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East Spencer
What do you think 

should be done 
with the Dunbar 

Center?

How do you
propose

addressing the 
housing crisis in 
East Spencer? 

What is one thing 
that could be done 

to improve East 
Spencer’s
economic
situation?

James Cowan
Address: 511 Division Avenue
Age: 66
Occupation: Retired Army 
veteran
Education:  Dunbar High 
School

Barbara Mallett
Address: 206 Hall Street
Age: 70
Occupation: Retired town 
finance officer/clerk
Education: RCCC, Shaw 
University

Teon Robinson
Address: 711 Pinetree Drive
Age: 27
Occupation: Owner of the 
Robinson Group, consulting 
firm for program management  
for construction
Education: North Rowan High

Tammy Corpening
Address: 322 Adams Street
Age: 52
Occupation: Property 
manager
Education: Holds a degree 
in accounting, currently 
seeking a bachelor’s degree in 
business administration.

Otis Gibson
Address: 221 East Hall Street
Age: Did not disclose
Occupation: Retired teacher
Education: George 
Washington Carver High 
School in Kannapolis & 
Winston-Salem State

Cowan was not available 
for comment.

It is housing — that is our 
core value that we need to 
start looking at.  We are in 
the process of developing 
the East Spencer Housing 
Development Corp. We 
have properties available 
through foreclosures; 
there are things available 
through USDA & tax liens. 

Bring industry. The use of 
the commercial land we 
have that would be able 
to produce jobs. Use our 
available resources on 
the local, state  & federal 
level to ensure the citizens 
of our town benefit on 
whichever level works 
best. 

Economic development.  
We can’t concentrate on 
one thing. She said having 
quality development 
is better than any 
development. 

Money. We need revenue 
to do what we need to 
for this town. We need 
revenue and housing and 
people in the houses. 
People in the houses that 
are paying taxes. It will 
probably help solve our 
water problem. 

Cowan was not available 
for comment.

We’ll try to produce the 
type of housing they 
desire.  ... tiny homes, 
duplex, condos.  We have 
to survey what type of 
neighborhoods & homes 
they want. Walkability 
— they want to be within 
walking distance of 
church, coffee shops, etc. 

The only way we will 
address the housing crisis 
here is ensuring that we 
produce jobs so that 
they will be able to afford 
homes. Clean up what 
we have that will attract 
developers to come in and 
build in our community.  It 
all ties back to jobs.

The residents have 
suffered enough. We 
can’t get anyone in East 
Spencer because of our 
water rates. I don’t think 
our water rate should be 
our town’s profit. Salisbury 
charges us a fee. Let’s pay 
the fee. It should not be 
passed onto the residents. 

We are trying to buy up 
the properties that are 
dilapidated so that we can 
come in and build some 
houses or apartments so 
that younger people can 
come in and set up getting 
a house with the option 
to buy.

Cowan was not available 
for comment.

That is one of the 
eyesores of the 
community ... the town 
has to take aggressive 
action to remedy that, 
including development 
& clean up. You have 
to address expansion, 
development or 
redevelopment. 

I would love to see it 
be used for what it was 
intended for —  after 
school programs, like a 
community center, which 
is what it was for a very 
long time.

Make it something for 
the community to enjoy. 
Let’s focus the Dunbar 
Center on community 
enjoyment. I see a 
museum or a library. East 
Spencer doesn’t have a 
business development 
place, or bank or Y or 
Boys and Girls Club. 

Cleaned off and torn 
down and turned into a 
community center. He 
does not want to see a 
charter school at that 
location.  

Vote for mayor, 3 aldermen

By Shavonne Walker
shavonne.walker@salisburypost.com

EAST SPENCER — Economic develop-
ment seems to be the key to growth in the 
town of East Spencer, according to can-
didates running for both mayor and the 
board of aldermen.

During a recent candidate forum and 
in their various platforms, the nine candi-
dates have all cited housing, job creation, 
beautification and livability as a means to 
bolster growth in East Spencer.

