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STRENGTH

EVERY STEP OF THE WAY

There’s no doubt about it: This last
year has been difficult. And it got
even more difficult for the F&M Bank
family, with the recent passing of
Paul Fisher. But one thing we know
for sure is that things will get better.
Because they always do. As we
celebrate Mr. Paul’s life, we reflect
on the legacy the Fisher family has
created for the communities

F&M Bank serves.

Our strength and stability can be
seen even in our name, which never
changes. And we must be doing
something right because our clients
have voted us “Best Bank” for 10 years
in a row, while our employees have
made us one of the “Best Places to
Work” for two years in a row, and

the leader of our team, Steve Fisher,
was recently listed among the area’s
“Most Admired CEOs.” Through good
times and bad, our commitment
remains the same: ‘to provide
knowledgeable service with integrity
and a smile, and remain focused on
our communities.

Thanks for these lessons and so
many more, Mr. Paul.

A Tradition for Life

bnc.com

Member FDIC
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Next-Level Cancer Care,
Right Here In Salisbury.

Get the Compassionate When you or someone you love faces cancer, you want advanced
> treatments, access to the latest clinical trials and personalized
expert cancer care you care. And you want it close to home.
deserve at Novaﬂt Health You have a new choice: Novant Health Wallace Cancer Institute,
. in Salisbury. You can get access to the latest clinical trials and
Wa”ace Caﬂcel’ |nSt|tUte. treatments — and personalized care that’s with you every step of
the way.

¢ Your own personal nurse navigator to guide you
through treatment and recovery

¢ Medical and radiation oncology
e Access to clinical trials
¢ Infusion, lab and imaging

¢ Genetic counseling

Access to support groups and a social worker

At Wallace Cancer Institute, you’ll have next-level cancer care
that’s miles ahead — not miles away.

O

Tour us from the comfort of your home at
NovantHealth.org/WallaceCancer

B NOVANT Novant Health Wallace Cancer Institute

m HEALTH 631 Mocksville Ave., Salisbury, NC 28144 « 704-210-7600

© Novant Health, Inc. 2021
3/21+ NH-704767
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

Reasons to be optimistic

andemics tend to spoil

even the best-laid plans.

That was certainly

the case with last year’s
Spirit of Rowan publication — an
annual special section aimed at
highlighting the people and places
in Salisbury and Rowan County.
It’s inserted with a Sunday edition
of the Post in March and usually
requires that the final product
be sent to the printer two weeks
before it runs in print.

So, as we made finishing
touches and prepared to send it
to the printer in March 2020, we
grew worried when things started
to get canceled en masse. Schools
were closed for at least two weeks.

If events were not canceled, they
were postponed. For multiple days
in a row, we ran a list of closings,
postponements and cancellations.

It was hard enough to keep up
with the daily news cycle. What
were we going to do about a
publication the newsroom and ad-
vertising staff worked for months
to put together?

The solution was to send it to
the printer as a sign there was still
plenty to be optimistic about in
our community after the pandem-
ic subsided.

More than ever, this year’s pub-
lication proves there are reasons
to be optimistic about the next
generations of young people in

Salisbury who are dreaming big
and leading positive efforts toward
change. It’s not intended to be
comprehensive. There are hun-
dreds about whom the Post staff
could have written for this year’s
Spirit of Rowan. But we hope this
serves as a good sampling of the
many people who are doing good
work in Salisbury and Rowan
County.

In Granite Quarry, Drew
Harwood is leading his family’s
business to new heights and em-
bracing the truth there’s value to
hometown customer service.

In Rowan-Salisbury Schools,
Nicole Buckner and Dominique
Bates are leading children along a

path to a bright future.

Realtor Karla Foster is hard at
work launching a realty business
and selling families and couples on
the good idea of living in Salisbury
and Rowan County.

Mahogany Koontz is setting her
sights on a future that includes
work on social issues and activism
after successfully organizing people
around the need for change last
year.

Shaneesa Smith is helping to
build the future of Salisbury’s po-
lice force. Ryan Stowe is growing
his criminal defense law practice.

We hope you enjoy this edition
of the Salisbury Post’s Spirit of

Rowan publication.

ROWAN AT A GLANCE

Population

(2019 U.S. Census estimates)
* Rowan County: 142,088
* Salisbury: 33,988

* Kannapolis: 50,841

¢ China Grove: 4,213

* Spencer: 3,241

e Landis: 3,127

* Granite Quarry: 2,994

e Rockwell: 2,147

* East Spencer: 1,549

* Cleveland: 881

e Faith: 801

Gender, race
and ethnicity

(U.S. Census estimates)

* Men in Rowan County: 69,730

* Women in Rowan County:

71,532

* White alone, not Hispanic
or Latino: 71.7%

* Hispanic or Latino: 9.2%

¢ Black or African-American
alone: 16.8%

e American Indian and Alaska
native: 0.6%

e Asian alone: 1.3%

* Native Hawaiian and other
Pacific Islander: 0.1%

¢ Two or more races: 1.7%

4 SPIRIT OF ROWAN 2021

- People

* Births in Rowan County: 1,593 (2018)
* Deaths in Rowan County: 1,663 (2018)

Land and water

* Total acres of land: 327,141

* Land area is square miles: 511.37

* Population per square mile: 270.7

* Total acres of farmland: 121,145 acres

acres (Rowan and Davidson)

* Shoreline total: 365 miles (Rowan
and Davidson)

. Business and

. economy

* New commercial building

: permits in 2020: 39

. ¢ New residential building

: permits in 2020: 619

* Median household income:
: $48,667

* Per capita income in past 12
. months: $25,117

. o Persons in poverty: 16.3%

* Water surface of High Rock Lake: 15,180 '« Total employer establishments

. in2017: 2,630

.+ Total annual payroll of all
. employer establishments: $1.96
. billion
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Granite Tire-.&

Alignment, Inc.

Chris Brown - Owner
Granite Quarry, NC

105 North Salisbury Avenue

704-279 6421

signtists at work since 1954

MODERN PRINTING|
FROMASHOP |
;,: TRUSTEDFOR |
3 GENERATIONS |

‘ fflnce 7554
704-279-7333 ) 105 Depot Street
408 South Salisbury Ave., Granite Quarry ' Granite Quarry, NC

Mon.-Sat. 10am-9pm 704 209-1 024 704-279'7333 n ¢=
- O TAR T RN = e R i

£

The difference is in the Price.

B CROSSBOWS AND
| ACCESSORIES
2 Convenient Locations in Rowan County 3
704.279.2579 704.856.2579

110 E. Bank Street North End Plaza 980-332-0745

Granite Quarry 422 N. Hwy. 29 - China Grove % 409S. Sallshurv Avenue GQ - Salishury, NC 28146 muml'm]'“mmm[ss \:&a
P e B = AT ~ s |

@m Special Machining

& Repair

PRECISION Small Tool &
| MACHINING: | Die e

INC. All Types of
Reginald Hall Brazing & Welding
Owner

&

EXICAN RESTAURAN

128 S.Salisbury Avenue GQ
Granite Quarry, Nc

{" 707 N. Salisbury Ave, Granite Quarry, NC

704-279-6092 Fax: 704-279-5280

G. rowanprecisionmachine@windstream.net
. . 3 ¥
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SMILING FACES
& FRIENDSHIPS
ABOUND

24-Hour Security
Billiards Room

Bistro, Outdoor &
Full-Service Dining

Fithess Center
Full-Service Bank
Hair Salon

Housekeeping

Indoor Heated Pool
Library

Lifelong Learning
Local Transportation
Maintenance Free

On & Off-Site Activities
Pet Friendly

704-603-9202 - trinityoaks.net - 728 Klumac Road
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BY CARL BLANKENSHIP

carl.blankenship@salisburypost.com

ominique Bates is a Salisbury

native who attended all the

North Rowan schools growing

up before he went off to start his
undergraduate career.

Bates, 36, started at UNC Charlotte and
spent a year there before transferring to
Winston-Salem State University, where he
graduated with a bachelor’s degree in man-
agement information systems.

Bates’ title with Rowan-Salisbury Schools
is associate director of career and technical
education (CTE) and director of work-based
learning and community partnerships.

Summarizing what he does, Bates said
the bulk of his work is ensuring all of the
district’s students have a plan to be either
enrolled, enlisted or employed when they
graduate from high school.

The other main piece of his job is help-
ing students get internships, apprenticeships
and exposing them to careers they may want
to pursue. Bates said exposing students to
opportunities and making them aware of
what they could do is key to their success
and have a plan when they graduate high
school.

“For a lot of people my age, there was only
one plan: go to college,” Bates said. “Get a
degree, get a job. Well, there’s a lot more
options out there were trying to expose our
students to.”

Bates said what is best is individual to
each student — whether that is an appren-
ticeship, military service or a career that
requires a four-year degree — the district
wants to help them understand how to get
where they are going.

Another impact of the work is showing
students what they do not want to do. If a
student is interested in health care but fig-
ures out through exposure the medical field

8 SPIRIT OF ROWAN 2021

Right career

Dominique Bates steers students toward path that works for them

Dominique Bates is CTE career development coordinator for Rowan-Salisbury Schools.

"

Salisbury Post file photos



Rl
)

IHHHHH r ] l"‘

alelsls
b b

I

Dominique
Bates ties

the shoe of

his nephew
Elijah Bates

in the hallway
at Elizabeth
Hanford Dole
Elementary
school in 2012,

Voted Best Funeral
Home Five Years
in 2 Row.

Rocoj i ROCO 51\ ROCO
g Salishury Post my Salishury Post == Salishury Post

1st Place 1stPlace 1stPlace

SallsburvPost
1st Place 1st Place

POWLES STATON

FUNERAL HOME

913 WEST MAIN STREET * P.O. BOX 248
ROCKWELL, NC 28138

704-279-7241 PowlesFuneralHome.com
7 \eterans
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1754-1758 David Jones

ROWAN COUNTY
266th Year of 1z,

Oﬁlce OfShe]?'ﬂ‘

MISSION: To provide professional law enforcement
to the citizens of Rowan County, North Carolina
through efficient and effective methods. This
mission encompasses functions of courthouse
security, civil process, operation of detention facility,

investigations and community patrol.

1837-1841

John H. Hardie

is not for them, that saves the student from
spending money on the wrong education.
More importantly, it saves them from in-
vesting time and effort in a field that will
not suit them.

Bates said the goal of what he does is to
help students follow their passions so they
can find their purpose in life. His own sto-
ry is one of taking stepping stones that lead
him to where he is now.

“I took the long route,” Bates said.

Bates managed a cellphone kiosk while he
attended Winston-Salem State and planned
to work in IT after graduating.

He started working at R] Reynolds after
he graduated. The money was good, but his

for part time while he held down the IT
job, but Radio Shack’s financial woes were
increasing and that job disappeared.

He worked a few temporary stafling
agency jobs and eventually moved back to
Salisbury for a job in a leasing department.
He started volunteering in schools and was
a volunteer coach at North Rowan Middle
School. Terrence Snider, the assistant prin-
cipal at the school at the time, told Bates he
needed to work in education.

Snider later became principal at Knox
Middle school and offered Bates a position
as a business teacher at the school. Fast for-
ward a few years, and another administrator
saw something else in him and helped Bates

1758-1759 Edward Hughes
1759-1763 Benjamin Miller
1763-1764 William Massey
1764-1767 Francis Locke
1767-1768  Griffith Rutherford
1768-1769 Andrew Allison
1769-1769 Adam Allison
1769-1771 William Temple Coles
1771-1772  James McKay
1772-1774 Daniel Little, Esq.
1774-1777 James Kerr
1777-1779 ~ Galbraith Falls
1779-1779 George Henry Berger
1779-1779  Samuel Hughey
1779-1779 Josiah Rounsevall, Esq.
1780-1780 Moses Winslow, Esq.
1780-1781 William Brandon, Esq.
1781-1781 Peter Faust

1781-1782  James Craige

1841-1849 Richard W. Long
1849-1858 Caleb Kluttz
1858-1865 W.A. Walton
1865-1866 Solomon Kluttz
1867-1872 W.A. Walton
1872-1880 C. F Waggoner
1880-1890 Charles C. Krider
1890-1900 ].M. Monroe
1900-1906 D. R. Julian
1906-1908 Hodge Krider
1908-1914 ].H. McKenzie
1914-1928 J].H. Krider
1928-1930 R.P. Lyerly
1930-1931 W. Locke McKenzie
1931-1932 Cal Miller

1932-1950 J.H. Krider

1950-1966 Arthur J. Shuping
1966-1986 John Stirewalt
1986-1986 Junius L. “June” Bost
1782-1785 John Brevard Jr. 1986-1998 Robert “Bob” G. Martin
1785-1786  John Brevard Sr. 1998-2009 George Wilhelm
1786-1787 Hugh Terrence (Torrence) 2009-Present Kevin L. Auten
1787-1790 Lewis Beard

1790-1792 Isaac Jones

1792-1794 John Braly (Brawley) Jr.
1794-1808 John Troy

1808-1813 Edward Chambers
1813-1814  John Smith, Esq.
1814-1818 Alexander Frohock
1818-1820 John Beard, Esq.
1820-1824 Samuel Jones
1824-1826 Charles Fisher
1826-1828 Isaac D. Jones ; )
1828-1837  Fielding Slater Sheriff Kevin L. Auten

" DIAL 911 TO REPORT CRIMES « TOUGH ON DRUGS "
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heart was not in it.

