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Landis
Question #3

How would you 
spend town 
finances? 

Question #2
What are your 

priorities? 

Question #1
Why should people 

vote for you?

Tony Corriher
Address: 103 W Limits St.
Age: 71
Occupation: Landis 
Plumbing Supply, sales
Education: South Rowan 
High School, Mitchell Junior 
College

Dorland Abernathy
Address: 600 W. Ryder Ave.
Age: 67
Occupation: Retired 
educator
Education: South Rowan 
High School, Bachelor’s 
degree from Bob Jones 
University

Bobby Brown
Address: 506 Pine St. 
Age: 63
Occupation: Retired 
sergeant for N.C. Department 
of Corrections
Education: South Rowan 
High School; Business degree 
from Lenior-Rhyne

Roger Safrit 
Address: 619 N. Main St.
Age: 65
Occupation: Retired 
ornamental blacksmith
Education: East Rowan High 
School

Says he is for small 
government with back-
to-basics and common-
sense decisions. Says 
he will serve without pay 
for meetings and will 
donate the money to local 
charities.

Says he wants to bring 
a kinder environment 
to Board of Alderman 
meetings so that citizens 
feel welcome to share their 
concerns. Says he cares 
about Landis and the 
people of Landis. 

Says he feels like there are 
certain issues that haven’t 
been addressed. Will 
use good-old fashioned 
common sense to solve 
problems.

Says that he doesn’t make 
empty promises and is not 
a politician. Says he’s just 
a down-to-earth person 
who knows stuff and, if 
he doesn’t know, he’ll find 
out.

Wants to lower water, 
sewer and electric rates 
by lowering operating 
expenses of the town. 
Wants town to get a street 
repaving program as soon 
as possible. Not fond of 
Corriher Lake Wilderness 
project, but says little can 
be done about it now. 

Making sure that town 
finances are kept in order 
and focusing on economic 
development, especially 
near the I-85 interchange 
that’s being built in 
southern Rowan County.

Roads. Thinks some of 
the roads in Landis are in 
horrible shape and need 
to be repaved. Also thinks 
that town’s money needs 
to be spent more carefully.

Attract businesses and 
new residents to Landis. 
Wants to keep the small-
town look and attitude 
but also bring in things for 
young people to do. 

Wants to make sure 
board members do not 
overspend while they are 
traveling for work. Says 
getting town finances 
under control is his No. 1 
priority.

Works to remember that 
every dime he votes to 
spend has to come out of a 
taxpayer’s pocket. Wants 
to make sure travel budget 
for board members stays 
manageable. 

Said that common sense 
is particularly important 
when spending taxpayers’ 
money. Thinks the town is 
buying things now that it 
doesn’t need.

Plans to continue the 
revitalization process of 
Lake Corriher Wilderness 
Area if elected. Doesn’t 
think public safety should 
be compromised if budget 
is cut.

Vote for two

Incumbent, 
three others 
vie for 2 seats 
in Landis 

By Jessica Coates
jessica.coates@salisburypost.com

LANDIS — With Dennis Brown choosing 
not to run for reelection, only one incum-
bent — Dorland Abernathy — and three 
challengers are running for the Landis 
Board of Alderman.

Voters will be able to choose two of the 
four candidates to vote for.

The challengers — Roger Safrit, Bobby 
Brown and Tony Corriher — have all served 
on the board at some point.

Roger Safrit served for nearly two full 
terms, beginning in 2007.

Bobby Brown served three terms in the 
late 1980s and early 1990s.

Tony Corriher served two terms.
The incumbent, Dorland Abernathy, has 

served one term. He is the Mayor Pro Tem 
of the board.

Safrit said that, in the years since he’s 
been off the board, he’s heard people in 
Landis say there’s “no hope for this town.”

“I don’t believe that,” he said.
Safrit said he wants to keep the small-

town feel while also attracting new busi-
nesses and new residents.

He said that the Lake Corriher Wilder-
ness project is something that will attract 
new, younger residents. It’s a project that 
he said he worked “vigorously” on when he 
was on the board.

“Some people are against it, but it draws 
younger people, especially with the trails. 
And you can compare it to Dan Nicholas 
(Park), and that wasn’t born overnight,” 
Safrit said.

Tony Corriher said that he wasn’t fond 
of the wilderness project, but that the town 
has committed itself to matching a $402,000 
grant from the state to finish the project.

“It will be a nice park,” Corriher said.
Bobby Brown said that the town’s top 

priority should be repaving the secondary 
roads in Landis, which he said are “horrible, 
honestly.”

Brown also said that “good old-fashioned 
common sense” would be key to keeping the 

town’s finances in check.
Dorland Abernathy said that, during his 

term, he worked hard to make sure that the 
board’s travel funds were reduced.

In the past two years, the money bud-
geted for board travel has been reduced 
from $30,000 in 2015-16 to $7,000 in 2016-
17.

Abernathy also said that he wanted to 

make citizens feel welcome sharing their 
thoughts at meetings.

“I have sought to make certain that I 
understood whatever matters have come 
before the board before rushing to a vote 
on any issue,” Abernathy said.

The two candidates that are elected 
will be serving with Mayor Mike Mahaley, 
Tommy Garver and Seth Moore.


