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Novant Health is proud to partner with Spirit of Rowan to improve the health 
of our community. Collaborations like this make a remarkable impact on the 
lives of those around us, providing individuals with the tools they need to get 
better and stay healthy.
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Making healthcare remarkable

Working together  
for our community
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By JESSICA COATES
jessica.coates@salisburypost.com

owan County has the land. It 
has the job skill training pro-
grams. It has the culture.

Now, says County Com-
mission Chairman Greg Edds, “my 
message to you is that success will 
come.”

“I read from folks that are just crit-
ical, negative folks, ‘Nothing’s happen-
ing. There’s been no success.’ And…I 
don’t even know what to say to that. 

There’s a tremendous 
amount that has gone on 
and is going on,” Edds 
said.

In 2017, 19 retail 
stores, service busi-
nesses and restaurants 
opened in the county. 

As of February 2018, four more retail 
stores and service businesses have 
opened.

“Most of it we had nothing to do 
with,” Edds said. “These are entrepre-
neurs and risk-takers who are starting 
their own businesses.”

EDC President Rod 
Crider and EDC Vice 
President of Operations 
Scott Shelton said proj-
ects they have partici-
pated in have generated 
238 new jobs.

“We’ve had years 
where we’ve had a lot more. We’ve had 
years where we’ve had less,” Shelton 
said. “But these were comprised of, I 
guess, five projects of varying sizes. 
They were all nice projects.”

Those projects included expansions 
by FillTech, Boral Composites, R+L 

Carriers and Aldi.
Shelton said Aldi’s decision to ex-

pand its distribution center near East 
Spencer resulted in 100 new jobs — the 
largest contribution by a single compa-
ny to the 238-job total.

Crider and Shelton said the total 
investment in the county from EDC 
projects was $45 million.

“I think the foundation that has 
been laid in the past couple of years 
by our community leaders, our elect-
ed officials — I think they’re going 
to start paying dividends here in the 
very near future,” Shelton said.

Rowan County —
‘It’s got everything going for it.’

R

EDC heads, county board chair agree there’s lots to be optimistic about

Robert Gray, from Mount Pleasant, and his 18-month-old grandson, Wyatt Nastasi, take a spin on Haden’s Carousel at Dan Nicholas Park. — Photo by Jon C. Lakey

Edds Crider
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Crider, Shelton and Edds said the 
county is in a different place now from 
where it has been in terms of land 
availability, infrastructure and pre-
sentation.

“Right now, every community from 
Florida to Maine has cornfields with a 
sign out in the middle that says, ‘Avail-
able for industrial development.’ But 
they’ve not had any topographic work 
done on it. They haven’t done any test-
ing on it,” Edds said. “So these prop-
erties can’t just have a sign in them. 
They have to be developed and we 
have to do our legwork ahead of time 
and we have to know that they are 
ready and available for development.”

Edds said that he, the EDC and 
county partners have begun going to 
sites with potential buyers and inves-
tors so that all of their questions can 
be answered immediately.

“It used to be that we had one eco-
nomic development person meet with 
the prospect and it was do-or-die. And 
(now) we’ve taken a team approach to 
where we’re getting the whole commu-
nity involved,” Edds said.

Edds gave an example of a recent 
showing that he said went well.

“And one thing that helped us out 
there is that we had everyone that 
would have something to do with that 
site onsite,” Edds said. “So when the 
prospect was sitting there and had a 
question, we had our guys step up and 
say, ‘Here’s what we’ll do, it’s done, 
here’s what you can expect, next ques-
tion.’”

Edds, Crider and Shelton said the 
new speculative building in Granite 
Quarry — the first speculative build-
ing to be constructed in the county 
in years — would likely bring more 
prospective buyers and investors to 
the county.

“We are now able to respond to 
requests for information because 
we have an available building that 
we couldn’t have in the past,” Crider 
said. “So we’re getting more oppor-
tunities because that spec building 
exists and we’ll get more looks and 
people will get to know us better.”

Construction on the building, lo-
cated in the Granite Industrial Park 
off Chamandy Drive, began in August 
2017. Shelton said it could be complet-
ed as early as May.

It is being built by Easter Creek 
Partners, LLC, and will be about 
150,000 square feet.

Edds said the county is also work-
ing with another group of investors 
interested in building five more 
speculative buildings.

“So we’ll have a whole inventory of 

buildings,” Edds said.
Crider, who started as EDC presi-

dent in June 2017, said he was drawn 
to Rowan County because it is “pro-
actively addressing” economic devel-
opment issues like infrastructure and 
workforce development.

Crider said workforce development 
— ensuring workers have the updated 
skills required to meet employers’ 
needs — is a national challenge.

“I read a statistic today that for 
my granddaughter, who’s 5 years old, 
65 percent of the jobs that will be 
available when she graduates from 
college don’t exist today,” Crider said. 
“So how do you train a person for a 
job that you don’t even know what it’s 
going to be?”

He said the fact that some workers 
don’t have the skills employers need 
is “not the fault of, really, anybody.”

“It’s just a reflection of technology 
is changing so fast that it’s hard to 
keep people up with the latest tech-
nology. So you always need to be re-
training people,” Crider said.

Crider, Shelton and Edds said the 
North Carolina Manufacturer’s Insti-
tute gives Rowan County an advan-
tage.

“We are the innovators of that in 
North Carolina,” Edds said. “Rowan 
County created the North Carolina 
Manufacturers Institute and we’ve 
got communities from around the 
region that are coming to look at it to 
see what are you doing, how are you 
doing it.”

Crider said the EDC actively 
recruits advanced manufacturing 
companies because they provide “pri-
mary jobs.”

“They are jobs that create every-
thing else, so the manufacturing jobs 
are really the base of any economy. 
And if the commercial and the ser-
vice industries and everything else 
and retail are going to grow, it has to 
come from having that manufactur-
ing base,” Crider said. “So that’s why 
we put a focus on it. Because they are 
the highest value jobs with the high-
est indirect benefit and spinoff effect 
to the economy.”

Crider said that, even with the chal-
lenges the county faces with work-
force — and, more broadly, economic 
development — he is “extremely opti-
mistic” about the county’s future.

“It’s got everything going for it that 
anyone would want,” Crider said. “And 
so we just have to do a really good job 
of letting people know about the ad-
vantages and benefits of locating their 
business here and we believe they will 
come.”

Salisbury Dental Care
Efthimios Koveos, DMD

Cosmetic, Implant & Reconstructive Dentistry

704-630-6600

New Patients Are Welcome!
 • Free Consultations & 2nd Opinions
 • Dental Implant Surgery & Restorations “A to Z”
 • Cerec- Same Day Crown Technology
 • Mini Implants for Snap in Dentures
 • Invisalign/ Clear Braces
 • Sleep Apnea Diagnosis & Treatment
 • Teeth Whitening/ Bleaching
 • Cosmetic Fillings & Smile Makeovers
 • Custom made Sports Mouthguards 
• All-On-4 Bridge

     

“We pride ourselves in dental excellence!”

Salisbury Dental Care  
704-630-6600
480 Jake Alexander Blvd. West 
rowandental.com
Salisbury, NC 28147 
SalisburyDentalCare1@gmail.com

Efthimios Koveos, DMD
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By REBECCA RIDER
rebecca.rider@salisburypost.com

ust a few years ago, Rowan 
County’s health outcomes 
could best be described 
as “dismal.” According to 
County Health Rankings, 

Rowan ranked 76th out of 100 
counties in health outcomes in 
2014 and had lower health out-
come rates than all of its neigh-
bors

But with the help of the com-
munity coalition Healthy Row-
an, the winds are beginning to 
change.

“What we’re 
doing with Healthy 
Rowan is really 
trying to get people 
to think about what 
they do with their 
life,” said Alyssa 
Smith, the agency’s 

executive director.
Krista Woolly, founder of 

Healthy Rowan, said she first 
realized there was a problem in 
2014. Woolly, who worked for the 
Community Care Clinic, said that 
while the clinic addressed the 
problems of the poorest residents, 
the county’s overall health out-
comes kept getting worse.

“And I thought, (the county) 
doesn’t work together to do this 
kind of work,” she said.

So Woolly set up a meeting 
with community leaders — in-
cluding city and county officials 
— and applied for a grant. And in 
late 2016, after nearly three years 
of planning and building bridges 
in the community, Healthy Rowan 
launched.

“We want to be able to support 
and provide that backbone for 
health in our community,” Smith 
said.

For Novant Health Rowan 
Medical Center President Dari 
Caldwell, Healthy Rowan is about 
identifying the gaps in communi-
ty care. While there are multiple 
health organizations and initia-
tives in the county, they didn’t re-
ally work together until Healthy 
Rowan was started. Now, repre-
sentatives of the organizations 
meet, talk and make sure all the 
health bases are covered.

“It becomes a 
movement,” Cald-
well said. “It’s 
not just everyone 
pursuing their mis-
sions. It becomes a 
true movement of 
the community.”

Healthy Rowan was award-
ed a Duke Endowment Grant 
of $150,000 for three years in 
December 2016. That money 
has helped the coalition launch 
programs such as the Daily Mile 
at local elementary schools, and 
it funds other community initia-
tives.

According to Smith, Healthy 
Rowan’s goal is to help seamlessly 
fit health and exercise into daily 
life.

Sometimes, that’s simple 
things — such as making sure 
there is always a healthy food 
option available wherever food is 
served or making sure that health 
screenings are easily available at 
places where people gather. But 
sometimes, it’s helping people 
find a form of exercise they like.

“We don’t expect people to love 
always going outside to walk,” 
Smith said. “Running is not for 
everyone, swimming is not for ev-
eryone, but you have to find what 
makes you happy.”

Caldwell says Novant has ap-

Healthy Rowan
moves forward

Initiative helps improve well-being of county’s residents

J

Val Velte, a nurse from Novant Medical Center, shows informational material for the proper 
way to dispose of old drugs from your home in drop boxes located around Rowan County.   

— Photo by Wayne Hinshaw
See Healthy, 21                        

Smith

Caldwell
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700 West Innes Street, Salisbury

704-636-1341
www.SalisburyMotorCompany.com

EVERYTHING IN CARS, 
TRUCKS, AND SUVS

98 Years in 
Business Means 

We Must Be 
Doing Something 

Right.

1501 West Innes Street, Salisbury, NC www.salisburymotorcompany.com/autoxpress

QUALITY CAR MAINTENANCE SERVICE
Call or come by today, no appointment needed. 
 
We’re open Monday - Friday 8am - 6pm and Saturday 8am - 3pm
 
COME BY AUTO XPRESS AND GET UNPARALLELED CAR MAINTENANCE 
SERVICE. We have expert technicians to fix any car trouble. We also do NC 
State Inspections, paintless dent removal, window tinting and much more. 
 

704-754-5333

ALL VEHICLES INSPECTED, 
SERVICED AND CERTIFIED! 

Rowan County’s only authorized 
WeatherTech Diamond Dealer

Salisbury Motor Company
Family Owned & Operated Since 1919
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By ELIZABETH COOK
elizabeth.cook@salisburypost.com

owan’s county airport is working 
to build a regional image.

Rebranded in 2017 as Mid-Car-
olina Regional Airport, the enter-

prise is taking on a bigger role in aviation, 
commerce and economic development.

“We’re a gateway for business,” says 
Kevin Davis, the county’s aviation director.

Mid-Carolina is one of 62 general-avi-
ation airports in North Carolina. Add the 
state’s 10 commercial airports like Char-
lotte-Douglas International, and you have 
an industry that supports 123,420 jobs and 
has a $31 billion economic impact each 
year, according to the N.C. Department of 

Transportation.
The DOT has a Division of Aviation that 

oversees the network of airports.
“Airports mean jobs — on the airport, 

supporting the airport and supporting the 
businesses that utilize and rely on them,” 
Bobby Watson, the director of the division, 
has said.

According to Watson’s division, Mid-Car-
olina has an annual impact of just under $98 
million and generates $2.9 million in state 
and local taxes.

The sleepy county airport is history. 
This is more than a place for small planes 
to take off and land.

Consider:
• Food Lion and Shoe Show each keep 

a corporate jet in hangars at the airport.
• Novant Health rents office and hangar 

Airport is county’s
‘gateway for business’

Facility taking on a bigger role in the region

R

Ezra Walls, aircraft detailer for Strategic Moves, keeps the airplanes waxed and cleaned at Mid-Carolina Regional Airport. — Photo by Jon C. Lakey

Andrew Lemmons, an A&P mechanic with BOSS Aircraft Refinishers, tends to 
repairs to a Cessna 172 in a large hangar at the airport.

— Photo by Jon C. Lakey
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Ranjan S. Roy, M.D., Ph.D

Rhonda Elliott, P.A.-C

Piedmont Neurosurgery & Spine, PA
330 Jake Alexander Blvd. W, Salisbury, NC

704.645.0901

We treat disorders of the 
spine, neck, brain & 
peripheral nerves 

including carpel tunnel

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

Most major medical
insurance accepted

Office Hours: 
Monday-Friday 8-5

A healthy smile is
   a beautiful smile

1834 Jake Alexander Blvd. West, 
Suite 504, Salisbury, NC 28147

New Patients Welcome!
Monday-Thursday 8am-5pm  

(704) 636-1848

Dr. Susan Muth, D.D.S.            Dr. Don Fortner, D.M.D.

www.fortnerdentalgroup.com

Dr. Fortner 
Voted BEST 
DENTIST

space for its MedFlight helicopter. 
• BOSS Aircraft Refinishers, a busi-

ness located at the airport, maintains 
and paints aircraft in three hangars.

• Strategic Moves, a private, on-de-
mand charter company, operates out of 
an office building and a hangar it leases 
from the county.

• SouthTecAviation takes up another 
hangar with its aircraft maintenance 
business.

• Carolina Avionics, which does cus-
tom interior refurbishments and installs 
avionics systems, uses a building and 
three hangars.

In short, the airport is a busy place. 
And Davis believes it’s on the edge of 
rapid growth.

“This airport will become a major 
economic driver in five to 10 years,” he 
says.

The new name is intended to reflect 
that bigger role. “Mid-Carolina” also 
communicates the airport’s location to 
people not familiar with Rowan County 
or Salisbury.

A longer runway has been under dis-
cussion for several years. An engineer-
ing report found extending the runway 
500 feet on the north end would cost 
about $25 million — much more than 
county officials said they could justify.

The county may look at going in the 
southern direction instead. Though 
that would require dealing with some 
contaminated land, it should be more 
affordable.

The addition of more hangars also has 
been up for debate — either one large 
corporate hangar or several smaller 
ones.

That prospect is in limbo, but one 
certainty is work to improve the runway 
surface this spring.

The runway will get a new crown and 
groove surface so rainwater runs off to 
the sides and aircraft can get better trac-
tion. Davis says the airport will close for 
about 14 days in April or May for the 
project, estimated to cost about $2.3 mil-
lion.

Joseph DeRosa sands a fiberglass belly pan of an aircraft that is under repair at 
SouthTecAviation, an aviation repair facility at Mid-Carolina Regional Airport.

— Photo by Jon C. Lakey

See Airport, 26                        

W I N N E R

704-633-2464
Mon.-Thus. 11am-9:30pm

Fri.-Sat. 11am-10pm
Sunday 11:30am-9pm

211 Faith Rd., Salisbury, NCeastcoastwings.com

We are feeling the love.

Voted best wings  
in Rowan County  

second year in a row.
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Many agree: High Rock 
Lake is full of potential

By ANDIE FOLEY
andie.foley@salisburypost.com

en years ago, Mikey Wetzel 
had obtained a fair portion of 
the American dream.

He’d graduated from Cal-
ifornia Polytechnic State University 
with a master’s degree in computer sci-
ence. From there, he’d settled in Seattle, 

where he started a family and worked as 
a technical director for Microsoft Game 
Studios.

But something was missing. Name-
ly, Wetzel had yet to achieve a lifelong 
dream of lakefront living.

Wetzel said even for him, with a lu-
crative career in the gaming industry 
that allowed him to work from any lo-
cation, the dream appeared financially 
unattainable.

Then research led him to High Rock 
Lake and the rest, as they say, is history.

Since moving to High Rock Lake’s 
shore, Wetzel has left his job with Mic-
rosoft to focus fulltime on entrepreneur-
ship. He opened Go Burrito in downtown 
Salisbury in 2013.

Now, the restaurant has 35 employ-
ees and averages $1.7 million in annual 
sales. But that’s not all.

Go Burrito is now offering franchis-

ing opportunities, with locations in Ten-
nessee and Florida in the works.

Wetzel said his story of entrepre-
neurism and economic impact on Rowan 
County could be one of many. The crit-
ical factor, he said, is leveraging High 
Rock Lake as the asset that it is.

“High Rock Lake is the second larg-
est lake in North Carolina,” Wetzel said. 

Lake lures in residential, business opportunities

T

The Dutch Second Creek boat access on High Rock Lake at Bringle Ferry Road is popular with boaters.
— Photo by Jon C. Lakey

See Lake, 20                        
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This message brought to you by 
THE ROWAN-KANNAPOLIS 

ALCOHOL BEVERAGE CONTROL

The local ABC Board has now taken it’s Drug & Alcohol 
awareness campaigns to over 100,000 students!