He was fixing devices and troubleshoot-
ing issues, but he missed the human inter-
action he thrived on.

“Long story short, I ended up quitting
that job,” Bates said.

He became a district manager for the Ra-

dio Shack kiosks he had continued to work

advance to a career development coordina-
tor position at Salisbury High School. The
work was similar to what he does now.

“This is perfect for me,” Bates said.

Bates said he has been molded along the
way by other people who have turned him
into who he is today, though he expects he
still has some stepping stones ahead of him.
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Town of Rockwell | |

North Carolina ‘ H a rdwa re
Remembering The Past o of Rockwell

While Looking Towards
The Future

The helpful place.

Traeger, Green Egg and Weber Grills

Mon.-Fri. 8-6; Sat. 8-5, Sun. 1-5
229 East Main St., Rockwell, NC | 704.279.5269

4452525?%5@% Furniture and
B0 % Home Decor

ﬂd’ ;@_,6% For Every Room

Family owned and operated x@? In Your Home!

Visit us online at rockwellnc.gov

for over 30 years
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~ 8525 Hwy 52 Rockwell, NC  704-209-1367

[ 966 W. Main Street (Food Lion Shopping Center)
Rockwell - 980-332-0010

Thank

~ e FHower Qasket

' Full service florist in the Rockwell
Sy s [ ) and surrounding area since 1982

e I We will design breathtaking floral yo U
' 5 ‘,,(prm%gements for all occasions from for you;
3 -' sympathy, weddings, anniversaries, S(LjJLFJ)rFi)nOé
. ?hd , get well and just b
i 2 irthdays, get well and just because. COVID-19! S s

319 Broad Street (704) 279- 4985 wwwRockwellFlowers com www. LosJacubesMexicanRestaurant.com
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'YARD STUFF

Bring Your Floor to life.

Modern Deco LVT | Dura Ceramic

—~SHEDS Quickstep Laminate
T Carpet | Vinyl
(704)209-3700 Waterproof Flooring
BUY OR RENT TO OWN!

Bark And Mulch « Driveway Stone  Masonry Sand %
+ Pine Straw « Grain Straw « Paver Stones
«Top Soil « Light Houses « Ponds & Waterfalls
« Yard Decor « Wind Spinners « Flag Poles & Flags
Mail Box Covers « Seasonal

7295 HIGHWAY 152 EAST - ROCKWELL, NC

—

Putnam'’s Carpet
418 China Grove Hwy. ¢ 704.279.3526
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Photos by Wayne Hinshaw, for the Salisbury Post
Principal Nicole Buckner sits in a first grade class of the Accelerate Rowan Lab School at Koontz Elementary. Teacher Savannah Everhart is on the right.

Impacting students

Principal Nicole Buckner ignites passion at Koontz Elementary

BY CARL BLANKENSHIP Principal
carl.blankenship@salisburypost.com Nicole
Buckner
speaks
icole Buckner did not arrive in North Carolina with Jord
until she went to college. Romano,
She was born in Atlanta and grew up in Co- director of
nyers, Georgia. She landed in North Carolina to the Acceler-
play lacrosse and study at St. Andrews University. ate Rowan
“I loved it,” Buckner said. “It is a very small, quaint private Lab School
school.” at Koontz.

Buckner, 31, graduated with an elementary education de-
gree and later earned an administration add-on from Queens
University of Charlotte.

When she finished her undergraduate degree, she went
on to become a third-grade teacher in Laurinburg and stu-

12 SPIRIT OF ROWAN



dent-taught briefly before moving back
to Conyers to teach there for a couple
years.

In 2015, Buckner got her first dis-
trict-level job with another system. In
2016, she got her first true administra-
tive job with Rowan-Salisbury Schools,
shortly after her daughter was born. She
was made principal at Koontz Elementa-
ry School in 2019.

She decided to get into education be-
cause she loved making an impact on and
advocating for kids is her passion.

She did not have an education back-
ground growing up. Her parents are both
engineers, but she gained a passion for
service through Girl Scouts. She loved
working with children as a camp coun-
selor and working with them on commu-
nity projects.

When she started college, she was in-
terested in working with older kids, but
working with elementary-age kids as an
undergraduate gave her an appreciation
for molding kids in that age group.

She became a teacher who worked to
train others, even students who were fin-
ishing undergraduate degrees.

www.dannicholas.net

6800 Bringle Ferry Road, Salisbury, NC
28146 *704-216-7800 or 1-866-767-2757

3541 Old Mocksville Road, Salisbury, NC
704-216-7783

665 Black Road, Salisbury, NC 28146

550 Sloan Road, Mt. Ulla, NC
28125 704-637-7776

Dunns Mountain Road, Salisbury, NC

b

{

\%A -ﬁ\v_’b‘ b ﬁé\m

PROGRESS EDITION 13

< _—

N[0 Peais



“My favorite thing is impacting people and serving
them,” Buckner said.

She feels service that benefits children is her calling and
is watching Koontz become a passionate place.

“It’s a whole community of this growth and passion
and love of learning,” Buckner said. “That’s what moti-
vates me every day.”

The hope is students are coming to school to learn
more than information and that they are also learning
interpersonal skills, how to cope with emotions, build
relationships and experience a nurturing and safe place.

The school always wants to lay a groundwork for stu-
dents to peak their interests so they can start thinking
about what they want to do with their lives. Buckner said
students are motivated to learn when they see connec-
tions between what they are learning, their passions and
real life.

“In elementary school they’re not really sure what they
want to be when they grow up,” Buckner said. “But our
hope is we can find a passion or ignite a fire in them.”

Working with new teachers led her to administration,
and now Koontz is becoming a lab school to develop new
teachers.

The school has a new position for the lab, which is
being funded through a major federal grant RSS was
awarded to accelerate its renewal programs. Buckner said
taking on the lab school model is more thrilling than in-
timidating.

“I think it’s a game changer,” Buckner said, adding the
program could change the level of readiness of first-year

MEET THE TEAM

CANNON PHARMACY SALISBURY

‘ 1

NIKO HARALAMBOUS = JACKIE KING ADAM ZALEWSKI

Pharmacist/PharmD Lead Technician | Pharmacy Manager/PharmD

M
CANNON PHARMACY
Gour Homelown ﬁ#cg%’lbf‘e-

CannonPharmacies.com

L]
E22m MEDI

@ DELIVERY e 980-892-0700
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teachers by getting soon-to-be-minted educators in the

school full time before they have their own classrooms.

Buckner listens to associate teacher in training Abby Hin-
son in a third-grade class.

o

BEST CUSTOMER SERVICE

¢

CARING PHARMACISTS

v

FREE DELIVERY

4

DRIVE-THRU

&

1401 Jake Alexander Blvd. South IMMUNIZATIONS



Koontz
Elementary
Principal
Nicole Buckner
is in the center
back with
master teacher
Angel Mill-
spaugh-Stables.
On the left
is lab school
director Jordi
Romano in the
Accelerate Row-
an Lab School
| ata Koontz
third grade
classroom with
associate teacher
in training
Abby Hinson,
with back to
camera reading

a book.

Did You Know...

» At least 7% revenue goes back into our community for
education and community outreach

« 200,000 students reached so far
» Our board is top in the state for proactive community
outreach

» Recognized by state legislatures: Governor, Lt. Governor,
former & current local community, city & county leaders

Rowan-Kannapolis
ABC Board
Safer Communities. Stronger Knowledge.

Brought to
you by

. unm

g Hrinhinq is a problem

90%

HOBE

bl

Kids say it's a

50%

AN

_ L1
e
ONLY
of parents say underage

drinking is a BIG PROBLEM

]

Talk to your child today.

Research shows that when conversations
go up, underage drinking goes down.

%feﬁer% Care.

The preparation for the game of life does not
include the practice of underage drinking.

~ Terry Osborne

Learn more at
TALKITOUTNC.ORG

Questions — Contact Nanette Dillon 313-610-7705
Program Organizer Rowan/Kannapolis ABC Board
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Karla Foster ar New Pointe Realty on North Main Street.
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Photos by Wayne Hinshaw, for the Salisbury Post

Personal connection

Karla Foster bolsters her real estate agency by building relationships

BY BEN STANSELL

ben.stansell@salisburypost.com

arla Foster graduated from Ap-
palachian State in 2009, but the
most important education she
received came after.

For as long as she can remember, Foster,

16 SPIRIT OF ROWAN 2021

33, has been fascinated by crime. She’s al-
ways loved murder mystery shows. As a high
school intern with the Salisbury Post, she
found herself more interested in listening to
the police scanner than writing stories.
When she graduated from North Row-
an in 2005 and went to college, she already
knew her course of study — criminal jus-
tice. After four years of learning about the

legal system and going on police ride-alongs,
Foster was ready to pursue a career path in
law enforcement or government.

But Foster graduated during a recession.
So, instead of working in criminal justice,
she found herself at East Coast Wings.

“At one point, almost our entire staff at
East Coast Wings had four-year degrees,”
Foster said. “It was humbling, but you

worked hard.”

Foster credits the two years she worked
at East Coast Wings with teaching her the
skills she uses now as one of Salisbury’s up-
and-coming Realtors.

“I always say that prepared me most for
what I do today,” Foster said. “It allowed me
to be nimble and keep things on a schedule.”

Being flexible and structured helped Fos-




ter find success with her flourishing real estate business, New
Pointe Realty.

Selling houses wasn't in the cards when Foster graduated
from college, but after several years of working at East Coast
Wings, with Rowan County Youth Services and as a state-
wide organizer for a presidential campaign, Foster decided
to earn her real estate license.

At first, Foster thought that a job in real estate would
springboard her political career. Now, she’s not even sure be-
ing an elected official is in her future.

“I wanted to find something I would really enjoy, and
now I'm not even sure I'd want to do politics,” Foster said. “I
found something that I can't even sleep at night most nights
because I'm so excited to get back to work.”

For the first five years of her career as a real estate agent,
Foster worked for Century 21. That experience, she said,
was critical to her growth in the industry.

Wanting to forge a path of her own, Foster left Century
21 and formed New Pointe Realty in 2019. In the two years
since Foster started her own agency, she worked to establish
a reputation for herself as a Realtor who forms personal rela-
tionships with her clients.

“You can choose to be transactional or you can be rela-
tional,” Foster said. “Transactional might make you more
money quickly, but relational will build a book of business
that sustains you for your career. I wasn’t the person who
opened the door, I was the person who held their hand and
made it OK when it didn’t feel OK.”

Foster recently hired a second employee and has been tak-
ing advantage of the recent housing boom.

“I did well my first year and I had a killer year last year,”
Foster said.

When she’s not selling real estate, Foster is engaging with
the community by serving with a number of organizations,
including the Rowan Chamber of Commerce, Rotary, East
Spencer Housing Authority and the Rowan County Plan-

TR

ELLIS

Supportive Care

l.ean on

ning Board, among others.

Being busy, Foster said, is always better.

“It equips me to be the most knowledgeable I can possibly
be to help my clients,” Foster said. “I love it.”

us for Support

No one likes to think about what they would do if they
were facing advanced illness. But knowing where to turn
for guidance and expert care can bring peace of mind.
Our team is here to provide support - a shoulder to lean
on - and personalized care that brings comfort to patients

and their families.

Trusted for over 40 years.

Ask for us by name.

Palliative « Hospice « Family Support

Please visit TrellisSupport.org
or call our Salisbury office
at 704-637-7645.
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Karla Foster
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Serving Salisbury/Rowan for over 25 years! QQ

§

Brett Henson, DDS Kathleen Boyd, DDS, MS

Continuing quality patient care, pain diagnosis,
root canal therapy and dental trauma management.

640 Statesville Blvd, Ste 3, Salisbury, NC 28144 - salisburyendodontics.com ¢ 704-637-3636
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—

. Pediatrics
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If wood confuses you, Office Visits by Appointment % Ages Birth to 18 Years
call or come by... 11709 Statesville Blvd., Cleveland, NC 27013

704-278-0300 Fax 704-278-0636

We’ll clear it up for you!

Framing Lumber
Treated Lumber ¢ Hardwoods
Plywood ¢ PPG Paints
Cabot Stains ¢ Sikkens Stains
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Wood Furniture & More!

3301 Salisbury Highway, Statesville

704-872-3148 - lilshavers.com
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From left: Millbridge Elementary Principal Jordan Baker, David Freeze and Alyssa Harris at the site of a new running track at the school in 2017.
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Alyssa Harris finds her dream job at Rowan Health Department

BY JOSH BERGERON

Josh.bergeron@salisburypost.com

f Nina Oliver could have cloned Alys-

sa Harris before moving on from the

Rowan County Health Department,
she would have. Maybe a few times.

“She’s certainly an excellent public health
advocate,” said Oliver, the county’s former
health director. “She understands the needs
of today but also focuses on building for
the future. And she is very good at what she
does. ... Shes an excellent addition to the

health department.”
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Likewise, Krista Woolly, executive director
of the Community Care Clinic, says Harris
is “professional, pleasant and very knowl-
edgeable about all things public health”

“She loves her community and is proud to
be a Rowan County native,” Woolly said. “I
am super proud of her and know that she has
an exciting future ahead of her.”

