGIES
Includes site retargeting, contextual targeting, search
retargeting, geo-targeting down to address specific levels.

-TARGETED EMAIL MARKETING
Using massive database of verified opt-in consumers that
allow marketers to reach relevant prospects.

“WEBSITE DESIGN AND HOSTING 8 F:' d Ig ita I

Afforfiable website de31gn‘s that can get any business up and A DIVISION OF THE SALISBURY POST
running affordably, and give a business with a dated site a . .

) www.salisburypostdigital.com
fresh makeover that can increase google search results. sales@salisburypost.com

336-608-1180
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The arched VVi/—Coxria’ge that spans the Yadkin River from Davidson County southward to
Rowan County was built by 1924 in the Trading Ford area. (Salisbury Post file photo)

Salisbury’s Best Choice for Highest Quality
FLOOR & UPHOLSTERY CARE
Commercial and Professional Steam Cleaning « Carpet - Tile

Residential Upholstery - Wood e« Oriental Rugs
(Pick-Up/Delivery available)

2021 5 Q
ROCO
g Sa 11151)111\ Posl

We can assist you with flood damage 1st Place
TOM’S
Since CARPET FREE ESTIMATES
1981 CARE SENIOR DISCOUNT
= 704-633-7030

704-639-9500

2050 Statesville Blvd.
Mon.-Thurs 4-9; Fri. 11-9:30 Mon.-Thurs 4-9; Fri. 11-9:30
Sat. 3-9:30 & Sun. 11-9 Sat. 3-9:30 & Sun. 11-9

Open For Lunch on Friday & Sunday at Both Locations
No Personal Ghecks <= visa @ FT==1

704-633-9585
1007 East Innes St.
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BESTIN
AUTO

REPAIR!
1st Place w Follow us on [

429 S. Main St., Salisbury, NC 704-310-5718

For all your automotive needs

\{|I\hlll_\ E’tm

464 Jake Alexander Blvd W.
Salisbury, NC 28147
704-633-0023
www.hearingsolutionsofnc.com

(earlngSolutlons
of North Carolina

Heat:na & L' aahna

702-85 7~5 684

PROUDLY SERVING ROWAN
AND CABARRUS COUNTIES
FOR 25 YEARS.

Find us on Facebook.

Just call anytime, day or night:
704-857-5684



PRODUCT DESCRIPTION

XV20i TRUCOMFORT™ TO SIMULATE 5 YEARS OF ENVIRONMENTAL EXPOSURE, WE PUT
TEST OUR PRODUCTS THROUGH EXTREME TEMPERATURE FLUCTUATIONS
SYSTEM EXTREME INSIDE THE SEET LAB-PUSHED BEYOND WEATHER SEEN
ENVIRONMENTAL TEST ANYWHERE IN NORTH AMERICA. WE TEST, SO IT RUNS.

VOTED BEST
o IN AIR CONDITIONING

& HEATING IN ROWAN COUNTY
' HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC. ‘

. ' “The Doctor of Home Comfort” s 2017 5/ 2018 ; | 2020 5/ %7
RO"O RC}CO rOCO 7 RO(O 1 d ROCO

243 S. Main St., Salisbury., NC go d QOlc d Hold Hold

&'“ﬁ} \l]l.\'llr\ Ilhi \“"j \:Irh:n Rt

1st Place 1st Place 1stPlace 1stPlace 1st Pluce 1st Place

y l’lN

704-633-8095 « www.stoutheatingandair.com

- s . T —— - 'ﬁ.ﬂ e, WY
e i " [ . 'l \‘.". n-“,uv
. o B ptve \\ -
™y e S R
“'3% *ﬁrw / .y ©
» J 4 =
o g 14 « A .
n

PROGRESS EDITION 71




Thanking the
community for
VOTING CARMAZONE
THE BEST!

* BUY 2 TIRES
GET 2 TIRES FREE!!

428 JAKE ALEXANDER BLVD =
S. SALISBURY, NC 28147 SIERiCIce

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO

Sahsbury Post

704-931-5340 CALL OR

TEXT NOW!
= - Nobody beats a %&%
1 A CARmazone dedl,

- N O BO D I e0eo
PEOPLE S CHOICE AWARDS

\ ™ . We service all makes & models Sahsbury Post
no matter where you purchased

your vehicle.
* Ask about our pay later program. F I N A I-I ST

Where you can get your vehicle
repaired today & pay the bill later.

\L" | & FLEXIBLE PAYMENT OPTIONS!
s %

www.carmazone.com
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