Of  ce of Sherif 

ROWAN COUNTY

Sheriff Kevin L. Auten

DIAL 911 TO REPORT CRIMES • TOUGH ON DRUGS

1754-1758 David Jones
1758-1759 Edward Hughes
1759-1763 Benjamin Miller
1763-1764 William Massey
1764-1767 Francis Locke
1767-1768 Griffith Rutherford
1768-1769 Andrew Allison
1769-1769 Adam Allison
1769-1771 William Temple Coles
1771-1772 James McKay
1772-1774 Daniel Little, Esq.
1774-1777 James Kerr
1777-1779 Galbraith Falls
1779-1779 George Henry Berger
1779-1779 Samuel Hughey
1779-1779 Josiah Rounsevall, Esq. 
1780-1780 Moses Winslow, Esq. 
1780-1781 William Brandon, Esq. 
1781-1781 Peter Faust
1781-1782 James Craige
1782-1785 John Brevard Jr.
1785-1786 John Brevard Sr.
1786-1787 Hugh Terrence (Torrence)
1787-1790 Lewis Beard
1790-1792 Isaac Jones
1792-1794 John Braly (Brawley) Jr.
1794-1808 John Troy
1808-1813 Edward Chambers
1813-1814 John Smith, Esq.
1814-1818 Alexander Frohock
1818-1820 John Beard, Esq.
1820-1824 Samuel Jones
1824-1826 Charles Fisher
1826-1828 Isaac D. Jones
1828-1837 Fielding Slater

1837-1841 John H. Hardie
1841-1849 Richard W. Long
1849-1858 Caleb Kluttz
1858-1865 W.A. Walton
1865-1866 Solomon Kluttz
1867-1872 W.A. Walton
1872-1880 C. F Waggoner
1880-1890 Charles C. Krider
1890-1900 J.M. Monroe
1900-1906 D. R. Julian
1906-1908 Hodge Krider
1908-1914 J.H. McKenzie
1914-1928 J.H. Krider
1928-1930 R.P. Lyerly
1930-1931 W. Locke McKenzie
1931-1932 Cal Miller
1932-1950 J.H. Krider
1950-1966 Arthur J. Shuping
1966-1986 John Stirewalt
1986-1986 Junius L. “June” Bost 
1986-1998 Robert “Bob” G. Martin
1998-2009 George Wilhelm
2009-Present Kevin L. Auten

MISSION: To provide professional law enforcement 
to the citizens of Rowan County, North Carolina 

through efficient and effective methods.  This 
mission encompasses functions of courthouse 

security, civil process, operation of detention facility, 
investigations and community patrol.

263rd Year of the
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By DEIRDRE
PARKER SMITH

deirdre.smith@salisburypost.com

he economic impact of tour-
ism in Rowan County contin-
ues to grow, prompting fur-
ther efforts to promote the 

county and its attractions, according 
to James Meacham, CEO of the Rowan 
County Tourism Authority.

“Tourism remains very 
strong” for Rowan Coun-
ty, Meacham says. “The 
numbers bear that out. 
Overall, tourism 2008-16 
has grown just short of 50 
percent.”

Meacham says that’s 
good considering the recession.

He says 2017 was the best year the 
county ever had in tourism.

“We saw the most growth, the most 

visitor spending, new hotels, increased 
attendance at attractions.”

Rowan County tourism has grown 
about 5 percent per year, moving the 
county steadily up into the top 30 of 
North Carolina’s 100 counties. Meacham 
projects 2017 to show another 5 percent 
growth, but figures won’t be available 
until midyear.

Through December, Meacham says, 
Rowan saw a 14.9 percent growth in over-
night visitors at hotels, bed and break-

fasts and Airbnb sites. Just counting the 
revenue generated at hotels, including 
the monthly occupancy tax, 2017 will 
come in just under $15 million, com-
pared to $13 million in 2016.

The Tourism Authority has benefit-
ed from an incentives program with its 
partners. The biggest thing that part-
nership produced was the Polar Express 
at the N.C. Transportation Museum in 
Spencer. People were encouraged to stay 
overnight with certain package deals.

Tourism is growing by 
leaps and bounds

Area events, attractions draw thousands to Rowan

Hearty people did not let damp conditions stop them from enjoying what has become a fall family tradition at the annual Autumn Jubilee festival at Dan Nicholas Park. 
— Photo by Jon C. Lakey

T Meacham
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704.279.2579
110 E. Bank Street

Granite Quarry

704.856.2579
North End Plaza

422 N. Hwy. 29 - China Grove

2 Convenient Locations in Rowan County

Granite 
Tire & 

Alignment
704-279-6427

145 S. Salisbury Ave.

Granite 
Muffler & 
Exhaust
704-279-0660

144 S. Salisbury Ave.

Chris Brown, Owner
GRANITE QUARRY, NC

Residential & Commercial • Licensed, Bonded & Insured

704-278-3719  www.cacplumbingllc.com

U CALL...WE’LL CRAWL

Welcome to the Town 
of Granite Quarry

408 South Salisbury Ave., Granite Quarry
Mon.-Sat. 10am-9pm 704-209-1024

follow us on:

Terrible

Service!

Can't  Find Open 
Hours!

Where

 is  their 

MENU?!

AddressNot
Found!

They Don'tHave...

704-797-4228      www.salisburypostdigital.com

NEED HELP WITH YOUR ONLINE PRESENCE?
  We have the tools you need!

Thank you for your support 
for over 17 years!

404 E Innes St, Salisbury 
704-633-7333

Runner Up 1st Place
BEST TAKE-OUT

Vietnamese Streetside Café

Dine In • Take Out

121 N Long St, Salisbury
 (704) 209-4591

www.yummibanhmi.com
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Visit our other exciting parks…

www.dannicholas.net

Ellis Park
3541 Old Mocksville Road, Salisbury, NC
704-216-7783

Eagle Point Nature  Reserve
665 Black Road, Salisbury, NC 28146

Sloan Park
550 Sloan Road, Mt. Ulla, NC
28125 704-637-7776

Dunns Mountain
Nature & Historical Preserve
Dunns Mountain Road, Salisbury, NC

6800 Bringle Ferry Road, Salisbury, NC 

28146 •704-216-7800 or 1-866-767-2757

The Tourism Authority is also work-
ing with Piedmont Players to offer the-
ater tickets to people who spend the night 
in the county. That has also produced 
positive results.

Increased group sales, different con-
ferences, the Little League World Series 
games and other groups grew from 900 
in 2016 to 1,382 in 2017.

Once Rowan launched the county 
brand “Be an original,” it also launched 
digital infrastructure on the website and 
social media.

“If you combine all that, from the 
electronic contacts to in-person, Row-
an had 200,000 visitors in 2017. … Even 
the trolley averaged 1,000 people per 
month,” Meacham said.

Later this year, a new hotel, Hilton 
Home2, will be completed near Exit 75 
on Interstate 85.

Airbnb is reshaping the lodging here, 
now taking a 5 percent share, Meacham 
says. An example would be Amie and 
Tommy’s Baudoin’s cabin in Gold Hill 
next to a Morgan Ridge tasting room.

When any hotel opens, the communi-
ty benefits from the local property tax, 
sales tax, and water and sewer usage, 
generating about a quarter million dol-
lars a year.

“We’re also excited that in 2019, we 
will host the N.C. Main Street Manag-
ers conference downtown. … We had the 

N.C. fine arts conference this week and 
next year, Little League is back.”

The Polar Express and Thomas the 
Tank Engine continue to grow, with 
about 2,000 room nights.

This year’s arts and agriculture 
program came directly from the new 
branding — “the things that make us an 
original.” Activities will begin in April 
and run through November, with both 
visitors and locals showing interest.

“It runs across the whole county — 
Gold Hill, Mount Ulla, Spencer, China 
Grove, Kannapolis. It’s exciting to be 

able to do something original and bring 
in more than one area,” Meacham says. 
“We’ve been working with 30 different 
partners to make this happen.”

The year will also see more attention 
in the Railwalk Arts district and finishing 
the way-finding system.

Meacham says “2018 is looking as 
good or better than 2017.”

He praised Kelly Alexander, director 
of the N.C. Transportation Museum.

“It’s a true testament to Kelly and 
her team that they can transform that 
site into a tourism destination through 

activities and promotions,” Meacham 
says, adding that the museum had to 
make changes with less funding from the 
state. The Polar Express moved Decem-
ber up from the slowest month to around 
“the middle of pack in terms of overnight 
visitors.”

Meacham stresses that the Tourism 
Authority is doing multiple feasibility 
studies on hotels — beyond what’s under 
construction — in the southern Rowan 
and Kannapolis areas.

“We’re setting ourselves up to prepare 
for the future, to maximize the growth 
up I-85.”

Dan Nicholas Park remains at the top 
of the list for visitors, both local and non-
local, with its multiple attractions.

After Dan Nicholas Park, Lazy 5 Ranch 
is second in attendance, then the Trans-
portation Museum; Patterson Farms is 
fourth, attracting visitors and field trips, 
with strawberries in spring and now fall 
events, as well. It’s a big draw for people 
from the Mooresville area.

Fifth is the arts and cultural institu-
tions, including Piedmont Players The-
atre, Lee Street theatre, Salisbury Sym-
phony, and Waterworks Visual Arts Cen-
ter, with a number of events and shows.

“That really speaks to the diversity 
of tourism here — parks, historic sites, 
a farm with animals, and arts and cul-
ture,” Meacham said.

The Polar Express is a popular holiday event that draws the young and young-at-
heart to the North Carolina Transportation Museum.  — Photo by Jon C. Lakey
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Visit these 2017 RoCo Gold 
People’s Choice Winners!

See a complete list of winners at www.rocogold.com

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Best International Cuisine
KATANA JAPANESE FUSION
475 Jake Alexander Blvd. W #101
Salisbury 704-636-0200
katanafusion.com

Best Mexican Cuisine
EL PATRON
1030 Freeland Dr., Salisbury
704-636-5300
elpatronsalisburync.com

Best BBQ
COLLEGE BBQ
117 Statesville Blvd., Salisbury
704-633-9953

Best Caterer
DEBBIE SUGGS CATERING
Salisbury 
704-637-2016

Best Take-out Food
KATANA JAPANESE FUSION
475 Jake Alexander Blvd. W #101
Salisbury 704-636-0200
katanafusion.com

Best Patio/Outdoor Dining
GO BURRITO
115 W. Fisher St., Salisbury
704-754-4755
goburrito.com

Best Burrito
GO BURRITO
115 W. Fisher St., Salisbury
704-754-4755
goburrito.com

Best Frozen Treat
DAIRY QUEEN W. INNES
1004 W. Innes St., Salisbury
704-636-8653
dairyqueen.com

Best Seafood
BLUE BAY
1007 E. Innes St 
& 2050 Statesville Blvd.
www.bluebay-seafood.com

Best Steak
IVAN’S
2024 Old Mocksville Rd., Salisbury
704-637-2000
ivansrestaurant.com

Best Sushi
KATANA JAPANESE FUSION
475 Jake Alexander Blvd. W #101
Salisbury 704-636-0200
katanafusion.com  

Best Wings
EAST COAST WINGS
211 Faith Rd., Salisbury
704-633-2464
eastcoastwings.com

Best Place to Entertain Kids
DAN NICHOLAS PARK
6800 Bringle Ferry Rd., Salisbury
rowancountync.gov/Dan-Nicholas-Park

Best Late Night Entertainment
GO BURRITO
115 W. Fisher St., Salisbury
704-754-4755
goburrito.com 

Best Park
DAN NICHOLAS PARK
6800 Bringle Ferry Rd., Salisbury
rowancountync.gov/Dan-Nicholas-Park  

Best Fishing/Hunting Supplies
 (tie)

HILL’S MINNOW FARM
7940 Bringle Ferry Rd., Salisbury
704-633-7413
hillsminnowfarm.com

FLEMING CANDY COMPANY
3680 S. Main St., Salisbury
704-633-4251
flemingcandycompany.com

Best Karate/Martial Arts
SIDEKICK KARATE - DWTN
520 S Main St., Salisbury
704-202-6454
sidekickdojo.com

Best Chiropractic
JETER CHIROPRACTIC
1001 N. Main St., Salisbury
704-633-5156
jeterchironc.com

Best Hearing Service
BELTONE
1921 W. Innes St., Salisbury
213 N. Main St., China Grove
beltonerowan.com

Best Dentist
FORTNER DENTAL GROUP
1834 Jake Alexander Blvd. W.
Salisbury 704-636-1848
fortnerdentalgroup.com

Runner Up: 
Merrell Family Dentistry
702 S Highland Ave, Landis
704-857-6161 merrellfamilydentistry.com

Best Assisted Living Facility
TRINITY OAKS
820 Klumac Rd., Salisbury
704-637-3784
trinityoaks.net

Best Women’s Health Provider
CAROLINA WOMEN’S HEALTH
911 W. Henderson St., #300
Salisbury 704-636-9270
nhcarolinawomenshealthassociates.org

Best Medical Facility
NOVANT ROWAN MEDICAL CENTER
12 Mocksville Ave, Salisbury
704-210-5000
novanthealth.org

Best Antiques
SALISBURY EMPORIUM
230 E. Kerr St., Salisbury
704-642-0039
salisburyemporium.com

Best Gifts/Specialty Items
THE CANDY SHOPPE ON MAIN
119 S. Main St., Salisbury
704-603-6514

Best Bedding/Furniture
R&J FURNITURE
1015 N. Salisbury Ave., Spencer
704-633-4677
rjfurniturexpress.com

Runner Up: 
Bare Furniture
1660 N. Main St., China Grove
704-857-2619  barefurniture.co

Best Prom/Bridal
A PERFECT DRESS
590 Corriher Gravel Rd.
China Grove  704-855-2427
aperfectdresscg.com

Best Shoes
RALPH BAKERS
428 N. Main St., Salisbury
704-636-1850 
ralphbakershoes.com

Best Flooring Provider
YOUNG’S FLOORING
110 E. Main St., Rockwell
704-279-2278

Runner Up: Grove Supply
1600 N. Main St., China Grove
704-857-2415
grovesupplyflooring.com

Best Hardware Store
TRUE VALUE
1818 W. Innes St., Salisbury
980-330-6700
truevalue.com/salisbury

Best Hardwood Flooring Service
GRIMES FLOOR SERVICE
704-791-0283
grimesfloors.com

Runner Up: Young’s Flooring
110 E. Main St., Rockwell
704-279-2278

Best AC/Heating Service
STOUT HEATING & AIR
4243 S. Main St., Salisbury
704-633-8095
stoutheatingandair.com

Best Painting Service
RICHARD’S PAINTING
112 E. Council St., Salisbury
704-856-8101
richardspainting.net

Best Handyman
HANDYMAN OF ROWAN
710-210-2342
handmanofrowan.com

Best Cleaning Service
WIFE FOR HIRE
704-633-9295
wifeforhireinc.com

Best Carpet/Upholstery Cleaning
TOM’S CARPET CARE
Salisbury 704-633-7030
tomscarpetcareinc.com

Runner Up: Ritchie’s Steamway
5135, 622 E Council St, Salisbury
704-633-9418

Best Hair Salon
SALISBURY SALON & SPA
210 E. Innes Street., Salisbury
704-310-5941
www.salisburysalonspa.com  

Best Lawn Equipment
FAITH FARM EQUIPMENT
585 Srv Rd I85, Salisbury
704-431-4566
faithfarm.com

Best Boarding/Sitting Service
LAZY 5 VETERINARY HOSPTIAL
2916 S. Main St., Salisbury
704-636-1100
lazy5vets.com

Runner Up: 
Rowan Animal Clinic
4155 Statesville Blvd, Salisbury
704-636-3408  
rowananimalclinic.com

Best Veterinary Service
LAZY 5 VETERINARY HOSPTIAL
2916 S. Main St., Salisbury
704-636-1100
lazy5vets.com

Runner Up: 
Rowan Animal Clinic
4155 Statesville Blvd, Salisbury
704-636-3408  
rowananimalclinic.com

Best Pet Food/Pet Items
First local
MAIN STREAM PETS
5675 S. Main St., Salisbury
704-642-0004
mainstreampets.com

Best Dry Cleaner
VOGUE CLEANERS
106 N. Long St., Salisbury
704-633-5411
salisburydrycleaners.com

Best Pre-Owned Car Dealer
SALISBURY MOTOR CO.
700 W. Innes St., Salisbury
704-636-1341
salisburymotorcompany.com

Best College
CATAWBA COLLEGE
2300 W. Innes St., Salisbury
704-637-4111
catawba.edu

Best Funeral Service Provider
POWLES STATON FUNERAL HOME
913 W. Main St., Rockwell
704-279-7241
powlesfuneralhome.com

Best Customer Service (Retail/Service)
POWLES STATON FUNERAL HOME
913 W. Main St., Rockwell
704-279-7241
powlesfuneralhome.com
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China Grove Family Medicine
308 East Centerview Street

China Grove, NC 28023
704-855-5200

Northern Rowan Family Medicine
300 N. Salisbury Avenue

Spencer, NC 28159
704-216-2630

Family Medicine Services 
Serving Children to Adults

We accept Medicaid, Medicare, Private Insurances 
and self payment based on a sliding fee scale

Accepting New Patients

Cabarrus Rowan Community
Health Centers, INC.

At the Heart of great health is a Primary Care Practice...
who understands your unique healthcare needs

Serving Rowan County in 2 Locations

Nelius Macharia, MD Paige Carpenetti, PA-C Alex Waite, DO Lindsay Morgan, PA-C

also serving Cabarrus County in 2 Locations

“Why is it not a huge economic driver for 
this area? … There are millions of people 
like me that if they knew (about the lake), 
they would move here in a heartbeat ....”