So, it made sense when the Rowan Coun-
ty Board of Health elevated Harris to the
interim health director position when Oliver
moved on to a new job in Carteret County.

Before taking on the interim director job,
Harris, 31, worked as community health
manager, executive director of Health Row-

an and a public health educator for the de-
partment. She’s also worked for the Cabarrus
Health Alliance. Harris says working in pub-
lic health is her dream job.

“I am one of those very rare, very blessed
people who get to do what I want to do ev-
eryday,” she said prior to being named inter-
im director.

She received a bachelors degree from the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
and a master’s in health promotion, educa-
tion and behavior from the University of
South Carolina. She wasnt born in Rowan
County, but she got here as quick as possible.
Born on a Navy base in Charleston, South

Carolina, she lived in Connecticut before her
dad retired from the military and the family
moved to Rockwell.

She attended Erwin Middle School and
was among the first classes to graduate from
Gray Stone Day School.

She went into college with her focus set
on becoming a doctor, but she encountered
a hurdle in the fact that she wasnt fond of
dealing with blood.

So, she shifted elsewhere in the medical
field, graduating with a degree in psycholo-
gy and scoring a research job in Columbia,
South Carolina, where close friend Erin
Howard was working on a graduate degree



at the University of South Carolina.

Before she also attended the University of South
Carolina for a graduate degree, her research job
worked on projects that involved connecting diseases
to diets. After Harris landed in Cabarrus County and
worked on projects that involved the Healthy Cabar-
rus organization, people in Rowan County started
asking about starting a similar program for Rowan.
And Harris carved out time in her schedule to lead
the project.

Today, dealing with COVID-19 takes up just
about all of her time — from logistics of vaccina-
tions to helping communicate information. She still
remembers the first few months of the virus vivid-
ly, including when she was sitting in a management
class and Cabarrus County announced its first case.

“Life as we know it was about to stop,” Harris said.

Looking back, she was surprised that masks be-
came a political battle and wishes that Rowan Coun-
ty commissioners had taken a bigger stand in sup-
port of mask-wearing.

Harris and her husband, Phillip, live in the
Faith area and attend St. Johns Lutheran Church.
COVID-19 has changed so much about activities
people enjoy, but Harris said she and her husband
enjoy fishing, spending time on the lake with friends
and exploring good places to eat. She also likes hik-
ing, yoga, baking and swing dancing. Lately, though,

she spends a lot of time decompressing from busy
work days and binge-watching TV shows with her
husband.

Salisbury Post file photo Photo by Josh Bergeron, Salisbury Post
Harris was the second county health department staff member to receive the Moderna ~— Harris writes down information for a person participating in one of the Rowan County Health
COVID-19 vaccine on Dec. 23. Departments dyive-thru vaccination clinics.
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Drew Harwood works in his Granite Quarry shop as his dog, Ivey, relaxes on the floor nearby.

Signs of the times

Drexw Harwood's work can be found across Rowan County

BY JOSH BERGERON

josh.bergeron@salisburypost.com

arwood Signs got its start in a

downtown Salisbury basement

on South Main Street in 1954,

but Drew Harwood is taking

the family business to new heights decades
later.

Drew, 36, owns and operates the business
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on Depot Street in Granite Quarry. On a
February day, customers were first greet-
ed by a large cutout of Bernie Sanders in a
pose that became a viral meme earlier this
year — sitting in a chair with mittens and
a brown coat on at the presidential inaugu-
ration. There’s also a cutout of Harwood’s
uncle waving, with the printing so realistic
that it might be mistaken for a real person.
Besides the friendly faces of Drew and other

workers at the business, there’s also his dog,
Ivey, who'’s eager to receive some attention.
Things are much different now than
when the business opened in the basement
of a theater on South Main Street. Then,
Boyd Harwood was doing things entirely
by hand. Today, the business uses high-tech
printers to make everything from stickers
and yard signs to car decals. At Harwood
Signs, theyre particularly proud of a new

Photos by Josh Bergeron, Salisbury Post

large, flat-bed printer with ink cartridges as
big as 2 liter bottles. Chances are, Drew says,
he can make any idea a reality if it involves
graphic design, advertising or marketing.
When the Granite Quarry Fire Depart-
ment needed a sign to celebrate its status
as the smallest department in the state with
a No. 1 ISO rating, it turned to Harwood
Signs. A toddler-sized No. 1 with the fire
department’s logo now sits somewhere in



Raleigh after state officials liked it so much they
brought it to the capital city with them. The busi-
ness proudly posted pictures of Rowan County’s
state legislators posing with the sign and an image of
the sign in the State Fire Marshal’s Office.

Their handiwork can also be found on the sign for
Christo’s restaurant in Salisbury, the town of Landis’
boardroom, on the side of law enforcement vehicles
and etched into glass in a memorial in Salisbury’s
newest fire station for Justin Monroe and Victor
Isler — two firefighters who died while battling a
2008 fire at Salisbury Millworks.

Drew talks fondly about the business and the abil-
ity to run a business where he grew up. The small
town environment is A-OK with him and that’s
where he’s stayed. In particular, he doesnt envy the
traffic in larger cities. He’s got kids now. So, he can’t
wake up, shower, grab some clothes and head to
work, but the commute is short enough.

“If ’'m away for a few days, 'm ready to get back,”
he said. “I've not really had any ambitious to travel
anywhere far away.”

Besides growing up in eastern Rowan County, he
was also always around the shop and has never tru-
ly known anything other than the family business.
Drew has worked jobs here and there for others after

hours. “But as far as punching a time clock or log-
ging my hours, I've never really worked for anybody
else,” he said.

Today, the business has grown so much that jobs
usually need to be scheduled a month or more out.
Drew brought on Justin Overcash, who previously
worked at a competing company and took signifi-
cant chunk of business with him.

“The clients he dealt with have followed him and
he’s brought a whole other business here,” Drew said

He looks at the future and worries about custom-
ers who might choose an impersonal experience on
the internet rather than the customer service-orient-
ed experience he strives for.

It's important for Drew to provide a one-on-one
experience.

“It’s nice to be able to come in and put your hands
on what you ordered,” he said. “If something goes
wrong, you want a person you can talk to. ... Satis-
fying the customers is the ultimate goal.”

Running a business means work doesn’t always
stop at 5 p.m., but in his free time Harwood enjoys
being with friends and family. He hunts and fish-
es occasionally and lives in the eastern Rowan area
with wife Abby and two daughters. He attends St.
James Lutheran Church in Rockwell.

|

Lvey takes a turn in Harwood’s chair at Harwood Signs in Granite Quarry.
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Drive to succeed

Salisbury High junior Ali Khatib has passion for education reform

BY CARL BLANKENSHIP

carl.blankenship@salisburypost.com

li Khatib has a long road ahead of
him.

The  soon-to-be-17-year-old
Salisbury High School junior
is in the stage a lot of active and creative
teenagers find themselves in, exploring inter-
ests and figuring out what is next, between
graphic design, filmmaking and music. He

describes himself as the creative type.

He likes acting, too, and has been in more
than a dozen productions, including work
by Piedmont Players. In a normal year, he
would be playing sports. He enjoys soccer,
tennis, swimming and running cross coun-
try.

“I'm definitely at this stage in my life
where I have my hands in a lot of pots,”
Khatib said.

Khatib has another interest that is a bit
unusual for a high schooler: education
reform. Khatib was part of former Row-
an-Salisbury Schools Superintendent Lynn
Moody’s student advisory council and he
sees the problems in American education.

“I definitely think that, currentdy, our
mindset around education is one size fits
all,” Khatib said, adding the accepted idea
in education is one method will work for
everyone when that does not match reality.

Khatib said each student has strengths and
weaknesses, things they need to develop to
reach a comprehensive sense of themselves.
He also thinks contemporary education fo-
cuses on academics but often fails to reach
students with useful areas of study such as
financial literacy or understanding yourself
emotionally.

Khatib said the system works for him. He
has never struggled with academics, but he
realizes his experience is not shared by all of
his classmates and his academic success does
not necessarily translate to a good life in the

real world.
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Salisbury High school junior Ali Khatib has an interest in education reform.
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Khatib said he thinks it is beneficial
to take an empathetic approach to ed-
ucation.

Khatib sees a number of things that
can make life more difficult for people.
Being born into an impoverished family
is one, but belonging to a minority or
being a woman can make life more dif-
ficult as well.

He has seen the power of prejudice
impact his own life as well, belonging
to racial and religious minorities. His
mother is originally from Morocco and
his father is from Egypt. They met after
immigrating to the United States.

Khatib feels he has benefited from his
background and has been instilled with
a strong drive to succeed from his par-

ents, who attended college in their na-
tive countries, moved to the U.S. with
no support and succeeded. He has tried
to adopt the drive he sees in his parents.

He has a rich cultural background
through his parents as well. His favorite
meals are the classic Moroccan dishes

Ali Khatib grew up performing in local theater at the Norvell Children’s Theatre in Salisbury, starting at age 8.
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Ali Khatib’s mother is originally from Morocco and bis father is from Egypt. He credits his parents for bis drive to succeed and work ethic.

cooked up by his mom. mester and returned to school in-person in  of the pandemic that is impacting disadvan-  to see everyone again and reconnect with
Khatib sees the cultures of his parents as  January. taged students. friends they have not seen at school for the

things that have made him generous and His grades were fine, but he did not feel For him, it was not satisfying intellectu-  past year.

hard-working. engaged with virtual learning, found it labo-  ally or emotionally. He thinks it will help His main interest right now is cinematog-
Khatib was an all-virtual student last se-  rious and sees virtual learning as a side effect  morale significantly when students are able  raphy and documentary filmmaking.
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College student Mahogany Kooniz reflects on her year as she became active in protest for racial injustices.

Community activism

Muahogany Koonts sets sights on social and political affairs

BY SHAVONNE POTTS
For the Salisbury Post

t was a surreal moment for Salisbury

native Mahogany Koontz to walk for

the first time in nearly a year in the

empty space that once held the Con-
federate statue known as “Fame.”

Koontz, then 19, helped organize a May

2020 protest in downtown Salisbury follow-

ing the death of George Floyd, a Minneapo-
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lis man who died while being restrained and
held in police custody.

His arrest, which was captured on video
by onlookers, showed a police office with his
knee pressed against Floyd’s neck for nine
minutes.

Floyd died handcuffed and lying face
down in the street.

His death sparked widespread protests
throughout the U.S., including in small cit-
ies and towns such as Salisbury.

Koontz, now 20, is a freshman political

science major at Xavier University and re-
cently reflected on the protest and her future
in community and political activism.

In the months before the Salisbury protest
and before Floyd’s death, Koontz began to
see how other cities and states had already
removed Confederate monuments and
names from public buildings.

She thought to herself that change had to
come to her hometown.

“We were tired. I thought, “We've got to
do something, ” she said.

So Koontz joined other like-minded in-
dividuals, including members of Women
For Community Justice, Rowan-Salisbury
NAACP and local community activist and
pastor Anthony Smith to organize early pro-
tests that included a mobile protest through
downtown Salisbury.

Although Koontz did not organize the
mobile protest, it made her realize more
work needed to be done.

“Young people stood up and we did it.
We really made a change,” she said.



Koontz walks near the intersection of Innes and Church streets in downtown Salisbury. After

graduation, Koontz plans to join the Peace Corps, travel the world and then begin her career

with the United Nations.

Initially Koontz believed that she was “too
young” to organize a protest. She thought,
“Why would anyone listen to me?”

She rejected the attitudes and comments
of some of the naysayers and decided if
change was going to happen then she was
going to be a part of creating the change.

When people were critical of her stance on
community issues, Koontz said she received
encouragement from her mother, Bianca.

Her mother was a buffer for many of those
detractors and skeptics who tried to tell the
teen what she was doing was futile.

In the wake of the protest she helped orga-
nize, others followed.

When the Confederate statue was re-
moved, Koontz admitted she was surprised
to see the very thing she stood with other
local youth and community leaders to rally

change for actually led to the removal of the
monument.

“It really shocked me. I was like, “Whoa, I
didn’t think that would happen, ever.” But it
did and it stirred up a lot in the community,”
Koontz said.

Once the statue was removed, protesters,
smaller in number, still lingered.

It was her work with the protests and vot-
er education events that motivated Koontz
to pursue political science as a course of
study while in college.

Her mentor, Emily Perry, is a founding
member of Rowan Concerned Citizens and
she took the teen to voter registration events
and other community events.

“I'd never thought little oI’ Mo would be
doing this but because of Ms. Emily Perry
this is why I'm like this now,” Koontz said.
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Mahogany Koontz is a freshman political science major in college.

Koontz said she’s not only learned in-
valuable lessons from Perry but also pastor
Smith and artist and community activist
Ash Love.

“Those have been my mentors — the
people who I go to for everything,” she
said.

Smith and Love have grounded her
and pushed her toward positive thinking,
Koontz said.

“I feel like all the activism I did in the
community and working with different
people, I just felt like politics is the main
thing I want to get into and so now thats
what I'm diving into,” she said.

Koontz said she’s begun working with
campus United Nations programs and sees
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herself working as a political affairs officer
with the global organization upon gradu-
ation.

Then Koontz plans to join the Peace
Corps, travel the world and begin a career
with the United Nations. She also hopes
to obtain master’s and doctorate degrees in
political science. She hopes to go on a tour
of the United Nations and start diplomacy
work, including travels to England.