Three seats on the Board of Aldermen 
are up for election. Winners will serve 
alongside Curtis Cowan, Deloris High and 
John Noble III, whose seats are not up for 
election this year. 

Running for mayor
As she seeks re-election as mayor, Bar-

bara Mallett faces two challengers: James 
Cowan and Teon Robinson.

Cowan, 66, is running for public office 
for the first time. His priorities include 
addressing housing, reducing water rates 
and opening government for the citizens. 
He has previously chosen not to elaborate 
on those priorities and was not available 
for comment for this story.

Mallett, 70, is seeking her fourth term 
as mayor.

“One thing we have accomplished in 
these past eight years as a board, town 
and citizens is influenced our neighbors 
and community to help us reach the next 
steps. We want to influence people and let 
them know we are here,” Mallett said.

Robinson, 27, is the owner of the Robin-
son Group, a consulting firm specializing 
in program management for construction. 
He is a longtime firefighter with the East 
Spencer Fire Department. 

This is Robinson’s first time seeking an 
elected position.

“With however the people allow me to 
serve, I want to ensure they get relief in 
their water bill. How do we do that is an 
ongoing process. I will devote as much time 
as possible so that we get a viable solution,” 
Robinson said.

Nine seek 
office in  
East Spencer

See E. Spencer, 5D                        
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East 
Spencer

What do you think 
should be done 

with the Dunbar 
Center?

How do you
propose

addressing the 
housing crisis in 
East Spencer? 

What is one thing 
that could be done 

to improve East 
Spencer’s
economic
situation?

Tony Hillian
Address: 313 Southern St.
Age: 42
Occupation: Self-employed; 
part-time Noble & Kelsey 
Funeral Home
Education: Salisbury High, 
Shaw University, Strayer 
University

Douglas Dwayne 
Holmes
Address: 516 N. Long St.
Age: 42
Occupation: Holmes Iron & 
Metal
Education: Dudley 
Cosmetology University

Phronice Johnson
Address: 1231 Butler St.
Age: 65
Occupation: Retired 
accountant technician
Education: North Rowan 
High, Forsyth Technical 
College

Jamilla Kennedy
Address: 212 Andrews St.
Age: 45
Occupation: Medical office 
administrator, cosmetologist
Education: 

Be more proactive in 
attracting businesses by 
including citizen input. 
They have resources that 
they can reach out to as 
well.

Industry. If it’s brought in it 
will also bring people, and 
with people that means 
more tax revenue for the 
town.

We need people to buy 
the dilapidated houses, 
refurbish them and move 
in them. We need tax 
base in the town. We need 
taxpayers. Sure, we need 
businesses in the town, 
but we have to clean up 
the town. That is what we 
are working toward.

Trying to get the water rate 
under control for people 
who have businesses. 
“If we can clean those 
up and try to bring more 
businesses, we can get 
more economic growth. 
If we had our own water 
system that would be 
good as well.”

One thing we can do is if 
we can get more family-
oriented and bring more 
resources for families to 
move to East Spencer 
like family parks, library. 
... Either families move 
back to East Spencer or 
new families move to East 
Spencer.

It takes industry in order 
for people to come to 
your town. Jobs means 
more people to the town. 
You can’t build a bunch of 
houses and expect people 
to come without jobs. 
Industry has to be in place 
first.

Main problem is the water 
bills. We are working 
on the water system. 
Having our own housing 
development corporation 
will bring in people. New 
homes will attract new 
families. In 2 or 3 years we 
will see some results as it 
pertains to water.

“First we have to bring 
businesses into the town 
and people have to have 
jobs.” She suggested 
training workshops so 
residents can find the 
skills so they can retain 
employment. 

It is an eyesore that 
needs to be cleaned up. 
I’ve been working with a 
private group in litigation 
with the property. We are 
proposing to make it a 
family fun center, similar 
to what it used to be. 

