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Spencer
What are steps 
that you would 
take to bring 
industry to 
Spencer?

What should be 
done about the 

Park Plaza? 

Why should people 
vote for you?

Jim Gobbel 
Address: Eighth Street
Age: 66
Occupation: Retired from 
Miller Brewing Company
Education: Spartanburg 
Technical College and 
Rowan-Cabarrus Community 
College.

James ‘Mike’ Boone
Address: South Spencer 
Avenue
Age: 64
Occupation: Retired from 
Rowan-Salisbury Schools 
Education: Davidson County 
Community College

Sylvia Chillcott
Address: Fourth Street
Age: 60
Occupation: Retired director 
of public safety, works as a 
substitute teacher in North 
area schools 
Education: Catawba College

Kevin Jones
Address: Pickett Avenue
Age: 37
Occupation: Subway 
franchise owner and works 
part-time at Life Church
Education: Elon University

David Lamanno
Address: South Rowan 
Avenue
Age: 49
Occupation: Circulation 
department at Rowan Public 
Library
Education: Western Carolina 
University

“I’ve done all that I can 
do to represent the town 
of Spencer in a fair way,” 
Gobbel said. He will “have 
his feet under the table” at 
anything that will move the 
town forward. 

“I’m hoping they’ll vote 
for me based on my past 
record,” Boone said. 

Chillcott said she is an 
incumbent who has 
worked hard on the board 
for nearly two years.
“And I am excited about 
continuing on some 
projects that we started 
and I’d like to see them to 
fruition.”

“I think I have a proven 
track record of getting 
things done in Spencer.” 

Lamanno said he has 
experience in his favor, 
both from his two years 
on the board and training 
he received from the N.C. 
School of Government. 
“I bring what I learned at 
that workshop to every 
meeting,” he said. 

Gobbel wants to see 
some sustainable retail 
businesses move there, 
but a lot of work would 
have to be done on the 
property, first. Moving the 
police department and 
town offices there would 
be a first step. 

Boone said he has high 
hopes that municipal 
offices will move into 
the Park Plaza in the 
near future. “That would 
probably be the jump-
start for other good things 
to happen there.” 

The Park Plaza is an 
“eyesore right in the 
middle of downtown 
Spencer.” It should be 
bought, or the town should 
do something with it. The 
board is currently looking 
at options. 

“I think that any 
development that we can 
get in will help to spur on 
more in that area.” 
While it’s not ideal, it is still 
valuable property. And if 
filled it would hopefully 
pull people across from 
the N.C. Transportation 
Museum. 

Lamanno said he would 
like to see the area near 
the road returned to 
a green space so the 
property is not “a sea of 
concrete.” The board is 
also considering moving 
the police department and 
municipal offices there. 

The key is “getting our 
name out there.” The 
town is currently meeting 
with the EDC, which is a 
“first step.”  But, “it’s our 
responsibility to market 
ourselves as a town that 
wants to move forward.” 

Spencer should partner 
more with the Rowan 
County Board of 
Commissioners and focus 
on marketing Rowan.  
“I think it’s going to be 
very beneficial working 
together to accomplish 
something there.” 

The town is looking at 
the old finishing plant on 
the north end of town as 
a possibility for a future 
business site. Jobs would 
have to come from a 
company that’s large 
enough to employ a good 
number of residents. 

Spencer has a lot of good 
attributes — it’s a central 
location, close to a river 
and close to an interstate. 
“It’s a huge plus that we 
haven’t done a very good 
job of marketing.” 

“We have our eyes and 
ears open to industry.” 
Lamanno said. 
The town is working on 
combining tracts on 
Long Ferry Road to make 
them more attractive 
to developers, and is 
working with the EDC. 

By Rebecca Rider
rebecca.rider@salisburypost.com

SPENCER — While every member of the 
seven-member Spencer Board of Aldermen 
is gunning for re-election, two challengers 
have also appeared.

Sharon Hovis and Rashid Hakim Mu-
hammad filed this summer to fight for a 
two-year term.

Hovis, who works as the East Spencer 
chief of police, is a native of Spencer. Hovis 
did not respond to interview requests for 
this article.

Also, repeated efforts by a Post reporter 
to contact Muhammad since he filed in July 
have been unsuccessful.

Mayor Jim Gobbel is the only candidate 
who filed to run for town mayor.