Koontz had her first United Nations
experience was while on a middle school
trip. It intrigued her that there were so few
women and made her want to change it.

“I was like, “We need some women in
there to change some things around and I
just feel like ’'m going to be one of those

women, ” she said.

Her last few months have been filled
with school work, preparing for the annual
campus event — Spring Fest — and she'll
soon begin to volunteer to do political
phone banking.

Koontzs next passion project is volun-
teering. Smith’s church, Mission House,
hosted a “virtual kickback” where youth
members like Koontz spoke about their ex-
periences with last summer’s protests.

When she’s not organizing community
and political events or volunteering at her
church, Koontz spends her time reading or
watching her two favorite anime series —
Naruto and Attack on Titan.

She also enjoys spending time with her

family, her five cats and three dogs as well as
her mentor Linda Hunter, who Koontz calls
her second mom.

Hunter, a neighbor, befriended Koontz
three years ago when the Koontz family
moved into the neighborhood.

“Some people probably look at me as this
small, chubby-cheeked kid, but 'm a very
open person,” she said with a laugh.

Koontz, who is the oldest of nine chil-
dren, last year was named a recipient of the
Martin Luther King Jr. Humanitarian Ser-
vice Award.

She’s volunteered her time with Rowan
Helping Ministries, the Democratic Par-
ty and the American Red Cross, as well as
served with Next Generation Productions.
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We’re on the right track
For Business

600 S. Salisbury Ave., Spencer NC 28159

(CHOO!f§ CHOO Il SHOP!
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www.littlechoochooshop.com
Tuesday - Saturday 10am-5:30pm

We have an experienced team of model railroad enthusiasts : ] ) ) -10:
oasianipymnocgenotamromsmon B PINOCCHIO'S ™ 5 555

Ttalian Restanrant

www.PinocchiosOfSpencer.com

Family-owned music store
dedicated to serving the needs of
music students and educators.
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REPAIRS

R&J FURNITURE
.. XIPRESS ..-.

1015 N. Salisbury Ave., Spencer

“BAN
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(704) 633-4677
: 514 . Salisbury Ave., Spencer LESSO NS
Store Hours: Mon-Fri 8:00-6:00, Sat 8:00-4:00 704-870-8269 RENTA I_S
www.rjfurniturexpress.com TheBandAfttic.com

THE VACUUM CENTER OF SALISBURY
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NOT JUST FOR
WOMEN ANYMORE!

Shop with me online
or call me at 704-637-3440

Ask me how to earn $$$
Being your own BOSS!

We Sell, Service and Repair all
Makes & Models of Vacuums.

We also offer a wide variety of
vacuum parts & accessories
including belts and vacuum bags.
R Gt

Check us out at www.youravon. comlcuthywugoner 1504 Salisbury Ave, Spencer (704} 636-5511
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United Way Executive Director Jenny Lee poses for a picture in her office.

A better Rowan

As United Way executive director, Jenny Lee is working toward a stronger community

BY BEN STANSELL

ben.stansell@salisburypost.com

fter two years of nodding off during
art history class, Jenny Lee decid-
ed that it was time to change her
major.
Lee, 33, arrived at the University of
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North Carolina at Wilmington in 2007
knowing that she wanted to be as close as
possible to the coast, but without any idea
of what she wanted to study.

“My first two years were like a lost cause,”
Lee said.

One day, a friend who Lee worked with
at a local restaurant suggested that she con-
sider joining the school’s social work pro-

Photos by Wayne Hinshaw, for the Salisbury Post

gram. Lee took her advice and enrolled in
an introductory social work class taught by
Professor Deb Bowen.

Suddenly, Lee didnt struggle to stay
awake.

“One day (Bowen) brought in a Food
Lion plastic grocery bag and she said, “This
bag right here is, for some people, all that
they have, ” Lee said. “She did this activity

with us where we only had a plastic bag to
put our possessions in. What would those
possessions be? Would they be identifica-
tion cards, a Bible, some snacks? That was
very eye opening for me.”

It was the moment when Lee knew that
shed found the right major.

“That class changed my path,” Lee said.
“I got redirected and kept going down this



path of social work and community efforts.”

Lee went on to earn her bachelor’s degree
in social work and worked for a home reha-
bilitation nonprofit while getting her mas-
ter’s degree from East Carolina University.
After working as a grant writer for ECU for
about a year, Lee returned to her hometown
of Salisbury.

“As my children started to get older to
where they were school-age, I wanted them
to grow up here where I grew up,” Lee said.
“My family is here, most of my closest
friends are here, so it’s something I wanted
to do.”

In the summer of 2018, Lee was chosen
to take the mantle as executive director
of Rowan County United Way. Lee has
worked to implement a new community
partner impact program that allows the
United Way to funnel resources to local
organizations that work to fulfill specific
community needs such as substance abuse
or mental health.

“It was a new way of funding initiatives
and providing grants,” Lee said. “We've had
some beautiful outcomes.”

Two initiatives that have benefited from
the new model, Lee said, are One Love
mental health services and Main Street
Marketplace, which is growing hydroponic
lettuce to improve people’s access to healthy
food.

More recently, Lee spearheaded efforts
to raise about $1.54 million during the
COVID-19 pandemic through an emer-
gency relief fund and the United Way’s an-
nual fundraising campaign.

“Even in this moment of despair where
2020 looked nothing like what I thought
it would in January, it was inspiring to see
how our Rowan County neighbors came
out to help each other,” Lee said.

As the pandemic goes on, Lee said the
United Way will continue to help the com-
munity in any way possible.

After that, her long-term goal is to work
to address as many issues in Rowan County
as possible.

“As a social worker, if I had it my way, I
would work myself out of a job,” Lee said.
“I want people to stop needing services be-

cause they're self sufficient.”

NC LOSES AT LEAST ONE PERSON PER WEEK
DUE TO UNDERAGE DRINKING

KNOW THE LAW!

Under 21 it is ILLEGAL to:

 purchase aicoholic beverages

®* POSSESS alcoholic beverages
* CONSUMeE alcoholic beverages

* use fake ID to attempt to buy

alcoholic beverages

o drive after drinking

ANY AMOUNT

‘ of alcoholic beverages

It is ILLEGAL for ANYONE to:

e alcoholic beverages to anyone

the age of

there are
NO EXCEPTIONS!

SUPPORTING OUR COMMUNITIES
BECAUSE

Tegelher P Cove

Rowan-Kannapolis
ABC Board

Safer Communities. Stronger Knowledge.

Questions — Contact Nanette Dillon 313-610-7705
Program Organizer Rowan/Kannapolis ABC Board
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Lee says, As my
children started
to get older to

where they were

school-age, I

wanted them

to grow up here
where I grew

up. My family is
here, most of my
closest friends are
here, so it’s some-
thing I wanted
to do.’




2020/ gO

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

ld

PEOPLE'S )

CHOICE

2 % X

Best International Cuisine

AWARDS
Place to Entertain Kids

A I

These were voted
THE BEST in Rowan County!
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Bedding/Furniture

Boarding/Sitting Service

KATANA JAPANESE FUSION
475 Jake Alexander Blvd W #101, Salisbury
(704) 636-0200 katanafusion.com

Best Mexican Cuisine

EL PATRON
1030 Freeland Dr, Salisbury
(704) 636-5300 elpatronsalisburync.com

Best BBQ

DAN NICHOLAS PARK

6800 Bringle Ferry Rd, Salisbury
www.rowancountync.gov/185/Dan-Nicho-
las-Park

Best Place To Work Out

THE FORUM
2318 S Main St #8997, Salisbury
(704) 633-6638 theforumfitness.com

Concealed Carry Classes

COLLEGE BBQ
117 Statesville Blvd, Salisbury
(704) 633-9953

Take-out Food

KATANA JAPANESE
475 Jake Alexander Blvd W #101, Salisbury

Best Burrito

GO BURRITO
115 W Fisher St, Salisbury (704) 754-4755

Best Frozen Treat

DAIRY QUEEN W INNES
1004 W Innes St, Salisbury (704) 636-8653
dairyqueen.com

Best Seafood

BLUE BAY

1007 E Innes St, Salisbury (704) 633-9585
2050 Statesville Blvd, Salisbury 704) 639-
9500

Best Sushi

KATANA
475 Jake Alexander Blvd W #101, Salisbury

Best Wings

EAST COAST WINGS
211 Faith Rd, Salisbury (704) 633-2464
eastcoastwings.com

Customer Service (Food)

COLLEGE BBQ
117 Statesville Blvd, Salisbury
(704) 633-9953

WILHELM OUTFITTERS, LLC
George Wilhelm (704) 798-2687

Park

DAN NICHOLAS PARK
6800 Bringle Ferry Rd, Salisbury

Chiropractic

JETER CHIROPRACTIC
1001 N Main St, Salisbury (704) 633-5156
jeterchironc.com

Dentist

FORTNER DENTAL GROUP

1834 Jake Alexander Blvd W, Salisbury
(704) 636-1848
www.fortnerdentalgroup.com

Retirement/
Assisted Living Facility

TRINITY OAKS
820 Klumac Rd, Salisbury (704) 637-3784
www.trinityoaks.net

Medical Facility

NOVANT ROWAN MEDICAL CENTER
12 Mocksville Ave, Salisbury
(704) 210-5000 www.novanthealth.org

Local Pharmacy

THE MEDICINE SHOPPE

1357 W Innes St, Salisbury

(704) 637-6120
www.medicineshoppesalisbury.com

Antiques

SALISBURY EMPORIUM
230 E Kerr St, Salisbury (704) 642-0039
www.salisburyemporium.com

R&J FURNITURE
1015 N Salisbury Ave, Spencer
(704) 633-4677 rjfurniturexpress.com

Shoes

RALPH BAKER'S SHOES
428 N Main St, Salisbury (704) 636-1850
www.ralphbakershoes.com

Jewelry

BARNHARDT JEWELERS

Coming to Downtown Salisbury
(704) 633-0618 barnhardtjewelers.com

Prom/Bridal

A PERFECT DRESS
590 Corriher Gravel Rd, China Grove
(704) 855-2427 /www.aperfectdresscg.com

Garden Center

GODLEY’S GARDEN CENTER
2281 Statesville Blvd, Salisbury
(704) 638-0082 godleysgardencenter.com

Landscaping Service

GODLEY’S GARDEN CENTER
2281 Statesville Blvd, Salisbury
(704) 638-0082 godleysgardencenter.com

Flooring Provider

GROVE SUPPLY

1600 N Main St, China Grove (704) 857-
2415 shawfloors.com/stores/dealerpro-
file/2175

AC/Heating Service

STOUT HEATING & AIR
4243 S Main St, Salisbury (704) 633-8095
www.stoutheatingandair.com

Carpet/Upholstery Cleaning

RITCHIE'S STEAMWAY

622 E. Council Street, Salisbury
(704) 633-9418
ritchiescarpetcleaning.weebly.com

RUNNER UP:
TOM’S CARPET CARE
(704) 633-7030

LAZY 5 VETS
2916 S Main St, Salisbury (704) 636-1100
lazy5vets.com

Grooming Service

LAZY 5 VETS
2916 S Main St, Salisbury (704) 636-1100

Veterinary Service

LAZY 5 VETS
2916 S Main St, Salisbury (704) 636-1100

Pet Food/Pet ltems

FIRST LOCAL: MAIN STREAM PETS
5675 S Main St, Salisbury (704) 642-0004
www.mainstreampets.com

Car Wash

SAM'S CAR WASH

800 East Innes Street &

1022 West Innes Street Salisbury
www.samscarwashkl.com

Oil Change/Auto Repair

SAM’S EXPRESS CARE
800 E Innes St, Salisbury (704) 636-1045
samscarwashkl.com

Auto Repair

CARMAZONE
428 Jake Alexander Blvd S, Salisbury
(704) 216-1500 www.carmazone.com

Pre-Owned Car Dealer

CARMAZONE
428 Jake Alexander Blvd S, Salisbury
(704) 216-1500 www.carmazone.com

Funeral Service Provider

POWLES STATON FUNERAL HOME
913 W Main St, Rockwell (704) 279-7241
www.powlesfuneralhome.com

See a complete
list of winners at
www.rocogold.com

Look for a new season of voting

this August!
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Contact one of these...

Tom Bost
Realtor®
704-202-4676

Tombost1@gmail.com

Knowledge.
Experience.
Integrity.

Qualified to help you buy
or sell any property.

B&R
REALTY

1121 0Old Concord Rd, SolisburT/, NC 28146

704-633-2394 www.bostandrufty-realty.com

Lindsay Riggs
Realtor®
704-906-2308

lindsayriggshomes@gmail.com

Personalized attention
for each client —
buyers and sellers.

B&R

REALTY

6@

1121 0Old Concord Rd, Salisbury, NC 28146

704-633-2394 www.bostandrufty-realty.com

Real Eslate

Making you feel

Dale Yoniz
Realtor/Owner
704-202-3663

dale.realtor@yahoo.com

Let’s find that perfect
place to call home!

Over 30 years experience

MONICA

Monica Poole
BIC/Realtor

Where you will receive
Knowledge, Integrity & Trust

“A dedicated and motivated
professional always working
for YOU!”

POOLE
2 Realty 2

121 E. Fisher St. Suite A
Salisbury NC 704-245-4628
monica@monicapoole.com

Salisbury NC 704-245-4628

Chris Masingo
Realtor

Hire more than just a realtor.
With a background in
architecture & design, | can
help with every aspect of
buying, selling or designing
your home.