Wetzel’s desire to build awareness of 
the lake is one felt by county officials 
and residents alike — so much so that 
chairman of the Board of Commission-
ers, Greg Edds, formed a group to dis-
cuss leveraging the natural resource in 
late 2017.

“How do we begin to create a struc-
ture and a framework for developing 
that asset into something that we can 
be proud of and that helps meet all of 
our other economic and quality of life 
objectives?” Edds said following a De-
cember meeting of the group.

For members of the group, the first 
step is marketing three of the lakes key 
assets:

REAL ESTATE
Wetzel said that to the average Row-

an County citizen, High Rock Lake land 
costs may seem pretty steep: averaging 
at about $100,000 to $200,000 per acre.

“That’s an inside viewpoint,” he said. 
“To the rest of the country, land costs 

money.”
How much money depends on the lo-

cation, he said, but lakefront property 
on High Rock is cheaper than non-lake-
front property in other parts of the na-
tion.

Wetzel said this comparatively small 
price tag could draw many. The benefit, 
he said, is when they begin to construct 
their homes.

“(W)hen somebody comes in and 
they build an upscale house, that’s mon-
ey they’re injecting into local economy 
right now.”

BUSINESS POTENTIAL
While many give areas around Row-

an County negative marks for under-
served markets and missing business-
es, Wetzel said he sees nothing but un-
tapped potential.

On High Rock in particular, spaces to 
purchase, rent or repair boats are few 
and far between.

“Would you ever buy a car without 
test driving it?” he said. “You’re not go-
ing to buy a boat without test driving it. 
Not a real boat.”

Boat dealerships have the potential 
to bring huge economic movement to the 
county, Wetzel said. Certain brands of 
wakeboard boats, for example, retail for 
over $100,000.

“(T)here’s a lot of economic poten-

tial there,” said Wetzel. “Plus, if you 
had more people coming to the lake, 
and it had more of an ecosystem, I think 
you’d have the market for several more 
restaurants, like Lake Norman.”

RECREATION
Currently, the county and owners 

of High Rock’s dam, Cube Hydro, are 
working to select the location of a future 
public access area on Rowan County’s 
side of the lake.

The construction is part of a relicens-
ing settlement agreement between then-
dam owner Alcoa and stakeholders, al-
lowing operation of the dams to continue 
only if certain conditions are met.

One condition required that Alcoa 
fund a public access point for Rowan 
County, and it’s an obligation Cube Hy-
dro has inherited.

““They want to be good corporate cit-
izens in this region,” said Rowan Cham-
ber of Commerce President Elaine Spal-
ding. “They’ve gotten involved in the 
community and I think they are going 
to be a really good partner for the county 
going forward.”

Wetzel said officials are working to-
gether with Cube Hydro to select an area 
for the construction.

Others, like Spalding and Larry Jones 
and Joyce Caron-Mercier with the High 
Rock Lake Association, point to recre-

ational activities already available.
Spalding said lake amenities current-

ly include Eagle Point, a nature preserve 
and hiking trail along the waters edge. 
The Chamber of Commerce also hosts 
its annual Dragon Boat Festival on the 
lake, which attracts nearly 25 teams and 
3,500 spectators.

Jones and Caron-Mercier said the 
lake offers a great place to fish. In sum-
mer months, there are fishing tourna-
ments nearly every weekend, said Jones, 
and Bass Master Classic tournaments 
have been hosted at the lake three times.

“That’s economic development for 
the county, ongoing,” said Caron-Mer-
cier.

SPREADING THE WORD
With the location of a public access 

point still in limbo, the first course of 
action for Edds’ High Rock Lake Com-
mittee is the dissemination of the above 
information.

“High Rock Lake, first, it needs to ex-
ist. People need to know about it,” said 
Wetzel. “We need to tell the story.”

Jones, president of the High Rock 
Lake Association, agreed.

“It’s turned into a beautiful place to 
be and it’s kind of a well-kept secret,” 
Jones said. “What it was has nothing to 
do with what it is now or what it’s going 
to be in the future.”

Lake
Continued from 14                          
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230 Emanuel Church Road | Rockwell, NC
704.279.1151 | www.carolinapipecleaning.com

• Plumbing Services

• Water Heater 
   Repair & Replacement

• Septic Services

• Grease Trap  
   Pumping & Installation

CHECK

Emergency Service
Licensed & Insured

proached its partnership with Healthy 
Rowan with the attitude, “What can we 
do to help?”

One of the biggest community 
health issues Novant and Healthy 
Rowan are focusing on is obesity. 
To help combat it, Caldwell said No-
vant’s cafeteria changed its menu to 
be healthier, the hospital helped set 
up weight management programs for 
employees, and the system now has a 
doctor specializing in weight loss and 
bariatric surgery.

“That’s really where the strength 
(of Healthy Rowan) comes from,” 
Caldwell said. “When everybody’s 
rowing in the right direction.”

Just a few years into its mission, 
Healthy Rowan is already taking small 
steps toward a better future. Rowan 
County is now ranked 73rd instead of 
76th in health outcomes. It seems like 
a small victory, but Healthy Rowan 
has its eyes on a long-term goal — a 
community where healthy living is the 
norm. And you don’t get there over-
night.

“That’s definitely a positive,” Smith 
said of the jump in rank. “The stuff 
we’re trying to do, we may not see an 

impact for 10 years. And I feel like 
that’s a hard place, because people are 
like, ‘OK so what did you do? What did 
you cure today?’”

In the upcoming years, Smith said 

Healthy Rowan wants to work to put 
the walking program the Daily Mile 
in every elementary school, to target 
the opioid epidemic and to make local 
parks tobacco-free.

If the whole county pulls togeth-
er, residents can achieve a healthier, 
brighter future, she said.

“It takes all of us,” Woolly said. “It 
takes 138,000 people.”

Healthy
Continued from 8                          

Cressley Patterson and Kimberly Vences from Susan Waller’s second grade class at Landis Elementary run on the walking trail 
behind the school. The Daily Mile helps to make sure that school kids get time to experience physical activity.

— Photo by Jon C. Lakey
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By REBECCA RIDER
rebecca.rider@salisburypost.com

or years, prospective employ-
ees fought over a small selec-
tion of jobs — but now industry 
professionals are saying the 

tables have turned.
With more job openings than appli-

cants, many employers have switched 
hiring tactics, transforming the job field 
into something new and unexplored.

“I think employers are more inter-

ested in not so much as what you have 
done as in what you can do for them,” 
Rod Kerr, director of Jobs for Life said.

Jobs for Life is a ministry that helps 
people down on their luck build up soft 
skills for the work place and which helps 
them figure out which field holds their 
passion. It’s been running out of First 
Baptist Church in Salisbury for about 
three years, Kerr said, and in that time 
the job market has “radically changed.”

“There were no jobs and a lot of peo-
ple. Now, at some level, there are a lot of 

jobs and no people,” he said.
And when it comes to potential em-

ployees, employers are looking for a 
different skill set.

“The No. 1 reason people get let go 
is attendance,” Donna Ludwig, account 
manager of business services at Row-
an-Cabarrus Community College said.

Ludwig works with Stan Honeycutt at 
the North Carolina Manufacturing Insti-
tute, helping to retrain and re-employ lo-
cals down on their luck. Honeycutt runs 
a strict ship as he teaches his students 

the ins and outs of the manufacturing 
field — the class is expected to be on 
time, students are given timed breaks 
and no cell phones are allowed.

“If they’ll show up every day, that’s 
the battle,” Honeycutt said.

In recent years, Ludwig said employ-
ers are leaning more towards a focus on 
soft skills than technical ability. If an 
employee will show up to work every 
day on time, and work as part of a team, 
much of the rest can be taught — at least 
for entry level positions.

Job training is a 
different landscape

Programs help people prepare for employment 

F

Karli Stoops, left, and Nathaniel Carl work on their logo designs that they are creating for their class on marketing. Rowan-Cabarrus Community College provides courses 
for job training. — Photo by Jon C. Lakey
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Your local pharmacy, dedicated to 

better service! 
Cleveland 
Drug Co.

11745 Statesville Blvd.
Cleveland, NC 27013-9419

704-278-4788
Hours: Monday-Friday 9am-6pm

Saturday 9am-12noon; Closed Sunday

Cleveland
Pediatrics

Dr. Paula D. Franklin
Board Certified Pediatrician

Office Visits by Appointment      Ages Birth to 18 Years
11709 Statesville Blvd., Cleveland, NC 27013

704-278-0300  Fax 704-278-0636

Ideal for weddings and 
corporate events

704-614-5856   s  www.TheArborsEvents.com

CLEVELAND’S
HOMETOWN

PROUD
Supermarket

704-278-0228
11745 Statesville Blvd.

US Hwy. 70, Cleveland, NC

Welcome to Cleveland

“We are training them on how to be 
good employees — so there’s a lot of soft 
skills,” Ludwig said.

Instead of asking about skills, expe-
rience or certification, employers are 
spending a good chunk of interviews 
asking different questions.

“They ask, ‘Was he there every day?’ 
‘Was he on time?’ and, ‘Would you hire 
him?” She said.

According to Honeycutt, the best 
manufacturing workers are the ones 
who are curious, who think critically 
and creatively about problems, who 
take initiative and who have a flair for 
repair.

And in response to job market chang-
es, job training programs are chang-
ing, as well. According to Kerr, Jobs for 
Life is undergoing a “reimagining” and 
“reinventing” to help better prepare its 
students for the current market.

The North Carolina Manufactur-
ing Institute itself was launched in re-
sponse to different market demands, 
and represents a rethinking of classical 
job training. There, company partners 
trade scholarships for reliable, compe-

tent workers.
The arrangement allows students to 

attend the institute free of charge, and 
has employers foot the cost of tuition if 

a new employee and program graduate 
makes it to the 90-day mark. Most do, 
Honeycutt said.

Ludwig also said some hiring pro-

cesses have changed in recent years, 
including drug test requirements — and 
occasionally physical ability and behav-
ioral tests.

But for job-seekers who might be 
scratching their heads at an ever-fluc-
tuating market, there are plenty of local 
opportunities for training and network-
ing.

Those interested in the N.C. Manu-
facturing Institute should call 704-216-
7205 or 704-216-3542 for more informa-
tion. Those interested in Jobs for Life 
should contact rod@fbcsalisbury.org 
or 704-633-0431 for more information.

Rowan-Cabarrus Community Col-
lege also runs an “R3” center to help 
refocus, retrain and reemploy job seek-
ers. For more information contact 704-
216-7201 or visit www.rccc.edu/r3/.

Other job training opportunities in-
clude:

The NC Works Career Center: 704-
639-7529.

The Goodwill Career Connections 
Center: 704-638-6434.

Better Jobs for Better Lives: 704-
216-7201.

A class of students graduates from the international Jobs for Life program at First 
Baptist Church of Salisbury, which empowers people with confidence to find em-
ployment and be productive in all aspects of their life.  — Photo by Jon C. Lakey
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 As one of the most cost efficient 
funeral homes  in Rowan County, 

 we take pride in  providing 
personal and   compassionate 
service at an affordable price.

We  are completing major  interior 
and exterior  renovation s   to  

our  building,   to better 
serve our families.

LINN-HONEYCUTT 
FUNERAL HOME 

1420 North Main St., China Grove
704-857-2401

Linn-Honeycutt.com

LL Goodnight 
& Sons, Inc.

SUPPLIES FOR YOUR:
Lawn - Garden - Farm - Pets
Livestock - Horses & More!
605 Saw Rd, China Grove

704-857-7207
Mon – Fri  8:00 am – 5:30 pm

Sat 8:00 am – 3:00 pm303 S. Main St., China Grove
704-857-0300

www.nowayjoses.com

Full Bar
with Daily

Drink Specials

Daily 
Specials

333 North Main Street
China Grove 704.857.2466

Town of China Grove

@chinagrovevents

Town of ChinaGrove NC

Discover what’s happening
 in China Grove…

For 2018 Events visit 
www.ChinaGrovenc.gov

704-857-BATH
CORNER OF 29 NORTH &

OLD BEATTY FORD RD
CHINA GROVE

WWW.LANDISPLUMBING.COM

704-857-0166

Your Source and 
Transportation of
• Masonry Supplies 
• Landscape 

Materials 
• Natural Building 

Stone
PICK-UP OR PROMPT DELIVERY

225 CORRIHER GRAVEL RD.
OFF HWY 29 CHINA GROVE, NC

HRS 8:00 - 5:00 M - F • 8:00 - 12:00 SAT

SINCE 1939

SAND & STONE, INC.

Visit China Grove
A business friendly community that still retains 

the warmth and charm of a small town
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590 Corriher Gravel Rd, China Grove
7 04-855-2427

aperfectdresscg.com

A Perfect Dress
    WE MAKE YOUR   OCCASION SPECIAL

PROM
BRIDAL

SPECIAL 
OCCASION

    FOR OVER25 Y
EA

R
S!

Voted Best 
shop for

Prom/Bridal

We can help you 
understand your savings 
and how much income to 
expect during retirement. 
You decide if it is enough.

603 N Main Street | China Grove, NC 28023 | www.victorywmi.com

How much is
Enough? Your money. Your vision. Your retirement.

Call for a complimentary review. 
704-857-4924

*Midge Suite-Arnold and Cathy Foster offer securities through FSC Securities Corporation, member FINRA/SIPC.  Midge Suite-Arnold and Cathy Foster offer insurance products and investment 
advisory services through FSC Securities Corporation and their affiliates, member FINRA/SIPC and a registered investment advisor.  Certain insurance products are offered by Midge Suite-Arnold 
and Cathy S. Foster as licensed agents independent of FSC Securities Corporation. Tax Preparation Services offered through Victory Wealth Management, Inc.  Victory Wealth Management is 
not affiliated with FSC Securities Corporation or registered as a broker-dealer or investment advisor.

Buying or Selling Call Us!

704.857.0539
110 North Main Street, China Grove, NC
www.KEYRENC.com

Your KEY to a  
Successful Transaction

Call Ronnie & Pamela James
704-857-0029

www.par3-ins.com
1705 S. Main St., China Grove

QUESTIONS 
ABOUT 

MEDICARE 
AND OPEN 

ENROLLMENT?

 WE CAN 
HELP

Serving Rowan 
County for 68 Years!

Grove Supply 
Company
1600 North Main Street

China Grove
704-857-2415

Carpet • Tile
Stone •  Hardwood 
Laminate • Granite 

 Vent Free Fireplaces

 Farm Supply

goodman
338 N. Main St. • China Grove • 704/857-5938

FAMILY OWNED 
& OPERATED 
SINCE 1963

EVERYTHING FOR THE 
FARMER, GARDENER 
AND HOMEOWNER
Garden Tools, Hardware, Feed 

& Seed, Flowers & Vegetable Plants

114 S. Main St., 
China Grove

704-856-8861

Furniture | Candles
Home Décor and Gifts from 

Local Artists and Vendors

Visit China Grove
A business friendly community that still retains 

the warmth and charm of a small town
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SPIRIT!
WE DO

U.S.NEWS 
& WORLD REPORT 

“2018 BEST COLLEGES” 
4TH AMONG  BEST REGIONAL 

COLLEGES IN THE SOUTH

1 OF ONLY 4 
N.C. COLLEGES
in the top 100 list in 2018  

Forbes’ Grateful Graduates Index

For 5 Years Running!

www.catawba.edu
Salisbury, NC   1.800.CATAWBA

“Best College Theater” according 
to the Princeton Review’s 2018 

edition of “The Best 382 Colleges,” 
ranking 17th in the nation

704. 637. 4265

GET ACCESS

CATAWBA.EDU/CHIEFSCLUB

ENJOY ALL 
THE  BENEFITS!

to people & programs that make  
Catawba Athletics great by offering 

outstanding benefits which  
secure you as part of the  

Catawba Chiefs Club. 

HARD CLAY? DAMAGING VOLES? 
PROBLEM SOLVED NATURALLY!

Natural

• For Gardens, Trees, Shrubs, Vegetables & Lawns

• Permanent Aeration For Existing Plants

• Used by Professionals and  
Expert Gardeners

• ONE TIME Application

• Discourages Voles Naturally

• Safe For Pets & Wildlife

• Excellent For Orchids, Water  
Gardens & Potted Plants

  Available at                  

&  

www.permatill.com

That should help the airport attract 
slightly larger planes, Davis says.

Workers just finished expanding the 
airport’s offices and conference room. 
Davis says businesses that need to fly 
people in for meetings can hold sessions 
there. The room is equipped for video 
conferencing too.

Davis says many don’t realize how 
frequently people involved with or call-
ing on local businesses travel by air. For 
example, vendors often fly in to meet 
with Food Lion. The company’s Cess-
na Citation jet also flies out frequently 
for meetings with vendors and visits to 
stores.

In 2013, Concord Regional Airport 
added flights from Allegiant, fitting 
a niche market — travelers attracted 
to low-cost carriers. As air traffic has 
grown at Charlotte-Douglas and Con-
cord, more business has been pushed 
out to Mid-Carolina, Davis says.

Mid-Carolina has the potential and 
the opportunity to become bigger than 
Concord Regional Airport, Davis says.

“People will know we’re here.”

