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Salisbury
Question #3
What is one 

innovative idea 
that you have?

Question #2
Would you sell, 

lease or manage 
Fibrant?

Question #1
How would you 
reduce crime?

Karen Alexander
Address: 419 S. Fulton St.
Age: 67
Occupation: Mayor/architect 
at KKA Architecture
Education: Architecture 
degree from UNCC

Leda Belk
Address: 200 S. McCoy Rd.
Age: 70
Occupation: Retired 
educator
Education: Bachelor’s 
degree in criminal justice 
from UNCC

Ryan Evans
Address: 9 White Oak Cir.
Age: 27
Occupation: Retired Army 
soldier
Education: Currently 
studying political science at 
Livingstone College

Kenny Hardin
Address: 107 Willow Rd. 
Age: 51
Occupation: Air Force 
veteran; consultant
Education: Journalism 
degree from Pfeiffer 
University

Al Heggins
Address: 1210 Old West 
Innes St. 
Age: 53
Occupation: Owner of 
Human Praxis Institute
Education: English degree 
and Master’s degree in 
Education from UNCC

Community engagement. 
Fostering a partnership 
between community 
and police department. 
Encouraging citizens to 
say something if they see 
something. 

Thinks City Council’s 
job is policy making and 
engaging people. Wants to 
support police chief and 
make sure officers have 
what they need to do their 
jobs. Thinks cleaning the 
city will lead to reduced 
crime.

Thinks talking to the youth 
will help solve crimes and 
find criminals. Thinks 
opioid abuse is behind 
spike in crime. Wants to 
find people at top of crime 
rings because, if they’re 
stopped, small-time 
criminals will stop, too. 

Thinks police cannot 
adequately serve minority 
populations if they don’t 
understand each other 
culturally. Thinks there 
should be a midnight 
curfew for kids under 18. 
Thinks there should be 
targeted enforcement 
where crimes occur.

Thinks there should be 
facilitators between police 
and community. Says 
there’s no “one magic 
bullet” to solve crime, but 
that root problems need to 
be addressed. Thinks that  
No. 1 priority should be 
getting police department 
to full capacity. 

Lease or manage. Thinks 
of paying off Fibrant like 
paying off a mortgage and 
says city only has 11 years 
left to pay off Fibrant debt. 
Thinks it would be “crazy” 
for city to sell and lose 
investment.

Doesn’t think city should 
lease it or sell it, but should 
keep it and try to make 
it work. Thinks city will 
take major loss if it’s sold 
or leased. Thinks Fibrant 
hasn’t been given a chance 
because it hasn’t been 
marketed.

Thinks Fibrant hasn’t been 
positive since it’s existed. 
Thinks the service is good 
but there’s no one around 
who can afford it. 

Thinks citizens deserve to 
know more about Fibrant. 
Wants to hire an agency to 
do an exhaustive, in-depth 
investigation into it. Wants 
to know who the investors 
are, how it started, what 
legalities city is involved in.

Thinks she needs to have 
more information before 
she can determine what 
to do. Says that she is 
still a regular citizen and 
doesn’t have access to 
information.

Restoring the Empire 
Hotel.

After-school, recreational 
activities for kids. 

Building a housing 
community on land the 
city already owns.

Wants a partnership 
between the county 
and the city to restore 
dilapidated houses that 
would then be sold for low 
prices to teachers and 
police officers. 

Congress of 
Neighborhoods, which 
would allow communities 
and neighborhood 
representatives to self-
select representatives 
who engage with each 
other and City Council.

Vote for five

By Jessica Coates
jessica.coates@salisburypost.com

SALISBURY — After Aug. 1, the tone of 
the 2017 City Council race changed.

During the Aug. 1 City Council meeting, 
Councilman Brian Miller said that East 
Spencer resident Carolyn Logan was out 
of order after Logan accused Mayor Karen 
Alexander, an architect, of over-billing the 
city when she was in charge of a Fibrant con-
struction project before joining the council. 

While Logan asked Miller repeatedly, 
“How am I out of order?” Mayor Pro Tem 
Maggie Blackwell handed Alexander the 
gavel, which Alexander then used to rule 
Logan out of order.

The Post has been unable to verify Lo-
gan’s claims.

Logan, who is a frequent attendee of Salis-
bury City Council meetings, returned for the 
Aug. 15 meeting.