MONICA == POOLE

Realty

121 E. Fisher St. Suite A

crmasingo@gmail.com

Callus
wdﬂ&d

The Bean
Realty Group

20 years of
experience serving
Rowan, Cabarrus,
Mecklenburg, Iredell &
surrounding counties

Full line of services representmg buyer and sellers as
well as property and HOA management.

BEAMN REALTY GROUP
LLC

Beth Bean 704-640-5230
Rob Bean 704-433-4951

Teresa Rufty

GRI, SLS, NC & SC Licensed
Realtor, NC Licensed General
Contractor

16 Years
704-433-2582

tsrufty@aol.com

Ready to help you buy,
| sell or build the home of
your dreams!

ETMR

REALTY INC.

131 East Innes St., Ste. 305, Salisbury
704-245-6184 www.tmrrealtyinc.com

is what
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-.wWhen Buying OR Selling.

EXperls

right at home

cathy.griffin@century21.com
www.cathygriffinhomes.com

| f]=fin]
=2

Cathy Griffin
30 years of real estate experience

704-213-2464

Cathy is #1 in the state and
#9 in the nation among
Century 21 agents.

Born and raised in Rowan
County

474 Jake Alexander Blvd W, Salisbury
Office: 704-637-7721

Ashlee Flippin
Realtor/Broker
704-267-3371

c21ashlee@gmail.com

As native of Salisbury,
NC and a graduate

of Catawba College,
Integrated Marketing and
Communications, | would
be honored to help you
in your next real estate
transaction!

474 Jake Alexander Blvd. W., Salisbury
704-637-7721 www.century21tc.com

Sheila Sadighi
704-640-7784

Whether you're moving across
country or across town, |
welcome the opportunity to
assist you with your real es-
tate needs. | have many years
in assisting buyers, sellers
and investors achieve their
dreams and | look forward to
helping yours come true as
kw well. Your SATISFACTION is
PREM | ER my #1 priority. | look forward to
KELLERWILLIAMS. REALTY hearing from you.

6001 Gateway Center Drive
Kannapolis NC 28081
sheilasadighi@gmail.com

Maia J. Smith
704-267-7888

realtormaiasmith@gmail.com
www.maiasmith.com

| “1am a Negotiator,
Advocator, Solution
Provider, Advisor and
REALTOR®”

CK

Oy @ SELECT REAL ESTATE

142 Cabarrus Ave E, Concord, NC
704-788-2255 ckselectrealestate.com

_ MARIE

LEONARD-HAMPTON

228 Statesville Boulevard
Salisbury, NC 28144

| 704-239-3096

Marie
Leonard-Hampton

REALTOR, Broker, ABR,
GRI, IT Certified

marie@leonardhamptonhomes.com

“Selling Salisbury...
Successfully!”

-, 3

Melissa Yates
Broker/Realtor®
704-239-3835

melissayates4u@gmail.com

Proudly serving Rowan,
Cabarrus, Iredell, Davidson
and Mecklenburg counties.

Making your real estate

Kim Sadler

Previously a top producer with
Coldwell Banker

| was born & raised in Rowan
Ul County, so when | say my roots
4§ are here, that is no joke. | know
Rowan, Cabarrus, Iredell &
parts of Mecklenburg very well.
Who better to help you with your
real estate needs than someone
who has been in the area for
over 40 years?

dreams come true.

REALTY AND DEVELOPMENT

Let Us Guide You Home

e
S'L/
W<
V/I\%

S ] @LocalCBRealtor

REALTY AND DEVELOPMENT

Let Us Guide You Home

704-798-8338

kimsadler.realtor@gmail.com

they do best.
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Andy Maben, brewmaster at New Sarum Brewery, poses for a photo inside of the taproom.

The toast of Salisbury

Andy Maben's rise from home brewer to beer master

BY BEN STANSELL

ben.stansell@salisburypost.com

he next time a patron at New Sarum Brewery raises a glass of beer, < = . ' 4 ey B EE s i, Bl | New Sarum
they might want to toast the Carolina Panthers. e oL s 2 : : oy RSSO @™ | produces
Without Charlotte’s NFL team, the founder of one of Salis- ~g e . e l - = socks and
bury’s premier breweries might not have come to the Tar Heel e Sl B _ _ ' cup holders
state. : i - 37 for beer
Even though Maben, 38, grew up in a household that loved the Buffalo Bills = =
and Pittsburgh Steelers, he switched loyalties to the Panthers when his favorite
player, Kevin Greene, signed with the NFLs 29th franchise in the mid 1990s.
“I was like man, I think I'm going to pull for this team,” Maben said. “It
went against all grains and odds and things of that nature, but I said, ‘I think
this is what I want to do.””

cans.
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When Maben graduated from high school
in Wisconsin and was deciding where to
go to college in 2001, the Panthers played

a part. Interested in theater arts, Maben ap-

plied and was accepted to three drama pro-
grams: Catawba College, Texas A&M and
SUNY Purchase. While Catawba’s intimate,
liberal arts program stood out to Maben, so
did its proximity to his favorite team.

“(Catawba) really sold me, but it was also a
cool thing to be 45 minutes away from Bank
of America (stadium),” Maben said.

After graduating from Catawba, Maben
stuck around Salisbury and got a job at the
Salty Caper. In his spare time, Maben ex-
plored an interest he'd harbored since before
he could even legally drink — brewing beer.
Maben soon kicked his smoking habit in
order to save up enough money to invest in
home brew equipment.

“I gave up one vice for another, but the
second vice was more productive,” Maben
said. “For me, it made sense to really just go
in head first and sacrifice something so that
I could learn.”

Learn, he did.

Eventually, Maben’s brewing hobby be-
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We believe in the power of North Campus:

1333 Jake Alexander Blvd., S.

education. We believe it’s the great Salisbury,N.C. 28146
equalizer. South Campus:

1531 Trinity Church Rd.
Concord, N.C. 28027

The ticket to a better life. We believe in investing in yourself .

d in your community. We believe that strong communities Cabarrus Business &
andiny y.- e g cor Technology Center:
care about each other, continuously learn, and thrive. Rowan- 660 Concord Parkway, N.
Cabarrus Community College is committed to excellent Concord, N.C. 28027
teaching and learning for all students. We believe that North Carolina Research
education should be both high-quality and affordable. We Campus:
believe in small classes and the opportunity for individual 399 Biotechnology Ln.

. Kannapolis, N.C. 28081
attention and care.
College Station:
489 N. Cannon Blvd.

We believe in you. Kannapolis, N.C. 28081

Q 704-216-RCCC (7222) ﬂ www.rccc.edu n /NC.RCCC rcccedu

O Y/
& s <54
COMMUNITY COLLEGE Cagm®>
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Maben checks a keg of bee

came a side business for the Salty Caper. For
two years, he experimentally brewed beers in
a tiny space next to the Salty Caper’s main
building. The exploratory beers were only
sold in the Salty Caper’s two locations and at
La Cava, a fine dining restaurant in down-
town Salisbury.

“We invested a minimal amount of mon-
ey and the whole reason was to see if it
would work,” Maben said. “I had 17 beers
in the back of my head that I was thinking
maybe would work.”

The beer did work. The New Sarum brews
were a hit at the restaurants. With the sup-
port of his business partners, Maben opened
up a much larger brewery and taproom at
109 N. Lee St in 2016.

Since then, the brewery has continued to
expand and its beers can now be found in
grocery stores and bars throughout the re-
gion. New Sarum releases more than a dozen
special concoctions each year, ranging from
a pickle-flavored sour beer to dark, rich por-
ters.

Several years ago, Maben even secured a
meeting with Carolina Panthers executives

to discuss about selling his beer in the team’s

stadium.

“We went to the stadium and we walk
down through the back of the stadium and
I was like, T’m not supposed to be here,” ”
Maben said. “It really became this cool, in-
teresting and surreal feeling, like this is actu-
ally going to happen.”

This year, New Sarum developed a beer
specifically for Maben’s beloved team. Called
“Thirst and Goal,” the beer was sold to the
few patrons allowed in the stadium.

Maben is the man behind the brewery’s
ascension, but he attributes its success to
his entire team, which includes his brother,
Johnny.

“I have a great team of business partners
that really understand how things should
progress,” Maben said. “I'm going to reiter-
ate that until the day I die. If I didn’t have a
great team around me, I wouldn't be sitting
here.”

Along with continuing to survive during
the COVID-19 pandemic, Maben said
he wants to keep expanding New Sarum’s
brand in 2021.

-~
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Recognized as one of the world's most desirable flooring choices.
With Shaw hardwood, luxury is yours.

Carpet | Tile | Stone | Hardwood
Laminate | Granite | Vent Free Fireplaces

Grove Supply Company

1600 North Main Street, China Grove K3
704-857-2415

Serving Rowan County for 69 Years!

Monday- Friday 8:30am - 5:00 pm; Saturday 8:30am - 1:00pm

State of the Art
Showroom...

For All Of Your
Flooring Needs!
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‘Bright and bold’

AnnaCraig Boutique owner ‘couldn’t imagine doing anything else’

BY NATALIE ANDERSON

natalie.anderson@salisburypost.com

pon opening the door to AnnaCraig

Boutique in downtown Salisbury,

customers are met with a cascade of

bright and bold colors and patterns.
That’s the signature style and personality of
young business owner Drew Myers.

Mpyers, 29, grew up in Cleveland and graduat-
ed from West Rowan High School in 2010. She
spent some time working at a salon in Charlotte
before making a move back home to open —
at just 23 years old — a boutique in downtown
Salisbury. Initially, the store was to include both
a boutique and a salon, but thanks to social me-
dia and word-of-mouth advertising, Myers said
the boutique “took off right when we started.”

“I didn’t like the hustle and bustle of Char-
lotte,” she said. “Salisbury wasnt so bad after all.”

Mpyers said she was unsure what to call the
store at first. She ultimately decided on “Anna-
Craig” as it combines her mother’s name, Lean-
na, and her father’s name, Craig. Plus, “Anna-
Craig” was the name her grandmother wanted
for Myers before she was born.

When the pandemic arrived last March, My-
ers longed for Friday nights when downtown
Salisbury was bustling with locals and tourists.
But the pandemic provided the opportunity to
expand the boutique’s online business, which
continues to boom. Now, the boutique is selling
just as much as it was before the pandemic.

Mpyers said she appreciates the small-town
feel and all the community support that rests in
Salisbury.

After opening in 2014, Myers ventured to
Mooresville to open a location there. But that
store was recently closed because online sales
have taken over. Additionally, it was harder to
connect with residents in the way AnnaCraig
Boutique has in Salisbury.

Most of Myers days are filled with talking
to vendors and answering emails. But she also
works a lot of random hours to get things done
when others aren’t there. She’s not used to slow-
ing down.

When she’s not working, Myers enjoys hang-

Drew Myers operates the Anna Craig Boutique in downtown Salisbury.
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Anna Craig Boutique draws shoppers looking for trendy clothing and accessories.

ing out with family, friends and her two
dogs, Rigley and Marlon. She loves being
on the water.

Myers appreciates the vibe that’s been
cultivated with new restaurants cropping up
downtown and within the local community.
Looking ahead years from now, she wants
to see more downtown growth, including
more entertainment for young people.

Her message to other young entrepre-
neurs? “Just go with it.”

“Things will fall into place,” Myers said.
“Dream big. That’s basically what I did. It
might have sounded crazy, but I look back
now and I'm glad I was.”

In terms of other career aspirations, some-
times it’s best “to stick to what you know.”

“I think Tl stick with AnnaCraig Bou-
tique and continuing to grow the online
business,” Myers said. “I couldn’t imagine
doing anything else.”
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Mollie Ruf, who works for Miller Davis, formerly was part of Rowan County Tourism and Downtown Salisbury Inc. Ruf had a hand in the downtown banners and farmers market pavilion on

Marketing master

A familiar face to many, Mollie Ruf never tires of promoting local businesses

Railwalk in Salisbury.

BY BEN STANSELL

ben.stansell@salisburypost.com

n search of a new car, Mollie Ruf

went to a Jeep dealership in Con-

cord. It was a Sunday afternoon in

2014 and she didnt even know the
dealership was open. But when Ruf started
peering into a black Wrangler, a salesperson
appeared.

The Wrangler looked like any other, ex-
cept the large body of a white dragon snaked
from passenger door to hood and the inside
was covered in serpentine accents.
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“I think they were having trouble selling
it, so I was like, “Well, I don't know it’s got
all this dragon stuff on it,” ” Ruf said. “T se-
cretly liked it, but played it down and they
threw in all this free stuff.”

Ruf drove the special-edition Jeep off the
lot and has been cruising around Salisbury
in it ever since.

People have come to recognize her for
her unique car, but she’s also well-known
for her work with Rowan County Tourism,
Downtown Salisbury, Inc. and most recent-
ly as digital services director for Miller Davis
marketing agency. An ardent supporter of

local brands, Ruf has worked in those po-
sitions to promote countless businesses and
organizations in Rowan County.

“There’s no anonymity for me in Rowan
County,” Ruf said.

She wouldn’t have it any other way.

Driving a dragon Jeep and working in
marketing is not what Ruf would have
imagined for herself when she was a shy,
musically inclined kid growing up in subur-
ban Kansas City.