Airport
Continued from 12                          

The terminal at Mid-Carolina Regional Airport is nearly completed with a new addition and remodel.  — Photo by Jon C. Lakey
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Breakfast ~ Lunch ~ Dinner
115 S Main Faith St, Faith, NC :: 704-279-0232

Mon. - Sat. 6AM–9PM; Sun. 7AM-2PM

Old Fashioned 
Milkshakes

Lunch Plates

Sandwiches

Breakfast and 
Lunch Specials

Neil’s Paint & Body Shop
Serving Salisbury/Rowan for 31 years

Quality Painting • Collision & Frame Repairs

704-279-5605
1685 Kluttz Road

Faith, NC

Kori Lefler

704-239-4517
midcarolinaspe@gmail.com

 

5550 Faith Road
704-209-1203West Lefler

June 29 - July 4
July 4th Fireworks 10:30pm
Parade starts at 10am
All-American 
Fun for Everyone!
great food | live music | vendors | parade 
games & prizes | rides | kids’ zone

FAITH 4TH OF JULY 
CELEBRATION

Independence Day 
Celebration

GLOW HAIR SALON

109 N. Main St., Faith, NC 28041 | 704-787-6054
xoglowsalon.com

Jill Rowland Owner
Licensed Cosmetologist | Certified Extensionist

Grace Sexton  Licensed Cosmetologist

Shiloh Reformed 
Church of Faith

100 South Main St., Faith, NC
(704) 279-2260

www.shilohreformedchurch.com
The Mission of Shiloh Reformed Church of Faith, 

a Fellowship of Christians, is to share the love 
of Jesus Christ with people everywhere through the ministries 

of Worship, Discipleship, Evangelism and Missions.

205 S. Main St, Faith, NC, 28041
704-279-2500

Rev. Randy Drafts, Pastor

For Sermon Audio and Other 
Information, VISIT: 

www.faithlutheranfaithnc.org
www.facebook.com/faithluthernfaithnc.org

 “Love God, Love Each Other,
Serve Humanity.”

SUNDAYS:
9:00 AM – Fellowship with Breakfast

9:30 AM – Sunday School
10:30 AM – Worship

WEDNESDAYS:
10:00 AM – Chapel

SPECIAL WORSHIP EVENTS:
Advent, Christmas, Lent, and Easter

See our website or call for times. 

ASK US about Upward Basketball and Cheerleading, 
Youth Group, and our weekday ministries!

Faith
Lutheran
Church

Welcome to the Town of Faith
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Bell Tower Green will have big 
impact on downtown

By MARK WINEKA
mark.wineka@salisburypost.com

hen Jason Walser takes the 
Bell Tower Green show on 
the road, so to speak, he of-
ten starts out with an aerial 

photograph of downtown Salisbury.
It reveals a beautifully built environ-

ment, Walser says. But there’s no river, 
no mountains, not a lot of trees, not a lot 
of green space. Period.

Bell Tower Green promises to change 

the look of future aerial 
shots of downtown and 
could be the catalyst for 
other projects  — the 
Empire Hotel comes to 
mind — that bring more 
residential living to the 
central business district.

The 3.6-acre city block bounded by 
West Innes, South Jackson, West Fisher 
and South Church streets will be trans-
formed into an oasis of trees, shrubs, 
gardens, brick pathways and maybe 
even a water feature.

It will be a place to play, a place to 
relax, a place for big events, a place for 
small programs. It will seem part town 
commons, part Hurley Park.

Bell Tower Green owes its name to 
the Bell Tower, a city landmark that ris-
es above the site, and the large circle of 
green — a full acre of lawn — that will 
be its dominant feature.

You might be visiting Bell Tower 
Green to buy produce at the Saturday 
morning farmers market. You might be 
listening to a musician behind the Bell 
Tower. Your children might be explor-

ing a play garden. You could be lounging 
with your dog on a blanket, eating at a 
table outside the Wrenn House, or listen-
ing to the Salisbury Symphony during 
Pops at the Post.

Walser sees Bell Tower Green as a 
place where things are happening all 
the time, where people will feel safe, 
where dog walkers are welcome and 
where people can still be on their digital 
devices thanks to its Wi-Fi.

“We are committed to making it a 
quality park, and we have every inten-
tion of doing it,” Walser says. “I think 

New park will bring nature to central district

W Walser
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BUILDING A

ENERGY FUTURE
SMARTER

We’re making smart investments to deliver  

an affordable, reliable and cleaner energy future  

that North Carolina families and communities  

deserve now – and for years to come. 

AFFORDABLE

• New bill-lowering 
tools for  

every budget

• More customer 
control over  
energy use

RELIABLE

• Investments  
to strengthen and  

secure the energy grid

• Better reliability  
and fewer/shorter 

outages

CLEANER

• Recycling 75% of 
N.C. produced coal 

byproducts 

• Second state in 
the country for solar 

installations

Here’s what our investments mean for you:

DUKE-ENERGY.COM/SMARTER

it’s going to be good for our economy. 
I really do.”

A master plan (probably 90 percent 
complete) is in place, and Walser has 
been sharing it during his increasing 
number of presentations on behalf of 
the nonprofit organization set up to raise 
money and oversee the park’s develop-
ment.

“We don’t have it all figured out,” 
Walser stresses at those meetings.

Dyke Messinger heads the Bell Tow-
er Green board, and other members in-
clude Walser, Paul Fisher, Ed Norvell, 
Darrell Hancock and Margaret Kluttz.

This is not a city of Salisbury project, 
but the city will provide a lot of assis-
tance as needed. And this is no longer 
a project of the Blanche & Julian Rob-
ertson Family Foundation, which bought 
the property from the Maxwell Cham-
bers Trust for $1.75 million.

The foundation got things rolling 
toward a park plan, demolition of the 
former First Bank building and estab-
lishment of an independent Bell Tower 
Green nonprofit group.

“The Robertson Foundation is now 
out of this,” says Walser, who serves as 
its executive director.

Salisbury philanthropist Fred Stan-
back put up $1 million in the beginning 

and asked that any park development 
serve the community’s needs and be “as 
green as possible,” Walser said.

Walser estimates a fully developed 
park, as envisioned by the board, might 
take $7 million to $9 million. Substan-
tial money already has been raised, but 
Norvell and Fisher will be heading a 
more public fundraising effort for the 
park soon.

The board also wants to establish an 
endowment for Bell Tower Green, sim-
ilar to that for Hurley Park, that will 
ensure its ongoing maintenance once 
everything is planted.

Some $4 million will be directed to-
ward construction at first, and Walser 
says much of it will be spent on infra-
structure. Plenty of money will be going 
into things underground, for example. 
Street modifications and brick pavers 
alone will cost $1.5 million.

“It’s not cheap,” Walser says.
The first phase of construction starts 

this summer after the annual Pops at 
the Post concert. Walser says it will take 
18 months to finish Phase 1, which will 
work toward “getting it green.”

The current master plan serves as a 
guide for building infrastructure and 
raising money.

The fine details are still being worked 

out, but Bell Tower Green will have a 
quarry pavilion that includes public re-
strooms. They will be designed nicely 
into the landscape, according to Walser, 
but it’s something downtown merchants 
said is needed.

There will be a children’s play area 
— not a playground, Walser stresses.

South Jackson Street will be de-
signed so that it can be closed to traffic 
whenever the farmers market is open. 
There will be no permanent structures 
for the market, but some temporary 
covers or canopies might be employed.

Walser says it is hoped the Wrenn 
House can be home for some kind of 
food service, but that may not happen 
until later.

“We kind of thought if we build it, 
they will come,” Walser says. “So Phase 
2, I would say.”

A stage will be built in a curve of 
the circular commons. It will face the 
library and First United Methodist 
Church.

Safety and cleanliness are paramount, 
and the board hopes the park can have 
regular staffing. Constant programming 
also will be key to having people in Bell 
Tower Green all the time. The park will 
have lighting and be designed to make 
people feel safe, Walser says.

Bell Tower Green’s development will 
lead to several challenges. Parking is 
one of them.

Rowan Public Library, the Salisbury 
Post, St. John’s Lutheran Church, First 
United Methodist Church and the farm-
ers market all rely on this soon-to-be-
green space as parking for employees, 
customers, parishioners and school field 
trips with buses.

“We don’t want to sacrifice our park 
for parking,” Walser says.

As designed now, Walser says park-
ing spaces will be cut in half, from 140 
to 70. The master plan allows for new 
diagonal parking spaces along South 
Church, West Fisher and South Jackson 
streets, but Church and Jackson streets 
also will have to be reduced from two 
lanes to one.

Two different arborists did tree stud-
ies on the site, and the bottom line is that 
some existing trees will be lost. “We’ve 
changed plans to preserve trees,” Wals-
er says.

Down the road, when the downtown 
park’s construction is complete, owner-
ship of Bell Tower Green probably will 
transfer to the city of Salisbury, Walser 
says.

“We want to get it as far along as we 
can,” he adds.
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The Spirit of Recovery
Karen made the courageous decision to enter substance abuse treatment due to relapsing 
after being released from prison.  She states that she returned to old habits and fell into 
her old routine that included substance use.  Karen states that she was sick and tired of 
the life that came with abusing substances.  She states that her appearance went downhill 
and she stopped taking care of herself. 

 “Drugs took everything from me” and it was time to make a change.  When Karen took the 
step to reach out for help, she called Nazareth Child & Family Connection.  This step 
provided her with education about the disease of addiction. Karen says that when she first 
came to Nazareth, she thought she was different from others who used substances.  She 
didn’t realize that she was an addict until she began treatment and this message “got into 
her heart.” 

Through the brave work she did at Nazareth, specifically in the Intensive Outpatient 
Program, Karen got serious about her recovery efforts.  She felt safe and felt like she 
belonged somewhere.  She was comfortable enough to share her feelings and 
experiences and felt supported and not judged.  She feels that she would not have been 
able to stay clean without help from the staff and the Intensive Outpatient Program.  Since 
completing IOP, Karen continues to maintain her sobriety by participating in the agency’s 
outpatient program along with weekly Relapse Prevention groups.   

Karen wishes that she could “drag people to Nazareth” and tell them that it will work.  She 
wants people to know that Nazareth cares about you and wants you to be there.  Since 
beginning her recovery journey, Karen feels like herself again.  She has her family back 
and they are proud of her.  Karen has long term goals that include helping others.   

Thank you for sharing your story with us. 

If you or someone you know is struggling with substance use or you would like more 
information about the substance abuse programs provided by Nazareth Child & Family 
Connection, please contact us at info@nazcfc.org or 704-636-5522 

112 years ago, Nazareth Children’s Home opened its door to the 
needy, the underprivileged, and those who had been abandoned 
and neglected. In 2012, Nazareth Children’s Home merged with 
Carolina Counseling to create an agency that encompassed all 
aspects of our community’s needs: Nazareth Child & Family 
Connection. 

While our organization has not changed its path completely, we 
have expanded our ability to encompass all that is needed. In the 
last few decades our focus has shifted to providing safe, stable 
housing for children who are victims of abuse, abandonment, and 
neglect. In the last few years, following the recognition of dire 
need, our agency began providing mental health and substance 
abuse treatment, too. 

In the last fifteen years the number of deaths caused by 
medication and drug overdose has increased 350 percent. Per 
North Carolina County Health drug overdose mortality rates, 
Rowan County is the 13th in the state. While it is easy to sit back 
and view this as problem affecting others, the truth is every one of 
us feels the ripple effects of this epidemic. 

So, what do we do about it?  How can we continue to help? The 
first step is to acknowledge this problem can and does affect all of 
us in some way. Thus, it is imperative for all of us to be aware of 
the treatment needs of those directly and indirectly affected by the 
disease. 

Today, new challenges surround addiction and disease. Financial 
challenges impact the affordability of treatment for many of our 
clients. Increased therapy and medical costs paired with a 
decrease in state support means one thing: we need your help. 

Having recently embarked on a specific focus to aid those in 
treatment through scholarships, on-site childcare to allow for 
individualized therapy, and providing financial support for public 
transportation of our clients, one thing is for sure – Nazareth is 
making an impact. 

Annually, Nazareth is serving hundreds of clients at our three 
outpatient office locations, as well as dozens at our residential 
facilities. These forms of treatment would not be available or 
doable without community support. Nazareth is continually 
humbled by the outreach and support of the community. 

You have the power to say: "This is not how their story will end."

Immediate Needs
Towels, hand towels, and wash cloths 
Twin sheet sets, pillows 
Storage bowls with lids, silverware  
Crayons, coloring books 
Magazines, children’s books, games 
Gift cards for transportation, money for bus passes or bus passes from the city of Salisbury
Granola bars, snack items 
Stickers, playdoh 

Foster Care & Adoption
Family Foster Care is a program that provides
temporary homes for children who, for one
reason or another, cannot live with their families.
Most of these children are unable to remain with
their families because of abuse, neglect,
substance abuse, or a family crisis. 

Foster parents have to meet specific criteria in
order to be considered for licensure. They
must participate in  30 hours of pre-service
training in order to become licensed foster
parents. This training focuses on trauma
awareness, the skills of fostering, understanding
grief and loss, and shared parenting. 

When children are unable to return home to live
with their parents or another family member,
adoption is often the next step. Often foster
parents are afforded the opportunity to adopt a
foster child that has been placed in their home
and has become legally free. This process is
called fostering to adopt. 

Questions about fostering and adoption?
Contact us today: 
Shawn Squirewell 
Director of Foster Care 
704.279.5556 ext. 111

Invest in a Life Changing Agency
Your gifts are very important to the success of our mission. It is vital that as a donor you are assured that your
generous donations are put to good use and that, as a donor, you have full transparency to our
organization's operations and expenses. Nazareth Child & Family Connection strictly adheres to the Donor Bill
of Rights and is nationally accredited by The Council on Accreditation. 

Have a group of people wanting to volunteer or support Nazareth Child & Family Connection through a donation
drive? Would you like a representative to visit and present at your Church, Civic Group, or place of
employment? Or, be our guest for lunch and a tour of our residential campus in Rockwell. To schedule, simply
contact our Development Office at 704.279.5556 ext. 110.

Devote yourself to your community around you & devote yourself 
to creating something that gives you purpose & meaning.

MITCH ALBOM
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CLIENT SPOTLIGHT

Learn more by visiting:
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Ace Rewards - Benjamin Moore
Mon.-Fri. 8-6; Sat. 8-5, Sun. 1-5 

229 East Main St., Rockwell, NC | 704.279.5269

Hardware
of Rockwell #14578

The helpful place.

The Flower Basket 
Full service florist in the Rockwell 
and surrounding area since 1982

 
We will design breathtaking floral 

arrangements for all occasions from 
sympathy, weddings, anniversaries, 
birthdays, get well and just because.

319 Broad Street (704) 279-4985 www.RockwellFlowers.com

We take pride
in our food…

from selecting 
the best 

ingredients 
through serving 
the food with 

a smile!

966 W. Main Street (Food Lion Shopping Center)
Rockwell • 980-332-0010 

www.LosJacubesMexicanRestaurant.com

415 W Main St. | (704) 279-1334 | varietyproducenc.com

Wholesale & Retail
Restaurant Deliveries Available

Family owned and operated 
for over 30 years

Variety Produce

Putnam’s Carpet
418 China Grove Hwy. ♦ 704.279.3526

Bring Your Floor to life.
Modern Deco LVT | Dura Ceramic
Quickstep Laminate
Carpet | Vinyl
Waterproof Flooring

Rockwell     704-209-0400

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner
BBQ | Seafood | Catering

Open 7 Days A Week 
Mon-Sat 5:30am-9pm; Sun 7am-9pm

Welcome to the Town of Rockwell
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7295 HIGHWAY 152 EAST
YARDSTUFFNC.COM   (704) 209-3700

Buildings & Gazebos
BUY OR RENT!Storage BuildingS •PlaySetS • Bark and Mulch 

• driveway Stone • MaSonry Sand 
• Pine Straw grain Straw • Paver StoneS 

• toP Soil light houSeS • PondS & waterfallS 
• yard decor  • wind SPinnerS  • flag PoleS 
& flagS • Mail Box coverS • SeaSonal iteMS

Town of Rockwell
North Carolina

Remembering The Past 
While Looking Towards 
The Future

Visit us online at rockwellnc.gov or 
facebook.com/townofrockwell

GLOW HAIR SALON

109 N. Main St., Faith, NC 28041 | 704-787-6054
xoglowsalon.com

Jill Rowland Owner
Licensed Cosmetologist | Certified Extensionist

Grace Sexton  Licensed Cosmetologist

Installation and Repair Services for Air Conditioners
& Heat Pumps for Your Home or Business

Also Electric Wiring & Repair

Serving Salisbury and the Surrounding Areas

704-279-2186   www.MedleyElectric.com

Family-owned and operated 
with over 45 years of experience 
in the HVAC industry

roberthouse@medleyelectric.com

SHEDS - BARNS - GARAGES
1st Priority Services is an Authorized Retail Partner

Veteran & Paid In Full Discounts Available

1ST PRIORITY
SERVICES

ROCKWELL
10727 Hwy. 52
704-779-2983

HARRISBURG
12007 University City Blvd.