Logan said, during the Aug. 15 public com-
ment period, that her constitutional rights 
had been violated at the previous meeting 
and that the council had broken state laws by 
not allowing her to finish speaking.

Seconds into Logan’s comments about the 
previous meeting, Alexander ruled Logan 
out of order.

“How am I out of order?” Logan asked.
“You’re out of order because you’re saying 

things that are not true, Ms. Logan,” Alex-
ander said.

When Logan interrupted Alexander and 
asked what she had said that was not true, 
Alexander held up her index finger to Logan 
and shushed her.

“You have said that City Council has done 
something outside of the law. This has been 
researched. We are fully within the law,” 
Alexander said.

The interaction between Logan and Alex-
ander began a citywide conversation about 
what qualifies not only as legal but appropri-
ate behavior for both council members and 
citizens during City Council public comment 

Interaction 
with public  
a key issue  
in city race
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that you have?
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Would you sell, 
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How would you 
reduce crime?

Brian Miller
Address: 110 Kingsbridge 
Road 
Age: 48
Occupation: District 
manager for BB&T
Education: Business 
Administration degree from 
UNCC

Todd Paris
Address: 113 E. Council St. 
Age: 53
Occupation: Lawyer at D. 
Todd Paris Sr. Law Firm
Education: Political science 
and history degree from 
UNCC; law degree from UNC-
Chapel Hill

David Post
Address: 121 E. Corriher Ave.
Age: 68
Occupation: Attorney at 
David Post Law PLLC
Education: Business degree 
from UNC-Chapel Hill; law 
degree from Duke University

Rodney Queen
Address: 101 Ferncliff Dr.
Age: 69
Occupation: Owner of 
Norwood Nursery
Education: Graduate of 
Holbrook High School

Patricia Jones 
‘P.J.’ Ricks
Address: 225 Rutherford St.
Age: 72
Occupation: Retired 
educator/counselor
Education: Biology degree 
from Livingstone College

Thinks it is the council’s 
job to give police 
department the resources 
they need. Relies on the 
professionals city hires. 
Likes new approach to 
community policing and 
happy that council gave 
police pay raises.

Thinks police have to be 
an actual deterrent to 
crime in order for it to be 
effective. Thinks people 
are getting a criminal 
justice bandage instead of 
real investigations. Thinks 
there needs to be an even 
bigger police staff, up to 
107 officers.

Thinks police chief 
needs authority to do 
his job and the tools he 
needs to accomplish 
his job. Doesn’t want to 
micromanage. Glad police 
department is focusing 
on community policing. 
Thinks poverty leads to 
crime.

Thinks poverty is fueling 
crime and that, to reduce 
crime, poverty has to be 
reduced. Thinks crime 
cannot be solved by 
throwing police officers at 
it. Thinks police officers 
should go to schools and 
develop relationship with 
kids early.

Thinks there should be a 
way for people to submit 
crime tips without putting 
their families in danger. 
Thinks police officers 
need to focus on crime 
and drug hot spots. 
Thinks there should be 
early programs that 
allow kids to see police 
differently.

Thinks selling Fibrant at 
a deep discount would 
not help citizens. Thinks 
city should find experts 
who know the industry 
to determine what to do. 
Wants citizens to buy in, 
but knows they can’t be 
forced to.

Thinks best possible 
option would be if 
someone would buy it, but 
for a high enough price to 
pay off the debt. Thinks it 
was a mistake for city to 
get involved in first place 
and that, if someone else 
could run it better, they 
should.

Thinks city cannot sell 
because the value is too 
low. Doesn’t think city 
can operate it because it 
doesn’t have a business 
mindset. Thinks only 
reasonable option is to 
lease it, but needs to be 
someone who knows 
exactly what they’re doing.

Thinks council cannot 
focus on Fibrant as a 
reason that other things 
cannot get done. Thinks 
selling it will not work 
because buyers will want 
a bargain. Thinks leasing 
could be best option.

Thinks city needs to stop 
looking at Fibrant as a 
utility. Thinks Fibrant 
should be marketed 
to hospitals, schools, 
colleges and apartments 
as well as single-family 
homes. Thinks discounted 
rate should be offered to 
low-income residents.

Thinks council should get 
involved in early education 
efforts, potentially in 
the form of a board or 
commission. 

2,900 project, which 
would allow homeowners 
trying to sell their homes 
to “become the bank” so 
they can sell to people 
who might not otherwise 
have the credit to buy 
a house; thinks it will 
solve abandoned houses 
problem.