While she wasn’t afraid to take the stage
to belt out operatic notes, Ruf found herself
petrified at large family gatherings. Over-

coming her inherent shyness, Ruf said, was
a years-long process. In an effort to break
out of her shell, Ruf left Kansas City after
high school to attend Florida Southern Col-
lege. Having spent years training as an opera
singer, she majored in voice performance her
first semester at FSC.

Suddenly, she had a change of heart.

“I had this thing that I was always on the
path to do, but it just didn’t feel right,” Ruf
said.

Through conversations with her mom,
Ruf decided that a career in public relations
might suit her best. She switched her major



_ We find the home that mat

veryone in your fam1|y habpV.
-,',‘ mlmoﬂdy.
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Cathy Griffin
BROKER 704-213-2464

www.cathygriffinhomes.com

Cathy is #1 in the state &9 in the i

nation among Century 21 agents
Born and raised in Rowan County. y

Q‘L

Ashlee M. Flippin
BROKER 704-267-3371

c2lashlee@gmail.com

474 Jake Alexander Bivd., West
salisbury, NC + 704-637-7721
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Ruf spent years training as an opera singer.

and never looked back.

After graduating in 2009, Ruf followed
her now husband J.R. Kessler to Salis-
bury, where he was carving out a path for
himself in motor racing. Unable to find a
local marketing job during the economic
recession, Ruf worked jobs in Charlotte
and Statesville for several years. She was
eventually hired by Rowan County Tour-
ism Director James Meacham to serve in
a dual role for both Downtown Salisbury,
Inc. and the Rowan County Tourism.

Ruf earned a reputation as an “event
jedi” for the countless events she hosted
in downtown Salisbury and built rela-
tionships with business owners and stake-
holders at the heart of town.

She carried those relationships with her
when she was hired at Miller Davis mar-
keting agency in 2016.

“I met a lot of great people all over
Rowan County during my time with
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Downtown Salisbury and the Tourism
Development Authority and it has helped
me grow and drive business to Miller Da-
vis because people knew my work ethic,”
Ruf said. “They could count on me to get
the job done and do it right. That’s some-
thing I really pride myself in.”

Ruf has continued to take on more re-
sponsibility at Miller Davis and currently
oversees a digital services team of six em-
ployees who help market local organiza-
tions and businesses like the N.C. Trans-
portation Museum and Patterson Farm.

She’s been especially busy during the
COVID-19 pandemic as businesses have
scrambled to establish or expand their on-
line presence.

“It’s been full throttle,” Ruf said. “Busi-
nesses who never cared about their web-
site before or even had a website, now all
of the sudden that’s a non-negotiable. You
have to have a digital presence.”

SPIRIT OF ROWAN 2021

One of her proudest accomplishments,
Ruf said, was working with Rowan
County Tourism last year to help cre-
ate business resource kits for companies
struggling through the pandemic.

Ruf, who models her work ethic after
her father, hopes to spend her career at
Miller Davis helping the local companies
she passionately supports.

“I never get bored here,” Ruf said.
“There’s always something new to work
on and always something new to pro-
mote.”

A self-described “workaholic,” Ruf’s
dragon Jeep can be seen in the parking lot
across from Miller Davis well after busi-
ness hours.

When she’s not working for Miller Da-
vis, Ruf, 34, is helping organize the Row-
an Young Professionals Group to support
other people like her who are seeking to
advance their careers in Rowan County.
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Photos by Jon C. Lakey, for the Salisbury Post
Maria Sarceno founded an organization ‘El Ange/ que viene del cielo,” which translates to ‘the angel that comes from heaven’ to help underprivileged children in Guatemala.

‘Led by God’

Maria Elena Sarceno gives back to Guatemalan children, pays tribute to immigrant women

BY NATALIE ANDERSON

natalie.anderson@salisburypost.com

uthor, activist and nonprofit founder Maria Elena
Sarceno said she felt led by God to help others in
need.

The Guatemalan native, 36, graduated from
Colegio San Martin de Porres, which is located in Dolores,
El Petén, Guatemala. There, she obtained a degree to be-
come an auxiliary nurse. Through the connection of friends,

Sarceno said, she moved to Salisbury in 2006.
And though no easy feat, since then, she has written a
book paying tribute to immigrant women like herself, and
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has put Salisbury on the map in Guatemala with the estab-
lishment of a nonprofit organization.

In 2012, Sarceno established a nonprofit organization
aimed at helping underprivileged children in Guatemala.
“El Angel que viene del cielo,” which translates to “The an-
gel that came from heaven,” aims to provide school supplies,
health services and training sessions to the impoverished.

The organization, she said, allows generous people who
care about the welfare of others to offer opportunities in
areas of extreme poverty, like Guatemala. To date, she es-
timates, the nonprofit has touched 400 children and 100
adults.

Though Guatemala has the richest economy in Central

America, more than 60% of its population lives in poverty
and nearly half of the children there face malnutrition, ac-
cording to the World Bank.

“(My nonprofit) means a lot. It is my mission here on
Earth,” Sarceno said. “I am very happy when I see the angel-
ic faces of children.”

Most importantly, she said, is “working with the heart and
humility.”

In 2018, Sarceno published a book titled, “Una mujer
moldeando su destino,” which translates in English to “A
woman shaping her destiny.”

Sarceno said the book draws its inspiration from Latin
women who, “with effort and great courage, bring dreams



‘God placed in
my heart, even
in dreams, the
need to help

B those most in
need,” Sarceno
said. At first,
[ didn’t know
how to do

it, but with
the help of
God and a

lot of effor,
little-by-little
the doors were

opened.’

Neck Surgery...
Back Surgery...
Brain Surgery...

We are an independent practice and

Ranjan 8. Roy, 0., Pn.p Offer surgical services at both Novant Health

Rowan and Wake Forest Lexington.

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

Most major medical
insurance accepted.

Office Hours:
Monday-Friday 8-5

Piedmont Neurosurgery
& Spine, PA

330 Jake Alexander Blvd. W., Suite 104, Salisbury, NC

104.645.0901

www.piedmontneurosurgeryandspine.com

Piedmont
Neurosurgery & Spine

Salisbury Symphony

gﬁmf CC/D@WWC&L

A New Season starts in July - watch the Salisbury Post
and our website for details!

-

¢ salisburysymphony.org

e %ﬁfﬂ/ﬂ% e

Organ Lutheran Church

Easter Sunday Service - 10:30 AM

Visit our web-site at www.organlutheran.church
for service times and events.

=

1 5“1. 5 Organ Church Rd., Salisbu, NC.| 704-279-3096
www.organlutheran.church
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Care you can
trust in every
stage of life

Hannah Barnhardt,

Sharon Varner,

Holly Stevens, MD

Certified Midwife FNP
[ | NOVANT 911 W. Henderson St., Suite 300
] H EALT H Salisbury, NC « 704-636-9270

1955 South US 29 Hwy
Carolina Women'’s Health Associates China Grove, NC - 704-855-7611

NHCarolinaWomensHealthAssociates.org

A special thank you to our
patients for your support
and efforts during Covid-19.
Please contact us if you have any questions
or concerns about your dental health.

You have made us smile five years in a row!

b % sgggg% %3&35513( ggég(%

PEOPLE'S CHOICE AWARD: PEOPLE'S CHOICE AWARDS PEOPLE'S CHOICE AWARDS PEOPLE'S CHOICE AWARDS PEOPLE'S CHOICE AWARDS

Salishury Post salisbury Post alishury Post Salisbury Post salishury Post
1st Place 1st Place

2016 EQ
ROCO

1st Place

1st Place 1st Place

1834 Jake Alexander Blvd West, Suite 504, Salisbury
704-636-1848 www.FortnerDental Group.com
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In 2018, Sarceno published a book titled, ‘Una mujer moldeando su destino,” which translates
in English to A woman shaping her destiny.”



that at first seemed unattainable to reality.”

“Through this book, you will meet a brave woman full of faith, who
trusts in her abilities and in the tools that God has made available to
me throughout my life,” she said. “This work is also a tribute to immi-
grant women. | have the greatest respect for them because, like them, I
too had to fight a thousand adversities to build a decent life for myself
in the United States and offer my children a better future.”

It’s an easy read with just 10 chapters and 106 pages. The book
has four editions, and Sarceno plans to release an English version
one day. Proceeds from book sales are put into Sarceno’s nonprofit
organization. The book costs $20 and can be purchased online at
angelquevienedelcielo.org.

Sarceno credits Salisbury with being a “quiet community full of
opportunities,” with many generous people. Looking ahead, she as-
pires for both public and private institutions to improve their Span-
ish communication channels, particularly with information about
COVID-19, education, health and business creation.

“The Latino community is very entrepreneurial, and we just want
one chance,” she said. “Salisbury could achieve even more growth if it
allows the Spanish-speaking community to have access to information
in their language.”

In Sarceno’s spare time, she enjoys posing for the camera, reading,
going to the gym and dancing at home. She also has two children,
Helen Melany, 16, and Raymond Steve, 11.

Her message to her children? “Never say you cant.”

“God placed in my heart, even in dreams, the need to help those
most in need,” Sarceno said. “At first, I didn’t know how to do it, but
with the help of God and a lot of effort, little-by-little the doors were

opened.”

1-85 Exit 70
704-857-6660
Sat & Sun 8am - 5pm

SHOP - EAT - EXPLORE

Rowan County’'s Favorite One-Stop
Shopping Destination Since 1985
130,000 Square Feet of
Covered/Indoor Shopping
250 Outdoor Spaces & 3 Restaurants

Your Hometown Charms™

Over 100 area architectural charms

Charms pictured: Setzer School, O.O. Rufty’s General Store, Cheerwine Can,
First Presbyterian Church, Boyden High School (SHS), Bell Tower, Old Stone House,
Confederate Monument, Salisbury Depot, Andrew Jackson Law Office

Windsor Gallery

JEWELERS
1810 W Innes St, Salisbury, NC 28144 704.633.7115  www.windsorgalleryjewelers.com

ANA

J AP A NESE FUSI1ODON

Thanks you for voting us

Best Sushi
Best International Food
Best Takeout Food

ROCO ﬁ Online orfie&ng
ROCO ROCO ROCO . now available
Katana Japanese
PEOPLESCHOICEAWARDS J sc DC Aw A g C oc FFFFFFF Fus|0n”
Salisbury Post Sahﬂbun Post ry l’ost ﬂdllsburylm ~burv I’osl

1st Place 1stPlace 1stPlace 1stPlace 1stPlace

MON-SUN 11-9PN

475 JAKE ALEXANDER BLVD W #101
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Career 1n education

Andrew Smith worked his way from teaching to administration

BY CARL BLANKENSHIP

carl.blankenship@salisburypost.com

ndrew Smith went to China Grove-area
schools, graduated from South Rowan High
School and went on to earn his bachelor’s
degree and a master’s from Wake Forest
University.

He later went on to earn a master’s certificate and his

doctorate in educational leadership from Johns Hop-
kins University.

Smith, 34, began his education career teaching at
East Rowan High School. He taught biology and fo-
rensics. At the time, he was interested in integrating

technology with education and wanted to work his

Fiuphina Huinersily

T Nabns

way up in administration.

When Lynn Moody became superintendent of
Rowan-Salisbury Schools in 2013, he applied for an
executive director of technology position with the dis-
trict. At 26, he was interested but did not really expect
to get the job.

He was surprised when he made it through the first
and second round of interviews, but then Moody
pulled him aside to tell him the position did not seem
to fit him. She wanted him on her team. He later
became director of innovation for the district. A few

years later, his title was changed and he was promoted
to assistant superintendent of transformation during
the summer of 2020.

In high school, Smith wanted to be a doctor, but
one of his high school mentors told him she thought
he would be a teacher. He doubted her. Sitting in an
organic chemistry class at Wake Forest, he remembers
thinking he could explain something being outlined
by the professor better.

“That’s kind of a weird thought,” Smith said.

He called that teacher from high school after that
day and asked her more about teaching. He became
particularly interested in high school students.

He laid out his career trajectory in a notebook. He
planned to be a teacher for five years, become an assis-
tant principal, a principal, director, assistant superin-
tendent and so on until he reached the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education.

He realized later, like many bright college students
who go on a career path with strict goals, that life is not

Photos by Jon C. Lakey, for the Salisbury Post
Andrew Smith, Rowan-Salisbury School System’s assistant superintendent of transformation, started his teaching career ar East
Rowan High School before making the move to administration.
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Congratulations to the following worship centers from Rowan and surrounding counties!