704-617-5390

www.woodtex.com
Debbie, Thurman, Jane & Tanner

1priorityservices@gmail.com

Welcome to the Town of Rockwell
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Committed  
to Excellence...

since 1902

223 E. Fisher Street
SALISBURY, NC 28144

Phone: 704-636-2711   Fax: 704-636-3711
Email:nobleandkelseyfh@gmail.com

www.nobleandkelsey.com

Your 
Hometown
       Charms™

1810 W Innes St, Salisbury, NC 28144     704.633.7115     www.windsorgalleryjewelers.com

Over 100 area architectural charms
Charms pictured:  Setzer School, O.O. Rufty’s General Store, Cheerwine Can,  

First Presbyterian Church, Boyden High School (SHS), Bell Tower, Old Stone House, 

Confederate Monument, Salisbury Depot, Andrew Jackson Law Office

Above: Kim Rouse and Xander, 2, move along the walkway around Lake Murtis at Dan 
Nicholas Park. — Photo by Jon C. Lakey

Left: Drew Burton (right), 5, and classmate Nylan McManus, 6, enjoy picking the pretend 
strawberries from the kids patch at Patterson Farm Market and Tours in Mount Ulla.

 — Photo by Maria Richardson
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Fitness Center - Low to mild intensity classes, strength 
training equipment, Silver Sneakers site.
Aquatics - Small classes, open swim, Sliver Splash
Evidence Based Health Programs
Travel - Local excursions, day & overnight trips
Aging Resources - Assist with Medicare paperwork & 
taxes, resources for other aging services
Lunch Clubs - Congregate noon meal offered at six county 
locations, donation-based.
Leisure - Billiards, bridge, art classes, hiking, dance, 
needlework, crafts, music and much more!

Serving Rowan County Residents age 55+

SE
NIOR CENTER

Rufty-Holmes Senior Center
“Adding Life to Years”

704.216.7714
1120 S. MLK, Jr. Ave, 
Salisbury, NC 28144

www.ruftyholmes.org

2281 Statesville Blvd • 704-638-0082
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•  Wind Chimes • Bird  Feeders • Gazing Balls  • Lawn Fertilizers •

BRING IN THIS AD AND RECEIVE 

15% OFF non sale item 
(excludes pine needles and grass seed)

 215 Lash Drive | Salisbury, NC 28147 | 704-637-1182 | www.laurelsofsalisbury.com

CHANGING LIVESone pound at  a time
NC Board of Dietitics and Nutrition approved program
Nutritionally Balanced Plan • Individualized attention

Health and Wellness Coaching (Certified by UNCG)
Semi-Private Circuit Training Classes • Rodan +Fields Skincare Consultant

336-224-5325
www.ssweightloss.net
Julie Williams CHC, Owner 
55 South Talbert Blvd., Lexington, NC

640 Statesville Blvd, Ste 3, Salisbury, NC 28144 • salisburyendodontics.com • 704-637-3636

No Referral 
Necessary

704-637-3636

SALISBURY ENDODONTICS
Over 24 years providing specialty root canal therapy in Rowan County

Brett Henson, DDS
Owner

Kathleen Boyd, DDS, MS
Practice Founder

Continuing quality patient care, pain diagnosis, 
root canal therapy and dental trauma management.

Call for consultation or treatment appointment.
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By ELIZABETH COOK
elizabeth.cook@salisburypost.com

ountless communities have 
business incubators to help 
people start businesses.  The 
Rowan IDEA Center is being 

designed to do more, says Addison Da-
vis, project manager.

If all goes as planned, the IDEA 
Center will provide everything from 
co-working spaces to a media pro-
duction facility. It will have a “maker 
space” where prototypes can be built. 
Services would include mentorship, 
educational programming, access to 
angel funding, and networking.

“It’s important 
that we have busi-
ness, academic and 
government work 
together to make 
this a truly via-
ble space,” Davis says. “That’s where 
we’re trying to be really different from 
many other incubators, in that we are 
hoping to have a more comprehensive 
approach.”

The IDEA Center aims not only to 
help start businesses but also to help 
existing small businesses accelerate 
their growth and to foster a culture of 
entrepreneurship that ultimately will 
grow the local economy.

The county commissioners gave 

the Rowan County 
Chamber of Com-
merce $145,000 in 
runway money to 
figure out how to 
get the IDEA Cen-

ter off the ground. What components 
will it need, who will run them and how 
will the center will be funded?

The project could occupy as much as 
43,000 square feet of West End Plaza’s 
available 320,000.

IDEA is an acronym for innovation, 
development, entrepreneurship and ac-
celeration. Catawba, Livingstone and 
Rowan-Cabarrus Community College 
are involved, as is Rowan-Salisbury 
Schools.

“Right off the bat, Catawba made a 
generous donation of $20,000 to hire 
a consulting firm called e2Advisors 
that they had worked with before,” says 
Mikey Wetzel, head of the IDEA Center 
board. A Hilton Head, South Carolina, 
firm, e2Advisors had a track record 
of getting similar projects going and 
was well-versed in what was going on 
around the country.

WHERE ‘MAGIC HAPPENS’
The firm also envisioned something 

more than the customary co-working 
space of other incubators.

Wetzel uses a farmers market for 
an analogy.

“Underneath that roof, all sorts of 

IDEA Center to spur
entrepreneurship and growth

‘The whole is greater than the sum of the parts’

C

The Rowan Idea Center held an open house reception recently at the West End Plaza.  — Photo by Jon C. Lakey



P R O G R E S S  n  3 7

Providing quality insurance
and excellent service

 ...at competitive prices since 1914

• Home
• Auto
• Life 
• Health
• Commercial

115 Brown Street, Suite 103 300 Stateville Boulevard 426 Highway 29 North
Granite Quarry, NC 28072 Salisbury, NC 28144 China Grove, NC 28023
704-279-7234 704-636-2923 704-856-0250
704-279-6386 - Fax 704-636-2954 - Fax 704-856-0253- Fax

www.FisherGreene.com
info@fishergreene.com

magic happens,” he says.
In addition to selling produce, the 

market could hold craft sales and ed-
ucational programs, promote health-
ier lifestyles and organic food, and 
support local farmers. And the whole 
place could be advertised instead of 
each vendor doing his or her own ad-
vertising.

Similarly, the IDEA Center could 
be where magic happens for local en-
trepreneurs, with a range of services 
and facilities, creating a synergy for 
participants and the county.

“The whole is greater than the sum 
of the parts,” Wetzel says.

The IDEA Center wants to encour-
age budding entrepreneurs to aim 
beyond a small lifestyle business that 
employs only themselves, Davis says.

“We’re hoping to coach these kinds 
of candidates to think bigger, to take 
that lifestyle concept and move it in-
to a scalable concept, so that it can be 
something that is growable, that we can 
move beyond Rowan County in scope 
and scale.”

There’s a difference between creat-
ing a job for yourself and creating a 
business, Wetzel says.

Wetzel, who worked with Microsoft 
for 16 years before opening Go Burrito 
restaurant in Salisbury, hopes the cen-

ter will become something of a tech-
nology hub.

“Rowan County is just as perfect-
ly suited for tech as anywhere else,” 
Wetzel says. “Give me a couple of high 
school kids with a PC and some time 
after school, and they can create soft-
ware or some web service or a mobile 
app.

“I would love to see the IDEA Center 
be the heartbeat of that.”

An upcoming “pitch contest” 
planned by South Rowan High School 

on May 5 will be held at West End Pla-
za. The IDEA Center will piggyback 
on it by holding a similar contest for 
adults immediately after the South 
event. Cash prizes of up to $1,000 will 
be offered.

“We are aligning ourselves with 
the school system so that we can gen-
erate a culture of critical thinking and 
business-oriented thinking to develop 
candidates for the IDEA Center,” Davis 
says.

STOP THE BRAIN DRAIN

The current phase of work for the 
IDEA Center includes preliminary 
space planning, budgeting and time-
tables. Fundraising avenues are being 
explored. An outside firm or firms will 
be recruited to operate different parts 
of the center.

Having venture capital funds and 
angel funds is a key component, Davis 
says.

“That is one of our primary tasks 
is to align business funds with the 
business center so they will look at 
projects coming out of here ...,” Davis 
says. “We also want to create a venture 
capital fund for Rowan County.”

At the moment, Davis is looking for 
grant money, sponsorships and dona-
tions to operate the IDEA Center itself, 
which is a nonprofit agency.

The IDEA Center is a very long-
term project, Davis says. Results won’t 
be immediate. They will come five, 10 
and 30 years from now.

“At the end of the day, what we 
want to do is to create a culture here 
of development,” Davis says, “a way of 
thinking that attracts people and that 
keeps people here, to stop the brain 
drain, so that we can create a quality 
of life here that people want to enjoy, 
to participate in.”

Rowan IDEA Center Project Manager Addison Davis speaks at the podium.
— Photo by Jon C. Lakey
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Jan Adcock
Realtor Estate Broker
704-490-6504
janadcockbroker@gmail.com

Whether you are buying 
or selling, we always 
represent only you. 
Our fi rm does not practice 
dual or designated 
agency.

               “Helping make your dreams come true”
www.applehouserealty.com

Apple House Realty

Kay H. Dover
The Dover Team
704-202-1371
RealtorKay1978@gmail.com
Looking for a seasoned real estate agent 
who will hold your hand during the pro-
cess, who will help with every step of 
the way, who will look after your best 
interests in the transaction, and who 
will be here for you long after the sale?  
Kay Dover has a proven record and has 
helped thousands of people achieve 
their housing dreams.  She has won 
numerous awards for outstanding sales, 
but her greatest achievements are the 
relationships and reputation she’s built 
over a 40 year career.  Call her.  You’ll 
be #1 in her eyes! 

Serving Rowan County for 40 years
KayDoverSellsRealEstate.com

GRI, CRS, SRES, E-PRO, CSSS

Marie 
Leonard-Hampton
REALTOR, Broker, ABR, 
GRI, IT Certifi ed
704-239-3096
marie@leonardhamptonhomes.com

113 West Fisher Street, Suite A
Salisbury, NC 28144

www.sellingsalisbury.com

Jeffrey Ketner
CEO/BIC
704-633-5067
jeff.ketner.applehouse@gmail.com 

Whether you are buying 
or selling, we always 
represent only you. 
Our fi rm does not practice 
dual or designated 
agency.

               “Helping make your dreams come true”
www.applehouserealty.com

Apple House Realty

Mike Brincefi eld
704-239-3010
I can’t sing and I’m not 
an artist but I can sell real 
estate.  A lifelong resident 
of Salisbury and a name 
you can trust.  With over 
15 years experience I will 
guide you through the in-
creasingly diffi cult process 
of buying and selling a 
home or business. 

brincefi eldmike@gmail.com

The Dover TeamREALTY

Terry Francis
704-490-1121
terrymfrancis@yahoo.com 

Terry Francis is a hand’s on 
real estate broker with 
extensive knowledge in real 
estate transactions:  buying, 
selling, renting, and property 
management.  She knows 
residential housing from 
footings to roofs and is ready, 
willing, and able to guide you 
through your next real estate 
transaction.

cell 704-798-1795 offi ce 704-633-1111
susannahollingsworth@kw.com

The Dover TeamREALTY

Susanna
Hollingsworth
Susanna is a caring, 
hardworking, professional 
offering step-by-step 
guidance to help you sell 
and/or buy your home 
or land in the Rowan/ 
Cabarrus/ High Rock 
Lake area, she also helps 
buyers and sellers in the 
NC mountains.

Carrie Bardinas
704-798-4101
• An Agent that Truly 

cares about Every Client
• Goes above and beyond 

Real Estate Duties
• Loves to organic garden 

and hobby farm in free 
time

• Family centered and 
driven

bardinascarrie.kwrealty.com
Mobile Ap: http://app.kw.com/KW2SSGUMP

The Dover TeamREALTY

Karla Foster
704-798-1670
karla.foster@century21.com
• Multi Million Dollar Producer year 

after year
• Complimentary CMA’s for potential 

listings
• Life long resident of Rowan County
• Professional photos on all listings

747 Jake Alexander Blvd. W., Salisbury
704-637-7721  www.century21tc.com

SMARTER, BOLDER, AND FASTER

Jayne Helms

Trusted.
Respected.
Connected.
Serving your Real Estate 
needs in Rowan, Iredell, 
Cabarrus and Mecklenburg 
Counties.

704-798-5726
www.JayneHelms.com

Leading Edge

Ellen Carter
Broker/Realtor
704-200-8269
Ellen@keyrenc.com

Your key to a successful 
transaction.
Selling homes for 
14 Years!

110 North Main Street, China Grove
704-640-3998  www.keyrenc.com

Elia Gegorek
704-202-1209
elia02@carolina.rr.com
 Personalize representation
Experience since 2001
Member to RSAR/CMLS
Certifi cations:  Realtor, 
Broker-in-charge, GRI
Equal Housing Opportunity
Paul Fisher Volunteer 
Award recipient.

Bilingual (English/Spanish)

Gegorek & Associates 
Realty, LLC

Sidney Honeycutt
Broker/Realtor
704- 640-6707 
Whether you are buying 
or selling, we always 
represent only you. 
Our fi rm does not practice 
dual or designated 
agency.

sidneyhoneycutt.applehouse@gmail.com

               “Helping make your dreams come true”
www.applehouserealty.com

Apple House Realty

Making you feel right at home is what they do best.

Contact one of these... 
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Karla Foster
704-798-1670
karla.foster@century21.com
• Multi Million Dollar Producer year 

after year
• Complimentary CMA’s for potential 

listings
• Life long resident of Rowan County
• Professional photos on all listings

747 Jake Alexander Blvd. W., Salisbury
704-637-7721  www.century21tc.com

SMARTER, BOLDER, AND FASTER

Jayne Helms

Trusted.
Respected.
Connected.
Serving your Real Estate 
needs in Rowan, Iredell, 
Cabarrus and Mecklenburg 
Counties.

704-798-5726
www.JayneHelms.com

Leading Edge

Staci Maher
704-906-7207
• Realtor for over 27 years.
• NC and SC licensed.
• Broad range of experience
• Residential sales, short 

sales and commercial 
leasing.

• Owner/operator of Dream 
Weaver School of Real 
Estate.

ncrealtorstaci@gmail.com
& Dream Weaver School of RE

Monica Poole
BIC/Realtor
 W here you will receive 
Knowledge, Integrity & Trust    

“A dedicated and motivated 
professional always working 
for YOU!”

121 E. Fisher St. Suite A
Salisbury NC 704-245-4628

Kim Sadler
Certifi ed Relocation Specialist
CNBS, CNMS, CNAS
realtor@realestate.com
I was born, raised in Rowan 
County, so when I say my roots 
are here, that is no joke. I know 
Rowan, Cabarrus, Iredell & 
parts of Mecklenburg very well.  
Who better to help you with your 
real estate need than someone 
who has been in the area for 
over 40 years?
Recognized as a top producer!
Your satisfaction is my 
#1 priority!

M: 704-798-8338  O: 704-547-8490
kimsadlersellshomes.com

Robert Nance
rob@nancorealty.com

It is my mission to consis-
tently provide the highest 
quality, most innovative and 
exceptional real estate ser-
vice available anywhere in 
Rowan County. 

My clients needs always 
come fi rst. I will strive to 
always provide value far 
in excess of your expecta-
tions. My constant goal is 

mutual respect, and long term relationships that are 
benefi cial to all parties.

Nanco Realty
704-239-3559

www.NancoRealty.com

Yolanda Rojas
SFR, Realtor Estate Broker
704-431-7107
yrojas305@gmail.com

Whether you are buying 
or selling, we always 
represent only you. 
Our fi rm does not practice 
dual or designated 
agency.

               “Helping make your dreams come true”
www.applehouserealty.com

Apple House Realty

Greg Rapp
704-213-6846  
• The area’s top agent for sales 

and marketing of historic 
residential and commercial 
properties.  

• Unique digital marketing 
strategy attracts a wide reach of 
buyers nationwide.  

• Awarded by RoCoGold and 
Historic Salisbury Foundation.

• www.RealEstateSalisbury.com 
visited by over 450,000 views

www.realestatesalisbury.net

Cindi Magana
Broker/Realtor
704-433-7671
cindi.m.applehouse@gmail.com 

Whether you are buying 
or selling, we always 
represent only you. 
Our fi rm does not practice 
dual or designated 
agency.

               “Helping make your dreams come true”
www.applehouserealty.com

Apple House Realty

James & Nancy Poe
Specializing in the Salisbury/

Rowan Area including High 
Rock Lake and the Salisbury 
Historic District, we represent 
buyers or sellers of luxury and 
distinctive homes, second 
homes, town homes and con-
dos, and BUILT GREEN energy 
star homes.  

As is often said, real estate is 
about location, location, loca-
tion. We have extensive knowl-
edge of the Salisbury, NC area 
and can help you fi nd the right 
home for you or the right buyer 
for your home.

704-905-6651 704-756-6930
www.thepoeteam.com

Teresa Rufty
14 Years
704-433-2582
teresa@tmrrealty.net

Ready to help you buy, 
sell or build the home of 
your dreams! One stop 
shop for Real Estate & 
Construction Needs.

131 East Innes St., Ste. 212, Salisbury
704-245-6184 www.TMRrealty.net

Tamas Takacs
Realtor/Broker
704-467-1981
takacs.tamas1977@gmail.com 

Whether you are a buyer 
or a seller, I represent 
only you.  I am committed 
to exceeding your highest 
expectations throughout 
the buying or 
selling process

               “Helping make your dreams come true”
www.applehouserealty.com

Apple House Realty

London Scialdone
Owner/Broker In Charge 
704-280-3516
LondonAtTheLake@gmail.com
• 31 Years Experience
• Awarded the Multi-Million 

Dollar Award over 20 
times.