Salisbury charter school 
district.

7-person City Council.

Would make crime the 
whole city’s concern, a 
public policy concern.

Vote for five

periods.
Alexander said, in a separate interview 

with the Post, that she felt she had not done 
anything wrong.

“I choose to say that, if I can do better, 
I’m going to do better. But I still think that 
she needed to be gaveled for her comments 
and I was fully within the right. And I have 
not heard anything from the ACLU or any-
one else from the state telling me that I was 
not in my right to do it,” Alexander said.

Alexander said that public comment is 
“one of the most important things that we 
deal with.”

“Because we do want to hear from our 
citizens. But we also want to have respect 
and civil process in that.” Alexander said. 
“There are rules of engagement when 
you’re in a formal setting that you must 
obey in order for you to have the opportu-
nity to speak.”

Alexander said that, should she be re-
elected, she would not recommend any 
changes to the format of the public com-
ment period.

Councilman Brian Miller also said that 
there should be a “level of civil discourse 
in these meetings.”

“I don’t think we should lower our stan-
dards for one person or another. We need 
adult conversation. You can say anything 
you want to me; I’m a public official and I 
signed up for that. But civil discourse is 
important,” Miller said.

Miller said that the current format of 
public comment does not allow council 
members and citizens to have “meaning-
ful dialogue.”

He said that he would recommend mov-
ing public comment period to the begin-
ning or end of the meeting and having a 
quarterly forum to discuss “whatever’s 
boiling up” among citizens at that time.

Todd Paris said that City Council should 
more clearly define what a “personal at-
tack” is in their rules of procedure for 
public comment periods.

“They better draw it very narrowly be-
cause the thing is, these public comments 
are the only time once a month that the cit-
izens can stand up in front of their elected 
officials and speak to them in public with 
the media and everyone else watching. It’s 
the only other avenue for doing that that 
we have,” Paris said.

The resolution for the public comment 
rules of procedure currently says: “Speak-
ers will be courteous in their language and 
presentation. Personal attacks will not be 
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tolerated and will be deemed out of order.”
Rodney Queen said that having the public 

comment period in the middle of the meet-
ing, at 6 p.m., is “obviously upsetting some 
of the council members.”

“They need to have a clear mind. They 
need to have a good frame of mind. And 
having public comment in the middle of it 
is disturbing that,” Queen said.

Queen suggested that there be a third 
monthly meeting — in addition to the two 
monthly meetings that City Council currently 
has — that is designated for public comment.

He said that, at this third meeting, no oth-
er business would be discussed and council 
members would have the chance to respond 
to citizens.

John Struzick said he is a “strong believer 
in First Amendment rights,” but that those 
rights applied to both council members and 
citizens.

“I guess everyone should be able to say 
what they want to say as long as they’re not 
accusatory. Public comment and accusing 
someone of something is a whole different 
thing,” Struzick said.

Struzick said that moving the public com-
ment period from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. would give 
the council two hours to conduct its business 
before public comment began.

David Post was the councilperson who, 
two years ago, recommended that public 
comment happen at every meeting and that 
it happen at a specific time every meeting.

Post said that, especially in the wake 
of the deaths of A’yanna Allen and Fergu-
son Laurent, public comment “served an 
incredible purpose.” Allen, 7, was killed 
when a drive-by shooter fired shots into the 
bedroom where she was sleeping. Laurent 
fired at police serving a no-knock warrant 
at his residence and was killed by an officer.

“I think giving (them) a public platform 
to vent two amazingly difficult issues in the 
city, both in a short period of time, was pow-
erful. And so I don’t think we should run 
away from it,” Post said.

Several candidates said that restrictions 
on the public comment period should be 
loosened.

Latasha Wilks said that she would like 
for people to be able to speak during public 
comment even if they are not able to sign 
up before 6 p.m.

“Does everybody get off at 6? No. I think 
that public comment should be open that, if 
you get off at 6, you could come on in at 6:15 
and still speak and not have a restriction,” 
Wilks said.