1745 ~ 276 Years

1866 ~ 155 Years

1882 ~ 139Years

Organ
Lutheran Church

\

Providence United
Methodist Church
6450 Bringle Ferry Rd.,
Salisbury, NC 28146
704-633-5326
https://www.pumc-salisbury.org
Founded 1838

1515 Organ Church Rd.
Salisbury, NC 28146
www.organlutheran.church

704-279-3096

“Growing together in God’s Grace”

FOUNDED 1796
Sandy Ridge
A.M.E. Zion Church
Empowering Lives for Kingdom Building
1425 Mt. Moriah Church Rd.
Landis, NC

704-857-8414

Concordia
Lutheran Church

A congregation of the
North American Lutheran Church

Rev. Ken Reed

170 Concordia Church Rd.
At Hwy 152 West
China Grove NC

concordia-lutheran.org
concordial85@gmail.com

704-857-2163

} 1926 ~ 95 Years < > 1948 ~ 73 Years < > 1970 ~ 51 Years <

A
AN

@ UNITED HOLY CHURCH
OF AMERICA, INC.

i L 1 . i Tower of Power United
Faith Lutheran Church : Pine Rldge Holy Church of America
Love God, Love Each Other, Geﬁl@myme MISSTO nar v “Where Love Sh
S Hi it s ere Love Shows,
Oakgrove Baptist Church The Re(zj/i{oli,mén;;/wford Baptist Church BaPtISt Chur Ch and the Holy Spirit Overflows™
1205 S. Main Street 205 S. Main St. 719 S. Caldwell Street 1d Li d
China Grove, NC 28023 Faith, NC 28041 Salisbury, NC 28144 880 01d Linn Roa 601 East Cemetery Street

www.theoakgrovebc.com www.faithlutheranfaithnc.com www.gmbc-online.org China Grove, NC 28023 Salisbury, NC 28144

704-857-3208 704-279-2500 704-633-5057 | 704-857-2158 | 704-636-6159
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Smith, right, has a meeting with Superintendent Tony Watlington in the superintendents offfice.

so linear or easy to plan.

“If you follow paths like that, you miss all
kinds of opportunities,” Smith said. “Hon-
estly, if I just followed the path I set out for
myself when I was a master’s student at Wake
in ‘09, I would not be where I am today.”

Smith said he never thought he would be
in such a position and that plan he made has
been in the trash for a while now.

Smith lived in Winston-Salem for a time,
but moved back to Landis to enroll his own
kids in RSS, which he thinks is important.

He loves policy and wants to head toward
the political arena later in life so he can im-
plement policy that would have a broad im-
pact on the country’s education system, but
those aspirations are far off. His third child is
on the way and he is concerned with trying
to support the new superintendent as well as
make the district’s renewal status a success.

Smith also loves to teach, and found the
relationship to his students to be the most
important part of that.
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Smith in recent years got bis private pilots license.
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HONOR
ROLL

$D
&, 17@7 DAVIE COUNTY

ENTERPRI/E -RECORD

%’Ouc 5&05
“Celebrating 139 years o
excellence in education
in Rowan County. We

stand the test of time!”

Serving Davie County

171 S. Main Street
Mocksville

385 Lumen Christi Lane
Salisbury, NC

704-633-2841

ourdavie.com

336-751-2120

“Celebrating our 114th Year Anniversary”

Goodman Millwork
A Century of Knowledge Applied to Craft

and F.E. Goodman Construction

201 Lumber St., Salisbury NC

www.goodmanmillwork.com
Quality & Service are our most Important Assets

704-633-2421

Carolina Beverage
Corporation:
g | makers of Cheerwine

SALISBURY
MOTOR COMPANY

: salishurymotorcompany.com
B qmr;aun

1413 Jake Alexander Blvd S.
Salisbury, NC

704-637-5881

www.cheerwine.com

700 W Innes Street
Salisbury

704-636-1341

USINESS

TheStanlyNews@Press

Serving Stanly County
h since 1880
Leading Rowan

Brokerage, Development, Property
Management, Investment Property

237 W. North Street
Albemarle

wallacerealty.com

704-636-2021

thesnaponline.com

704-982-2121

Rowan
Mutual Fire

Ins. Co. “The truth shall make you free”

131 W. Innes Street, Salisbury
salisburypost.com

704-633-8950

426 South Main St.
Salisbury, NC

704-633-2676

SUMMERSETT
FUNERASE HoME

CREMATION CENTER

Family Owned and Operated BANK

1315 W. Innes Street, Salisbury, NC 28144 fimbne.com

www.summersettfuneralhome.com

704-633-2111 704-633-1772

ToweI City Tire

Since 1935

Rouzer Motor Parts

“Serving the Area with
Quality for 84 Years”

Brad Cauble/Danny Cauble

Great Parts, Great Service
Great People - Come See Us!

Owners
330 Depot St., Salisbury, NC 1601 North Ridge Avenue
Kannapolis, NC
704-636-1041 704-933-2143
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Frank C. Corriher
Beef & Sausage, Inc.

o SN
940 Daugherty Rd.
China Grove

Sausage « Country Ham
Livermush « Chili
Other Beef & Pork

Products

704-857-5519

1938 ~ 83 Years

Raper’s
of Spencer

Ribbons - Silk Flowers
Wedding Supplies
Candles - Lots more!

1109 N. Salisbury Ave.
Spencer, NC

704-633-2701

"Since 1948"

1949 ~72 Years

HARRISON’S

FLORIST

Yes we are still open.
We sell the real rose - dipped in 24k gold

1012 Holmes Ave.
Salisbury, NC

located off Grove St. near Novant Hospital

704-636-4251

1947 ~74 Years

AN,

L.L. GOODNIGHT

AMND SONS, INCORPORATED

Lawn & Garden Supplies
Feed - Seed - Fertilizer

605 Saw Rd.
China Grove, NC

704-857-7207

1950 ~ 71 Years
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WoodleafLanes.com

1811 Jake Alexander Blvd., W.
Salisbury, NC

704-633-5432

“Salisbury’s Place Since 1965”
Restaurant & Catering

117 Statesville Blvd.

704-633-9953

BUSINESS HONOR ROLL

SPIRIT OF ROWAN

BETHAMY

ASSISTED LIVING CENTER

Whatever the invidual’s
needs, our well-trained
team is dedicated to
fulfilling them with respect
and compassion.

LONG OR SHORT TERM STAYS

909 N. Salisbury Ave.
Spencer, NC

bethamynet@aol.com

704-633-1985

1969 ~ 52 Years

o HOWARD ELECTRICINC.
HEATING & COOLING

1005 South Main St.
China Grove

Serving all your
HVAC & Electrical
needs!

704-857-1186

Lourier

Serving Clemmons,
Lewisville,
Winston-Salem,
Forsyth County

clemmonscourier.net

336-766-4126

= Beltone

=
Helping the world hear better

Lee Wade would like to
thank Angela & Matt
for their dedicated work
in carrying on the next
generation of the newest in
technology and service.

704-636-6037

1205 Lincolnton Rd.
Salisbury

www.descoinc.com

704-633-6331

1970~ 51 Years

Putnam’s

Carpet
Sales Inc.

418 China Grove Hwy
Rockwell, NC 28138

704-279-3526

putnamscarpet1@gmail.com

1964 ~ 57 Years

SHOWROOM
CHAMBERLAIN with competitive
ytermlnators,uc ricing!

== P & “Locally owned & operated”

We're a family owned company STheETohs Many thanks to all our customers!

specializing in residential and commercial Sa]isbury Venetian l_ﬁ n d IS
pest management services. Blind, LLC Plumbin I 0045‘/\[/?5; Inm;\s]gtreet
4101 Statesville Blvd. Supply, Inc. Lik:ulsso:g: ’cebook:
1903 South Main St., Salisbury, NC Salisbury, NC 28147 West Innes St., Dairy Queen
% gmﬁ“m&; www.salisburyvenetianblind.com

704-633-2938 —— 704-636-4641 704-857-2284 OPEN ALL YEAR!

Tuesday-Sunday
5am-4 pm

1760 North Main Street,
China Grove

704-857-9417

1971 ~50 Years

LUKE’S
CORNER

Shoes and boots for men
and women since 1971

207 N. Main Street
Landis

704-857-5690



GARY’S

[BAR-B-QUE]|

Tuesday-Saturday
11 am-9 pm

620 North Hwy. 29,
China Grove

704-857-8314

SBG

SNOW_BENEE ROUP
HEALTH INSURANCE SERVICES

Group Plans
Medicare Products

Salisbury, NC 28144

Tom’s
Carpet
Care

Salisbury’s Best Choice
for Highest Quality Floor
and Upholstery Care
Commercial & Residential

Free Estimates

Senior Discounts ~ “_*,

704-633-7030

@ Century 21

Towne & Country

“Technology helps
us stay connected, but
nothing replaces face to
face communication”

474 Jake Alexander Blvd.

704-637-7721

snowbenefitsgroup.com ¢
704-636-6681 ‘K

C‘ l 'Ol " l ' Rowan Precision Neil’s Paint &
Machining, Inc. o
"7 HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC. 28 & Residential Body Shop, Inc.
Special Machining & Repair Cleaning Professional Body Repairs
Small Tool & Die Work. When Your All Work Guaranteed
“Your source for indoor comfort solutions” All types Brazing & Welding S Hokrlne Estimates Available
parkles... :
4243 South Main St., Salisbury Reginald Hall, Owner WE SHINE! Since 1986
www.stoutheatingandair.com 707 N. Salisbury Ave. Sheila Cannon 1685. Kluttz R,
Granite Quarry OWNER & OPERATOR Salisbury, NC
704-633-8095 704-279-6092 704-633-9295 704-279-5605

Godleyas ‘Z S

GARDEN ‘&
CENTER -~

& NURSERY, S =
Your complete One Stop Nursery, Landscaping,
Garden Center & Christmas Shop

2281 Statesville Blvd., Salisbury NC 28147
www.godleysgardencenter.com

TMIEI.SAE
& LOGK INC.

Your Physical Security
Specialist

NGK CERAMICS USA, INC.

NG

SO/IATF 16949 Certified « ISO 14001 Certified
BS/OHSAS 18001 Certified

Family owned and
operated local business
licensed by the state of NC

119 Mazeppa Rd., Mooresville

www.ngkceramics.com

BUSINESS HONOR ROLL

704-857-6957 704-664-7000 704-638-0082
Salisbur ﬂnne/ﬁRofanof
A MLAURELS Emponur)':\ - Furniture
ALAN F. BURKE CPA, PA . TRINITY 401; Slt'agesvill]f]glvd.
A ing, Financial 85 unique shops filled ansoury,
Plac:zil:\r;t,lggol(llr(‘ea:;il:g, 215 Lash Drive with gifts, antiques, local OAKS @ Tuesday-Friday
Payroll, Tax Preparation Salisbur artwork, furniture, home ’f 9:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
430 Jake Alexander Blvd. W. Y decor & much more! 728 Klumac Road 3.}
o i Saturda
Salisbury, NG laurelsofsalisb 230 East Kerr St Salisbury, NC Qb0 5 pm
aurelsofsalisbury.com : -
v AlanBurkeCPA.com g Salisbury, NC www.trinityoaks.net annerolandfurniture.com
704-633-8697 704-637-1182 704-642-0039 704-633-1002 704-636-9191
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Chiropractic Clinic

Know Chiropractic. Know Health.
SINCE 1947

jeterchiro.com

228 Statesville Blvd.

1001 North Main St. Salisbury NC
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Road, Salisbury
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Dorothy Drive
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\1 18 N. Avalon Drive
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704-603-8338
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Salisbury mleonardhampton@gmail.com
Selling Salisbury...Successfully!
704-633-5156 704-239-3096
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Let Us Bid on
Your Property!

“#Landscaping & Lawn Care
+»Leaf Removal/Gutter Cleaning
«“+ Aeration, Seeding & Fertilizing

Kepley & Son

Tractor Repair
& Restoration

Heating & Ennli'ln?i
Replacement Experts

24 Hour Emergency
Service

. 2315 Briggs Road +Pressure Washing
Ifienl"a\lrllcc?nccxtra.::t;f( Salisbugrgy, NC +%Bobcat Work/Stump Grinding
g Avallable +*Tree Removal
www.sasloop.com Gene & Billie Kepley I1I Year-Rounp
SEASONAL
704-857-5684 704-633-7756 Seavice

704-647-4772 | 704-639-1597

2009 ~ 12 Years
F’LiTax

Cabanrts Rowan Consultants "REALTY, INC.

Community Health o Teresa Rufty « Owner
Centers, Inc. Providing tax Broker in charge

Health care at 10 preparatlon and 131 E. Innes St., Suite 305

locations, including accounting services. Salisbury, NC 28144
Sllllsbur)/, Chlna Grove, 1 121 Old Concord Rd www'tmrrealtyinc‘com

Spencer and Concord Salisbury. NC 28146

o 704-245-6184
crchc.org 704-638-5895 704-433-2582
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David & Jolene Houchins
475 Jake Alexander Blvd W #101 1504 Salisbury Avenue 1621 W Innes St.
Salisbury, NC Spencer Salisbury
704-636-0200 707-636-5511 704-870-2577

Faye'’s
Microblading
Brows & Eyeliner N RY
See Faye at @n“ z

Shear Creations MADEFDESH DALY... BIGGER BETTER DONUTS!

“Our door is always open!”
The Faded Farmhouse
162-B North Broad Street
Mooresville, NC 28115

980-444-9151

475 Jake Alexander Blvd W #105
Salisbury, NC

980-330-3420

806 S. Salisbury Ave.
Granite Quarry

980-332-9050
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Photos by Jon C. Lakey, for the Salisbury Post

Salisbury Police recruitment officer Shaneesha Smith is instrumental in bringing in new officers to the department.

Face of the department

Salisbury Police recruiter officer Shaneesha Smith proud to be ‘someone they can go to’

BY NATALIE ANDERSON

natalie.anderson@salisburypost.com

roudly serving as the face of the Salisbury Police
Department, officer Shaneesha Smith is likely the
first interaction for those looking to get their foot
in the door in a law enforcement career.