It’s not the town’s right to 
clean that up. I understand 
it’s a historic site, but the 
town has more matters to 
deal with than the Dunbar 
Center.

Need it cleaned up. I would 
like to see something 
else there. The county is 
doing foreclosure on it. 
Hopefully we can get into a 
position to clean it up. I see 
a building or community 
center so alumni can have 
somewhere to come to.

“Everybody has 
something to say but 
nobody is doing anything 
for it. I do think 
the best thing is to haul 
off that trash and talk to 
residents and see what 
they want to do. Get a 
nonprofit to use it. Knock 
it down.”

For Board of Aldermen

Tammy Corpening, 52, a property man-
ager, is a current alderwoman seeking her 
third term.

“My focus has always been improving 
the quality of life in East Spencer. Most of 
my no votes is because it doesn’t be=fit the 
town of East Spencer,” she said.

Corpening said she believes public safety 
should continue to be the town’s No. 1 priori-
ty, as well as creating more affordable hous-
ing. She doesn’t agree with tearing down all 
the old houses because she feels they reflect 
the historic nature of the town.

“Remodel, renovate and offer the houses 
to families or possibly a business, especially 
along Long Street,” she said.

Corpening also believes that the town 
board should work together with the current 
businesses that are already in town.

She said she wished more residents had 
spoken out when the water rate increased; 
then the board would have realized citizens 
did not want it. Corpening said she did not 
vote for the water rate increase.

Current alderman Otis Gibson, if elect-
ed, will be entering his fourth term on the 
board. Gibson said he’d like to see more 
community involvement in the planning of 
activities and decisions on matters that af-
fect the town and its people.

“Instead of talking about what we are do-
ing and not doing, people should get involved 
and come out to the meetings and see and 
have an input in what we are doing instead 
of talking about it,” Gibson said.

Gibson, who has been an advocate for 
children, hopes to continue the projects 
that the current board has begun, includ-
ing renovations at Royal Giants Park. He 
said the town has to raise another $100,000 
to complete what they want to do with the 
park project. Gibson added that if the money 
is not raised then the plans will need to be 
cut back, which the board doesn’t want to do.

“It all comes to money,” he said.
Tony Hillian, 42, has been involved with 

youth activities in the town for a number of 
years and considers himself a “doer.”

“I would like to make a difference in the 
lives of the citizens of East Spencer,” he said.

Hillian wants to be inclusive and get res-
idents involved in everything.

If elected, his goal is to work closely with 
the fire and police departments to incorpo-
rate programs as well as make sure the fire 
department has the necessary equipment 
that they need.

“The time for talking is past, let’s do,” 
Hillian said.

Dwayne Holmes is a native of East 
Spencer and has been a fixture at his fam-
ily’s multigenerational business, Holmes 
Iron & Metal. The 42-year-old said he has 
issues with the town’s lack of growth. He 
believes the town should be flourishing 
more. He also said high water rates have 
driven people out of the town.

The longtime businessman wants to 
see more industry come to East Spencer 
and to work on getting the water rates 
lowered. Then more people would come, 
he said, therefore generating more tax 

dollars for the town.
“Without industry, you don’t have any 

people,” he said.
He likened the days of mills that 

brought people to a town to work and later 
“mill houses” were built to accommodate 
the workers.

Holmes has been a proponent of the op-
portunity for East Spencer youth to have 
something to do at Royal Giants Park and 
has donated money toward those endeav-
ors, but he said he believes the current 
plans the town has for the park, which 

include a splash pad, should be tweaked to 
appeal to a broader age range of children.

Holmes said a splash pad will only ap-
peal to smaller children and older chil-
dren will do as they’ve always done, swim 
at the pools in Salisbury.

Holmes vows, if elected to “Make East 
Spencer great again.”

If re-elected, Phronice Johnson would 
have served the town of East Spencer for 
a total of 20 years and would be serving 

E. Spencer
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