She also said that it is important to give 
a speaker their full three minutes.
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Tamara Sheffield
Address: 301 Maupin Ave.
Age: 47
Occupation: Senior account 
manager for Frito-Lay
Education: Marketing 
degree from Tennessee 
Technological University

John Struzick
Address: 1610 Secret Garden 
Ct.
Age: 71
Occupation: Financial 
manager for Innospec
Education: Economics 
degree from University of 
North Alabama

Latasha Wilks
Address: 701 Pinehurst St.
Age: 43
Occupation: Associate 
minister at Mount Zion 
Missionary Baptist Church
Education: Studying 
psychology at Ashford 
University

Applauds current council 
for giving police pay 
raises. Doesn’t believe 
you can arrest your way 
out of crime problems. 
Thinks city needs to talk 
more about what causes 
drug and crime problems 
— lack of education, 
addiction, mental illness.

Thinks best thing council 
can do is support law 
enforcement. Thinks 
police department 
needs proper resources 
like vehicles that work, 
training. Thinks education 
is important to stopping 
crime. 

Thinks giving young 
people something to do, 
like after-school programs,
will help reduce crime, and 
that the root of the crime 
problem is people feeling 
excluded and unequal. 
Thinks D.A.R.E. program 
should be at every school. 

Personally a fan of Fibrant. 
Thinks selling is not a 
sound financial option 
because city will still have 
debt. Thinks it needs to 
be marketed better and 
that there should be a full 
Fibrant staff.

Proponent of Fibrant; 
thinks its an outstanding 
resource for Salisbury. 
Thinks it’s been severely 
mismanaged and hasn’t 
been advertised. Thinks it 
shouldn’t be treated like a 
utility because there’s too 
much competition.

Thinks debt needs to be 
refinanced so that city is 
making lower payments 
over longer time so other 
items could be financed 
while debt is being paid.

Find innovative ideas 
through discussions with 
community and holding 
town halls. 

Get a permanent director 
for Fibrant who knows 
the business, then check 
in and get a report from 
Fibrant about their 
progress on a regular 
basis.

Home ownership program. 
Meet with all of the home 
owners who have vacant 
houses. Work with banks 
to have them accept 
potential homebuyers with 
lower-than-average credit. 

Vote for five

“Now, if somebody comes in there and 
throws a chair, yes, we need to have re-
strictions on stuff like that, yes. But let 
them say what they’ve got to say,” Wilks 
said.

Kenny Hardin said that, should he be 
reelected, he would take “all restraints” 
off of public comment.

“I’m going to have a time limit, but 
when that ‘ding, ding, ding’ (happens), I 
don’t want (to cut people off). No, keep 
talking, if you’re saying something rele-
vant. I don’t think we should be so bound 
by rules,” Hardin said.

Al Heggins said that council members 
should never forget that they work for the 
public.

“You are placed in that seat because 
you got enough votes from the public to 
do that,” Heggins said. “So when you are 
sitting before a citizen, look at it that way. 
That you are sitting before the citizen, 
that the citizen isn’t sitting before you.”

Leda Belk said that council should loos-
en the restrictions on council members 

responding to citizens.
“If they need to ask a question that is 

relevant to their issue, and we can provide 
information to help them understand, why 
not? Why not? Why is it one-sided? It helps 
us to understand them (and) it helps them 
to understand the city,” Belk said.

Other candidates said that altering 
rules or adding resources could help cit-
izens feel more welcome in the City Coun-
cil chambers.

Patricia Jones “P.J.” Ricks said that 
adding interpreters might help more 
community members feel comfortable 
coming forward.

“I think a lot of our citizens don’t 
come to public comment because they 
don’t feel welcome. They don’t feel like 
they’re heard or understood. There may 
be a language barrier. And so, if we help 
them feel more comfortable, they’re able 
to say what they need to say or want to 
say,” Ricks said.

Ryan Evans said that every citizen 
should be able to speak, no matter what the 

subject is. But he recommended that dif-
ferent subjects have different time limits.

“If your subject is dealing with any of 
the things on our agenda today, I believe 
you should be allotted four minutes. If 
your subject is not dealing with anything 
on our agenda today, I believe you should 
only be allotted two minutes,” Evans said.

Evans said that listening to comments, 
even if they are outside of the council’s 
jurisdiction, would help “not give them 
any type of doubt that we’re not there for 
them.”

Tamara Sheffield said that having 
greeters who can explain the public com-
ment process to newcomers could help 
citizens feel less intimidated.

“When people come that have never 
been there and they want to come and 
speak, they’ve never been to a meeting 
and suddenly they’re motivated to be in-
volved, let’s have a greeter. What is wrong 
with that?” Sheffield said. “I don’t think 
it’s that hard and it would extend a huge, 
good old friendly charm.”
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