As the daughter of parents who served in the military,
Smith, 34, grew up in Charlotte but also moved around of-
ten. Though she always had an interest in serving in law en-
forcement, she officially entered the field only two years ago.

She spent a year and a half working at the Cabarrus
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County Jail before moving to Salisbury in 2018. She was a
patrol officer before switching gears to lead recruiting for the
Salisbury Police Department in May.

As the recruitment manager, Smith often serves as the first
face people see when considering a career with the Salisbury
Police Department. As the main point of contact until hired,
Smith arranges potential candidates” written tests, polygraph
interview, oral panel interview and the chief’s interview.

“You get to meet a lot of people and you get to see first-
hand why they really want to apply here,” she said. “By the
time I see them with the chief’s interview, I know pretty
much all about them.”

Leading recruiting efforts for the department allows
Smith to spend weekends with her three 13-year-old triplet
daughters named Bianca, Brittany and Brianna. Smith also
has a twin sister who lives with her and Smith’s daughters
in Rockwell. Smith and her daughters enjoy spending time
outdoors, hiking, swimming and paddle-boarding.

In September 2019, Smith was recognized for going above
and beyond to help a stranded woman with no money or
way to travel. Smith contacted a domestic violence shelter,
but it was unable to admit the woman. So, she paid for a ho-
tel room for the woman out-of-pocket. Smith said she saw
the woman the following day walking to the bus station to



travel to a shelter that was able to place her.

“I was scheduled to be off work that night,
but I couldn’ sleep that night knowing she
needed help,” Smith said. “I thought, “What
if that was my family member? Or what if
that was me?’ ”

Many people are aware a career in law en-
forcement can be challenging, but it was par-
ticularly difficult as a Black woman working
the field throughout the summer of 2020,
which was defined by nationwide racial jus-
tice and police brutality protests following
the death of George Floyd, a Black man from
Minneapolis who died after an officer kept
his knee on Floyd’s neck for nearly 10 min-
utes. A slew of protests in Salisbury quickly
focused on the “Fame” Confederate monu-
ment and its perch downtown.

Gunshots were fired into the air near the
monument on May 31 amidst local Black
Lives Matter protests.

The following night, police officers used
tear gas to disperse a crowd that became un-
ruly after mistaking one of two men standing
on the steps of St. Johns Lutheran Church
for the man charged with firing gunshots the
previous day.

Smith said that time was hard for her as
both those protesting and those who support
the “Back the Blue” movement expected her

Salisbury Polics Dyge Salisbury pojjce Deparines

BARNHARDT
JEWELERS

Over 30 vears
the Rowan County area

112 E Innes St Downtown Salisury 704.633.0618
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BeMedicine
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PHARMATCLCY
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Because of the pandemic, recruiting has had to adapt to the challenges. Smith makes constant changes to her dry erase board as a recruit completes
a task and moves through the hiring process.

Y(-)('ATP fe
let us find the

Tdon't have
perfect:s

BAKER'S SHOES

Locally owned &

428 N. Main Street | Salisbury, NC
locally operated

704-636-1850

MON.- éAT. 9:30-5:30 | www.RalphBakerShoes.com
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to take their side.

“For me, I was able to balance it because
I had to do a job,” she said. “I had children
who went to school and had questions. Right
is right, and what’s wrong is wrong. I always
guarantee that I didn' take this position to go
against the oath I took.”

In the previous two years, Salisbury Police
Chief Jerry Stokes has credited the community
with a record-low crime rate, with even fewer
crimes reported throughout 2020. Smith said
additional hires, more patrolling and commu-
nity relations events that cultivate trust and dis-
cussion are factors to commend for the reduced
crime.

“People got to know us and see that every in-
teraction with us isn’t that you're going to jail,”
Smith said.

Smith credits the department with being
representative of Salisbury’s diversity. She add-
ed that diversity and reduced crime both build
trust in the community.

Smith said her children, and other children,

serve as her motivation for keeping on despite

the challenges.

“I do it for the kids. I do it for all the other
kids who look up to me or I became friends
with,” Smith said. “I want them to know they
always have someone they can go to. You can

grow up and be who you want to be. You can
choose your own life.”

CUSTOMIZED AIR.
THE LATEST SPRING TREND.

RECEIVE UP TO

P $1,800
IN REBATES

with the purchase of a complete
Ultimate Comfort System.”

LENNOX)

Air is life. Make it perfect

5 A 5[’&” . Offer expires June 11, 2021.
,_—'!ﬂ__—, - *Rebate requires purchase of qualifying items between March 8,

- 2021 to June 11, 2021. Qualifying items must be installed by June 18,
Hea t'"ﬂ & Cooling 2021. Rebate claims (with proof of purchase) must be submitted

(with proof of purchase) to www.lennoxconsumerrebates.com

4 no later than July 2, 2021. Rebate is paid in the form of a Lennox
. = Visa® Prepaid card. Prepaid Card is subject to terms and conditions
7@4-' 35 7-5 E’_‘ﬁ* founq or referenced on card and expires 12 months after.is'suance
Conditions apply. See www.lennox.com/terms-and-conditions
www.sasloop.com

for complete terms and conditions. © 2021 Lennox Industries Inc.
Lennox Dealers are independently owned and operated businesses.
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Photos by Jon C. Lakey, for the Salisbury Post

Ryan Stowe, a 2009 Salisbury High graduate and criminal defense attorney, poses in the room for Superior Court at the Rowan County Courthouse.

66 SPIRIT OF ROWAN



Helping his hometown

Ryan Stowe, the only Black criminal defense attorney in Salisbury, is growing his law practice

BY PARIS GOODNIGHT

parisgoodnight@salisburypost.com

yan Stowe’s original plan of get-

ting into politics didnt work out

the way he thought it might, but

he quickly pivoted into a more
promising occupation.

He’s now the principal attorney at Stowe
Law Firm, PLLC on Kerr Street. The Salis-
bury High School graduate is practicing law
in his hometown, a first-generation Rowan
County attorney focusing on criminal de-
fense, including such issues as traffic viola-
tions and DW1s.

He said he hasn’t been involved in a mur-
der case or more serious felony offenses yet,
but he’s ready should one come along,.

Stowe said he gets the same question oth-
er defense attorneys get: “How could you
defend these bad people?”

He said it’s more of a question of balance.

“It’s not the sum of your entire life if you
do one bad thing,” he said.

And he wants to try to help people move
“It’s usually the worst mistake of
their lives, or a lapse in judgment,” he said.

Of course, COVID-19 has compounded

the problem for many since court cases were

forward.

put on hold. So if you were charged with
a crime last year, the outcome has been de-
layed much longer than in other times.

“It’s kind of sad,” he said. “Pending cases
for some means your life is on hold.”

That’s the kind of problems hed like to
solve as court activity slowly resumes.

When he first went off to North Carolina
Central University, a historically Black insti-
tution in Durham, he didn’t have such ideas.
But at some point he changed his mind from
going into politics to continuing to get his
law degree there after completing his under-
graduate degree. He also changed his mind
in high school from spending more time on
the Hornets football team. Stowe played one
year, his junior year, but decided he wasnt
going to get a college scholarship on the

>

P} sTowr

LAw FIRM. PLLC

football field so decided to put his energies
and time elsewhere. He did play in the band
for two years.

At N.C. Central, he served as senior class
president, was a member of the Alpha Phi
Alpha fraternity and was a Centennial Schol-
ar, which is an academic program set up for
men. In law school, he was president of the
Phi Delta Phi legal fraternity in his third year.

He opened his firm in 2017 and moved
into the criminal defense focus by random
chance when a friend was charged with a
low-level offense, “but he forced me to take
the case,” Stowe said.

Stowe said he originally came back to
Salisbury instead of trying a larger city be-
cause he wanted to help the people he knew
and grew up with. “Unfortunately, 'm the

only Black criminal defense attorney in
town,” he said.

He points out that Black attorneys only
make up 4.4% of the nation’s total. And
many smaller, rural areas have no Black at-
torneys since lawyers often choose bigger
metropolitan areas for their practices.

Stowe, who recently turned 30, has been
listed on the National Trial Lawyer 40 un-
der 40 list. He is a member of Rotary Club,
Beta Nu Lambda Chapter of Alpha Phi Al-
pha Fraternity Inc. and the N.C. Pro Bono
Honor Society.

Both of his parents still live in Salisbury
— mom Sondra Teamer and dad Daniel
Stowe. He's also engaged to be married to
another Salisbury High School graduate,
Jatara Propst.

His website includes an FAQ section and
his blog, which offers details on questions
such as what happens when you refuse a
breathalyzer? His answer: North Carolina
has very strict laws when it comes to driv-
ing while impaired and DWT refusals. As a
driver on North Carolina roads, you need to
be aware of some of the laws that guide road
usage so you can know your rights. North
Carolina has an “implied consent” law. This
law requires that all drivers who are arrest-
ed for DWI submit to chemical testing IE
breathalyzers. This testing determines the
blood alcohol concentration (BAC) or level
of drugs in their blood.

You can find more details about Stowe
and see complete answers to such questions
at stowelawfirmnc.com,
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Making an impact

Whitney Wallace-Williams fueled by ‘innate desire to fight for the underdog’

BY NATALIE ANDERSON

natalie.anderson@salisburypost.com

rom her work with a decades-old law firm

and downtown leadership positions to her

family’s generous financial contributions

to charity and the newly established can-
cer center, local attorney Whitney Wallace-Williams
draws her inspiration from her innate desire to help
people.

Wallace-Williams, 39, spent a decade away from
home, which included her time at UNC-Chapel Hill,
where she obtained a sociology degree in 2004, and
Wake Forest University School of Law. She spent a
year in Austin, Texas, and even spent some time in
France. While in Austin, Wallace-Williams worked at
a consumer advocacy organization fighting on behalf
of wronged customers.

But she attributes her loyalty to Salisbury, where
both sides of her family reside, as the reason she re-
turned and joined the Wallace & Graham law firm
in 2008. The firm, founded in 1981 by her moth-
er, Mona Lisa Wallace, addresses litigation across the
globe, ranging from worker’s compensation issues to
civil cases.

“I grew to realize that Salisbury has everything I
need in order to live a fulfilling life: close family con-
nections, the best friends I could ever ask for, a chal-
lenging and rewarding career that helps others and
a community that I love and feel passionate about,”
she said.

Recently, Wallace-Williams joined her mother
and Bill Graham by becoming a junior partner at
the firm. Her most recent cases have been related to
worker’s compensation and civil litigation. Some of
Wallace-Williams™ cases have made their way to the
North Carolina Industrial Commission, in addition
to briefs and arguments made in the North Carolina
Court of Appeals and Supreme Court.

Though Wallace-Williams questioned in college
which career path would allow her to help people —
with personality tests suggesting she be a social work-
er — joining her parents with a career in law seemed
like the natural fit.

“I have an innate desire to fight for the underdog,”
Wallace-Williams said. “It’s a natural fit for me be-
cause I'm allowed to naturally do what I'm inclined

to anyway.”
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Photos by Jon C. Lakey, for the Salisbury Post
Whitney Wallace-Williams is a partner in the Salisbury-based Wallace and Graham law firm started by Mona Lisa Wallace in 1981.
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Wallace-Williams said there are too many
cases and clients to name who, over the
years, have made a special impact. But ges-
tures such as breakfast and lunch deliveries
to the firm, surprise homemade gifts and
hugs from clients serve as rewarding remind-
ers of the lives she’s been able to touch. Ad-
ditionally, Wallace-Williams said she enjoys
being able to tell her clients to relax and
allow her to “do all the worrying and hard
work for them.”

She’s the mother to Annie, 7, and Ella, 4,
and wife to Brannon Williams, a U.S. Army
Special Forces veteran from Georgia. The
running joke in her household, she said, is
that her only hobby is community activism.
That’s evident with the many hats she wears.

In addition to her work at the firm, Wal-
lace-Williams has also dedicated her time to
various local boards and commissions. She’s
been a prominent figure on the Downtown
Salisbury Inc. Board since 2015, the Em-
pire Hotel Redevelopment Task Force, the
Economic Development Committee and an
ongoing downtown beautification project
called “Paint the Pavement.”

In addition to their work at the firm, the
Wallace and Graham family have contribut-
ed funds to the ongoing Bell Tower Green
Park project and had a new cancer center

with Novant Health named in their honor
due to a substantial donation. The Wallace
Cancer Center is a 32,000-square-foot-fa-
cility that now allows Novant to serve pa-
tients locally rather than referring patients
to other locations for certain cancer-related
treatments.

And with the “Wallace & Graham Gives”
program that started in 2020, the family has
since provided tens of thousands of dollars
to local businesses, frontline workers, local
families and the homeless population due
to the impact of the pandemic. One arm of
the program also provides annually a total of
$15,000 in scholarships to six Rowan Coun-
ty high school seniors.

Though the contributions have made
a lasting impact on the community, Wal-
lace-Williams said volunteering has given
her much in return, including both personal
and professional growth. Her favorite part
of volunteering is the building of friendships
and relationship along the way. Wallace-Wil-
liams said she loves the passion among resi-
dents of Salisbury, and she’s inspired to serve
by her belief in the city.

“I love the intimacy and camaraderie we
share living in a small community,” she said.
“There are opportunities to make a differ-
ence here if someone chooses.”
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