For the incumbents running for re-elec-
tion, the future of the town comes down to 
a few major projects: Park Plaza — a vast, 
empty shopping center in downtown Spen-
cer — and a focus on bringing industry and 
jobs into the town.

Park Plaza  and its empty storefronts 
have been the source of debate for sever-
al years. While all candidates who inter-
viewed agreed that something should be 
done with the shopping center, answers 
varied on what the solution could be.

Incumbents said they were in favor of 
trying to move the Spencer Police Depart-
ment and municipal offices into a portion of 
the plaza. They said they hoped the nearby 
presence of police and use of the building 
would attract other businesses.

However, a few went a bit further.
Howard White suggested that the town 

act as an intermediary between the prop-
erty owner and potential businesses to see 
if anything could be done to make the prop-
erty more appealing — such as negotiating 
lowered rental rates, or taking other steps.

David Smith said that, specifically, he’d 
like to see a drug store take up residence 
in the plaza, to replace the Walgreens the 
town lost recently.

David Lammano said he’d like to see a 
little of the property’s color returned by 
converting the parking lot section closest 

7 seats up  
for election 
in Spencer

See Spencer, 13D

Vote for mayor, 6 aldermen
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Spencer What are steps 
that you would 

take to bring in-
dustry to Spencer?

What should be 
done about the 

Park Plaza?

Why should people 
vote for you?

David Smith
Address: North Salisbury 
Avenue
Age: 72
Occupation: Security 
manager; retired from Army
Education: Central Carolina 
Community College, Rowan-
Cabarrus Community College

Howard White
Address: Fourth Street
Age: 58
Occupation: Retired master 
combat meteorologist for the 
U.S. Air Force 
Education: Department of 
Defense. 

“It’s my town, and that’s 
it,” he said. Smith said he 
would also like to finish 
projects started during his 
time on the board. 

White said he will try to 
give everything he has to 
the town and the board. 
“You can’t please all the 
people all the time, but I 
am willing to try and give 
100 percent,” he said. 

He’s for revitalization of 
the property, and he’d 
like to see a drug store go 
there. Moving the town 
hall and police department 
there may also be a 
possibility.

Whatever happens to the 
property, White said he 
thinks the town should be 
involved in it “somehow, 
someway.” Whether 
that’s moving the police 
department there, or 
seeing if rental rates can 
be lowered.  

Spencer has limited land 
and space, so any industry 
brought in would need 
to be something with 
longevity. 

Erase the stigma “that the 
town is overall bad.” White 
said. “…If people don’t 
feel comfortable here, 
they’re not going to come.” 
There’s hope, in the future 
though, he said, with the 
growth of the I-85 corridor. 

to Salisbury Avenue into a strip of green 
space.

Candidates also gave their opinion on 
what could be done to bring industry and 
jobs to the town. Most referred to current 
initiatives. Lammano said he thought the 
board’s move to convince property own-
ers on Long Ferry Road was a step in the 
right direction in making the town attrac-
tive to developers. Others, however, such 
as Smith, pointed out that the town has 
limited land and space, so it should be se-
lective in choosing businesses and focus 
on longevity.

The majority of the candidates believed 
that the issue lay — in part — in the town’s 
image. White argued that the board and 
the town should work to erase negative 
perceptions.

Kevin Jones said Spencer has a lot going 
for it with a good location and easy access 
to the interstate — all it needed was a bit of 
marketing. Other candidates, too, agreed 
that the much of the issue lay in the town’s 
image and a lack of proper marketing.

ELECT

Bobby G. Brown
Alderman

Town of Landis
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Spencer
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Spencer residents can vote early at the 
Rowan County Board of Elections at West 
End Plaza between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. Early 
voting ends Nov. 4.

November 7th

Salisbury 
City Council

Leda
Belk

Paid for by the committee to elect Leda Belk.
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When can you vote?
Early voting for all Rowan County 

municipal elections began Oct. 19 at the 
Board of Elections office at West End Pla-
za, 1935 Jake Alexander Blvd. West, Suite 
D10. Hours are 8 a.m.-5 p.m. weekdays. 

Early voting continues until Saturday, 
when hours will be 8 a.m.-1 p.m.

Election Day is Tuesday, Nov. 7, when 
polls will be open from 6:30 a.m. to 7:30 
p.m.

Have questions? Call the Rowan County 
Board of Elections at 704-216-8140.