• Exceptionally skilled in 
negotiations

• Cutting Edge Marketing

704-636-7373
www.LandOrLakeRealty.com

Heather 
Waterman
Owner/BIC/Realtor
heather@keyrenc.com

Your KEY to a successful 
transaction.

110 North Main Street, China Grove
704-640-3998  www.keyrenc.comcan you take Selling homes 

for 18 years off
and make the word KEY in all 
caps

Making you feel right at home is what they do best.

...when Buying OR Selling.
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By ANDIE FOLEY
andie.foley@salisburypost.com

n 2015, Kannapolis officials took 
a bold step by purchasing nearly 
50 acres and eight blocks of build-
ings at the city’s center.

The $8.75 million purchase was in-
tended to bring $370 million in private 
investment over the next 10 years for a 
revitalization of a previously dwindling 
downtown.

Three years later, $360 million 

worth of projects are in the works, with 
expected completion dates for some 
projects as early as 2019.

“We’ve been working extremely hard 
over the last four or five years making 
sure these things come to fruition,” 
said Mayor Darrell Hinnant. “We have 
a City Council that is pro-government, 
pro-business, not bashful, and they’re 
willing to work hard to get things ac-
complished.”

Some $60 million of investment 
comes in what the city is calling the 
“demonstration project.”

Lansing Melbourne Group, a com-
pany based in Florida, purchased 3.81 
acres for $1.64 million in January 2017. 
The group will use the space to con-
struct Vida, a mixed-use development 
of multistory residential units, a hotel 
and retail spaces near the old Cabarrus 
Bank.

Nearly a year later, the council ap-
proved a $300 million investment by 
Corporate Realty Inc. That project will 
be in four stages and centered on the 
former location of K-Town Furniture.

The city will build a $37 million 

sports and entertainment venue that 
will be the new home of the Kannapolis 
Intimidators baseball team.

The venue is a contribution by the 
city, an anchor project meant to lure 
investments like those of Corporate Re-
alty. It will seat as many as 5,800 fans, 
with eight suites and 8,500 square feet 
of meeting and banquet space.

“People want amenities at their door-
step,” said Brian Wolfe, chief develop-
ment officer with Corporate Realty. 
“These types of environments play well 
with us. Our goal is to have a positive 

Dreams move toward
reality in Kannapolis

Former textile town is undergoing downtown transformation

I

A D.H. Griffin track hoe takes the first bite out of the former K-Town Furniture building in Kannapolis. The Ktown building is the site where the new downtown baseball 
park for the Kannapolis Intimidators will be built. — Photo by Jon C. Lakey
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www.TrinityOaks.net
704-603-9202

728 Klumac Road
Salisbury, NC 28144

For Rowan County senior adults, Trinity 
means living the next chapter of your 
life to the fullest. Whether you’re 
looking for an active, maintenance-free 
lifestyle, or healthcare and rehabilitation 
on the beautiful Trinity Oaks campus; 
companionship, recreation, and medical 
monitoring for a loved one during the day at 
Trinity Living Center; or personal assistance 
in the comfort of your own home with Trinity 
at Home, we’ve got you covered!

GAME PLAN
FOR LIFE

DECISIONS
=

DESTINY
WHAT CHOICES ARE YOU MAKING TODAY

THAT WILL AFFECT YOUR TOMORROW?

Proactively together we do programs to teach our community that:  
“The preparation for the game of the life does not include the practice  
of underage drinking” ~ Terry Osborne

• 150,000 students reached so far

• At least 7% revenue goes back 
into our community for education

• Our initiative reaches more youth 
than any other in the state

• Our board is top in the state for  
proactive community outreach

• Recognized by state legislatures:  
Governor, Lt. Governor, former & 
current local community, city & 
county leaders

Together we care.
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1810 W Innes St, Salisbury • 704.633.7115

• Instant oxidation removal from gold
• Instant tarnish removal from silver
• Restores luster on gold and silver
• Safe for all stones and diamonds
• One Year Warranty

AVAILABLE INSIDE

Since 1989

www.speedbrite.com

SPEEDBRITE
Ionic Jewelry CleanersMADE IN

SALISBURY
NORTH CAROLINA

585 West Ritchie Road 
Salisbury, NC  28147 

(704) 431-4566 

www.faithfarm.com 

 

WE
HAUL...

TREXLER TRUCKING, INC.
3350 Liberty Rd., Gold Hill, NC | www.trexlertruckinginc.com 

   FAX 704-633-2570

LIGHTWEIGHT • LIME • COAL • SAND • GRAVEL

704-633-0690

Over 60 years in the
business, we understand 

kitchens & baths.

704-857-BATH
CORNER OF 29 NORTH &

OLD BEATTY FORD RD, CHINA GROVE
WWW.LANDISPLUMBING.COM

We also understand what our 
customers want competitive price, 

quality products and friendly, 
professional customer service.

Walk-ins welcome.
Mon-Fri 8:30-4:30

impact and grow a strong public and 
private partnership in Kannapolis.”

In Stage 1, Corporate Realty will 
build a five-story, 280-unit multifamily 

apartment complex with retail stores 
on the ground floor and a parking deck, 
all bordering the new venue. Hinnant 
said the project should be completed by 

spring 2020 — just in time for baseball 
season.

Corporate Realty will then move to 
Stage 2: the redevelopment of buildings 

adjacent to and south of the historic 
Gem Theatre. The buildings will be out-
fitted as historic-creative office spaces, 
retail stores, restaurants and more.

A rendering of 
the Proposed 
Project One 
buildings in 
Kannapolis. 
These build-
ings would 
be on West 
Avenue at the 
entrance to 
the Sports and 
Entertainment 
Venue.
— Submitted 
photo
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Get Involved

salisburysymphony.org

Salisbury
Symphony

704-639-9500
2050 Statesville Blvd.
Mon.-Thurs 4-9; Fri. 11-9:30

Sat. 3-9:30 & Sun. 11-9

704-633-9585
1007 East Innes St.

Mon.-Thurs 4-9; Fri. 11-9:30
Sat. 3-9:30 & Sun. 11-9

No Personal Checks

Open For Lunch on Friday & Sunday at Both Locations

Family Style
Seafood at its Best!

Keith Knight
With 16 years of experience  & over 61 closings in the 

last 12 months, I bring  step-by-step personal service to 
find & close the perfect home for you.

Thank You Rowan!

FREE 
Consultation 
704-363-0096

Stage 3 will be the construction of 
an active-senior residential community, 
and Stage 4 is a corporate headquarters.

But changes in Kannapolis involve 
much more than brick-and-mortar 
projects. New business means updated 
streets and infrastructure.

“It’s just like at your house,” said 
Annette Privette Keller, director of 
communications for the city. “A kitchen 
from the 1950s is not going to be able 
to handle what you need it to do now.”

The city is moving all public utili-
ties underground: water, sewer, gas, 
electricity and Windstream internet 
service.

The city is also working to construct 
a linear park, adjoining the new down-
town developments. Green space, ar-
chitectural elements and an outdoor 
performance area will be designed in 
“rooms,” Keller said, each suited to the 
businesses the areas touch.

One space will provide seating for 
dining, another a place for fitness activ-
ities. Areas closer to residential apart-
ments, patio homes or churches will be 
more suited for quiet talks or reading a 
book, Keller said.

“We’re excited about what (Kannap-
olis) … is doing,” said Wolfe. “This is a 
very unique opportunity that you don’t 
see very often.”

Demolition for the downtown facelift 
began in October. Streetscaping and in-
frastructure changes are expected to 
be completed in the spring of 2019.

With coming construction and a 
booming population, the city is making 
a recovery after the 2003 closure of Pil-
lowtex, the successor to Cannon Mills.

The city is projected to grow by 
20,000 residents by 2035. It has aver-
aged between 800 and 1,000 new home 
constructions over the past two years, 
said Keller.

She said the growth is facilitated by 
North Carolina Department of Trans-
portation projects that are widening 

roads along Interstate 85 and N.C. 3.
“People want to easily be able to get 

off of I-85, live somewhere and pop 
back on and go to work and be able 
to hop off,” she said. “We’re seeing 
growth in that (area) … and we knew 
it was coming. We’re planning and pre-
paring for it.”

The David H. Murdock Research Institute Core Lab building on the North Carolina Research Campus in Kannapolis. 
— Photo by Jon C. Lakey



4 4  n  S P I R I T  O F  R O W A N  2 0 1 8

By MARK WINEKA
mark.wineka@salisburypost.com

t a two-day retreat recently, the 
Granite Quarry Board of Al-
dermen held a session called 

“town project updates” — 
and there were plenty of things to re-
view.

“Some are obviously more long term,” 
Town Manager Phil Conrad said. “Oth-
ers are right in front of us.”

Town officials are trying to make 
things happen with a new industrial park, 
lure a new grocery store to the Granite 
Crossing Shopping Center, land a cold 
storage refrigeration facility, expand 
walking trails and recreation areas, 
support a new residential subdivision, 
support newly funded state road projects 
and encourage a signature development 
in the central business district.

Here’s a rundown of items that are on 
Granite Quarry’s plate:

•  Easter Creek Properties is building 
the first speculative building in Gran-
ite Industrial Park — a partnership be-
tween the town and Rowan County. To 
date, according to a multi-party agree-
ment, the town has paid the water and 
sewer tap fees at a total cost of $48,057. 
Additional parcels remain in the park 
under the agreement.

Beyond the first building, there are 
some things to work out with the town of 
Faith in connection with sewer service.

As of this writing, “Project Wheel,” 
a name given by the Rowan EDC to a 
potential industrial expansion, has been 
cited as a possible tenant for the specu-
lative building. Landing Project Wheel 
probably would require property tax 
incentives from Granite Quarry.

• The town is working with a down-
town property owner to assess the mar-
ketability of several parcels along U.S. 
52. Two focal points are “the square” at 
U.S. 52 and Bank Street and the corner 
of U.S. 52 and Church Street.

At their retreat, town officials dis-
cussed requirements and what kinds 
of public-private partnerships might be 
possible on infrastructure such as storm-
water collection systems and parking.

• Town officials have had continuing 
discussions with the owner of Granite 
Crossing Shopping Center, along with the 
owner of an IGA grocery store in Cataw-
ba County. “They are at a crossroads as 
to finding a major tenant,” Conrad said 
of the shopping center.

Granite Quarry residents have long 
expressed the desire for a grocery store.

• LGI Homes has proposed a 
250-home subdivision — The Village at 
Granite —  on 109 acres off Faith Road. 
Future phases would call for 40 units of 
multifamily housing on 5.68 acres and 
commercial development on an addition-

al 3 acres.
• For at least seven years, the town, 

EDC and Rowan County have been work-
ing on bringing a cold storage refrigera-
tion facility to the town. It would provide 
cold storage for chicken producers, such 
as Tyson, when their own cold storage 
facilities are filled. If that potential is re-
alized, the project would bring 30 new 
jobs with an average wage of $24 an hour.

• A private, out-of-state property 
owner has offered to donate to the town 
9 acres near the Faith Road and Byrd 
Road intersections for use as a passive 
park. This property abuts the proposed 
250-home subdivision.

• The town is working with the Caroli-
na Thread Trail to realign the proposed 
route through town so it better follows 
the future U.S. 52 bypass. The realign-

ment would connect the Old Stone House 
to the central business district with a 
walking trail.

• Granite Quarry has received state 
contingency money from the General 
Assembly for two street projects. On one, 
the N.C. Department of Transportation 
will bring Veronica Lane to state stan-
dards at an estimated cost of $101,040.

On the other, the DOT will install 
sidewalk, curb and gutter and other 
drainage improvements along U.S. 52 
from Church Street to the entrance of 
M&K Barbecue. The state will pay up 
to a maximum of $82,390 on this work.

Meanwhile, Town Planner Steve 
Blount will continue efforts toward the 
updating of a comprehensive plan for 
Granite Quarry and establishment of 
downtown development guidelines.

Granite Quarry
has plenty on its plate

Industrial park and downtown are focus

Brian Lucas with Easter Creek Partners and Breck Dorton with Triad Commercial Properties stand outside a 150,000-square foot 
industrial speculative building in Granite Quarry. The building could welcome a new tenant as early as May.

— Photo by Andie Foley 
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Quality Equipment
Quality Parts ~ Quality Service

Serving
Rowan County

for over 25 Years

Mid South Tractor
Bill Troxler, Owner 

 914 Webb Road, Salisbury, 1-85, Exit 70
704-855-2980  ❖   midsouthtractor.com

913 WEST MAIN STREET • P.O. BOX 248
ROCKWELL, NC 28138

704-279-7241
PowlesFuneralHome.com

650 INDUSTRIAL AVENUE 
P.O. BOX 2185

SALISBURY, NC  28145
704-636-1515

8517 DAVIS LAKE PKWY. D3
980-237-1731

CarolinaCremation.com

Proudly Serving Rowan County
Since 1933

Voted Best Funeral Home &
Best Customer Service in Rowan County
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“Rowan County, like much of the Nation, is in the midst of an 
enormous opiate epidemic whose effects are no less than an 
existential threat to the collective health of our citizens. Those 
effects are visited upon users and their parents, grandparents, 
children and loved ones, as well as law enforcement, fire and 
rescue personnel, the court system, social services and our local 
schools. We’ve already rolled up our sleeves and begun the hard 
work of battling this crisis.”

Karen South Jones, Executive Director
- Rowan County Youth Services Bureau 

Founding Member, YSUP Rowan Coalition

COMMUNITY
YSUP Rowan (pronounced Wise Up Rowan) is a community 

anti-drug coalition formed in late 2015 to address adolescent 
substance use and abuse in Rowan County.  In 2017, YSUP Rowan 

was awarded a five-year Drug-Free Communities (DFC) grant 
from the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy.

MISSION
To engage the community 
in creating conditions that 

will lead to the prevention and 
reduction of substance use 

by young people in order that 
they may build healthy, safe and 

successful lives

GOAL
To reduce illegal use of 
alcohol and prescription 

meds by juveniles 

WISE UP ROWAN
BE INFORMED.  BE INVOLVED. 

Karen South Jones, Executive Director      Liz Tennent, Project Director 
704-633-5636, ext. 106  info@YsupRowan.org

www.YsupRowan.org

By SUSAN SHINN
TURNER

For the Salisbury Post

ot only does Duke Energy 
provide electricity for more 
than 58,000 customers in 
Rowan County, it’s also a 

partner in economic development.
Duke Energy’s Site Readiness pro-

gram provides the county with resourc-
es to evaluate different sites to assure 
prospective businesses that they meet 
all the requirements for infrastructure 
and environmental studies, says Rod 
Crider, president and CEO of Rowan 
Economic Development. “It’s a huge cost 
savings to a prospective buyer.”

He adds, “Whenever you can reduce 
risk to a site, that gives us advantages 
over communities that don’t have site 
certification.”

Duke Energy also provides economic 
incentives of reduced utilities for a pe-
riod of time to new businesses. It is the 
county’s top taxpayer.

“Duke Energy is very active in eco-
nomic development and very knowledge-
able of our community,” Crider says. 
“They have a strong interest in seeing 
that we grow.”

More businesses here, Crider says, 
means more customers for Duke Ener-
gy. “We’re fortunate to have them as a 
partner here in Rowan County.”

Duke Energy is also partnering with 
the county to run 5.5 miles of water 
mains and 4 miles of service lines to 
about 180 homes around the Buck Steam 
Station. As Duke Energy continues its 
closure of the ash basins there, the water 
project will provide its neighbors with a 
permanent water supply.

“There are several large tracts of 
land right off the interstate,” says Aar-
on Church, county manager. “Anytime 
you provide infrastructure where there 
is none, it is an economic benefit to serv-
ing businesses. We continue to have a 
positive relationship with Duke Energy.”

Duke Energy 
has a stake in 

growing Rowan
From site readiness to workforce

development grants

N

North Carolina is second nationwide — behind California — in terms of its solar 
capacity. — Photo by Jon C. Lakey

See Duke, 55                        
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(704) 637-7110
www.hydraulicdepotnc.com
Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Saturday Closed

(704) 637-7110
Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Saturday Closed

(704) 636-6400
www.ToolRentalDepot.com
Monday - Friday 7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Saturday 7:30 a.m. - 12 noon
mark@toolrentaldepot.com

2001 South Main Street, Salisbury, NC 28144

Hydraulic Depot is the place to go for all your sales and services on your 
hydraulic cylinders, pumps, hoses, fittings, nut and bolts, hardware supplies, 
hydraulic oils, tools, and more. We offer fleet truck repair, service and DOT 
inspections.

Tool Rental Depot is here for all your equipment rental and repair needs. We 
are a family run, locally-owned and operated business. We service and repair 
all types of aerial lifts, concrete equipment, excavators, and much more. Our 
staff is dedicated to providing knowledgeable expertise and personalized 
customer service to satisfy your needs. So, whether you need to rent it, buy 
it, repair it or have it repaired, we’ve got you covered.

Custom Design is a custom steel fabricating facility. We specialize in supplying 
metals for water and waste water treatment plants in the Southeast. We supply 
materials for structural building, mezzanines, ladders, stairs, pipe supports, 
grating and handrails, using steel, aluminum and stainless steel. We provide 
local welding and fabrication services.

1030 Freeland Drive, Ste 105, Salisbury
Located across Walmart  • 704-636-5300 

www.ElPatronSalisburyNC.com

Second year best in Mexican Cuisine
Thank you to all our customers

WINNER

Outside Patio

10% OFF CATERING
MUST MENTION THIS AD. 

Come in, call or visit our website for daily specials
ORDER ONLINE at our website or download the mobile app!
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1560 Julian Road - Salisbury, NC
Randall Barger 704-640-2326

www.rowancountyfair.net

2017 Rowan County Fair 
Sept. 15th - 23rd

RENT 
THE FAIRGROUNDS 

JOIN US
 Throughout The Year 
FOR GREAT EVENTS

www.nctrans.org       I-85 at Exit 79 - Spencer, NC        704-636-2889
Follow us on social media!

Get ‘er into Spencer on time!
History lives at the N.C. Transportation Museum - the home of 
Spencer Shops, the largest remaining Roundhouse in North 
America, locomotive restorations, train rides, and so much more!

 Lee Wade, H.I.S., A.C.A. Angela Wade Melton, H.I.S., A.C.A. Matthew Thomas, H.I.S.
Hearing Instrument Specialist

BeltoneRowan.com

 1921 W. Innes St., Salisbury
Close to Catawba College

704-636-6037
213 N. Main St., China Grove, Suite A

Across from Capital Bank,  

704-857-4200

Hearing evaluations and 
consultations are always FREE  

Call today to see how we can 
HELP YOU HEAR AGAIN!

Great benefits for 
BC/BS and Humana

Free lifetime service on 
all hearing aids

We will match or beat 
ANY competitors price

Benefits of hearing aids vary by type and degree of hearing loss, noise environment, accuracy of hearing evaluation and proper fit.

S T O P  B Y  T O D AY  A T  
1 3 5 7  W E S T  I N N E S  S T R E E T  I N  S A L I S B U R Y

119 South Main Street   I   Salisbury, NC 28144   I   (704) 603-6514
thecandyshoppe2013@gmail.com

Take a stroll down memory lane... 
for ALL your candy needs 

Fresh Fudge
Ice Cold Bottled Sodas 

18 Flavors of Taffy
Sugar-Free Chocolate

 Gourmet Cotton Candy
Fruit Slices

Fancy Truffles
Gummy Bears

Deweys Cookies 
and Crackers
Salem Baking

Moravian Cookies

Best Gift/Specialty Store
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Wallace Realty
Leading Rowan
Brokerage, Development,

Property Management, Investment Property
wallacerealty.com

704-636-2021

1877 ~ 141 Years

Serving Stanly County
since 1880

237 W. North St.
Albemarle, NC

www.thesnaponline.com

704-982-2121

1880 ~ 138 Years 1882 ~ 136 Years

“Celebrating 136 years of 
excellence in education in 
Rowan County. We stand 

the test of time!”
385 Lumen Christi Lane

Salisbury, NC

704-633-2841

Serving Davie County

171 S. Main St.
Mocksville, NC

ourdavie.com

336-751-2120

1899 ~ 119 Years

Rowan
Mutual Fire

Ins. Co.
426 South Main St.

Salisbury, NC

704-633-2676

1902 ~ 116 Years

“The truth shall make you free”

131 W. Innes St.,  Salisbury, NC
salisburypost.com

704-633-8950

1905 ~ 113 Years

“Celebrating our 111th Year Anniversary”

and F.E. Goodman Construction
201 Lumber St., Salisbury NC
www.goodmanmillwork.com

Quality & Service
are our most Important Assets

704-633-2421

1907 ~ 111 Years

Summersett Funeral Home
& Cremation Center

Family Owned and Operated

1315 W. Innes Street, Salisbury, NC 28144

www.summersettfuneralhome.com

704-633-2111

1907 ~ 111 Years

704-633-1772

1909 ~ 109 Years
Carolina Beverage

makers of
Cheerwine soft 

drink

1413 Jake Alexander Blvd S.
Salisbury, NC

704-637-5881

1913 ~ 105 Years

Rusher Tire 
& Auto

702 South Main St.
Salisbury, NC

rushertireandauto.com

704-633-1881

1928 ~ 90 Years 1934 ~ 84 Years

268 N. Cannon Blvd.
Kannapolis, NC

ladysfuneralhome.com

704-933-2131

Rouzer Motor 
Parts

“Not Fancy-
Just Friendly”

330 Depot St.
Salisbury, NC

704-636-1041

1934 ~ 84 Years
Towel City

Tire & Retreading
Since 1935

“Serving the Area with
Quality for 83 Years”

Herb Cauble/Danny Cauble
Owners

1601 North Ridge Avenue
Kannapolis, NC

704-933-2143

1935 ~ 83 Years

Congratulations to the following businesses
from Rowan and surrounding counties!
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Congratulations to the following businesses
from Rowan and surrounding counties!

Frank C. Corriher
Beef & Sausage, Inc. 

940 Daugherty Rd.
China Grove

Sausage • Country Ham
Livermush • Chili
Other Beef & Pork 

Products

704-857-5519

1936 ~ 82 Years

“A tradition of reliable 
products and services”

225 Corriher Gravel Rd.
China Grove, NC

704-857-0166

1939 ~ 79 Years

Raper’s
of Spencer

Ribbons - Silk Flowers
Wedding Supplies

Candles - Lots more!

1109 N. Salisbury Ave.
Spencer, NC

704-633-2701

1938 ~ 80 Years
The Goal

To Reduce Our
Customers’ Cost!

704-636-4241

1946 ~ 72 Years

Lawn & Garden Supplies
Feed • Seed • Fertilizer

605 Saw Rd.
China Grove, NC

704-857-7207

1947 ~ 71 Years

We’re family owned company specializing in a
variety of residential and commercial pest

and termite control services.

     1903 South Main St., Salisbury, NC

704-633-2938

1948 ~ 70 Years
SHOWROOM

with competitive
pricing!

704-857-2284

1949 ~ 69 Years

Salisbury Venetian Blind, LLC
4101 Statesville Blvd.
Salisbury, NC 28147

www.salisburyvenetianblind.com

704-636-4641

1949 ~ 69 Years

“Locally owned & operated”
Many thanks to all our customers!

1004 West Innes Street
Salisbury, NC

Like us on Facebook:
West Innes St., Dairy Queen

OPEN ALL YEAR!

1950 ~ 68 Years

Specializing in Barbecue 
and Breakfast

2488 Statesville Blvd.
Salisbury

1624 W. Innes St.
Salisbury

704-633-9838 

704-645-8040

1954 ~ 64 Years

Olympic Drywall Co.

For All Your Drywall Needs, 
Residential & Commercial, 

Ceiling Texture Removal

2605 Artz Rd., Salisbury
olympicdrywallcompany.com

704-279-2600

1955 ~ 63 Years 1959 ~ 59 Years

Serving Clemmons,
Lewisville, 

Winston-Salem, 
Forsyth County

clemmonscourier.net 

336-766-4126

1960 ~ 58 Years

1205 Lincolnton Rd.
Salisbury

www.descoinc.com

704-633-6331

1960 ~ 58 Years

WAYNE MULLIS 
TRAVEL, INC

Salisbury’s ONLY locally owned 
& operated travel agency!

www.mullistravel.com
Trent

tmullis@mullistravel.com
Wayne

w.smullis@yahoo.com

704-633-1081

1968 ~ 50 Years

Bobby’s Mobil
Service

712 South 
Salisbury Ave.,

Spencer

704-637-1415

1968 ~ 50 Years

Lawn & Garden Supplies
Feed • Seed • Fertilizer

605 Saw Rd.
China Grove, NC

704-857-7207

1947 ~ 71 Years

Your business deserves to be 
on the Business Honor Roll!

Call
Kristin Byars or

Brittany Williams

704-797-4233

704-797-4234

Get on the
list for next year!

Are you listed?

Your business deserves to be 
on the Business Honor Roll!

Call
Kristin Byars or

Brittany Williams

704-797-4233

704-797-4234

Get on the
list for next year!

Are you listed?
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400 North Long St.
Salisbury

www.chandlerconcrete.com
www.chandlerbuildingsupply.

com

704-636-4713

1968 ~ 50 Years

Jerry’s Shell 
Service

NoN-EthaNol GasoliNE
DiEsEl

ProPaNE
auto rEPairs

Full sErvicE GasoliNE

Jake Alexander & 
Mooresville Road

704-636-3803

1969 ~ 49 Years
Robinson 

Associates, 
Appraisers & 
Consultants

John P. Robinson Jr.
J. Scott Robinson

109 W. Cemetery St.
Salisbury, NC

jsr104@gmail.com
resolutionsnc.com

704-636-4151

1968 ~ 50 Years

Lee Wade & Staff would 
like to thank you for

allowing us to be your 
hearing health care

provider for all these years.

704-636-6037

1969 ~ 49 Years

1005 South Main St.
China Grove

Serving  all your HVAC & 
electrical needs!

704-857-1186

1969 ~ 49 Years

Myers Septic Tank  
Company, Inc.
Owner, Benny Myers

Pumping & installing septic tanks 
and  portable toilet rentals.

Quality is long remembered 
after price is forgotten.

1882 Briggs Rd.
Salisbury, NC 28147

704-633-3962

1970 ~ 48 Years

Charles Shuler 
Pool Company

604 N. Main St.
Salisbury, NC

704-633-8323

1972 ~ 46 Years

Salisbury, NC 28144
snowbenefitsgroup.com

Group Plans
Medicare Products

704-636-6681

1973 ~ 45 Years

Corner of S. Long and E. Fisher Streets
Salisbury, NC 28144

www.quick-copy.com
704-637-2020

1973 ~ 45 Years

700-C  N. Long St. 
Salisbury

www.dgiprint.net

704-636-3113

1974 ~ 44 Years

“Helping People
Preserve Their Wealth”

1410 North Main St.
Salisbury

704-630-0899

1976 ~ 42 Years
 

1977 ~ 41 Years

704-633-2659

Rowan Animal 
Clinic, PLLC

4155 Statesville Blvd.
Salisbury, NC

rowananimalclinic.com

704-636-3408

1977 ~ 41 Years

“Technology helps us stay
connected, but nothing 

replaces face to face
communication” 

474 Jake Alexander Blvd.

704-637-7721

1980 ~ 38 Years1978 ~ 40 Years

704-633-1111 (office) 
 704-202-1371 (cell)

KayDoverSellsRealEstate.com
RealtorKay1978@gmail.com

Kay Dover, Realtor

Putnam’s
Carpet Sales
We sell & install carpet, wood, 
vinyl, laminate, rubber floor-

ing, etc. We also make custom 
area rugs. In-house installers 

available!
418 China Grove Hwy.

Rockwell, NC

704-279-3526

1970 ~ 48 Years

Congratulations to the following businesses
from Rowan and surrounding counties!

Shulenburger
Surveying

Company, P.A.
Land Surveyors

614 North Main St.
Suite A, Salisbury, NC

shulenburgerco@gmail.com

704-637-9623

1980 ~ 38 Years
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Congratulations to the following businesses
from Rowan and surrounding counties!

Woodie’s 
Painting, 

Inc.

Experienced Residential
Painters

1827 Statesville Blvd.
Salisbury

704-637-6817

1981 ~ 37 Years

Windsor Gallery 
Jewelers

Salisbury’s Eclectic Jeweler

1810 W. Innes Street
Salisbury, 28144

www.windsorgalleryjewelers.com

704-633-7115

1984 ~ 34 Years

4243 South Main St., Salisbury

“Your source for indoor comfort solutions”

www.stoutheatingandair.com

704-633-8095

1984 ~ 34 Years
Variety
Produce

415 West Main St.
Rockwell, NC

704-279-1334

1984 ~ 34 Years 1984 ~ 34 Years

Prompt, 
professional 

service
WhiteHillHome

Improvement.com

704-932-6878 
704-363-5491

K-Dee’s Jewelers
112 East Innes Street - Downtown Salisbury

Monday-Friday 9am-5:30pm
Saturday 10am-3pm

Hometown full-service jewelry store.
Everything from diamonds and pearls,
gold, and sterling, and a great selection
of fashionable jewelry!

704-636-7110

1985 ~ 33 Years

Complete Home Remodeling
Big or Small

NC License #24727
jjsconstructioncompany.com

704-279-3452

1985 ~ 33 Years

Neil’s Paint & 
Body Shop, Inc.
Professional Body Repairs

All Work Guaranteed
Estimates Available

Since 1986

1685 Kluttz Rd.
Salisbury, NC

704-279-5605

1986 ~ 32 Years 1987 ~ 31 Years

We realize there is no place 
like home. But at Autumn 

Care of Salisbury, you will feel 
close to home, being 

surrounded by the same 
friendly & family-oriented staff.

1505 Bringle Ferry Rd.
Salisbury

www.saberhealthcare.com

704-637-5885

Autumn Care
of Salisbury

Skilled Nursing & Short Term Rehab

We believe in providing 
high quality, professional 

auctions. Call us for quality, 
professional service.

Glenn M. Hester
NCAL 4453

704-239-9298

Glenn Hester 
Auctions

1988 ~ 30 Years 30 Years of Experience

Tom’s
Carpet
Care

Salisbury’s Best Choice 
for Highest Quality Floor 

and Upholstery Care
Commercial & Residential

Free Estimates 
Senior Discounts

704-633-7030

1981 ~ 37 Years

ISO/TS 16949 Certified Company
ISO 14001 Certified Company

119 Mazeppa Rd., Mooresville

www.ngkceramics.com

704-664-7000

1988 ~ 30 Years
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Congratulations to the following businesses
from Rowan and surrounding counties!

Your complete One Stop Nursery, Landscaping,
Garden Center & Christmas Shop.
2281 Statesville Blvd., Salisbury NC 28147

www.godleysgardencenter.com

704-638-0082

1989 ~ 29 Years

Brad Brady
Eric Brady

Jennifer Myers
“Piedmont Regional Team”
2507 Jake Alexander Blvd. S.

Salisbury, NC

704-633-0722

1990 ~ 28 Years

www.cathygriffinhomes.com

704-213-2464

Cathy Griffin

#1 in North Carolina &
#6 in the Nation!*

*among Century 21 agents

Towne & Country

1990 ~ 28 Years

Nicholson-
      Taylor, Inc.

Conveyor & Power
Transmission Belts

408 Liberty Street
Rockwell, NC

www.nicholsontaylor.com
Fax: 704-279-6983

704-279-6973

1991 ~ 27 Years

Speedbrite
Salisbury’s Ink
Filling Station
1810 W. Innes Street

Inside Windsor Gallery
Salisbury, 28144

speedbriteusa.com/ink/

704-633-7115

1989 ~ 29 Years

ALAN F. BURKE CPA, PA
Accounting, Financial Plan-
ning, Bookkeeping, Payroll, 

Tax Preparation

430 Jake Alexander Blvd. W.
Salisbury, NC

www.AlanBurkeCPA.com

704-633-8697

1989 ~ 29 Years

Commerical & Residential
Landscaping • Design & Build

Grading • Landscape Lighting • Hardscape
Lawn Maintenance

704-636-4480

1991 ~ 27 Years

1997 ~ 21 Years

Replacement Experts
24 Hour Emergency 

Service
Service Contracts &
Financing Available

www.sasloop.com

704-857-5684

Eller
Diesel
Terry Eller, Owner

1020 Peeler Rd.
Salisbury, NC

704-633-6721

1993 ~ 25 Years

Salisbury
Emporium

85 unique shops filled 
with gifts, antiques, local 
artwork, furniture, home 

decor & much more!
230 East Kerr St.

Salisbury, NC

704-642-0039

1993 ~ 25 Years

550 Dunns Mount Church Rd.
Salisbury, NC

704-637-2016

1994 ~ 24 Years 1997 ~ 21 Years

111-A West Fisher St., 
Salisbury, NC

marie@
leonardhamptonhomes.com

www.leonardhamptonhomes.com

704-239-3096

Mid South 
Tractor Company

Quality Equipment
Quality Parts

Quality Service

914 Webb Rd.
Salisbury (Exit 70 on I-85)

midsouthtractor.com

704-855-2980

1991 ~ 27 Years

125-A Quality Dr.
Mocksville

336-751-8041

1999 ~ 19 Years
Ketner’s Services

704-647-4772 / 704-639-1597

Let Us Bid on 
Your Property!

Year-round 
SeaSonal 
Service

v Landscaping & Lawn Care
v Leaf Removal/Gutter Cleaning
v Aeration, Seeding & Fertilizing
v Pressure Washing
v Bobcat Work/Stump Grinding
    vTree Removal

2000 ~ 18 Years
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Congratulations to the following businesses
from Rowan and surrounding counties!

Kepley & Son
Tractor Repair
& Restoration

2315 Briggs Road
Salisbury, NC

704-633-7756

2000 ~ 18 Years

2110 Statesville Blvd.
Salisbury, NC 28147

Don Coggins, 
president/owner

www.cogginsfinancial.com

704-633-1430

2003 ~ 15 Years

Built on integrity 
& quality service, 
just ask our loyal 

customers 

More Than Just A Cut & Run!
704-239-1191

2007 ~ 11 Years

@onthejoblawn1

Built on integrity 
& quality service, 
just ask our loyal 

customers 

More Than Just A Cut & Run!
704-239-1191

2007 ~ 11 Years

@onthejoblawn1

Teresea Rufty • Owner
Broker in charge

131 E. Innes St., Suite 212
Salisbury, NC 28144

www.tmrrealtyinc.com
704-245-6184
704-433-2582

2009 ~ 9 Years

Tanya G.
Williams, DMD
Gentle Dental

125 W. Kerr St.
Salisbury, NC 

28144

www.drtanyawilliams.com

704-636-1533

2010 ~ 8 Years
The Avon Store & 
Training Center

Owner, Cathy & Wayne Wagoner
Avon consultant since 1977

Join my team for 
#BOSSLIFE
Come shop with me...

Bring in this ad for a free gift!
503-B N. Salisbury Ave. Spencer
www.youravon.com/cathywagoner

704-637-3440

2010 ~ 8 Years

704-990-5457

2014 ~ 4 Years

Full Service Travel Agent
Cruises & River Cruises

All Inclusives & more

www.bethstraveland
vacations.com

beth.benedetto@aol.com

Thank you to all the businesses who participated in this year’s
2018 Business Honor Roll promotion. 

From year 1 to year 141, you have a lot to be
proud of and thankful for.

We salute you!

Monday - Friday, 
10:30am-10pm

Saturday & Sunday,
11am-10pm

1510 Stokes Ferry Rd.
Salisbury, NC

704-636-5544

2004 ~ 14 Years

The Business Honor Roll!
Call Kristin Byars at 704-797-4233

or
Brittany Williams at 704-797-4234

and tell them you want on
the Business Honor Roll!

GET ON THE ROLL FOR NEXT YEAR!
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911 W. Henderson St., Suite 300
Salisbury, NC • 704-636-9270
1965 South US 29 Hwy
China Grove, NC • 704-855-7611

NHCarolinaWomensHealthAssociates.org

Mike D. Stadler, MD Erin A. Grey, DOJames Murphy, MDJessica Blumenthal, MD

Holly Stevens, MD

Care you can 
trust in every 
stage of life

Sharon Varner, 
Certified Midwife

Voted Best Women’s 
Health Provider

Last summer, the compa-
ny met with those neighbors 
to talk about the decommis-
sioning of Buck Steam Sta-
tion, which first served the 
area in 1926, electrifying the 
Carolinas as well as area cot-
ton mills, says Erin Culbert, 
communications manager 
for Duke Energy. “Buck has 
really been a part of the fab-
ric of Rowan County for a long 
time.”

The six coal units were ul-
timately retired by 2013. The 
natural gas plant now in place 
there — online since 2011 — 
is more efficient and cleaner, 
Culbert says. “You can see the 
old plant and the old technolo-
gy, and how it’s giving way to 
new technology.”

The old plant is scheduled 
for implosion by the end of the 
year. Meanwhile, the company 
is in the process of removing some 6½ 
million tons of ash on site. To do so, Duke 
Energy is building an ash recycling unit, 
which will allow the processed materi-
al to be used in the concrete industry, 
Culbert says.

The unit is expected to be operation-
al in late 2019, and will mean a dozen 
new jobs for the county. Additionally, it 
will contribute to the tax base through 
property taxes. The gas plant employs 
35. Construction of the ash recycling 
unit will employ local workers, she adds.

Culbert said the company expects 
100 to 200 workers will be involved in 
construction of the ash processing unit. 
“Like with the solar site, these folks will 
be contributing to the local economy 
during their time on the project.”

Other examples of Duke Energy’s 
economic development partnership 
with Rowan County include:

• Construction of the new Woodleaf 
solar facility.

“We have been doing a lot of work to 
transition away from less efficient en-
ergy to cleaner and more sustainable 
forms for energy,” Culbert says.

North Carolina is second nationwide 
— behind California — in terms of its 
solar capacity, Culbert says. To that end, 
a solar project is planned for the end of 
2018 on 48 acres near Highway 801 and 
Old U.S. 70. The project will bring 50 
construction jobs to the area, contribute 
to the tax base, and add to Duke Ener-
gy’s renewables portfolio, Culbert says.

• Grants to Rowan-Cabarrus Com-

munity College.
To date, the company has donated 

more than $1 million to Rowan-Cabar-
rus Community College in workforce 
development grants. It is one of the 
company’s philanthropic investment 
priorities, according to Randy Welch, 
district manager for Duke Energy Car-
olinas. Duke’s most recent donation will 
add to the Advanced Technology Cen-
ter’s equipment for 21st workforce de-
velopment.

“Developing the region’s workforce 
benefits us all,” Welch has said. “Our 
investments come full circle when many 
of the students go on to work for area 
industries, and those industries then 
gain skilled workers trained to meet 
the community needs.”

The funds have enabled equipment 
enhancements for engineering technol-
ogies programs at RCCC.

“This equipment will be used in 
three different degree programs at 
Rowan-Cabarrus: electronics engineer-
ing technology, industrial engineering 
technology and mechanical engineering 
technology,” said Dr. Michael Quillen, 
vice president of academic programs, 
when that grant was announced in 2016. 
“Skills gained by training on this equip-
ment will enable our students to gain 
employment in a variety of industries. 
Additionally, students will also be bet-
ter prepared for transfer to engineering 
programs in the UNC system through 
prearranged articulation agreements.”

The college’s vision statement, 

“building sustainable futures through 
the power of learning” has been sup-
ported for a decade by Duke Energy and 
its sustainability division through their 
efforts to help businesses replace light-
ing and increase energy savings efforts.

“We are working on our next innova-
tive practice together as the college pur-
sues turning on its solar rooftop system 
this spring,” said Dr. Carol S. Spalding, 
president of Rowan-Cabarrus Commu-
nity College.

Duke
Continued from 46                          

The former coal-powered Buck Steam Station on High Rock Lake. — Photo by Josh Bergeron
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Small town roundup
CHINA GROVE

China Grove Town Manager Ken 
Deal said the town is already seeing 
growth from the widening of Interstate 
85.

Many houses on the market are gone 
within a week, he said, and there is lots 
of interest in China Grove’s safe com-
munity.

Other town projects include:
• A veterans’ memorial at the Com-

munity Center. Artists are doing the 
brickwork, and the project is expected 
to be completed by July 1.

• A stage at Hanna Park. Hanna Park 
is located downtown on Main Street. The 
next phase of construction will include a 
rock face on the stage’s foundation. Deal 
says the stage will be a central point for 
local bands and events like cruise-ins.

• New playground equipment and 
other upgrades to the town community 
building. The playground will be dedi-
cated on June 1. All told, the town invest-
ed over $80,000 in renovations, which 

include three new accessible restrooms, 
picnic tables and a grill, shade trees in-
stead of pine trees and a revitalization 
of the community building itself.

• Street resurfacing. A longterm proj-
ect, Deal said the town is investigating 
financial supports available for resur-
facing the 26 miles of streets it owns. 
The city is seeking matching funds and 
grants to aid in the effort.

CLEVEL AND
Cleveland Mayor Danny Gabriel says 

Cleveland is a small town with limited 
staff.

But he said the town is doing every-
thing it can to prepare itself for busi-
nesses that might want to move there.

“One of the things we try to do, we 
keep a low tax rate because that’s some-
thing that companies look at. We also 
maintain a very good water source,” 
Gabriel said. “We try to make sure our 
infrastructure is in place so that, if 
something does come, we’ll be ready.”

Some recent developments in the 
town include:

• Freightliner is hiring about 700 peo-
ple at their Cleveland plant this spring.

• The construction of West Rowan El-
ementary — which combines Cleveland 
and Woodleaf elementaries — continues. 
Construction is expected to be complet-
ed by the end of this year.

• The town board has rezoned a near-
ly 100-acre property near the town for 
M1, or light industrial, purposes.

• The town is in the process of re-
placing all of its waste treatment lift 
stations. It will finish the second-to-last 
one this year.

EAST SPENCER
In March 2014, the East Spencer 

town board began creating its Gateway 
Plan, designed to create development 
around and near Interstate 85 at Exit 
79 and Andrews Street. It hopes to draw 
a convenience store similar to Sheetz, a 
bank, a drugstore, a fast-food or casu-

al-dining restaurant, a department store 
and a hotel.

Other projects also fall under the 
Gateway Plan:

• In 2014, the town board completed 
an inventory of vacant property that 
found 106 units in need of repair or be-
yond repair. Some homes were torn down 
by the owners while others had a lien 
placed on them. The goal is to have new 
houses built. The town’s demographics 
have changed, and younger families are 
moving to East Spencer, Mayor Barbara 
Mallett said.

• A $400,000 federal brownfields 
grant helped the town create the Long 
Street Corridor Plan, said Town Planner 
Joe Morris. The town plans to evaluate 
and assess six to eight sites for rede-
velopment. The town will also be able 
to test other vacant sites to determine 
development potential.

• Royal Giants Park has been slowly 
undergoing rehabilitation since 2015. 
The town raised more than $300,000 in 

704-857-6660
Saturday & Sunday 8am - 5pm

One of Rowan County’s 
Largest Shopping 

Destinations since 1985

130,000 square feet of 
Covered/Indoor Shopping

250 Outdoor Spaces 
& 3 Restaurants
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BEEF & SAUSAGE, INC.
Since 1936

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
MONDAY-FRIDAY 7AM-5PM

704.857.5519
940 Daugherty Rd | China Grove

Country Ham
Sausage

Liver Mush 
Famous Hot Dog Chili
Gift Boxes Available

Hours: Mon-Fri 7:30am-6pm
Saturday 8am-12pm; Sunday Closed 

4155 Statesville Blvd 
704-636-3408

RowanAnimalClinic.com

Rowan Animal Clinic 
Providing Excellent Care for 38 Years

Experienced Staff  
Providing Production & Small 

Animal Veterinary Care
for the wellness of your pet

Open 7 Days a Week

Carpet | Tile | Stone | Hardwood 
Laminate | Granite | Vent Free Fireplaces

State of the Art Showroom… For All Of Your Flooring Needs!

Grove Supply Company
1600 North Main Street, China Grove  704-857-2415

   Serving Rowan County for 68 Years!
Monday- Friday 8:30am - 5:00 pm; Saturday 8:30am - 1:00pm

Cornerstone 
Child Development Centers

Providing early education & quality care since 2000

Ages 6 weeks 
to 12 years old

4 Locations
315 Webb Rd Salisbury
1325 Faith Rd. Salisbury
125 Eastville Dr. Rockwell
1010 S. Salisbury St. Spencer

v isit www.cornerstonecdc.com for more information

Care and 
Trust
5 Star 
Childcare
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THE ELLINGTON

A Senior Adult Community 55+
201 RIVER BIRCH DRIVE | SALISBURY, NC 28146 | 704-633-6000

www.gablesatkepleyfarm.com

Contact Debbie Fowler at 704-633-6000
or come by to see the model at

201 River Birch Drive, Salisbury, NC 28146

464 Jake Alexander Blvd., West  Salisbury 
704-633-0023

www.hearingsolutionsofnc.com
  Front row: Jane S. Walters, Dr. Lorin S. Oden    

Back row: Jamie Webb, Beth M. Arey  

donations and pledges and in 2016 re-
ceived a matching state grant. Phase I 
of the plan includes a splash park, a pic-
nic shelter, cornhole courts, renovations 
to the restroom and shelter, basketball 
courts, walking trails and a playground.

“It’s becoming a bigger part of re-
locating. Families are looking at qual-
ity-of-life issues,” said interim Town 
Administrator F.E. Isenhour. “We are 
coming to the end of the tunnel. The fu-
ture is very, very bright.”

FAITH
The town of Faith will be busy in the 

near future in providing sewer to a large 
residential subdivision that is actually 
in the Granite Quarry town limits.

“It’s probably going to double the us-
age on our system,” said Faith Mayor 
Pro Tem C.J. Moody.

LGI Homes has proposed a 250-home 
subdivision — The Village at Granite 
—  on 109 acres off Faith Road. Fu-
ture phases would call for 40 units of 
multifamily housing on 5.68 acres and 
commercial development on an addi-
tional 3 acres.

L ANDIS
Landis Town Manager Reed Linn 

said Landis has “always been a quiet 
community.”

But he said, through processes like 
voluntary annexation, the town is grow-
ing.

“We’re a lot bigger now than we 
were. We go from the city limits of Kan-
napolis all the way out to South Rowan 
High School,” Linn said.

“Some of our citizens will think to 
themselves, ‘Landis isn’t growing,’ 
because they look at what they see 
downtown,” said Public Works Direc-
tor Ron Miller. “We’re growing from 
the outside.”

Some recent town developments 
include:

• Former NASCAR driver Mike Wal-
lace purchased the old Landis Mill on 

South Main Street in January 2017. The 
building is for sale and Wallace said it 
could be used for a number of purposes. 
The Wallace family has also purchased 
a convenience store at the intersection 
of South Main Street, West First Street 
and Highland Avenue.

• The town has had discussions with 
N.C. Department of Transportation 
staff about how it can create a more 
direct passage from Mooresville to 
Landis in order to capitalize on traf-
fic from the soon-to-be-completed Old 
Beatty Ford interchange.

• The town’s parks and recreation 
department continued to work on the 
Lake Corriher Wilderness Area in 2017. 
The grand reopening is expected in 
April.

SPENCER
The past year has been a busy one 

for the town of Spencer.

• Fred and Alice Stanback Educational 
Forest

The town kicked off the summer 
with the grand opening of the Fred 
and Alice Stanback Educational Forest. 
Formerly known as Spencer Woods, the 
53-acre park features more than two 
miles of trails, and was the culmination 
of seven years of community work.

• Partnership with Salisbury Com-
munity Development Corp.

Spencer recently tied the knot on its 
partnership with the Salisbury Com-
munity Development Corporation. The 
arrangement allows Spencer to begin 
sprucing up, renovating or demolishing 
dilapidated homes on South Carolina 
Avenue.

• Park Plaza
In fall of 2017, Spencer officials pro-

posed a unique idea that could kill two 
birds with one stone: using the empty 
Park Plaza shopping center as the lo-
cation for new town and police offices. 
On Feb. 20, the town entered a pur-

chase agreement with PI REO, LLC for 
$668,000. The town plans to purchase 
20,000 square feet of the enormous 
shopping center, and use 12,000 of it 
for a new police station and municipal 
offices. A outparcel along Fifth Street 
will be turned into a park.

• DeVita Dialysis
A new DeVita Dialysis center is 

nearing completion in Spencer. Novant 
Health Rowan in 2017 determined the 
need for another area dialysis center, 
and Spencer offered to serve as the new 
location.

• Storm water project
Much of the past year has been de-

voted to upfitting and renovating storm-
water drains along Fourth Street. The 
project is state funded.

• Homerun Halloween
In 2017 the town of Spencer part-

nered with Spencer Cal Ripken for the 
second year to host Homerun Hallow-
een. The trunk-or-treat event held on the 
Cal Ripken baseball field drew more than 
1,700 visitors.

ROCKWELL
Rockwell Mayor Beau Taylor said 

there is “a lot of good stuff going on 
around Rockwell.”

Industry in the area is booming, 
he said, citing business successes like 
Schult Homes and SupplyOne. And it 
keeps expanding.

In 2017, FillTech USA, a private la-
bel manufacturer of over-the-counter 
cosmetics, completed construction of 
its new facility.

FillTech was purchased in 2008 by 
Dennis and Cookie Jones. At the time, 
the company had eight employees. To-
day, they’ve got over 100, Taylor said.

“I’m very proud of that facility,” he 
said.

FillTech’s new facility is expected 
to open midyear. Other recent or up-
coming developments around the town 
include:

• Lennar Homes is building Alexan-
der Glen, a 104-home housing develop-
ment. It will be located off of U.S. 52.

• The town has worked to update its 
American Legion Building, renovating 
the inside for event space. It will seat 
120 guests.

• O’reilly Auto Parts opened Jan. 2 
on West Main Street.

• The North Carolina Department of 
Transportation will soon begin repav-
ing Market Street and Palmer Road.

• The city has been working to pro-
mote its park. Rockwell Park has three 
shelters that will hold at least 100, play-
ground equipment and more.
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VOTED BEST IN AIR 
CONDITIONING

& HEATING IN 
ROWAN COUNTY

*Special financing offers valid on qualifying equipment only. All sales must be to homeowners in the United States.  Void where prohibited. The Wells Fargo Home Projects credit card 
is issued by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., an Equal Housing Lender. Special terms apply to qualifying purchases charged with approved credit. The special terms APR will continue to apply 
until all qualifying purchases are paid in full. The monthly payment for this purchase will be the amount that will pay for the purchase in full in equal payments during the promotional 
(special terms) period. The APR for Purchases will apply to certain fees such as a late payment fee or if you use the card for other transactions. For new accounts, the APR for Purchases 
is 28.99%. If you are charged interest in any billing cycle, the minimum interest charge will be $1.00. This information is accurate as of 1/1/2018 and is subject to change. For current 
information, call us at 1-800-431-5921. Offer expires 12/31/2018

“Call The Doctor of Home Comfort.  He Makes Housecalls.”

4243 S. Main St., Salisbury, NC | 704-633-8095
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Client: Carolinas HealthCare 
Job No: CHCS-63071
Title: Atrium Single Ad

Pub: Spirit of Rowan
Size: 9.5" x 11”
 

Carolinas HealthCare System is

A PLACE…

filled with light

where each and every heartbeat begins

where connections are made

bringing health, hope and healing

FOR ALL
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